Dirnen ad Mox ALy 


M ISCEL LAN I E S, 


x N . 


PROSE and VERSE. 


| CONTAINING MANY. 
VALUABLE OR 101 NAL s, 
Communicated by various Correſpondents, and other Pieces ex- 


tracted from different Authors, and antient Manuſcripts. 


The Whole being ſuch a Collection of Miſcellaneous Thoughts, 
as will tend not only to pleaſe, but enlighten and profit the 


Delectare et prodeſſe. 
3 VOL AHR 
„ 0 N:c op 


Printed for J. Forres, in Newgate-Street, London; and 
# A LUCKM AN, in- Coventry. 


M, DCC, LXII. 


* 


* 


Folk 
Fd 
. * 
= & 
« * 
4 
S 


# 
. 
— 
- 

* x 
* 
» 
- 

* 


* 
* di 
i 
2 

F 
= 
» + * 


* - % © | = 2 
__ . OS 
EC 
__ 
ud 
_ 
Src - 
2 
. * 
\ - 
- $ "> A 
: 4 
- 4 4 
2 
” 4 
- 
- 
* — - — - =, 
* — 1 * % * 2 
A s * 
: * 
r * 1 bY * + * 
4 
. 
* ” 
** * -# 31 7 
— - N 
> 
. 
- f 4 4 
* i F ks. po . „ 
> : Ne 
* * * * * 7 © . 7 # * 
* 2 pho ns 74 4 © (33? 44. 5 
PR * ; 
6 & $44 4-7 * 7 145 414 
£4 8 2114 S PT" — * 44 . 
* — 
4 
—ͤ— — —— 
* 5 
- 
—x —y—n — —_— —ñ — — 
- 
_—— — — — U—̃ — — 
8 — 
* 
* 
2 
- - - © — 
— ———— —— hi — — 
* 
- - 
* 


F 


FER 


* 
* 
* 
: : 
SS — 1 
a . 
-F 
6 4 7 4 
. £ 7 % 
1 
1 4 * 
— 
* — 
— 
— - 1 — 


LETTER and P O E NM, 


On bac the firſt; and introducing the ſetond yol: of 


AF 


\. £13 TALL THEN 2 ql? 70 © 10 1144 30 ot 


Divixe and Mon a M IS & E "LAI LE 8. 


To the ProPaizroks of the rm 0 


4 
* * * Ne K a x WA nM 


: 
PT. 15 


GENTI ENI . 7 as. „ ec n ES 
WE, 21 Pr to 1 the 
Dutch Motto is, Concordi ia..res parvæ creſcunt j 

that is, by. Concord or Agreement, ſraall, Things wi 

grow or Increaſe... J ob's Friend. ſaith, If thou wilt 
* ſeek, unto Gop betimes, and make thy Supplica- | 
. tion to the ALMIGary ;. though Fra * — 
was frall, yet thy latter End . 10uld greatly inereaſe . Ii is wit | 
Wonder and . peculiar Sati action, I obſerve TA Union and - Harmony l 
among your numerous and diftant Correſpondents : They ſeem to be of thi | 
ſame Mind to agree well in Sentiments, concerning the Miſery of || 
Man by Sin --- ts feel the Being and Effedts of it in their otun Souls === || 
to bewail their Depravity, and, with one Accord, to depend upon; tid | { 
 confide in the Lord Feſus Chri 5 for Salvation; they magnify the Riches | 
and Freeneſs of divine Grate,” fd lay the Dauner in the Duſt, where 
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be ought to be: May the ſame Spirit coltinue, and you, with all Jour 

worthy Contributors and Readers, be Belped to call upon God betimes, 
fteadily aiming at his Glory, continue to ſtudy the plain; eaſy, clears 
 unexceptionable Stile, which will have a manife/t Tendenq to inſtrutt "| 


ediſ the Reader. Thus, by mutual Agreement and Harmony, . 
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with your (carne Supplications fon divine Afiibance, in carrying on th 
wn and. glorious teren, yo tvill not eaſily be cruſbed: 
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And bell the Meaning of a faithful Mind.” „3 
To you, as the beft Patrons of our Age, * © © © © 
(Whoſe Labours in a religious F ) "= 
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KN By your ir ius and untearyd Care, + Þ pts 
alive 4 JJ 


4 


Bog nts; How Virtue fheds abroad OO 
108 AP Sigh your Beten) the glories, of a. Gog i 1 
| "Fat "Br T more? Purſue what you regard, T = N 
_ | Nor" reap * Thanks Ne but Heav' u 's ; Reward. | 88 


7 


”Y 
WER + Ih 5 1 nn 288 
* 1 - — 99 „„ „446 «© LP & 3 
% * — ö . & 

* * = - - E 
\ F 4 - E * *. =_ 1 WE 
* PET: — **. * b "WI K . £ q 
+ 7 A % \ — oy = * % © * 5 — 

y A : . . 


of I 
HS „ 0 5 \ 7 7 
* * ' 
* = — * „ 
\ La * A * * 
ü IN. 
x p . 
2 * - 4 * * 
— IN 24 hs 
97 1 * 
*- | — ad. 
, 4 4} % < 
= 
* - 1 - , 
* * „ - 
- 8 2 e "EX EE” 7 n L . a 4 k 
* wn.) 7 4 * * \ ; 2s * K a3 © 6 T ©. IEP 
WUD 4 LOSS % C 4 33 "FALLS. I * 1 3 * — 14 
* * — 


— 
r > 


, , 0 
"= > 418 . 8 
» - * 
: 24 4 . * : h 
* 3 3 } 
93 > * . 2 15 "#7 SW «** , kl * F % , * OO R "ou 
1 * S 23 A> 8 + ' ” » Þ 2 ” * * 5» 4 © + & + % I | 
- 5 85 2 ; 
Senn 3 D Is 2 * | ; 
bedr Sinead) ' TNA „ TT 6ETE ITE 1 
* * : 


1 1 * \ * 
4 434% ** — 9 SS 4 1 tread. i : * 


Ne 


e who would v rejoice to ſor your Deſign fruſtrated, - but be | 
chat kl 8. et will, my Rand, 2 rer 3 an : 
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2 TH OU HT AU rs 
engage ui e end: l am z el gg ef; Sandy” 
. „. 8 . SB W EIS: WI 
| Hein Vi oe TH 30 44604 eee 5s 2:5 ; 
b 2 7 e487 $99 -; 77-39 MYR 1 Rs e ae, 
ain 3 ; 4 £5 £364 Þ SOLID Wilks ©7 3 | & * (4 
I Morning's Excurfpon'in the Country, Who is there in the Heavens above, | 
s; rr” = o demprivt ds; 1s 109 2 e . * _ | 
f . 2 v0 Gay; UNA Nanracqora Acit, w-Pat de | 
LE T 2 E R III. 2 ee, What creature hath the lent | 
10 3 authority to ſcratinize into his pro-—- | 
| et wed | cedures? How ſoon can he, Who 
Dzar FrienD,  '  \þ,1,nces. the clouds, ,and-ſways his 
TT is not my intention to trouble majeſtic ſceptre ayer. the. celeſtial 
1 vou, at this time, with the. leaſt regions, change all the ſmiles of for- 
introduction; but to proceed imme- tu e, and all the affluence of ſenſe, - 
diately to the ; proſecution of n.y for that unweleome and low'ring vi- 
ſabied.. OL 44.44: Mitant, thedeepeſt-poyerty.and moit 
How ſuddenly. is the face of na - inſupportable - diſtreſs. All erea- 
ture changed! The Sun, the grand tures ſprang into exiſtence at his all- 
object of my view, which, but a creating fa-; all are penſiqners - 
ſew minutes ago, was all bright 21 upon his bounty; and, conſequentiy 
ſplendid, is now totally eclipſed, not an unit of creation's unnumber d 
(not in reſpect of its influences, but hoſt, but is his undonbted property. 
its viſible majeſtic rays) by an inter- Thine are the kingdoms of Heaven 
yening cloud. The Heavens ſeem and earth, moſt adorable Logp 
to de cloathed in ſackcloth, which G00! Thou art the Governor 
juſt now (eſpecially the. oriental among the nations, and to thy 
Heavens) appeared to be wrapt in matchleſs name be afcribed pewen 
inextingniſhable flame! The pearly and glory everlaſting, Mis 
drops of dew, pendant on every There is not that mighty diſer- 
hedge, and which, in the rays of ence, we are apt to imagine, be- 
Phebus, reflected a white and filver . tween the monarch's palace and the 
bue from many a quivering leaf, peaſant's hut. Alas! how near the 
theſe are now almoſt impercep- aflinity.between the auguſt throne, 
tible. At intervals indeed, I be- and the putrid. dungs if. He that 
hold a feeble ray, burſting from ſome graſps the turbulent winds in his 
tranſparent clond, and LONgIg, as It Aft, contains the abyſſes of the 
were, to pour its e influence ocean in the hollow of his, hand, 
b the pregnant earth. I ex can eaſily remove the crown from 
quickly to ſee it ſhine forth again the heads of Pfinces, and place it on 
ith renewed luſtre. the forchead of the meaneſt ſubject. 
In like manner, how inſtantane- Let but a word be ſpoken by that 
ay (tnought I) can the ſovereign omnipotent Gop, whoſe very nod : 


f univerſal nature draw a dark and 

poomy. vail over the diſpenſations 
t his providence; and, as in a mo- 
Peent, turn the heights of proſperity 
/ Wo the very 42 of adverſty. 


* * 


is fate; and who dare to gainſay, or 
Ti nne plea 
ſure ? With what amazing facility 


and expedition, can he, who is alone 
the Author of every, enjoyme 
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change the incomparable pleaſures 
of health and eaſe, into the chear- 
leſs and uncomfortable hours of 
ſickneſs and pain? A ſingle arrow 
from his quiver, à daſh from his 

encil, can - penetrate the ſtouteſt 
Ls and, in the twinkling of an 
Eye, turn the moſt engaging coun- 
renance, the glowing cheeks, the 
rubied lips, the ſparkling orbs, into 
a pale-faced viſage, a quite emaci- 
ated aſpect. With the Almighty 
Gop there is terrible Majeſty. How 
often have we known a weak and 
languiſhing'frame, to be the imme- 
diate ſucceſſor of a healthy and vi- 
gorous conſtitution- Melancholy 
alteration ! how has the bridal room 
been often made the ſolemn ante- 
chamber to the filent grave! The 


« voice of fame ſeldom ſounds, but 


4 jn concert with a knell *” Nor 


is the temper and diſpontion of the 


mind leſs liable to mutation, than 
along, what ſweet, ſymphonious 
accents ſalute my ears! The pretty, 


the frame of the body. The ado- 
Table Jesvus is the refulgent morn- 
ing flar, which alone can irradiate 
our, otherwife benighted ſpirits.— 
What are we, my friend, we Chriſ- 
tians, unleſs indulged with his 
„ N influences? Favoured 


with his preſence, with the light of 


his matchleſs countenance, our ſouls 
flouriſh as an Eaen, and grow as the 

arden of the Loa o: Iis his ab- 
ſence that creates the winter and 
defolation in our poor diſcon- 
ſolate hearts. However infinite and 
unſearchable fapience may think 
proper to afflift me in my worldly 
circumſtances, whatever pains and 
penury may abide me, Lord de- 
prive me not, (this is my moſt ar- 
dent, my very ſoul's petition) de- 
prive me not of thy ſmiles, of the 


 * Hervey's Meditations, Vol. II. P. 63. 
'rowed from the Night Thoughts, Night 8th. | 
«© Fame's trumpet ſeldom ſounds, but like the knell, 


lt brings bad tidings.” 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 
love. Other afflictions I can ſt 
death, and worſe than death: What 


is it but a lively picture of that aw- 


.everlaſting abſence mourn. 


lick and 
irkſome. But touch thou the pi- 


dous love, and then ſhall I run, 


lamp of night for my 


little throat in many a tuneful l) 
The Sky Lark, clave through th 
viewleſs air, and ſoaring hog! 
higher and higher till, detache 


manifeſtations of thy p 1 


tain; they are comparatively liaht 
and eaſy; but this, this will be 


ful world, where damned ſouls thy 
With- 
out ſome -chearing beams from the 
glorious and refulgent Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs, the hours of ſocial con- 
verſation, I find -uncomfortable ; 
the, otherwiſe pleaſant, paths of pub- 
rivate duty, tedious and 


nions of my faith with thy ſtupen- 


with alacrity and delight, the ways 
of thy commandments. It is my 
deſire to ſhine (taking the pale 
| exemplat) 
with delegated rays, with borrowed 
radiancy, and 1 my own, 

While thus I am roving heedleſs 


innocent ſongſters of the grove, 
have relinquiſhed their downy ha- 
bitations, and ſeem to have aſſem- 
bled, by appeintment, to join in 


univerſal concert to their adorable + 


Maker's praiſe. But a very fey 
minutes ago, ſince I have been 
walking in this ſhady bower, my 
eye glanced upon that excellent 
warbler, the Linnet, I watched ſe- 
veral of its motions; ſaw it hop 
from ſpray to ſpray, and ſwell it 


the moſt melodious ftrains throug 
the vaſt of Heaven; while t 


This idea ſeems to be be 


A commer. Ai. * "_ X 


— 


G al | 


light! W 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


Eold-F inch, all caſt in their agreea- 
ble mite, each attempting to ſtrike” 
the loudeſt ſtring, to N the har- 


many compleat. 


And, are theſe puny ' chorifters ſo 
caſing and rapturous to my ears? 
bst then (was the language of re- 
flection) muſt be the ſublime, and 


everlaſting extaſies of the Saints in 

25 a faint and moſt depre- 
ciating repreſentation, does this vo- 
cal miſcellany afford me of that 
auguſt band of Angels and glorified 


Spirits, which continually furround 


the almighty Jenovan's throne ? It 
reminds me indeed of the heavenly 
world ; but, O! how minute and 


ſcanty are my conceptions of thoſe 


ſupernatural employments, after my 


moſt accurate inſpections in the vo- 
lume of nature. Are the exerciſes of 
ben upper world fo delightful to our 


gehenſions, while at fo remote a 


al ance, how expreſsleſs the de- 


light then, that muſt ſwell our ſouls, 
to plun at once into the un- 
clouded viſion, and moſt conſummate 


fruition of the incomprehenſible 


Gop! May I. and may you, my 
friend, be concern'd to attempt 
ſomewhat of the fongs of the New 


| Jeruſalem, while we dwell in this 
' range land. 


% O may we breathe no PIR ; 


4191 


than we breathe 80 
* ur ſouls in praiſe to him, 


who gave our ſouls, 


„With all their infinite of pro- 


ſpects fair “.“ 


Stir up our languiſhing ſpirits to 
conſtant 


raiſe and thankſgiving, 
thou holy and bleſſed Agent! May 
theſe little Muſicianers of the grove 


be our bright and illuſtrious exam 
ples. They praiſe thee, thou ado- 
rable FaTaeR of all mercies, in 


ceaſeleſs accents, for thy creative 


' Night-Thougbts 


+ Watt's Nn B. 2. H. 34. 


and providential 1 oodneſs, and 
ſhall not we, we, who profeſs our- 
ſelves heirs of a 


the blefüngs of 


thy grace, and the 
riches of thy love; 


All not we ex- 


to] and magnify thy preat name, 
while we inhabit theſe b:it:le cot- 
tages of duſt, as a foretaſte and an- 
ticipation of the fur more exalted 
and noble ſervices of * Wr 
world. ; 


8 hols ſpirit, W 


dove, 


« With all thy quick'ning 


powers; 


80 Come, ſhed abroad a Saviour's 


love, 
« And that ſhall kindle ours f. af 


Lou may eaſily perceive, Sir, that 
I am ſtudious of brevity : It is my 


province to ſpread the /ide-board ; I 
ſhall leave my friend t6 furniſh the 


more rich and copious table. 
But, I muſt not yet forget my 


| little choriſter, the  Shy-lark. How, 


was I ſu Amp to view his peerleſs 


tour! appeared to aim at no- 
thing Korn 57 Heaven. I hgbeld 


his S 4 flight, till he ſoared be 


yond my keeneſt fight; but, though, 
inviſi ble, I could ſtill hear him in 


ſweeteſt. ſymphony adding melody 


to nature's univerſal choir. And 


* ſhall man h rational, intelligent, im- 
arling of 
his Maker ! the maſter- piece (may 
I ſo ſpeak) of unequai'd wiſdom and 


mortal man! Man, the 


matchleſs ſkill! ſhall he be the on- 


ly creature that grovels in the duſt, 
and wallows i in the mire of dannn 5 


ry vanities ? Shall he be the only 


ſilent ſtring, while all the univerſe 


is employed in har "Ping. the. great 
Creator's glories ? Shall man, poſ- 
ſeſſed of 2 deathleſs ſpirit, End 
bound to eternity, thus miſerably 


us immorta- 
A lity ; wh truſt are intereſted in 


— EP — — — — 
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miſtake ; 
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IJ -PIOVS THOUGHTS. 


miſlake, or rather wil fully, neglect, 


tie great end of his creation? Stu- 


pid, incaxicated.creature, !. 


2 Whoſe life's, who aim, 1 Is to 
IF bo dead, lifeleſs and Inadtive \iny 


zeal, 


forget to die. 5 
Neslecling crowus, 78 embraces 


toys; inſtead of a ſceptre he ar- 


cepts a ſtraw; and for a chrone, a 

dunghill ! what dreadful de 17 
is that, which! is the ſource 9 man's 
being thus I had almoſt ſaid total - 
ty) lll 
and makes him trifle with things © 

the moſt momentous OUMSSRCE © 
Melancholy conſideration þ what is 
the moſt appoſite motto for the 
breaſt- plate Oo the generality; in our 
world? What! but this, “ God is 
„ not in all our thoughts f.“ And 
is there nothing more worthy of 
thy purſuit and ambition, O man, 
than the fantaſtic pageantry and de- 


of his trueſt intereſt, 


luſive glitter of this terreſtrial thes- 


tre? Are ſhadows ſo alluring as to 


cauſe thee to neglec̃t the ſubflance! 8 


I pity, I pray for thee, when I con- 


ſider the weakneſs of thy choice. 
thou earthly- 


Go, go to the Lark, 


minded creature, andlearn there thy 
eltimate of this world, and what 
N:ou!d be the ſummit of thy wiſhes. 


Let notaing but God and glory be 


the object of thy ſupreme regard, | 
and the port to which thou art in 
One obſervatiom ore ſhall ſaffice 


d=fire” and preparation tending. 
Shake off thy natural infatuation ;_ 
contemplate thy ſublime original 


reflect upon chat for which thou waſt 
primarily deſigned, 


and let ſome- 
thing grand and noble, de 
of reality, and worthy « of e 
engage thy attention. 

O my ſoul, what reaſon i is there 


for lamegtation and mourning, that, 


inſtead of vying with the Haring 
lark, thou art ſo near a- kin to the 
Je -Jefs, ſubter. anean inhabitant, 

E groveling mole. How feldom do 
I experience myſelf in a truly ſpi- 


8 Hung. - Ti Eat. x. 4s Wy 


WR — — — > 


ritual evangelical frame of mind ! 


How few and how formal are my 


aſpirations to the Eternal and igvi-. 
ſible Majeſty ! My faith, at ſeaſons, * 


for the: glory of God; how 
ſpiritleſs! my 1576, how chilled, 
and the flame at periods, almoſt ex- 
tinct. O that the /ar4, and alt che 
feathered choir, did bot bear me on 
their Peaks to 4 celeſtial world; „ 
at lea make me, by their elevated 
ſtretch, to be more ardently for the 
everlaſting fr ition of the Teav en of 


11773 


' You ſee, my dear friend, x have 
now roved from home, and have 


rambled into nature's ample field. I 


here nd” a great variety of curious 
and improvin objects, wheteon to 
exerciſe ay. "moſt penetrating Eo, 
culation. I wiſh we each of ubs 
were more familiar with this great 
and unerring Teacher; a Teacher, 
I may truly fay, ſent from Heaven, 


to inſtruct us in the wot intereſting. 


leſſons. As 1 profel "myſelf ſcare 
acquainted with the rudiments, much 
lels an adept 1 in the ſublime ſyltem, 
you muſt not expect my dbfineations 
to be of the malterly kind” I ac- 
knowledge it but an imperfe& at- 
rempt, and perhaps, I may rather 
ſully than ornament the original. 


for the preſent addreſs. 
Since I croſſed the laſt file, how 
different the object behold! inſtead 
of ia ſmooth, green area, I find my- 
ſelf in a large field loaded with 
thocks of yellow grain fully ripe. 
This is a noble and majeſtic Gghit 
indeed how ſtately and per pendi- 
cular is every ftem ! towards the 
top they are ſomewhat warped ; be- 
ing loaded with a number of yel- 
low pods, which, like a coy virgin, 
before ſome audacious rant, droops 


the modeſt * Yonder i in- 


E-"-4; 


C - « * - 


i 


od. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. d 


deed, a fad fight has catched my 
eye, which I did not ſee before; 
*twas occaſioned, I apprehend, by 
ſome late turbulent winds, which, 
like the hay-makers ſharp and crcok- 
weapon, has ſwept down a conſide- 
rable ſpot, and laid it level with the 
proftrate ground. | 
No ſooner did this ſcene preſent 

itſelf, but it immediately brought 

to my mind that memorable excur- 
ſion which our divine Lon po took 
through the ſields of corn on the 
ſabbath-day, with his Diſciples *, 
and I could not forbear taking no- 
tice of that (I had almoſt ſaid, in- 
ſolent) obſervation of his phariſai- 
cal adherents f. What an exact 
draught, (ſaid filent, but active 
thought) is this, of very many in 
our prefent day ? And, while we 
are drawing the lineaments of 
others, have we not great reaſon to 
acknowledge that they have been, 
nay, that they are at prefent, too 
much like our own features ? How 
often do curious enquiries, ſuper- 
ficial obſervations, and the noa- 

eſſentials of religion, more attract 
our attention, than plain and inte- 
reſting truth! O! that we were 
more concerned about the inward, 
experimental acquaintance with di- 
vine things. This, this alone can 
yield us ſolid comfort in life, and 
permanent ſatis faction in an hour of 
death. Stately and ere& as this 
Con appears, ſo upright and un- 
blameable may we be in our lives 
and converſations. Glorifiers of God 
with our bodies and our ſpirits 
which are his. Keeping a conſci- 
ence void of offence, towards him 
and all mankind. 


And O, that it may be eſieemed 


by us an example well worthy of our 
obJervance and imitation in its pregnant 


and fruitful nature. Our ſouls are 


but a barren heath, void of the di- 
vine influences, O for the chearing, 
reviving gales from the everlaſting 
hills ! as we profeſs to be cnorifica 
into Jeſus Chriſt, the true olive tree, 
from whom all our fruit is found 
So may our fruit be unto holineſs, 
that our end may be everlaſting life. 
Thus, let us waft up an ejaculation 
to the throne of grace, that our ſouls 


may revive as the corn, grow as 


* the vine, and that the ſcent there- 
„of my be as the wine of Leba- 
» non g.“ I have not yet com- 
pleated my deſign. Noom and op- 
portunity forbids enlargement. If 
this ſhould be indulged by you, 
with a ſmile f approbation, it will 
be an encouragement to me to pro- 
ceed in my periodical method. 


am, Sir, your very fincere afftce 
tronate Friend, and Correſpondent, 


Tooſy- Street, 
Southwark, J. L. 
(To be continued.) 


A theſe letters are an ex at tran- 
ſcription of the original copy, which 
were never intended by the author 
to appear in ſo public a manner; "tis 

hoped the candid reader will forgive 
every thing that may ſcem plain 
and unrefined, 


 ConTEMPLATIONS, on the laſt in- | 


gathering by SBITLo. 


He ſhall gather the Lambs with bis 
Arms : From the four Winds, from 
one End of Heaven to the other, Iſaiah 
xl. 11. Matt. xxiv. 31. 


T muſt be ſo; eternal truth 
hath ſpoken it : Death ſhall not 
always tnumph, the trophies of all 


. Matt. xii. 1. + How juſt, upon this occaſion, would have been our Lord*s 
exclamation, Matt. xxiii. 24, 31. © kg XIV. 7. 4 


n 
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his victories ſhall be plucked from 
his brow, even death ſhall die, — 
The direful priſon of the grave ſhall 
not ever detain the ſleeping ſaints, 
nor their precious bodies always lie 
mouldering among the tombs. For 
he that bought them by his blood 
and gathers them in time from a 
ſtate of nature, to a ſtate of grace, 
will, when time's curtain ſhal! fall, 


gather them to himſelf in glory. Be- 


hold he comes! the great gatherer 
of his people comes, riding on the 


wings of the wind: See! the 
clouds his chariot, and his raiment 


glorious ; not ſtained, as when com- 
ing from Edom, in blood-dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah, for the dazling 
luſtre of his heavenly drapery fills 


every beholder with reverence and 


awe.—Robed as the nation's judge, 


he comes to ſhake terribly the earth. 


Now fink into darkneſs perpetual 
the grand luminaries of nature; 
while the ſtarry lamps, once propi- 
tious to man, fall from their orbs. 
and their huge bodies daſh againſt 
each other to deſtruction. Nor ſun, 
nor moon, nor ſtars give light. All 
are outſhone by the far ſuperior 
brightneſs of him who gave them; 
their being and their order, at his 
command, flee away and are no more. 
'The earth in darkneſs mourns the 
irrecoverable loſs, and all nature feels 
the dread deſtructive convulſe: dark- 
neſs covers the earth and thick dark- 
neſs the people. Hopeleſs immor- 
tals! once daring, bold and fearleſs, 


now tremble on the brink of death, 


fearful of the wrath of him, whoſe 


love and name till now hath- been 
deſpiſed and ſlighted: Now the 


ſtrong-hearted fear, and with broken 
accents faultering on their tongues, 
call, but call in vain, for rocks and 


hills to eover them, from the face 


of Him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb; 


while, all glorious, the Judge Om 


potent appears, not as when he rode 
to Jeruſalem, to die for ſinners; not 
with mock honour. as to judgment, 
and to Calvary ; not in ſtate mili- 
tant, but triumphant ; with his re- 
tinue of ſpotleſs, glorified beings, of 
the higheſt order. Hark ! his thun« 
ders roar, it rends the vaulted dome, 
and fills the hearts of finners with 
anguiſh, not felt till now. See ! the 
red lightening darts from pole to 
pole; horror and diſmay attends its 
rapid progreſs, and lo! the blue 
Zther's in flame. Hark! the trum- 
pet ſounds awful, the trump of the 
Arch-angel ſounds, . Time ſhall be 
« no more.” Hark again! 'tis the 
trump of God; *tis the voice of 
power, Ariſe ye dead, and come 
„ to judgment.“ Obedient the 
graves open, and the dreary mani 
ons of death give up their charge; 
the hard marble, that entombed the 
great, obeys the general impulſe; 
the ſmall and great here mingle, and 
the late ſcattered atoms are collect- 
ed, nor 1s there one particle defi- 
cient, to make up the frame identic, 
in this laſt ingathering. The before 
ſcattered tribes of the true Iſrael 
now appear, as the gathered of the 
one ſhepherd ; and now, before the 
awful judge ſtand the whole compa- 
ny of the riſen, and they ranged, to 
hear their laſt ſentence awarded. 
Now the hope of the hypocrite fails, 
the deceiver's mask drops off, and 
every heart and countenance ap- 
pears without diſguiſe ; while thoſe 
of many gather paleneſs and confu- 
fion, thoſe of the righteous ſhine 
forth as the ſun, under the ſmiles 
of the lovely Jeſus, and the ſweet 
muſic of his voice, now heard, 
« Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
„come, come up hither, enter ye 
into my joy, into that reſt I have 
prepared for you. You who have 
« ſuffered afliion, in my kingdom 
« of patience below, ſhall now 
Freign 
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_ tains of living waters, and God hath 


c reipn with me, in my king- 
«© dom ofglory above.” Thankful, 
the ſaints bow accepting; renounc- 


ing all claim to mercy, by works 


by them performed, they cry, not 
4 unto us, not unto us, but unto 
« thy name be all the praiſe and 
«« glory of our ſalvation.” Through 
« thee we conquered below ; and 


« in thee. will we glory above.“ 


Hymned on their way, they thus 
enter the celeſtial city; leaving a 
burning world, with ſin and Satan, 
death and Hell, behind them, to 
which they ſhall no more return. 
Crowned in the preſence of their 
King, they fit on golden thrones, 
for them by Immanuel prepared ; 
and, in concert with the angelic 
har pers, fing praiſes to his name, in 


anthems ſuch. as his love inſpires : 


Jars and diſcord are not found here, 
they are left below ; every harp's 
in tune, every tongue joins to heigh- 
ten the ſoul tranſporting theme : 
they ſing that ſong, which none but 
the gathered. from among the nati- 
ons can fing. Loud hotannas, or 
| hallelujah's, echo through all the 


heavenly plains. Eternal joys have 


here taken up their everlaſting re- 
ſidence, for the ſpring of all remains 


ever the ſame : now the promiſe is 


fulfilled, .<* He hath gathered the 
« lambs with his arm,” His ele& 
are, by his angels, all gathered from 
the four winds, from one end of 
Heaven to the other; the Bride- 
groom and Bride have made their 
triumphant entry into glory; the 


doors of the 3 chamber are 


now ſhut, by him who keepeih the 
keys of Heaven and Hell, and he 
ſhutteth and none can open : here 
pain, nor ſorrow, ſin nor ſhame, 
ſhall ever enter, to trouble or mo- 


leſt ; for the Lamb leads to foun- 


TI 


wiped away all tears from of their 
eyes. 55 

Ryegate, | 

Oct. 20, 1761. i. C. 


A diligent Attendance at a Throne of 
Grace, the Believers Duty and 
Privilege. — A Letter to a Friend. 


My Deas Friend, 


HAT a mercy it is that we 

have a Gop to go to in all 
our times of need. A Gop that is 
gracious and merciful, with whom 
there is forgiveneſs, that he may be 
feared. What encouragement have 
we to draw nigh to him at all times, 


and to pour out our wants before 


him, ſeeing there is @ new and a 
living way, whereby we may ap- 
proach with an humble boldneſs to 
the throne of grace, and find grace 
to help in time of need. Our Lox p 
Jesus CarisT, he is the way 
whereby we have acceſs to the Fa- 
THER ; a glorious way indeed! let 
us then come boldly to the throne 
of grace, ſeeing we have an Inter- 
ceſſor in the court of Heaven, one 
avho ever lives to make interceſſion for 
#5 F. | | 
Should we not baniſh every ſla- 
viſh fear from our breaſt, when we 
conſider who it is to whom we make 
our addreſs? Were we capabie of 
thinking that IEHOVAH was not 
poſſeſſed of thoſe glorious attributes, 
that could render him capable of an- 
ſwering our requeſts, then indeed 
we ſhould have cauſe to doubt of 
the iſſue of our prayers; but when 
we confider the infinite perfections 
of Gop, we muſt for ever banrſh 
thoſe doubts from our breaſt. 

Do our enemies beſet us? And 
have we no power to refiſt them? 


He 


* N R — WE 
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He has all power in Heaven and in 
earth *. 
ſay unto us, as he did to his ſervant 
of old, there ſhall not be a man able to 
Hand before thee all 1he days of thy 
life t. Are we in affliction and diſ- 
treſs? He hath, and he will deliver 
not only out of ſix, but out of ſeven 
troubles alſo. No affliction befals 
us but what is common to men, and 


it is not without an #f needs be that 


any are in heavineſs through mani- 
fold temptations f. The/e ligbt af- 
flitions, which are but for a moment, 
Work for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ||, are a means 
of weaning our affections from the 
things of the preſent life, and of 
cauſing us to preſs forward towards 
a better, When under afflictive diſ- 
penſations, we have the greateſt en- 
couragement to make our ſuppli- 


cations to Gop ; he hath ſaid, call 


upon me in a day of trouble, and [ will 
aeliver thee d. He is a Gop hear- 
ing, and a Gop anſwering prayer. 
Are we bereaved of ezrthly friends? 
Here is a friend that ſticketh cloſer 
than a brother. Are any ſtrip'd of 
near and dear relatives? He is a Fa- 
ther to the fatherleſs, and a Huſ- 
band to the widow. Do we need 
ſpiritual conſolation ? There is none 
but in CarisT Jesus, and in him 
there 1s a rich fulneſs. 
that we can want or deſire, He zs 
of God made unto. us wiſdom, tighte- 
ouſne/s, ſantification, and redemption e. 
Are we ignorant? Here is a perfec- 


tion of knowledge; and if any man 


lack wiſdom, let him aſe it of God, who 
giveth liberally, and upbraideth not. 
Do we ſtand in need of anther and 
a better righteouſneſs than our own ? 
Are we ſenſible that ours will not 
fland us in any ſtead at the great 
day of accounts? Here we. may 
come, and by faith lay hold on 4:s 


* Matt. xxviii. 18, 


$ Pial. I. 15. 


He will fave us, and will 


Here is all. 


+ Joſhua i. 5. 
C 1 Cor. i. 30, 


righteouſneſs, that is compleat ; it 
is a glorious robe which covereth 
down to the feet; and it is for ſuch 
poor, loſt, undone, helpleſs ſinners, 
as we are. A knowledge of our 
own perſonal intereſt. in this righte- 
ouſneſs, muſt needs be very defira- 
ble by us ; ſhall we then omit cry- 
ing to the Logo, for the influences 
of his bleſſed ſpirit, that he may 
take of the things of CHRIS, and 
ſhew them unto us; and ſhew us 
our intereſt in them? No, ſurely. 
Sanctiſfication, is a thing very de- 
ſirable by the children of Gon, 
They complain of the evil that there 
is in them, and would get rid of it, 
were it poſſible. They find many 
unſanctified thoughts and actions, 
and theſe are matter of ſorrow to 


them; they are very deſirous of 


growing more holy and more righ- 
teous. CnRISTH is made unto them 
ſanctification, and out of his fulneſs 
they receive, therefore they ſhould 
make application to him, and ſuch 
may be confident that their prayers 
will be both heard and anſwered, 
for he that hath begun a good work 
in them, will carry it on until it is 
compleated. 

Redemption, this the Saint's ſtood 
in need of; they were ſold under 
fin, liable to all the curſes of a bro- 
ken, righteous law; in effectual 
calling they are made ſenſible of 
this, as alſo of their own inability 
to make ſatisfaction to divine juſ- 
tice for their breaches of it; but 
they are alſo ſhewn that they are re- 
d:emed, and that not auith corruptible 
things, as filver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of. Chrift ++. Indeed 
a ſenſe of intereſt in this redemp- 


tion, does not always continue; the 


believer often doubts whether he is 


among the number of theſe happy 


ones; but as it is greatly for his 
re 1. 

tt 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 
peace 
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peace and comfort, to have a know- 
ledge of intereſt in it, and as this 
knowledge cannot be had but in a 
way of receiving, it ſhould ex- 
cite to a diligent attendance at a 


throne of grace, and the believer has 


reaſon to hope that he: ſhall be 
heard and anſwered, for Gop hath 
ſaid, Af and it. ſpall be given you f. 
Seeing then, my dear friend, as 
there is ſuch a rich proviſion made 
for the ſupply of all our wants, let 
it be our-conſtant method to make 
known” all our requeſts to God, 
hoping and believing that he will 
grant us that which is beſt for us; 
let us leave all our petitions in his 


hand, with a deſire to be reſigned 
to his will, and at the ſame time, let 


NEE NNSDLNINNS"O2) 00002 


„ 
Poetic Thoughts on Chriſtmas-Day. 
XXIV HAT beauteous Star in- 
| vites the ſight? 
There, ſhining with unborrow'd 
ugly 
Tis his, who for our fins muſt 
bleed; „ oY. 
The Saviour of mankind decreed. 
Amazing love! a God in fleſh en- 
ſhrin'd; 
And dread Omnipotence in clay 
. 1 
A ſtable holds the King of Kings, 
Shepherds adore while Angels 
niz | , 
Draw near, my foul, with rap- 
„ 
IT hy God upon the Virgin's knee. 
Hail Great Emmanuel ALL divine: 
Redeemer of the world and mine. 


51127 


FLAVIAN. 


1 Matt. vi. 


us believe that whatever circum- 
ſtances attend us, infinite wiſdom, 
ſees that they are moſt fit and con- 
venient'for us. | | 

I am, my dear friend, with beſt 
of wiſhes for the proſperity of your 
foul; --.. - 


Your alfechionate Correſpondent, 


AMARYLLIS. 


 &$ It is to be hoped that the 


worthy Author of the Serious Ad- 


dreſs upon religious Converſation, in 


No. xiii. P. 164, will be ſo conde- 


ſcending as to continue his favours 
of that kind. I truſt his labour 
will not be loſt, but well beſtowed, - 
under a divine bleſſing. _ 


| An HYM N. 
On the Paſſion of CURIST. 


Ol the incarnate God became 
A ſacrifice for ſin; 
Dy'd like a traytor in the hands 
Of hell-deſerving men. 


Slain in the councils of the Lord, 
Long e'er the hills had birth; 

Now he fulfils his ſacred word, 
And falls a prey to death. 


Theflaming-ſword muſt now awake, 
And pierce the Son of God ; 

Juſtice, with an Almighty arm, 
Muſt ſheath it in his blood. 


He drank the cup of bitter wrath, 
And vengeance filPd it full, 

While engines of the ſharpeſt death 

Play'd round his dying foul. 


Rivers 
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Rivers of blood flow*d from his ſides, 
And ftreams of purple ore: 

While the vaſt hoſts of impious Jews 
Deny'd his ſov'reign pow'r. 

The fearful fight made nature reel, 


And mourn in bitter ſhocks ; 
But harden'd ſinners ſtopt their ears 


Againſt the rending rocks. 


The ſun aſham'd, withheld his rays, 


And veil'd his face around; 


The temple's vail was rent in twain, 


And darkneſs ſpread the ground. 
Yet nought could ſoften Jewiſh rage, 

Nor quench infernal flame; 
All Hell grew proud, and whet their 


ſwords, . 5 


_ To ſlay the anointed Lamb. 


He conquer'd as he fell a prey, 
*'Tis finiſh'd, lo, he cries ! 
The Father ſmiles, and never ſee ks 
Another ſacrifice. 
| N. W. 


Or the Exaltation of CRISr. 
H W rapt'rous are the mo- 
. ments when 5 25 

My foul by faith beholds the man, 


Th' exalted man, th' incarnate God 
In the pure realms of bleſt abode. 


t High on a throne of dazzling 
light,” 

Array'd in robes divinely bright ; 

% Jeſus the Father's equal Son,” 

Makes all his heav'nly glories 


known. 


In all the golden ſtreets above, 

He ſpreads the manna of his love ; 

Each gueſt partakes the heav'nly 
ſweet, 

And caſts his crown at Jeſus' feet. 


Angels and Cherubs love to fing 

The wonders of ch' eternal King; 

EleQing love employ their tongues, 

And grateful notes grace all their 
ſongs. | 


But diſembodied Saints proclaim 


La 


The higheſt honours to his name; 


They fell from what they firſt were 


made, | 
Yet liv'd in their redeeming head. 


Their lives were hid in Chriſt witk 
God, | EO £27 
E'er the blue Heav'ns were ſpread 
a broad; ; 
And, as a token of his care, 
His fiery chariots brought *em there, 


N. w. 


Poetic Thoughts on John xx. 27, 28. 
YA Jeſus ſhews his pierced 
; hands, 
I at his feet fall down: 
From heights of pride, my ſoul de- 
ſcends, . 
And bows before his throne, 


No gifts, or graces 1 admire, 


Nor no jeraph. flames; 
J build on nd u cere defire, 
Nor reſt on holy frames. 


is Chriſt tb Jevi'swork deſtroys, 


He o'er my ſoul reſides, 
His preſence heighiens ail my joys, 
While unbelief ju ades. | 


FLAVIAN, 


T he Love of God 7n all his Fer/crns, 
Ehold how matchleſs is the love 
Of Jeſus our exalted God, 
Who left the realms of glory high, 
«© And quench'd his Father's flam- 
ing ſword. - 1 
God's angry juſtice could not ſpare, 
The rebels doom'd by law to die; 
Nor blood of bulls, nor heifers ſlain, 
Could e' er have brought a ſinner 
nigh. | 
But O th' eternal Father's choice, 
His purpoſe to ſecure his own ! 
Jeſus the branch, the heav'nly root, 
Is laid a ſure foundation ſtone. 


Securein him the choſen ftand, 
Tho” Devils rage, and Hell oppoſe; 
And ſin ſhall join the combat too, 

For Chriſt hath vanquiſh'd all their 


foes, 
| Then 
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Then, O my ſoul, admire the grace, 


That ſcreen'd thee from the 
depths of woe; 
Adore the love that made thee Son, 
While millions ruſh to Hell be- 
Tow. 


Haſt thou been made by precious 
faith, - | 

To build on Sion's corner ftone ? 

To feel the Spirit's heav*nly pales ? 

Adore the Perſons Three in One. 


A SONG of Praiſe for our late Succeſs 


in Mar. 


ING to the Lord, O Britain, 
ſing, | | 
Thy Leader, Guardian, and thy 
King; 
Tis he that does thy foes confound, 
And ſinks their honour to the 
ground. 85 
Truſt in this mighty God, and he 
Will make thine enemies to flee ; 
Nor ſhall they e'er againſt us ſtand, 
If God vouchſafe to guard our land. 


When, with dread faction we were 
torn, 


And, of our haughty foes the ſcorn; 
To Britain's God, did Briton's cry, 


For Britain's God does rule the ky. 


And O! adored be his name, 

To our aſſiſtance quick be came, 
He made our proudeft foes ſubmit, 
And caſt their riches at our feet. 


The power of mighty Franceis fell, 
Each quarter of the globe can tell; 
Her numerous fleets are now no 
more, | 
Her trade is gone, her people poor. 
Britons revere his holy name, 


And his high ſounding deeds pro- 


0 
That diſtant worlds may hear and 
know, 


What wonders Britain's God can do. 


Still, Lord, do thou eſpouſe our 
eau, © 
Guard our religion, and our laws; 


Our King and Country ſtill defend, 
Thee may we always find our friend. 
Thy favours, Lord, to us increaſe, © 
And may the nations ſeek for 196g b 
May peace be ſpeedily reſtor'd, 
And Britain's ſons bleſs Britain's 
God. 
Hinckley, Leiceſterſhire, 
Fan. 7, 1762. 


PRAYER and PRAISE. 
Y ſoul, call all thy powers to 


aid, | 
My chearful tongue in praiſe ; 


J. 8. 


Oh! blefs the Lord, with joyfut 


voice, 
Who ath lengthen'd out thy 
days. | | 


The fever rag'd thro? every vein, 
And ſpread diſtreſſing ſmart; 


Confus'd ideas rack'd my brain, 


And horror ſeiz d my heart. 
My mourning friends beheld the 


fſcene, 
And dropt the pitying tear; 
Their tears could not abate the 
pain, | | 
Nor my ſad ſpirits chear. 
In this diſtreſs, I cry'd to God, 
And he beheld my grief; 
Pity'd the anguiſh of my ſoul, 
And ſent the wiſn'd relief. 


"Twas he, my foul, by ſparing 


race, 
Renew'd thy fleeting breath ; 
When, juſt expiring, 1n the arms 
Of the grim tyrant Death. 


May love with tender mercies 
crown, c 
The life thy power preſerves; 
Help me to offer up the praiſe, 
Thy tender caſe deſerves. 


If; by the aſſiſtance of thy grace, 
Thou wilt enable me; 
The lite thou haſt redeem'd, @ 
Lond; © 
I will devote to thee. 
Communion 


* * 
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Communion with God faveet, but often 
interrupted by Sin. 


WEET are the moments, while 
I my God 
Au my ſoul to his abode; 
Jeſus unites with ſtronger ties, 
Than all the tranſitory joys. 


When the glad ſtar of righteouſneſs, 
The Son of God proclaims my 


peace; 


My foul by faith flies from the 


earth, 
And claims with God her nobler 


birth. 


I. hear his voice aloud proclaim, 
Salvation, thro? his glorious name ; 


While Saints his nobleſt * re- 


ſound, 
Where unmoleſted 3 Joys hens; 


Pare cryſtal ſtreams of heavenly 
love, 
Flow through the Son to Saints 
above; 
While Saints below admiring ſtand, 
. oj are brought from Egy pt's 
an 


But ah! twixt this and Canaan's 


ſhore, 
I fear ten thouſand evils more; 
Before I paſs cold Jordan's ſtream, 
Loxp, raiſe my faith in pureft 

flame, 


On CREATION, PROVIDENCE and 
Grace. 


HOU ſovereign God of end- 
leſs years, 
Haſt made the Heavens, Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, 


Thy clouds bind up the mighty 


Seas, 


They ſhall not paſs thy vaſt decrees, 


Thy hand has alſo form'd the earth, 

And brought all nature into birth; 

The meaneſt thing in earth or ies, 

Denotes thy power, ſpeaks forth 
iy praiſe. 


N. W. 


Iofinite goodneſs ſpreads the land, 
Thy bounties fill th' induſtrious 
hand ; 
But the ſure mercies of a God, 
Flow throagh a dear Redeemer's 
loo 


My wy ſhould praiſe for meaner 
things, 7 

As bleſings from the King of 
Kings; 

But when I view redemption-grace, 

It opes a wider door for praiſe. * 


In ancient days of earlieſt date, | 


- Th eternal Three in eouncil ſat; 


The deep deſigns to fave us men, 


Were laid before the worlds began, 


Hence the eternal God-head ſhines, 

With brigheſt beams o'er. all the 
pllains; 

From Sea to Sea, from Pole to Pole, 
Grace quickens ev'ry ranſom'd ſoul. 


The Father draws with loving bands, 

The Son holds pardons in his 
' hands; 

The Sp181T too applies this grace, | 


The Eternal Three have equal praiſe. 


NW, 
AWISH. 
Hether I hve in ſome cool 
hade retir'd, 
But little known, and ftill by leſs 
ad mir'd; 
Or if I move, within a higher 
„ 
And ll with mighty acts the roll · 
ing year; 
Or paſs my fleeting days in hum- 
| ble life, 
Amidſt contempt, and grief, and 
care, and ſtrife; 
Still let my Saviour be my Guide, 
and guard, 10 
My crown, my glory, and my great 
reward. 
Confidence under Temptations. 
N Chriſt, my Lord, I till enjoy, 
A peace the Tempter cannot 
touch; | 
A life he never can annoy, 


Nor can I hope, nor truſt too much. 
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To — 


Dear CORRESPONDENTS, 


T Wiſh I had now the company 


of my friend, in this extremely 
agrecable ſituation, where I am not 
terrified with a ſight of thoſe rolling, 
mountainous billows, and gaping, 
watery graves, the daily, hideous 
ſpectacle of thoſe who plough the 
ungovernable ſurge; where no tem- 
peſtuous winds, no deſtructive fea - 


monſters, fill my eyes'and ears with 


horror, but a gentle breeze fans 


over the verdant plain; while uni- 
verſal nature ſeems to ſleep in a 


calm the moſt profound. At this 
early, ſilent hour, was the artillery 


of Heaven at once to be diſcharged; 
was a peal of tremendous thunders 


to rend the air, and to detach their 
yollies to the remoteſt regions; how 
awful and ſtartling would be ſuch a 
phenomena ! — Conſider then, O 
my ſoul! Conſider what aſtoniſhing 
and ſtupendous events are coming 
upon the univerſe! What an explo- 
ſion will that be from the Heaven 
of Heavens, which will e're long 
awake each ſlumbering duſt, and 
ſummons it into exiſtence! — And 
O! that poor ſinners, ſuch who at 
preſent are ſtrangers ro Gop and 
CHRIsT, and their own immortal 


ſpirits; O! that they had grace to 


conſider their preſent dreadful con- 
dition, before that thunder-clap, 
(infinitely more diſtracting than ten 
thouſand, thouſand bellowing voices 
from theſe viſible Heavens ;) meets 
their affrighted ears; ariſe ye dead, 
and come to judgment ! — Calm and 
ſerene as the circumambient air, ſo 


A Morning's Excurſion in the compoſed and fraught with tran- 


uillity is that mind, whoſe nobleſt 

aculties are devoted to the ſu- 
blimeſt purpoſes of ſerving and a- 
doring its auguſt Author: Such 
a ſoul feels no invenomed ſtings of 
remorſe ; no goads worſe than poi- 
ſoned poiniards in his breaſt ; which 
are. the conſtant, torturing compa- 
nions of thoſe, who are votaries for 
carnal and ſenſual gratifications.— 
Let finners, the riotous many, boaſt, 
if they pleaſe, of their enjoyments, 
I envy them not; I wiſh not my- 
ſelf in their circumſtances, but inte- 
reſted in the favour of Heaven, 
would take God, the unchangeable, 
and eternal Gop for my portion; 
then ſhall I be incomparably, ſu- 
perlatively bleſſed. How exalted 
and unequalled are thoſe pleaſures, 
proceeding from a conſcience free 
from the racking agony of ſelf-con- 
demnation, and from a comfortable 
aſſurance of covenant intereſt in 
Gop and CHRIS, and in the great- 
eſt and beſt of bleſſings. Let bel- 
lowing thunders roar ; let forked 
lightnings flaſh; let obſcurity inve- 
lop the face of nature; let the foun- 
dations of the earth totter on their 
baſis, and tremble to their very 
centre; let the pillars of Heaven 
craſh, and flames conſume the ſky; 
nay, let the judgment be ſet, and 
the books be opened ; —ſuch a ſoul 
15 ſtill ſecure, —Secure againſt every 
danger, being built upon the im- 
pregnable rock of ages, in whom 
alone is everlaſting ſtrength, They 
may look with joy from their ark of 
ſafety, though ſurges roll and bil- 
lows daſh, and ing the ſong un- 
known to all beſides. All is ſere- 
nity and ſun-ſhine within. ** They 
& know whom they have believed ;"? 
true, ſolid, permanent happineſs is 
all their own “. 


See an excellent Hymn of Dr. Vatis's, entituled The Pleaſures of 4 


February, 1762: 


good Conſcience, H. 57. B. 2. 
C 


What 


7 


. 
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What was that which but this 
moment ſkimmed filently before my 
face! I heard not the leaſt buz, 
though ſwift to a miracle, the vibra- 
tions of the wings . I feel not the 
leaſt breath of air; e vec, 
by its ſurprizing celerity, it appeare 
to be borne upon the wings of the 
wind. —F perceive now it was a 


$249 butterfly, which for a moment 


as lodged upon yonder bean blo/- 
Jom. I am juſt now at a convenient 
diſtance to behold the beautiful 


enamel upon the little creature's 


wings : What puny and impertinent 
reſemblances avail the falks and 


brocades which have ſtruck my eye, 


and which 1 have ſo often admired 
in my walks through the populous 
ſtreets of London, compared with 
theſe emboſſings of inimitable ſkill! 
Nothing methinks in nature or art, 
but the divinely ſtretched 7 ainhow's 
exquiſite dyes, or the peacoei”s coſtly, 
dazzling plume, can equa] them for 
richneſs or beauty. They have all 
the variety and luſtre of colours; 
the whole dreſs is adorned with an 
arrangement of the moſt brilliant 
gems, and bordered with fringes 
richer far than the choiceſt produc- 
tions of the loom. And yet, was 
F to graſp that little picture in my 
fingers, all its beauty would imme- 


diately fade, and its colours be in- 
tirely loſt. Equally empty and un- 


ſubitantial, is the appearance of the 
ambitious many. What 1s all the 
gay plumage of the ſprightly Fop, 
or the ſupercilious Grandee? How 
ſoon it withers and decays, even 
while it is in queſt of augmentation. 
The root of all this child-like pa- 


geantry, aſcends up as rottenneſs, 
and its bloſſom goes up as atoms 
and duſt, While we behold, and 
perhaps admire, its ſeeming beau- 
ties, It vamiſhes out of our fight. 
Vanity of Vanities is the moſt ſuitable 
of all inſcriptions, for every thing 
ſhort of an unchangeable and ever- 
laſting Gov. What are all worldly 
enjoyments, and every terrene ob- 
Jet? they periſh in the uſing, and 


commonly diſappoint our moſt ſan- 


guine expectations. 


« Happy the man, whoſe hopes 
rely | 
«© On Iſrael's Gop +.” 


If we duly reflect upon the nature 
of preſent appearances, we ſhall 
find ſufficient reaſon to be aſtoniſh'd 
that they ſo much engroſs the at- 
tention, and attract the deſire of the 
unthinking multitude. — What is 
there worthy to infatuate an im- 
mortal mind, in the blooming 
cheek, the rubied lip, the ſparkling 


eye, the chanting voice, or the me- 


lodious accent? In a few, alas h very 
few years, decrepid old age will fur- 
row, and pining fickneſs may poſſibly, 
before that period, emaciate the 
preſent chearful aſpect, and rob it 
of all its momentary gloſs and var- 
niſh, The melancholly time is 
quickly advancing, when all the 
daughters of muſick will be brought 
low, and theſe that look out of the 
windows be darkened $.—My friend, 
let us not catch eagerly at empty 
ſhadows, and pretend to graſp the 


unſubſtantial air, which will aſſured- 


ly mock our wiſhes, and deceive 


our hopes. Unhappy indeed the 


* The wings of a common fly are ſuppoſed to have the guicke/? motion 


of any material ſubſtance whichlives. 


And it, as naturaliſts imagine, they 


make ſome hundreds of vibrations in a ſecond of time; ſure, we have the 
utnioſt reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is Maxluus in 


NIS IAIS: greatly glorious even in his /malleſ? works. 
9 Sce $9men's beautiful Sketch of Anatomy, Ecclgſiaſtes xii. 3, 4. 


+ Watts. 


perſon, 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 19 


perſon, who attempts to build his 
only happineſs upon theſe things 
which are ever fleeting, unfatisfy- 
ing, nay, which are not. Amidſt 
all the pompous ſpectacles around 


us, which generally have that un- 


happy influence, to win our love, 
while they command our ſpeulation, 
there is one thing ſupereminently 
necdful. O for grace from above to 


make delightful choice of that good 


part which ſhall never be taken 
away from us *. — What a magni- 


fying glaſs, (if 1 may ſo expreſs 
myſelf) is a diſtin& proſpect of this 


world's enjoyments. The nearer 
we come to the poſſeſſion of them, 


they proportionably dwindle, till 
at length they appear, even in our 
own (once enlarged) apprehenſions, 


leſs than nothing, and lighter than va- 
aity, How ſhould we then wiſh 
for, and place our affections, upon 
ſomething permanent and dorable 


ſomething worthy of our ſouls, that 


can make us ſubſtantially bleſſed, 
Let not outward ſplendors ſo daz- 


_ 'zle our eyes, as to hinder our diſ- 
cernment of objects really worthy 
— our eſteem. Many perſons and 


things in the preſent ſtate, appear 
what they are truly not, like the 
fleeting creature juſt now before 


me, but now gone beyond my moſt 


penetrating ken. The /pecious Hy- 
pocrite, all whoſe theology conſiſteth 


only in a long ſeries of external ob- 
ſervances, meerly to be ſeen of men; 


how will ſuch a one abide the da 


of Jeyovan's coming, how will 
{ſuch ſtand when he appeareth, whoſe 


eyes are as a flame of fire, whoſe 


Luke x. 42. | 


knowledge is too accurate to be 
eluded by the moſt plauſible pre- 
tenſions.— I muſt beg leave to ſub- 
mit this ſolemn ſcene for my friend's 
ſuperior contemplations to deſcribe, 
while I heartily pray we each may 


be poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of fucerity, 
and rather be better than we appear 


to be, than appear to be better than 


we really are 7. How often have 


I beheld the Schoo/-Boy (though 


with much ſweat and toil) chafing 


this ſwift-winged creature from 


field to field, and often, it may be, 


after all his anxiety, his attempts 
have proved totally abortive ; and 


what are the purſuits of great num- 
bers in our world? Are they not 


equally vain, trifling and fantaſtic? 
« Fanteftic chace of ſhadows 
hunting ſhades,”  Toung. 


They are diligently employed in 
ſearch of that, which 1s not to be 


enjoyed on this fide an unchangeable 


ſtate. Solid and permanent happineſs, 


ſatisfying felicity, and the Heaven 


of Heavens are nearly ally'd; and 
till we arrive at the one, we mult 


not expect to experience the other. 


Alas ! how many with the moſt un- 
wearied, indefatigable induſtry, are 
endeayouring to acquire the cha- 
raQeriſtic, not of a true believer in 
the bleſſed Jzsus ; not of the humble, 
conffant walker with his God (no, 
theſe are titles among the votaries 
for merriment and whim, thought 
only worthy of the contemptible 
Meer, or the diſdainful ſmile;) but 
of an able Aateſman, a diſcerning poli- 
tician t, or the like. Others are 

| aſpiring 


+ I had rather (ſays one) be a Chriſtian, and 


not appear to be ſo; than appear to be a Chriſtian, and not ſo in 
« reality,” +I muſt beg your patience, while I crave your attention to 
a paſſage from an excellent author; who writes with the moſt amiable 
ſpirit ot benevolence; with the moſt unaffected air of humility ; and, like 
the ſacred originals, from which he copies, with a majeſtic ſimplicity of 


Bile. — „ How little does God eſte 


em the things that men count great ; 
C3 ne 
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aſpiring after the chair of Honour, 
and though, it may be, they deny 


or grudge the crumbs of their table, 


to the ſober, induſtrious, deſerving 
poor, they are contented while la- 
viſhing away whole loads of yellow 
duſt to attain the deſirable vanity. 
Riches, honours, intellectual capa- 
City ; what precarious and uncertain 

ood! How often like the aerial 
Lubble upon. the rolling ſurge, do 
they burſt into proud and pompous 


nothings. Where are now the tro- 


phies of the atchievements of a once 
univerſally - revered ALEXANDER, 
Cz5sar,or PoMPEyY ; whoſe mighty 
conqueſts extended, I had almoſt 
ſaid, beyond the boundaries of na- 
ture? Thoſe wonderful Potentates, 
that wiſhed for new world's to riſe 
from the aſhes of their ſlain, to be- 
come a prey to their bloody ra- 
vages ; where are they all now? 
Buried in duſt, and conſumed to 
atoms. Their ſubſtance flies in un- 
ſubſtantial particles acroſs thoſe 
plains, Which once their fury ſwal- 
lowed $. What ſtriking leſſons do 


the filent grave, the damp and 


gloomy vaull, the awful repoſitory, 
the charnal-houſe, teach us of the end 
of every thing below the ſun. Tis 
really a melancholy and affecting 
ſight, (however the practice of it 
makes it but little noticed) to be- 
hold rational and immortal Beings 
forgetful and regardleſs of their 
trueſt intereſt; and graſping after 
pleaſures of a moment, which die, 
either before, or quickly after they 
are poſſeſſed. O that they were 
« wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
« that they would conſider their 
latter end J,“ that they would 
chuſe thoſe bleſſings which are un- 
fading and everlaſting, and make 
for their eternal peace. 05 
Where are now all thoſe huge, 
ravenous monſters, which, but a few 
hours ago roam'd their nightly 
rounds, with yelling throats, and 
jaws athirſt for blood! The prowl- 
ing Wolf, the crafty Fex, the clum- 
ſey Bear; they are now all ſlunk to 
their ſubterraneous lodgments, and 
ſleep in ambuſh till ev'ning again 


« the endowments of wiz and elJeguence, that men admire in ſome! Alas! 
How poor are they to him! He reſpecteth not any who are wiſe in 
«© heart; they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, in his eyes. Even ui 


oO 


s men admire, how little it is that men know; how {mall a matter lies 
“ under the ſound of theſe popular wonders, a learned man, a great 
«« ſchotar, a great ſtateſman. How much more doth the all-wiſe Gop 
« meanly account of theſe | He often diſcovers, even to the world, their 


* meanneſs. He befcols them. So valour, or birth, or worldly great- 


« nels, theſe he gives, and gives as things he makes no great reckoning 

« of, to ſuch as ſhall never ſee his face; and calls to the inheritance of 

4 glory, poor deſpiſed creatures, that are looked on as the of jourings 
s 


«© and ref of the world.” —Acichbiſhop Leighton's Select Wor 


29. 


I acknowledge myſelf obliged to the late Mr. Hervey for the preceding 


gaotation, Med. Vol. II. P. 284, 285. 


＋ n alluſion to a ſaying of 


Alexander's, ** zhat when be had conquered ene wworid, he aviſbed for anather 


is congucr. . 


& © Where he, who wiſh'd new world's might riſe, 
& To die beneath his ſword ? 
55 O're the broad lands in duſt he flies, 


ebe Which once his rage deyour'd.” 
eq Deuteronomy XXX11, 29. c R 
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veils the univerſe in obſcurity. 
'Then will they crawl forth again 
to ſatiate their voracious maws, if 
poſſible, even with human fleſh. O, 
that theſe were the only monſters in 
nature ; but alas! there are nume- 
rous /avages (*tis an awful, but a juſt 
picture) and that in h:man ſhape F. 


But, notwithſtanding theſe my mor- 


tal enemies are fled, am I free from 
dangers ? No; are there not mil- 
lions of inviſible ſubſtances, of ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſſes which continu- 
ally inhabit the trackleſs paths of 
ar f 
« Millions of ſpiritual creatures 
Woaglk the air, 
4 Unſeen, both when we wake, 
and when we ſleep,” Milton. 


And are not theſe influential, and 
powerfully operative upon the minds 
of men? I read of the Lox D's giv- 
ing his Angels charge concerning his 


people, to keep them, ięſt at any time 


they daſh their feet againſt a ftone F. 
And does the great Father of ſpirits 
commiſſion thoſe holy intelligencies 
to guard and protect his precious 


ones from danger, to pervade their 


goings, and patrole their moſt ſe 
queſter'd paths; and are they the 


pa medium of holy deſires and 


eavenly motions? May we not then 


juſtly conclude, that myriads of the 
apoſtate crew have a power over 
the ſons of darkneſs, both in thought 


and act; and that they are ſome- 
times permitted to exerciſe their in- 
fernal malice, even over the chil- 
dren of light? In this caſe then, 
how unſpeakably dreadful is this 


place! How very awful is now, 


and at all times my condition: Tha? 


the Gob of this world, reigns only 
in the children of diſobedience, 
yet he often enters, and ſometimes 


takes up his abode for a conſidera- 
bie ſeaſon in the heirs of glory. O 


the numerous, blaſphemous ſuggeſ- 


o S . 
tions which often proceed from this 


grand adverſary of our ſouls! He is 
chief of a prodigious number of op- 
probious, diabolical fiends, which 
no man can number; all which are 
the implacable enemies of the ſons 
of Gop. What reaſon have we 


then, Sir, to be always upon our 


guard, ever upon our watch tow'r, 
ready at all times to go forth into 


the field of battle. May we be 


ſtrong. in the Lok D (however weak 
in ourſelves) and in the power of 
his might, fighting manfully, as 
good ſoldiers of Jesus CHRIST, 
againſt every oppoſition, under his 
banner, who, as the great Captain 
of our ſalvation, hath ſet us an ex- 
ample that we ſhould follow his 
ſteps ; hath drank the bitter cup to 
the very dregs, of which all his fol- 
lowers participate but in a ſmall 
meaſure. None of our ſpiritual ad- 
verfaries ſhall have dominion over 
us, for CHRIST hath died, and dy- 
ing, vanquithed all their power; 
and though now we ſee him not, 
yet believing let us humbly rejoice. 
He is not unmindful of our trueſt 
intereſt, but will make us conquer- 
ors, and more than ſo, through his 
adorable Self who hath loved us. 
He remembers what he hath done 
for us, and not a drop of his blood 
that was ſpilt, will be ſpilt 1n vain ; 
for /iving.1n the court of Heaven, he 
eyer pleads the all-ſuficient merit 
of his precious and invaluable righ- 
teouſneſs. Fear not then, O our 
ſouls, He who knows what it is to be 
tempted, is able allo to ſaccour thoje that 
are tempted |. He is our tender 
and ſympatnizing Interceſſor; his 
eyes are full of love, his heart of 


+ I here curb my invention, and chuſe rather to refer you to Mr, Fr. 


Tez's Meditations, Vol. II. P. 33. F Plalm xci. 11, 12. 4 Hebrews ii. 18. 


pity, 
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pity, and his bowels yearn with the 


tendereſt compaſſion : He is a friend 
that ſticketh cloſer than a brother, 


and inthe critical moment will make 
our extremity his opportunity. 
When our enemies come in upon us 


like a flood, he, the 1 Con- 
queror, will lift up his ſtandard a- 


gainſt them; ſo that though we may 
peradyenture fall, we ſhall ariſe a- 
gain, and we may uſe the language 
of hope and confidence, rejoice not a- 

aint me, O mine enemy! If Jesus 
Is for us, who can be againſt us? Let 


us go forth in the name ef the Loxy 


Gov, making mention of his ſpot- 
lefs and conſummate righteouſneſs, 


even of his alone. Clad may we be 


from headto foot with that armour, 
provided by Heaven for every ſpi- 
ritual warrior. The greateft and 
moſt numerous of our enemies, are 


thoſe of our own houſhold : Our 


corruptions are many and potent, 
our force againſt them weak and 
impotent. Of our/elves wwe can do 
nothing. All our ſufficiency is of God \|. 
May we be concerned then to be 


accoutred as heavenly gladiators 
with the ſword of the ſpirit, the ſhield 
of faith, the helmet of jakvation ; and 


above all with that moſt uſeful 
weapon all prayer t with which, 
aſſiſted from above, we ſhall t 
faith, and at length 
lay hold of everlaſiing life F. 
SURPRISING ! about a quarter of 


an hour ago, as I was muſing in a 


moſt penſi ve ſtrain upon the Buiter- 


, I remember I felt a little ting- 


ling ſmart: In examining tbe cauſe, 
I ſaw the Gaat had alighsed u pon 


the back of my hand, diſregarding 
the pain, and thoughtleſs of the 


conſequence, I ſuffered it to pro- 


trude its amazingly poignant lancet 
and to probe my Beſt. Ts ppoſe the 
inflammatory matter that was then 
emitted 1s the cauſe of the preſent 
tumor, which ſeems to ſwell and 
rage the more, the more I look. 
Thus, while F admired the little 
creatures dexterity, I purchaſed'a 


ſatis faction to my curioſity at a dear 


expence. I remember to have read 
of one, who prying with too eager, 
and (I may fay) unbecoming, in- 
tenſeneſs, into that prodigy in na- 


ture, the burning mountain Yeſwwi- 
us, plunged unexpectedly into the 
yawning gulph, and became an im- 


mediate prey to its tremendous and 
reſiſtleſs ravages. What an argu- 
ment is it of arrogance and preſump- 
tion, to inſpect too minutely into 
the ſecrets of the wonder-working 
God ! As we know it is abſolutely 
impoſſible for the greateſt adept in 
ſcience,, to fathom the myſterious 
profound of this aſtoniſhing tranſ- 
action, how vain and puerile then is 
tne leaſt attempt. Secret things be- 
long unto the Lord our God. His 
name is wonderful, and he is jealous 
of his glory, and will not give it 
unto another. Where is the acuteſt 
proſicient in the philofophic ſyſtem, 
that can favour me with a ſatisfying 
definition reſpecting the eſſence, na- 
ture and properties, of almoſt the 


meaneſt of all vegetable producti- 


ons, @ fingle blade of graſs? Where 
is the anatomiſti, though judicious | 
and diſcerning to a miracle, that 


2 Cor. iii. 5. t If you are fond of viewing military preparations, I fan- 
cy I can direct you to a repoſitory, where you will ſee gratis, every part 
of armoury neceſſary to compleat a Chriſtian ſoldier, Each piece, Iacknow- 
ledge is of great antiquity, but this augments their value. They are in ex- 
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cellent order, being in conftaat uſe. We are obliged to that famous cham- 
pion the Apoſtle Paul, for the very curious collection. Epheſ. vi. 10, 19. 


— 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 23 


can deſcribe perſpicuouſly the cauſe 
and nature of thoſe vital movements; 
the ſymmetry, proportion, and ex- 
act dependance of every part of that 
minute, organized ſyſtem, whoſe 
ſmarting effects I ſtill feel? Is not 


the finger of an all-creating Deity 


more evidently diſplayed in every 
atom ? Is there not a fargreater de- 
gree of infinite wiſdom and match- 
leſs power, in each imperceptible 
grain, than in all the majeitic eleva- 
tion, and proud attempts, of mor- 
tals here below ! who is a God like 
our God ? The worlds of nature, 
providence and prace, are all ſub- 
miſſively obedient to his ſovereign 
and uncontroulable authority. None 
can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, 


what doeſt thou? Were his works. 


to be developed by finite under- 
ſtanding, they would no longer re- 
main attoniſhing. How mean and 
ignoble muſt that being be! how un- 
worthy the character of the great 
JEHOVAH, who ſinks his operations 
to the worm-like capacity of a few 
groveling inſets here at his foot- 

ool. Hath the eternal Gop been 
pleaſed to unfold the auguſt page of 
creation, in the far more ample vo- 
lume of his works ; I eſteem it my 
duty proſtrate to lie before him, 
and humbly to admire, where I can- 
not compre/end, Hath he given me 
that ineſtimable treaſure, the grand 
volume of his word? I defire to pe- 
ruſe it, to meditate and converſe 
upon it, to pray over it, and to hear 
it illuſtrated; and this with a grate- 
ful, humble ſpirit, and with an ar- 
dent defire to improve. May the 
eſſential and fundamental truth, it 
contains, be the ſubject of my con- 


tinual contemplation and compla- 


cency ; 1 would even admire, every 


page and line in thoſe wonderful 
records, — but this is my deſire, this 
my fervent petition, that I may be 
preſerved from waſting my precious 
moments in curious enquiries, frothy 
ſpeculations, and inſipid criticiſms, 
There is ſufficient (my dear correſ- 

pondent) revealed in the goſpel of 
our bieſſed RREDEEMER, both for 
our Faith and Practice. The ſcrip- 

tures of truth, are, alone, able to 


make us wiſe unto ſalvation. That 


which is our intereſt to believe and 
obey, is ſo evidently made known 
unto us in this ſacred repoſitory, 
that he that runs may read ; and if 
we ſubrait to the directions of this 
divine clue, we need not fear of be- 
ing conducted ſafe to the city of e- 
ternal habitations. Be it our con- 
cern then, Sir, to ſtudy the volume 
of revelation, with the greateſt ſe- 
riouſneſs and attention; with un- 
faultering conſtancy, and induſtry 
indefatigable. The Loxp illumi- 
nate.our benighted underſtandings, 
to behold ſome of thoſe wondrous 
things contained in his holy law, 
and let us beware of living upon 
empty chaff, inſtead of ſolid and fa- 
tisfying grain, for plain is the path 
that leads to Heaven, if we do not 
embarraſs ourſelves by ſtraying out 
of the ancient track. - If we ſubmit 
not to the preſcriptions of unerring 
wiſdom, weſhall only betray our folly 
and ignorance ; it may be, at ĩaſt 
miſs of our haven of reſt. Let us 
be concerned then, aſter a more in- 
ward, powerful experience of divine 


things upon our ſouls, for heart 


knowledge is that alone, that wall 
yield us comfort in a dying hour: 
Without this ovr Faith 1s vain, we 
are yet in our fins. Heart experience 
is an acquirement,or rather a dona- 


It was a quaint ſaying, but a juſt obſervation, of the excellent Mr. Ma- 
ſon, That to be wiſe be/ow what is written, is to be poorly w/e 3 but to be 


* wile ab5ve what is written, is to be richly fooliſo. 
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tion of Heaven, not ſo eaſy to be 
obtained, as moſt, alas! are apt to 
imagine. It is eaſy to record our 
names in the church of Gop below; 
but are our unworthy names writ- 
ten in the Lamb's book of life? We 
may each of us fit down at the Ta- 
ble of the Log D on earth; but have 
we any reaſon to believe we ſhall 
fit down another day at the marri- 


age ſapper of the Lamb? Let the 


one thing needful, be iuperlatively in 
our eſteem, for of no avail are ſu- 
perficial enquiries, and ſpeculative 
knowledge, unleſs our hearts are 
fanRified by the ſpirit of Goo, and 
have the ſtamp of his image upon 
them. | 

J hope, Sir, you will readily for- 
give the unuſual prolixity of this 
letter; ſince I can aſſure you it was 
not my intention thus to exerciſe 
your patience, when I firſt ſat down 
to write. If any truths I have here 
inſerted ſhould be happily uſeful 
to your beſt intereſts, you are more 
than welcome to all my labour. I 
have not yet compleated my deſign, 
muſt therefore beg to intrude once 
more upon your good-nature, by 
preſenting you with another epiſtle 
upon the ſame ſubject. In the in- 
terim, 3 5 
I am, dear Sir, 
Tooly-ftreet. Yours, &c. &c. 
Southwark. J. E. 


I To be continued. ] 
To the Proprietors of the Spiritual Ma- 


gagine. 
Gentlemen, | 
Be pleaſed to inſert the following ex- 
tract from an old Manuſcript, being 


the form of a pious ſoul's covenan- 


ing with God, and the review of 


_ that covenant ; and you ill oblige 
Tours, Oc. : 
1 La 
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O MOST dreadful G'o Ds 
| for the paſſion of thy dear 
Son, I beſeech thee, accept of thy 
poor prodigal, now proſtrating him- 
ſelf at thy door; I have fallen from 
thee by mine 1n1quity, and am by 
nature a child of death, and a thou- 
fand times more the child of Hell 


by my wicked practice: But as of 


thy infinite grace, thou haſt pro- 
miſed grace to me in CHRIST, if 
I will but turn to thee with all my 
heart ; therefore, upon the call of 
thy goſpel, I am now come in, and 
throwing down my weapons, ſub- 
mit mytelf to thy mercy ; and be- 
cauſe thou requireſt that I ſhould 
put away mine Idols, and be at de- 
fiance with all thine enemies, which 


I acknowledge I have wickedly ſin- 
ed with againſt thee, I here, from 


the' bottom of my heart, renounce 
them all, firmly covenanting with 


thee, not to allow myſelf in any 
known fin, but conſcientiouſly uſe 


all the means, that I know thou haſt 


preſcribed, for the utter deſtruction 


of all my corruptions. And, where- 
as I have formerly, inordinately and 
idolatrouſly, let out my affections 
upon the world, I do here reſign my 
heart to thee that made it, humbly 
proteſting before thy glorious Ma- 
jeſty, that it is the firm reſolution 
of my heart (and that I unfeignedly 
deſire grace from thee, that, when 
thou ſhalt call me here unto, I may 
practice this my reſolution, through 
thy aſſiſtance) to forſake all that is 
dear to me in this world, rather than 
to turn from thee to theways of fin; 


and that I will watch againſt all its 


temptations, whether of proſperity 
or adverſity, leſt they ſhould with- 
draw my heart from thee ; beſeech- 
ing thee alio to help me-againtt all 
the temptations of Satan, to whole 
wicked ſuggeſtions I refolye by thy 
grace never to yield myſelf a ſer- 
rant; and becauic my own righte. 

ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs is but as filthy rags, I re- 
nounce all confidence therein, and 
acknowledge that I am of myſelf a 
hopeleſs, helpleſs, undone creature, 
without righteouſneſs or ſtrength. 
And for as much as thou haſt, of 
thy bottomleſs mercy, offered moſt 
graciouſly to me wretched ſinner, 
to be accepted by Gop through 
CHR1sT, if I would accept of thee ; 
I call Heaven and Earth to record 
this day, that I do here folemnly a- 
vouch thee for the LoR D my Gov ; 
and with all poſſible veneration, 
bowing the neck of my ſoul under 
the feet of thy moſt gloriouſly ſa- 
cred Majeſty, I do here take thee 
the Lord IEHOVAR, FAT HER, Sox 
and Hol x Grosr for my portion 
and chief good; and ſo give up my- 
ſelf body and ſoul to thy ſervice, 
promiſing and vowing to ſerve thee 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the 
days of my life, as far as thou ſhalt 
enable me by thy free grace. And, 
ſince thou haſt appointed the Lox p 
Jesus CHRIST, the only means of 
coming unto thee, I do here, upon 
the bended knee of my ſoul, accept 
of him, as the only new, and living 
way, by which ſinners may have 
acceſs to thee, and do hereby ſo- 
lemnly join myſelf in marriage co- 
venant to him. O bleſſed Jesvus! 
I come to thee hungry and thirſty, 
poor and wretched, miſerable, blind 
and naked, a moſt loathſome pol- 
luted wretch, a guilty and con- 
demned malefactor, unworthy for 
ever to waſh the feet of the ſervants 
of my Loxbp, much more to be ſo- 


emnly married to the King of Glo- 


ry; but, fince ſuch is thy unpa- 
rallelled love, I do here, with all 
my powers, accept thee,for my head 
and huſband, to love, honour, and 
obey thee, and this to death. I 
embrace thee in all thy offices, 


I renounce my own worthineſs, and 


do here, avow thee to be the Lot v 
| D 


all hazards for thee ; verily ſu 
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my righteouſneſs ; I renounce my 
own wiſdom, and do here take thee 
for my only guide ; I renounce my 
own will, and take thy will for my 
law. And fince thou haſt told me, 
that I muſt ſuffer if I will reign ; I 
do here covenant with thee to take 
poſ- 
ing that neither life, nor death, ſhall 


part between thee and me. And be- 
cauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to give 


me thy holy laws, as a rule of my 
life, and the way in which I ſhould 
walk to thy kingdom, I here wil- 
lingly put my neck in thy yoke, 
and ſet my ſhoulders to thy bur- 
then; and ſubſcribing to all thy 
laws as holy, juſt, and good, I ſo- 
lemnly take them as the rule of my 
thoughts, words and actions; pro- 
miſing that, though my fleſh con- 
tradict and rebel, yet, I will endea- 
vour to order and govern my whole 
life, according to thy directions, 
and will not allow myſelf in the 
neglect of any thing that I know to 
be my duty. But as through the 
frailty of my fleſh, I am ſubje& to 
many failings, I am bold hunibly to 
proteſt, that unallowed miſcarriages, 
contrary to the ſettled bent and re- 
ſolution of my heart, ſhall not make 
void this covenant; for ſo thou haſt 
ſaid. Now Almighty Gop, ſearcher 
of hearts, thou knoweſt that I make 
this covenant with thee, this day, 
without any known gujle or reſer- 
vation, Bae eie, if thou 
ſeeſt any flaw, or ſalſehood therein, 
thou would diſcover it to me, and 
help me doit aright. And now glo- 
ry be to thee, O Gop the FATHER, 
whom I ſhall behold, from this day, 
as my Gop and FarHER, in that 
thou haſt found out, and led me in 
the way for the recovery of undone 
ſinners : Glory be to thee, O Gop 
the Son, who, I hope, hath loved 
me, and waſhed me from my fins, 


in thine own blood, and art now 
be- 


* 
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become my Saviour and RE DEE 


MEE : Glory be to thee O Gop 


the Hol v Gaosr, who, by the fin- 
ger of thy Almighty Power, hath 
turned my heart trom fin to Gop. 
O dreadful Jenwovan! the Loxp 
Gop Omaipotent, FaTHER, Son, 
and Hol Y GurosT, thou art now 


become my covenant friend, and 1, 


through thy infinite grace. am be- 
come thy covenant ſervant. 
Amen, ſo be it. | 
> M. 8. 
O Lon d, let this covenant, which 


JI have made on earth, be ratified by 
thee in Heaven; enable me, O 


Lok to perſorm that which I have 
vowed. 
O moſt holy Lox p, I have been 


reviewing my covenantengagement 


to be thine, and, would humbly 
pray, that thy blood may cleanſe 
my ſoul from thoſe crimes, I have. 
been guilty of fincemy firſt engage- 
ment to be the Lory's: Oh! that 
thou wouldeſt ſhed one ray of divine 
light, on my dark, diſmal wound- 
ed foul; the grand enemy of ſouls 
hath ſhot his fiery dart: O! gracious 
Goo, pour in the balm of thy 
grace, and heal the ghaſtly wounds; 
Logp let not Satan prevail againſt 


me. 


rte & F. 


A POEM, 
On the Spiritual Reign of CurisT ; 
Or, the Glory of the Church in the 
latter Day. 


Plal. Ixxxvii. 3. Glorious things are 
[poten of thee, O city of God. 


H bliſsful Day! when Chr:/ 
ſhall come to reign; 
When enmity againſt him, will be 
ſlain, \ 
And he, his peoples cauſe, will 


e'er maintain: 


When his dominion, ſhall appear to 


be | 


From pole to Pole, from Eaſt to 


Weſtern Sea, 
The Heathen giv'n for his inheritance, 
And th? utmoſt parts of earth his 
praiſe advance. 
Happy day! when the ſpirit from 
on high, 
Is poured down on earth conſpicu- 
ouſly : 


When Gentiles, in their fullneſs, ſhalt 
be brought, 
And Jacob's tribes from ev'ry quar- 
ter ſought, 
Delightful thought! that I may juſt- 
_ ly ſay, 


A nation ſball be born in that bleſt 


day! | 
Our great Redeemer, they ſhall own, 
as theirs, | 
And each of them, appear, as ſons, 
and heirs : | 
All prejudice in them, ſhall be no 


no more, 

And Chrift, as God, they ever will 
' adore ; 5 on 
Being grafted in the true olive 


tree, 
A holy nation, they ſhall ever be. 
When their iniquities, (a num'rous 
ſtore!) 


And their dread ſins, rememb'red 


ate no more. 


Oh 
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Oh, happy day! when they in 
ſacred bands, 
With laſting joy, are brought to 
their own lands ; 
And Gentiles too, whom they long 
time have lighted, 
Together, as one foul, ſhall be u- 
nited ; 
Into one fold, under one Shepherd 
there, 
Where they ſhall feed in paſtures 
green and fair: 
And David, Chrift, ſhall be their 
_ _ glorious King, 


And they in triumph ſhall his praiſes 
| ſing. 


Oh, happy day! when Judah 


7 ſhall not vex 
Epbraim, nor Ephraim Fudab more 
erplex, : 
When jars ſhall ceaſe, and baniſh'd 
| be all hate, 
In that moſt ſweet, Philadelphian 
ſtate. 


Oh, happy day ! thrice. happy it 

| indeed! 

| When Cow and Bear, on they 

ſhall feed; 

Their young ones, in peace, lie 
down together, 

Not fearing ſtorms, or any boiſt- 
'rous weather. 

The rav'nous wolf ſhall dwell with 

| the ſweet Lamb, 

The Leopard lie with Kid, as its 

| own dam: 


And the fierce Lion, that Majeſtic 


beaſt, 

With ſtraw, like th” 

| ſhall ſweetly feaſt. 

On th? hole of Aſp, ſhall play the 
ſucking child, 

And th* Cockatrice, to others, be 
moſt mild: 

Theſe, ſhall not hurt, or ever more 
deſtroy, 

In all God's holy mountain, nor an- 


noy. 


Ox, himſelf 
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Great peace ſhall be among Chr:/'s 
people dear 

By day, and night, none caufi ing 
them to fear. 

Among themfelyes, no Ariſe, but 
all agree, 


And watchmen, too, with eye to eye 
mall ſee. 


In that bleſt da „the root of Je/5 
hall and, 4 2 
An enſign for the * and com- 
mand, 
With love, with 8 with 
ſmiles moſt meek ; 


His glorious reft, the Gentiles me 


ſhall ſeek. 


. Oh, happy day! * th? wit 
na mall ariſe, 


And ſoar in triumph t ward the 


azure ſkies, i 

And that in ſight of all their ene- 

mies; 

Who long had trampled them, 
beneath their feet, 

And on them look'd as mire ind 
the ſtreet ; 

But with their juſt reward they 
ſoon ſhall meet : 

As 8 millſtone caſt into the 
ca, 

Their end ſhall come, and never 
more they'll be. ; 


Ob, happy day! when BabePs 
noxious whore, f 
Shall not perplex the Chriſtian any 


more; 


And men ſhall hate the Jade, and 


ſhall conſpire 


To lay her waſte, and burn her 


fleſh with fire. 
Oh, happy day! when that de- 


lightful found, . 
Babel is fallen! is fallen to the 
ground! 


And 
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And, never, never more, may ſhe 

ariſe, 

But in the lake, ſhall utter forth 

her cries, 

Where the falſe prophet and the 
beaſt both lies. 8 
Oh, happy day! when war- 

ſhall be no more, 

Nor nation lift up ſword, gainſt 

nation o'er 4 

And lafling peace ſhall be from 

ſhore to ſhore ; 

When enimity is gone, and all 
proud looks, | 

Swords into plowſhares beat, to 

pruntag hooks 

Their ſpears are made, as ſuch, 

are uſeful crooks. 


No grieving thorn, in all God's holy 


hill, 

Nor pricking brier, his peoples 
peace to nill; 

The Tart empire be quite over- 
thrown, 

And Popiſh cruelty, no more be 
known : 

So no more cauſe for them to be 
diſmay'd, 

Their rights they will enjoy be? g 
not afraid 

Of any foe, that ſhall them e' er mo- 
leſt, 

But ſhall for ever dwell, in quiet reſt. 

Oh, happy day ! when Chriſt's 

F2 bride, 

Shall riſe and ſhine, not fraught 
with pride, 

Adorn'd with jewels, ratment not 
her own, 

But what her Lord hath graciouſ- 
ly betown 

More White, than the fair lilly 
fully blown : 


She ſhall be to him, as a princelß 
And e, themſelves, e' en down un- 


gem, 

And! in his hand, a royal diadem: 

A beauty ſhe mall be in great per- 
fection 

Jebovab. jireb, will be her protec 

tion, 


The Iles, ſhall come in troops, to ® 
Her glory, and ſuch that dwell | 
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Darkneſs, groſs darkneſs, ſome peo- 
plwkle cover ſhall, 

But unto her, her Lord be all in all! 
He will ariſe on her with ſplendent 


rays, 

His 204 reſt on her, in theſe bleſt 
days : 

To es | Jeruſalem, this bridemoſR”*) 
air, f 

None in the earth, ſhall equal or 
compare ? 

Why ſo? becauſe her Lord is ever 
there, 

Her brightneſs ſhall allure the re- 
gal crown, 2 

And at her feet, the ſcepter win | 
lay down ; 


With higheſt praiſes, Kings hep 
will her greet, 

And th' duſt with pleaſure, lick 
from off her feet. | 

And unto her, great numbers they 

ſhall flow, 

The numbers ofher converts, ſhe'll 

not Know. | 


her, and ſee 


beyond the ſea 
Shall anto her,truly converted be. 
The barb'rous nations, when of 
her they're told, | 
To her, they'll bring their 8 
alſo their gold, 5 
Nebaioth's rams, ſhall come in to 
her fold: 
This ſhall be done by them, with 
one accord, 
And find acceptance on the altar of 
her Lord. 
The ſons of them who did her once 
affflict, 
Shall bend to her, the ſcriptures do 
predict; 


to her feet 
In humble ſort, they ever will her 
reet 3 


They ſhall call her, the city of the 


Lord, 
The 
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The Zion of the Lamb, with one ac- 
cord; 


She ſhall be brought to an high ſta- 


tion, | 
The joy of every generation. 


The ſun ſhall be no more her lght 


by day, 
By night, ſhe ſhall not need the 
moon's bright ray; | 
The Lamb ſhall be to her a laſting 
1 N 
And her own God, ſhall be her glo- 
ry bright: | 
Such glories in this ftate, ſhe'll 
plainly ſee, | 
And mourning days, for ever end- 
ed be. 
Kings they ſhall nurſe her, as a 
child moſt dear, 
And Queens as ſuch, whom they 
themſelves did bear : 
Her officers ſhall be a laſting peace, 
And her exactors perfect righteouſ- 
m—__ 77 | 
Theſe things, O Zion, tho? they're 
| moſt ſublime, | 
The Lord will haſten them in his 
due time: ; 
The Lamb will thine on thee with 
glorious rays; 


Oh ! happy, thrice happy, halcyon 
days. 8 
J. M. 


| To the Editors of the Spiritual Ma- 
ET gaxine. 
GENTLEMEN, 
Pleaſe to inſert the following in your 
agazine. 


An Evening ODE, 
JO W calm, how clear, and 


how ſerene, | 
No boiſt'rous winds, no clouds are 
ſeen ; 
All nature ſeeme th to unite, 
To yield the ſenſes ſweet delight ; 
See! Sol withdraw his vivid ray, 


And paints the ſky at cloſe of day ; 
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See! yonder what a beauteous dye, 
Does checker o'er the weſtern ſky ; 
No ſkill of man, no works of art, 
Can ſuch a beauteous ſcene impart: 
But all the race of men may fee 
The footſteps of a Deity. 
The robin fits on yonder ſpray, 7 
And ſweetly warbles torth his lay, 
To him that fed it all the day: 1 
Go on, ſweet bird, and ſtrain thy 
8 throat, | 
To lengthen out thy charming note, 
And may'ſt thou never ceaſe to be, 
A faithful monitor to me ; | 
But may my praiſe, like incenſe,riſt 
A grateful evening ſacrifice. ts 
How cool the breeze, how ſweet the 
| air, 
See! flocks and herds to reſt repair, 
And in ſweet ſleep to drive away 


: — 


The toil and burden of the day. 


While man and beaſt do ſeek repoſe, 
My muſe aſſiſt me to diſcloſe Wi 
The wanders of the filent night, 
Wonders that muſt raiſe high de- 
| light, 5 2 
To all, that after them enquire, 
And make, their ſtudy and defire, 
In them, their maker to deſcry, 
Thro' this extent of earth dez, 


Fair Luna, ſheds its filver light, 
Welcome, great empreſs of the 
night, 5 
When Phcebus has his heat with. 
drawn, | 
Thouſhin'ſt with brightneſs o'er the 
While zephyrs play in gentle breeze, 
Thou glim'reſt thro? the fpreading 
h trees. : 
See! yonder opacoas planets ſtray, 
Enlighten'd by the God of day, 
Refulgent ſun, how glorious bright, 
To give the moon and planets light: 
O! may thy grace, all glorious God, 
Thro' all my heart be ſhed abroad; 
And may thy precious goſpel ſhine, 
And chear this darken'd ſoul of 
mine. | 


Now 
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Now, what an awful ſilence reigns, 
Deſpotic, o'er the dreary plains 
No pleaſing ſounds the ear to greet, 
Awful, yet welcome, lov'd retreat; 
Bleſt ſolitude, that's wholly free 


From ſlander, envy, flattery, 


From noiſe and hurry, care and 
Kriſe, 

And all the baits of ſinful life. 

Thus, when old age does interpoſe, 

And life ſeems drawing near a cloſe, 

May my days paſs, ſerene and clear, 

With no dark clouds to interfere; 


But, peaceful, may I meet my fate, 


Prepared for a better ſtate ; 


A ſtate, where night can never 


come, 
But always bright refulgent noon. 
Behold ! innumerable ſtars, | 


In Heaven's grand canopy, appears; 


What wond'rous order each ob- 
we, 

None from his proper ſtation ſwerves, 

Not one but keeps his proper place, 


Not one that moves out of his ſpace; _ 


How large their number, large 
their ſi ze, | | 
How plac'd in the Æthereal ſkies; 
Was 1+ has ſuch ſubtle flames con- 
n'd, | 


To keep the ſtation them aſlign'd ; 


Who! but a God of endleſs might, 
Who form'd the darkneſs, form'd 
,- 3 the liaht; | | 
What! O my ſoul, but power di- 

vine, | 
Could cauſe ſuch beauteous lamps 
to ſhine; 
Always to burn, yet ne'er decay, 
And always keep their deſtin'd way. 
Learn, O my ſoul, to fear this God, 
Who ſpread the ſtarry ſky abroad, 


That God, who fix'd the ſtars on 


high, | 
And can ſuch worms as men de- 
__ fixoy; 7 
Againſt his power, thou can'ſt not 
| ſtand, | 
But ſoon muſt fink beneath his 
hand ; 1 no 


I ne'er could think the moments 


Then, humbly fall beneath his feet, 
And his compaſſion there intreat ; 
By love and mercy, he is known, 
For mercy doth ſurround his throne; 
All nature doth obey its Lord, 

He rules it by his powerful word; 
All gladly do obey his will, 
And the great end aſſign'd fulfil : 


But man, more favour'd than the 


reſt, 5 

Who by all nature is careſs'd ; 

Vain and ungrateful man, doe 
rove : | 


Falſe to his Maker's boundleſs love; 


Regardleſs of Almighty God, 


He walks in fins deſtructive road. 


Leave, O my ſoul, the finner's way, 
And God's commands with joy 
obey ; 3 | | 
And with the whole creation join, . 

To ſerve Omnipotence divine. 
But, hark! what voice 1s that I 
de, 55 | 
What pleaſing muſick ſtrikes my 
tary." 8 | 
*Tis thou, melodious Philomel, 
None elſe can pleaſe the ear ſo 
well; VT 
Thy voice ſo clear, ſo ſoft, yet 


ſtrong, . 


long, TIES 
In liſt'ning to thy pleaſing ſong ; ) 
Thou mimicks, ſure, thoſe heavenly 


* ſtrains, | 


That warble o'er the Elyſian plains; 


When! ſhall my raviſh'd eyes ſur- 

Ten . Weins Angels 

On NG harps ; while thouſands 

The gin 8 of Heaven's eternal 
King : 


SW | 
When! ſhall I hear thoſe heavenly 


ſongs, 
Chanted by their immortal tongues ; 
Where, no diſcord, nor jarring found, 
Thro' the whole heavenly band 3 


found; Bat 
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Bat all, in ſweet harmonious lays, 
Do celebrate IE HOVAH's praiſe. 


Now balmy ſleep ſteals o'er my 


eyes, | 
And each alluring object flies; 
Thro' vifionary ſcenes I'Il ſtray, 


And dream of bliſs, till dawn of 


day. 


Hinckley, Dec. 10, 1761. J. 8. 
The BELIEVER's Ardent Deſire. 


IR'D with zeal, I'd now begin 
To march the heavenly road; 


To ſlay my every darling ſin, 
With a fierce flaming ſword. 


No more I'd lend a liſt' ning ear 
To what the Tempter lays ; 

My unbelief, with every fear, 
Should vaniſh from mine eyes. 


| I'd triumph o'er a frowning world, 


Nor dread the ſpite of Hell; 

My inbred ſins ſhould all be burl'd, 
Down where the Devils dwell. 
With prayer of faith I'd hourly ply 

The throne of God's free grace; 


| Deſcending love and heavenly joy, 


Should fire my tongue with 
praiſe. 


Thus, while a pilgrim here below, 


The chariots of his love, 
Should bear me, all the deſart 
through, | 
To realms of bliſs above. 
There, 'midſt the bright ſeraphic 
hoſts, a | 
I'll ſhout, with every breath; 
The grace that brougat me from 
the coalts | | 
Of Sin, and Hell, and Death. 
: N. W. 


To the EpiTors of the SpIRIT UAL 
| MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The following Lines were produced by 
the late Declaration of War againſt 
Spain, which, if you think proper, 
may be depoſited in your Magazine, 
in doing which, you'll oblige, 

| Your conſtant Reader, 
Macclesfield, Fo Bo 


the throne, 
Endow his youthful heart 


BY Lord, our King upon 


With grace, and w.ſdom to diſcern - 


Each vile intriguing art. 


Tho? France and Spain, who now 


are join'd, 
Proud haughty aims purſue ; 
Their councils croſs, their ſchemes 
confound, | | 
That we may them ſubdue. 


Tho? war now rapes, far and near, 


May't ne'er approach our iſle, 
But, in th? midſt of dread alarms, 
Rich plenty on us ſmile. © 


Our fruitful fields with grain adorn, | 


Our folds with ſheep ſupply ; 
Our ſtalls with oxen do thou fill, 
And give us ev'ry joy. 


Bleſs all thy Miniſters O Lord, 
Enrich with heav'nly grace; 

That they may teach their flocks 

the way . | " 

To everlaſting peace. 


— 


To the EDITORs of the SPIRI- 
TUAL MAGAZINE, 
Gentlemen, 

The following was wrote by one 
who was bred a Mechanic : 17 
it merits a Place in your valua- 
ble Treafure, your inſerting it, 
may not only encourage him ta 
attempt ſomething further, but 
zwill greatly oblige many of your 
Readers here, as well as 


| Yours (with the maſt ardent 
 Wijhes for your Succeſs ) 


NoTTINGHAM | 
February 2, 1762. N. P. 


A PARA PRASE on Pſalm li. 


REAT God! whoſe goodneſs 
ſhines through boundleſs ſpace, 
Whoſe bounty flows to all our 


guilty race ; 
s Low 
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Low at thy footſtool, ſee! thy ſup- 


pl'ant lie, 

And for thy mercy wait, with long- 
ing eye; 

Dreadfully numerous my crimes 

appear, 

But not more num'rous than thy 
mercies are; 

My aggravated faults to thee are 

nown, 

For, againit thee, theſe ol on I 
done; 

And ſhould thy vengeance cruſh me 
to the duſt, 

Heav'n, Earth, and Hell, muſt own 
the ſentence juſt ! 

But oh! let mercy cancel ev'ry fin, 

And waſh me thoroughly from guilt 
within : 

Soon as the tainted embryo began 

To form, and ripen to the ſhape of 
man ; 

Or e'er the clay partook of vital 
breath, 

The fatal ſeeds of ſin grew up for 
death; 

Through all my life, through all 

my pow'rs diffus'd ! 

What a fad harveſt has this ſeed 
roduc *d ? 


Behold! my agonies, my inward. 


ſmart, 

Thou art the Man! has pierc'd me 

to the heart: 

O! from the guilt of blood! that 
diſmal ſtain ! 

Waſh my polluted, guilty conſcience 
clean : 

With gladneſs let me hear thy 

rdoning voice, 

And make my broken ſpirit to re- 
joĩce; 

From all my ſins, O! hide thy glo- 
rious face, 

And blot out all my groſs i iniquities: 

Create in me a new and contrite 
heart, 

And a right ſhirie i in my inward 

art ; 

O! from thy preſence caſt me not 

away, 


F 

But let thy ſpirit guide me, let [ 
ſtray. 

Purge me with hyſſop, and 1 ſhall 
be clean, 

Nor let the leaſt corrupted taint re- 
main : 

My God! reſtore th? unutterable Joy, 

Of ſins forgiven, and ſalvation nigh, 

Then will I teach tranſgreſſors in 
thy ways, 

And num'rous converts ſhall adore 
thy grace; 

Then ſhall my tongue thy rzghte- 
ouſneſs proclaim, 

And ſpread the honours of my Sa- 
viour's name 

My joyful lips ſhall thy ſalvation 
ing. 

And all my pow'rs their grateful 
tribute bring. 

No blood of bullocks ever can 
atone, 

For one tranſgreſſion guilty man has 
done; 

But, whilſt they ſhadow forth the ſin- 
ner's due, 

They bring that glorious ſacrifice 
to view; 

On which the vileſt ſinner may rely 

For pardon of his crimes of deepeſt 
dye: 

is that ſpeaks pardon to my 
guilty ſoul, 

»Tis that which makes my broken 
ſpirit whole; 

Strict juſtice there is wrote in dread - 
ful lines, 

And ſmiling mercy in full glory 
ſhines. 

For a full pardon to the Son I'll fly, 

Pleading his merits, he cannot deny; 

With humble ſpirit and a contrite 
heart, 

I in this ſacrifice will claim a part. 
Now, let his praiſe employ my 

chearful tongue, 

His great ſalvation ſhall be all my 
ſong ; 

Ye ſons of Sion, in the concert join, 

And ſing his mercy ö his 
grace divine. 
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PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


To the PROPRIETORS of the Spiritual 
MaGAZINE, 


Gentlemen, 


7 he following Epiſtle tranſcribed from 


the Author's own M. S. S. is tranſ- 
mitted to veu with a View to amuſe 
and edify your Readers, by 


Tour conſtaut Reader, 


TEE 
The SPIRITUAL STAFF. 


A Leiter wrote by Mr. W. H. 70 a 
Yeung Man who bad lately preſented 
hint with a Walking-ſlick. 


My dear friend Job, 
* were pleaſed, not long 


ſince, to preſent me with a 
ſtaff, of your own making; with 
with which I am pleaſed and de- 
lighted, and take it with me where- 
ever Igo. Now, by way of grati- 
tude and acknowledgement, I ſend 
you, in return, à few meditations 
on a ſtaff, which I call, A aff /pi- 
rilualixed; hoping that mine will be 
as acceptable to you as your's is to 
me; that you may iakeas much de- 
light and pleaſure in mine, as 1 do 
in yours or more ; and that you 
may be more benehted by it than I 
poſſibly can by that which you ſent 


me, Under the fimilitude of a 


Walking-ſtick, I would recommend 
religion to you in theſe particulars, 
1 obſerve concerning a ſtaff, that 


it is an implemeut for the hand, 


which is an active member. The V, 
raelites were commanded to eat the 
paſſover, with their ſtaſf in their 
vand +. It is not a thing merely to 


- + Exod, xii, 11. 9 Gen, xxxii. 10. 
b UI A? . 


be looked at, but rather to be uſed 
and handled. Such a thing religi 
gion is, my friend ; it isto be taken 
in hand and practiſed, and not to 
be only looked at or talked of. Re- 
ligion is real, open, and undiſguiſ- 
ed, like a ſtaff in the hand. It is to 


be felt and experienced in the very 


heart and ſoul, and not a cloak or 
diſguiſe for falſehood and hypocriſy. 
Therefore, my Job, do not ſtand 
contentedwith meer lookingatreligi- 
on, or talking of it, but lay bold on 


it, handle, and embrace it, Again, 


A ſtaff is an inſtrument for travel- 
lers. A perion takes it with him 
wherever he goes, as his conſtant 
companion; though when goiug a- 
broad, he leave all his other goods 
and companions at home. 'Thus 
Jacob went from his father's houſe, 
having neither wealth nor .compa- 
ny but his faff . The angel had 
his ſtaff ||, and fo had Elia. The 
diſciples were commanded to take 
nothing for their journey, /ave a 
af only 4. So every one that tra- 
vels towards heaven muſt take reli- 
gion with him, to be his conſtant 


companion wherever he goes, other- 


wiſe he cannot travel towards that 
better country. We are not aſham- 
ed to take our ſtaff with us into a- 
ny company or place we go: no, 
we take it to fairs and markets ; 
upon Lord's days and week days; 
when we go among pious perſons 
or prophane. In hike manner, my 
friend, may you and I never leave 
our religion at home when we go a- 
broad; nor abroad when we come 
home; never be aſhamed of it in a- 
ny company; but let it be aa open 


|| Judg. vi. 21, * 2 Kings iv. 29. 


and 


EIGUS THOUGHTS: 
"doth comfort me, faith the Pſalmiſt. 
Jacob, in his weakneſs and old age, 
worſhipped, bearing on the top of 
his ſtaff F. God promiſeth his peo- 
ple length of days in Jeruſalem, and 
that every man ſhould be with his 
ſtaff in his hand for very age . Now 
the Spiritual Staff will, not only an- 
ſwer to the literal, for theſe purpo- 
ſes, but exceed it as much as the 
ſoul doth the body, and as eternity 
is more important than time: for it 
makes the weak ſtrong, the lame to 
walk uprightly, and the blind to 
ſee clearly. It ftrengthens the weak 
hands and confirms the feeble knees. 
It opens the eyes of the blind and 
brings men from darkneſs into God's 
marvellous light. It enables the 
lame to leap as an hart Oh! hap- 
Py the owner of this ſtaff ! may you 
and I find much benefit by it. Again, 
A ſtaff is a riding and a walking 
inſtrument. I make uſe of it both 
ways, though more in the former; 
as I ride much and walk but little. 
Baalam riding on his aſs, had his 
ſtaff in his hand. As a ſtaff will ſuit 
both the horſeman and the footman; 
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and conſtant, with us, as the ſtaff 
in our hand, which we carry ever 
with us. Futhermore, 

A taff is a weapon, both offenſive 
and defenſive. It ſerves to defend 
and protect the owner, as well as to 
offend and hurt his enemy. Thus 
it is a military weapon, or a piece 
of armour. David took his Raft in 
his hand, when he went to encoun- 
ter with Gollab . Benaiah took his 
ſtaff only with him, when he went 
to engage with the robuſt Egypri- 
an+. In this alſo religion will an- 
ſwer exceeding well ; it will defend 
the believer and offend his adverſa- 
ry. The grace of faith in particu- 
lar hath theſe qualities. It defends 
the believer by quenching all the 
fiery darts of the wicked , it over- 
comes the world and the devil. The 
olorious exploits and victorious: tri- 
umphs of faith are recorded in He- 
brews, chap. xi. See how religion, 
under the name of wiſdom, is ap- 
plauded by Solomon; get æuiſdom, get 
undes landing; forget it not, neither de- 
cline from the words of my mouth; for- 
Sake her net and foe all preſerve thee ; 


love her and ſhe ball Frep thee. Mi 
dom is 1he priacipai thing l. Oh may 
ob and I ever carry this excellent 
and uſeful weapon with us, until we 
have entirely gained the victory, and 
have nothing more to fear, in the 
field of battle. The church of 
Chriit hath no weapon but her re- 
ligious flaff; yet ſhe is to her enemies 
terrible, as an army with banners. 
Moreover, | 
A ſtaff ſerves to ſupport, help, 
and direct. It ſupports the weak, 
helps the lame, and directs the blind: 
ſo it ſerves, in ſome meaſure, inſtead 
of ſtrength to the weak, aged and 
infirm; inſtead of legs to the lame; 


and of eyes to the blind; thy fta 


ſo religion well becomes the rich 
and the poor, high and low, per- 
ſons of all ranks and degrees. It is 
neither beneath the Prince nor above 
the peaſant; but very commodi- 
ous, nay abſolutely neceſſary for 
both. The rich man cannot ride 
ſafe and bold without his Spiritual 
ſtaff; neither can the poor man walk 
well without it. Therefore, my Fob, 
whether you be a footman, or a 
horſeman, venture not without this 
ſtaff; you will find it exceeding uſe- 
ful; for her ways are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all her paths are peace, 
both to the maſter and ſervant. But, 

A ſtaff adds to the weight of the 
traveller; yet enables him to go 


1 Sam. xvü. 40. f 2 Sam. xxiii, 20, 21, Þþ Eph. vi. 16, || Prov, iy, 4. &c. 


§ Heb, xi, 21. 


Zech. viii. 4, 3 
faſter 
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faſter. It makes him heavier and 
yet nimbler. It might ſeem to 
hinder, but really helps. Tt is 
a burthen and ſtill an advantage. 
In this reſpect it is like ſhoes to a 
perſon on a journey, though they 
add to his weight, they enable him 
to walk better. Wings are an ad- 
ditional weight to the bird, but 
without them he could not fly. Re- 
ligion is called a yoke and a bur- 
then. In this light you may ſuppoſe 
it to be a weight and trouble; but 
the burthen is light and the yoke 
eaſy, a burthen that helps on the 
bearer, and a yoke that draws 
him forward. Some think religion 
to be perfect ſlavery, but imagine 
ſin to be the moſt extenſive liberty 
that can be enjoyed: whereas the 
perſons who have tried bot h, know 
by experience, that ſuch, as are un- 
der the dominion of fin, are ſlaves 
and captives with a witneſs ; but 
thoſe, who are truly religious, en- 
joy the beſt liberty, and are free in- 
deed. Chriſt appeared to deſtroy 
the works, or ſnares, of the Devil ; 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the priſon to 
thoſe that were bound, If the Son 
make you free, then are you free in- 
deed. Therefore, my dear friend, 
let not the weight of this ſtaff frighten 
you. If you make uſe of it, inſtead 
of being a hinderance, you will find 
it will have a mighty tendency to 
facilitate and accelerate your jour- 
ney heavenward. To fear the Lord 
and depart from evil, ſhall be health 
to thy navel, and marrow to thy. 
bones. In ſhort, without this ſtaff 
you can never enter into 
may note further, that, 

A ſtaff 1s both a driving and a 


drawing inſtrument, eſpecially ſuch - 


a hooked one as you gave me. [t will 


* Iſaiah xxx, 32. 


glory. 1 


+ Zech. xi. 11. Þ 1 Pet. iii, 4. 
Mal. 111; 17. 


"3 


drive open gates before me when | 
ride, and draw others to me. God's 
heavy and grounded ſtaff of judge- 
ment ſcattered the 4/jrians *. In 
Zech. xi. 7. we read of a ſtaff called 
Bands, and ſome tell us that the ve- 
ry term Religion (from religo) ſigni- 
fies tying, or binding. Again, Reli- 
gion doth draw the Saints to God; 
to love one another; to love the 
goſpel ; to love goſpel principles 
and practice, and at laſt it will draw 
them to Heaven itſelf. It directs one 
what to ſhun, and what to embrace; 
what to reject, and what to chuſe: 
It makes one wiſe unto ſalvation. 


Finally, 
A ſtaff is uſed for ornament. A 


perſon often takes it in his hand, 


not ſo much for its aſſiſtance in wal k- 
ing, but becauſe it adoras the tra- 
veller. Judah adorned himſelf with 
his ſignet, bracelet, and ſtaff. We 
read of a ſtaff called Beauty f. Be 
it known unto you, my friend, that 
religion is the greateſt ornament in 
the world, and 1s, in the fight of 
God, of great price 4. Thoſe who 
are religious indeed are an ornament 
and credit to the goſpel now || ; and 
they ſhall be for ever as jewels, in 
the crown of King JESUS, to adorn 
even Heaven itſelf d. | 
That you may be alorned with 
grace here, and glory hereaſte r, is 
the affectionate wiſh of 
© Your ſincere Friend, 
Brechwa, W. HERBERT. 
April 8, 1742. 
+1+ Mr. Herbert died in October foll:wwing), 
and qoas the Author of a little Piece, 
juſt publiſhed, intitled, Piety the beſt 
Portion, price 4d, 
UE R V I. page 190, anſwered. 
Fs 6c 0 W far ſhould the 
on maſter of a family 


« concern himſelf about the eter- 
| Tit, ii. 10, ¶ Iſa. Ixii. 3. 
nal 
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PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


nal ſalvation of his children, ſer- 


vants, &c. Is it his duty to read 
a portion of the ſcripture to them, 
morning and evening, and pray 
with them as often? Should he 
Catechiſe, or aſk them pertinent 
queſtions, at proper ſeaſons ?*? 


. AN important query, tending to 
excite, and ſtir up to a duty much 
neglected within the pale of the 
Chriſtian Church, - and that by ma- 
ny whoſe profeſſion runneth pretty 
high. Waen vital religion, or the 
power of Godlineſs is upon the de- 
cline, as it is lamentably fo at this 
day, thoſe branches of practical 
godlineſs are almoſt the firſt that are 
neglected. One, who is not very 
well acquainted with the profeſſing 
part of mankind, but hath neverthe- 
leſs, a juſt ſenſe of the forcible prin- 
ciples of humanity, would be apt to 
think 1t im poſſible for a parent (who 


is himſelf acquainted with the hei- 


nous nature of ſin, the impartial 
juſtice of God, and the vanities of 
bewitching earth) to be careleſs a- 
bout the eternal ſalvation of his chil- 
dren, Yet, with grief we ſee num- 
bers of profeſſing parents, though 
in every reſpect as careful as any 
man, for the training up of their 


children in the modiſh faſhions of 


the times, and the procuring for- 
tunes for them, againſt the time 
they ſhall diſpoſe of them in marri- 
a ge, ho, at the ſame time, appear to 
be indolent enough in that great part 
of a parents duty, The inculcat- 
«« ing moral principles upon the 


« minds of their children.“ A prac- 


tice which ought to be early begun, 
continued in with prayer, and per- 
ſeverance; the neglect of which may, 
perhaps, be one viſible reaſon, why 
ſome Chriſtian's find ſuch intolerable 
croſſes from the conduct of their 


upgrown children. The laws of na- 


ture enfoere an obligation upon pa- 


induſt. y and frugality. 


rents, to care for the happineſs of 
their children, even as they conſult 


their own. Solomon points man to 


the diminutive ant, from its con- 
duct to learn inſtruction, in point of 
After his 
example, I think I may, without 
prejudice to truth, ſay, „O ye 
% inhuman parents, who feel little 
C or no concern for the eternal 
«© welfare of your children, go to 
ce the beaſts of the field, and from 
«© them learn a leſſon of parental 
« care.” Their higheſt ſenſe of hap- 
pineſs 1s preſent ſenſation, and how 
careful are they that the happineſs 
of their young be the ſame, both in 
ſpecie and meaſure, with their own ? 
See the maternal hen, ſhe prefers 
the ſafety and happineſs of her 
young, to that of herſelf. Now th 
I do not intend to act the naturaliſt 
with you, yet from the obſervation 
before us, a ſharp reproof is given 
to you, who yourſelves have taſted 
the ſweetneſs of religion, and neg- 
let obedience to that natural obli- 
gation, to do all that lies in your 
power, if, by any means, your in- 
ſtructions, under the Lord's bleſſing, 
may be inſtrumental of rendering the 
happineſs of your children, the ſame 
in kind with your own. Now, as 
we are not meer naturaliſts, but 
profeſs ourſelves Chriſtians; we 
have a ſure and certain rule where- 
by to govern our conduct. To 
the law, and to the teſtimony, 
therefore let us go, for as many as 
walk according to this rule, peace 
ſhall be on them, &c. and here- 
in we find ſome things are indiſpen- 
ſibly required of parents in behalf 
of their children. "7 

I. Diligently to lead them into 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem of morality. 
There are three means which God 
hath inſtituted, and on which his 
bleſſings may he expected, in order 
to the attaining of this. 

1. The 
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1. The reſtraining them from im- 


moral practices. 1 Sam. iii. 12,13, 


14, In that day, I will perform againſt 
Eli, all things which I have ſpoke con- 


cerning his houſe ; when I begin I will 
alſo make an end, For I have told him, 
that I will judge his houſe for ever ; 
for the iniquity which he knoweth ; be- 
cauſe his jons made ti emſelves wile, and 
he reſtrained them not. And therefore I 
have ſworn to the houſe Eli, that the 
iniquity of Elis houſe ſhall not be 
purged with ſacrifice for ever: And 
in chap. iv. we ſee the awful ful- 
filling of this denunciation of wrath, 
The ark of God was taten; Hophni and 
Phinehas the ſons of Eli were ſlain ; Eli 
hears the diſmal tidings, falls from his 
feat and breaks his neck ; The wife of 
Phinehas falls into labour, and dies in 
child-bearing. Thus ſwift deſtruction 
to an eminent family in Iſrael was 
procured by the ſinful indulgence of 
a tender father, who, in other re- 
ſpects was a very good man. This 
is a warning given for profeſſing pa- 
rents, in latter times, that they may 
be aware and avoid the judgements 
that good man fell under. As to the 
manner of reſtraint, its threefold. 
Firſt, Cautioning of them againſt 


every known fin, of which the fore- 


cited ſcripture 1s proof ſufficient. 
Secondly, Reproof of their errors, 
which is much recommended by the 
wiſe Solomon, 1n a variety of his pro- 
verbial texts; eſpecially Prov. xxix. 
15, 17. The rod and reprodf give bi- 
dom, but a child, left to himſelf bring- 
eth his mother to ſhame, Qc. Not ſuch 
lifeleſs reproofs as that of Eli, Nay. 
my ſons for it is no good report 
«« hear of you.” A far ſharper re- 
pag may come from as tender a 

eart as old X/*'s. Thirdly, The 
rod of correction, as Prov. xiii. 24. 
He that jpareth his red hateth his ſon, 
but he that loveth him chafleneth him 
betimes, and xix. 18. Chaſten thy ſon 
aebi there is hope, and let not thy Joul 


ſpare for his crying. And xxiii. 13,14. 
Chap. xxix. 17, &c. 

2. The ſecond inftitution, on 
which the divine bleſſing may be 
expected, is inſtruction. P/al.lxxviit. 
from the 1ſt, to the gth verſe. 7 
vill utter dark ſayings of ola, which 
ve have heard and known, and ſuch 
as our fathers have told us: We will 
not hide them from their children, ſpeau- 
ing to the generation to come, the praiſes 
of the Lord, &c. &c. It is doubt- 


leſs the incumbent duty of parents, 


as far as poſſible, to ſet before their 
children, what is in itſelf morally 
good, or morally evil; and to pro- 
hibit the one by threatening, and 
by precept, enjoin the other. Gen. 
xviii. 18, 19. Abraham ſhall ſurely be- 
come a mighty nation, c. For I know 
him that he will command the childrex 
of his houſhold after him; and they 


fall keep rhe wway of the Lora, to do 


Juſtice and judgment. And Dent. vi. 
6, 7. Aud theje words, which I com- 
mand thee this day, ſhall be in thine 
heart, and thou ſhalt teach them dili- 
gently to thy children. Nothing 1 
think, appears more rationally to be 
the parent's duty, therefore I pro- 
ceed to mention the 
3. A holy Example. Neither 
threatening reproof, nor precept 1s 
likely to be of much ſervice, if this 
is wanting. I Tim. iii. 4. One that 
well ruleth his own houſe, having his 
children in ſubjection, with all gravity, 
or holineſs. And Eph. vi. 4. And ye 


fathers, provoke not your children 16 


wrath, but bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, Pa- 
rents may provoke their children 
to wrath, or ungodlineſs, by bad ex- 
ample, as well as otherwiſe, but this 
I need not to to inſiſt of; for none 
will deny this branch of duty. 

II. The ſecond duty of a parent 


is to enforce upon the minds of 


their young ones, the literal know- 
ledge of the principles of religion, 
| | a6 
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as you may ſee from Prov. xxii. 6. 
Train up à child in the way he ſhould 
go, and when he is ola, he will not de- 
part from it. Any one, I preſume, 
will allow, that ſcriptural and or- 
thodox principles of religion, are 
not the flighetſt part of that way 
ſpoken of, but rather the principal 
thing intended. But further, to 
ſtrengthen the propoſition, let me 
point you to Deut. xi. 18, 19. There- 
fore ſhall ye lay up tbeſe my wwords in 
your heart, and in your foul, and bind 
them for a fign upon your hand, that 
they may be as frontlets between your 


eyes; and ye ſbail teach them your chil- 


dren ; ſpeaking of them when thou ſitteſt 
in thine houſe, when thou walkef? by 


the way; and when thou lieft down, 


and when thou rijeſt up, That was, 


doubtleſs, a well governed family in g 


which Timothy was educated; for 


he is ſaid to know the ſcriptures 


from a child, 2 Tim. iii. 15. It can 
hardly be imagined, that the know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures grew ſponta- 
neouſly in the mind of the child Ti- 
mothy, without the application of 
his good mother's diligence in in- 
ſtructing of him. Yea, it is laid 


down as an expreſs inſtitution, in 


the above cited, Deut. xi. 19. That 
we teach our children the know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures, and of the 
the principles of religion, immedi- 
ately founded upon the word. And, 
for my own part, I have had great 
reaſon to bleſs Gop, that my pa- 
rents knew it to be their duty to ob- 
ſerve what is thus divinely ap- 
pointed : For the knowledge of the 
ſcriptures, Sc. which I attained by 
their careful inſtructions, in my in- 
fancy, was the firſt and principal 
means of my convictions, both of 


fin, and my utter danger by it; and 


of the grace of Gop, and mine in- 
tereſt therein. And ſince my firſt 
experimental acquaintance with the 


perſon, grace and righteouſneſs of 


the ever adorable Jesvus, the ſcrip- 
ture, and knowledge thereof, hath 
been as bulwarks to defend me a- 
gainſt the abounding, grace-depre- 
ciating errors of the age, in which 
it hath pleaſed Gop to caſt my lot. 
This knowledge of the principles of 
divine truth, is beſt atta:tned by the 
children, when there is, © 

1. The word daily read in the fa. 
miiy. David delighted in the law, 
or word of Gor, and made it his 
daily ſtudy, which could not be done 
without reading of it; and, if Da- 
vid himſelf had ſuch veneration for 
the word, we are well aſſured he 
would recommend it to the love, 
and ftudy of his houſhold; for it 
would argue a parent worſe than a 
Barbarian, who, having found a 
oodly treaſure himſelf, will not 
ſuffer the children of his loins to 
partake with him. The neglecting 
this part of a parent's duty, is a for- 
bidding little children to come to 
Jzsus CHRTSH ; but becauſe there 
is no abſolute command which, in 
expreſs terms, enjoins the word to 
be read evening and morning; people 
of carnal minds, are too apt to ſhuf- 
fle it off from being a duty. Surely 
theſe words, Thou jhalt jpeak of them 
when thou riſeſt up, and when thou 
lieſi down, have emphaſis enough 
laid upon them to enforce the prac- 
tice. What can Paul mean, Ephe/. 


vi. 4. by training up our children 


in the nurture and admonition of 
the- LoxD ? Surely he muſt intend 
an inuring of them to all the means 
of inſtruction, to godlineſs in prin- 
ciple and in practice. Reading of 
God's word, is a part of inſtituted 
worſhip, and Gop is to be wor- 
ſhipped in all the families of his 
people, Jer. xxxi. 1. And, if read- 
ing the word, is a part of religious 


worſhip, conſequently it ought to 


be read daily; for Gop is to be 
worſhipped daily. The Bereans r 
: al 
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ſaid to be more noble than thoſe of 
Theſſalonica, becauſe they ſearched 
the ſcriptures daily, Adi xvii. 11. 

2. Where catechiſing of the young 
ones is maintained, Which is either 
ſtated or occaſional, there ought to 
be certain ſeaſons, inviolably ap- 
pointed, to that great purpole ; 
without which, the uſual reading of 
the word is not likely to have the 


fame ſucceſs; and bleſſed be the 


Logo, we have many excellent 
helps publiſhed for this purpoſe, 
which, with the many occaſional 
opportunines, parents have of put- 
ting ſuch pertinent queſtions to their 
children, or ſervants, as beſt ſuit 
their age and Capacity, may prove 
very beneficial. This ought to be 
much recommended to parents, eſ- 
pecially to mothers, who have more 
of theſe opportunities than we can 
expett a father, engaged in buſineſs, 
to have. O! how happy were it 
for our upriſing generation, if leſs 
time were ſpent in decking and 
adorning the bodies of their chil- 
dren, and more pains taken to im- 
preſs upon their minds, a ſenſe of 
the great things of moral and divine 
religion. I would not have any 
one to think, that I ſuppoſe it in 
the parent's power to give their 
children the ſaving grace of Gov, 
without which, all other things are 


inſufficient to bring them to glory; 


but I am ſure that conſiſtent prin- 
ciples taught them, can never be an 


hindrance of their receiving that 


grace; and, when received, makes 
it ſhine with greater luſtre. 

III. Praying with, and for our 
children, is indiſpenſibly neceſſary; 
and that in the family as well as in 
private. Jer. x. 25. Pour out thy 
fury upon the Heathen, that know thee 
zot, and upen the families that call not 
on ty name, Here is a dreadful 
curſe upon prayerleſs families, and 
Q that it were well underſtood and 


feared. I muſt acknowledge, it is 


with difficulty, that I can perſuade 


myſelf, that any maſter of a family, 
who hath taſted that the Log h is 
gracious, can, upon any account 
whatever, neglect that natural duty 
of family worſhip, which to me ap- 


pears to be the glory of a family. 


To be inſtrumental of bringing 
children into the world, and not to 
ſolicit the Almighty in their be- 
half, doth argue us worſe than infi- 


dels. Which way ſhall children, or 


ſervants be raught to know that 


prayer is a part of natural religion, 


which all men owe unto God, if 


parents and maſters of families deny. 


them the privilege of joining with 
them therein. I well know, that 
human inſtruction can never teach 
them, that prayer is the privilege 
of Gop's Saints. But, ſure we 
onght to diſtinguiſn between the pe- 
culiar privilege of Saints, and that 
which is a moral, and natural obli- 
gation upon all men. The latter 
may well be inculcated, by both ex- 
ample and precept, without in- 
fringing upon the liberties of the 
other. David in P/al. lv. 17, tells 
us, that evening and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray, and cry alcud, and 
he [hall hear my voice. I would re- 
commend to the Chriſtian reader, 
the three ſermons preached by Mr. 
Matthew Henry from this text. 
This reſolution of David's, beateth 
down that aſylum which people ſo 
often fly to for ſhelter, againlt con- 
demnation for the neglect of family 
prayer; I mean the hurry of buſi- 
neſs, for any man who knows the 
world, knoweth very well that- no 
man hath more buſineſs on their 
hand, and leſs time to ſpare, for ei- 
ther reading the word, or prayer, 
than a Prince, who hath the un- 
common welpht of natural concerns 
upon him. But the truth is, and I 
fear not to ſpeak it, that when * 
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of buſineſs cauſeth neglect of fa- 
mily worſhip, it betrayeth a heart, 
engroſſed by the the world, and little, 
if any love at all to Gop in it. See 
Dan. vi. 10. Now when Daniel 
&new that the writing was ſigned, be 
event into his houſe; and his windows 
being open in his chamber, towards Je- 
ruſalem; he kneeled upon his knees, 


three times a day, and prayed, and gave 


thanks before his God, as be did afore- 
time. By what follows in the ſuc- 


ceeding verſe, it is evident, that it 


was verbal family prayer, which he 


exerciſed himſelf in. 70%. xxiv. 13. 


But as for me, and my houſe, aue will 
ſerve the Lord. From theſe texts of 
ſcripture, obſerve firſt, - avid cried 
aloud, which people ſeldom do in 
cloſet prayer; therefore it appears 
likely that family prayer was main- 
tained thrice a day, in his houſe. 
And Daniel's prayer was ſuch, that 
people that flood without doors, 
could hear his ſupplications; and 
this was the cauſe of his being caft 
into the lion's den. Secondly, Jo- 
ſhua reſolves not for himſelf only, 
but for his whole houſe, or family; 
Abraham-like, he commanded his 
houſe to follow his example, and I 
do not believe any body will ven- 
ture to ſay, that Joſhua worſhipped 
not Gop in his family. As maſters 
of families are inveſted with power 
ſufficient to command children, and 
ſervants to attend the worſhip of 
Gov in the family, I know not how 
parents can juſtify their negle& of 
jt. There is a remarkable inſtance 
of the acceptance of family prayer, 
in the caſe of Cornelius the Centy- 
rion. As x. 30. But I proceed 
IV. To obſerve the expedience 
of habituating children, when yet 
young, to all the branches of exter- 
nal religion, Nothing, with greater 
propriety, can be called the way of 


the Logo than this; this is what 


Paul means by nurture, and what 
ought not to be neglected. Hence 
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we fee parents ought to command 
their children, and ſervants, to at- 
tend on publick worſhip, where the 
word of Gob is powerfully preach. 
ed, and where the ordinances are re- 
gularly adminiſtered. Parents ought 
to make conſcience, how either 
children, or ſervants, ſpend the day 
of the Lok p, and lay ſuch neceſſary 
reitraints, or give ſuch encourage- 
n ents, as the caſe requires. 

All that hath been ſaid in regard 
to children, holds good in the caſe 
of ſervants, and, if any ſhould doubt 
of it, I appeal to that memorable 
precept given by our LorD, Do unto 
others the ſame things, that you would 
wiſh others to do unto you, Matt. vii. 
12. Now let maſters lay this rule 
of equity to heart, and aſk them- 


ſelves; would you be willing that 
your children ſhould live with maſ- 


ters, who take no care for their 
fouls? I know you would not. 
Then why ſhould you act in ſuch a 
manner, careleſs whether your ſer- 
vants honour Gop or not, provided 
they do their buſineſs? Doth it not 
indicate that ſuch maſters are mer- 
cenary and baſe? Is it a ſign that 

they love the Lord with all their 
heart, and delight in his ſervice ? 
Doth it not evidence their diſregard 
to divine precepts? Their love to 
the world ? Their ignorance of the 
value of immortal fouls ? Likewiſe 
the inconſiſtency there is betwixt 
their practice and profeſſion ? May 
not poor Chriſtian parents inſert into 
their litany, — From ſuch maſters, 
good LoRD, preſerve our children. 


Bridgnorth, Feb. 6, 1762. J. MG. 
QUERY, Page 199, anſwered. 


« Is it poſſible for a perſon to be 

„ regenerated, or born again; 

« and yet, for many years after, 

fear he is not? And may a per- 

ſon, no way doubt of his rege- 

„ neration, and, at the ſame time, 
be an unconyerted perſon.” 


* 
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IF we conſider the mental circum- 


ſtances of the perſon regenerated, 
that there are yet the remains of 
ſin and unbelief abiding with him, 
and that the beſt are much clouded 
with ignorance, as well as liable to 
the . bewildering temptations of de- 
ceitful friends; we need not think 
it impoſſible for a regenerate perſon 
to be afraid that he never experi- 
enced that gracious work upon his 
mind. It is obſervable that ſome of 
Jenovan's molt eminent Saints, 
have been left, and that in their laſt 
diſtreſs, to call in queſtion the truth 


of their intereſt in CHRIST, and con- 


ſequently their regeneration. That 
eminent Saint and Miniſter of 
Car1sT, the Rev. Mr. Raiph Erſ- 


kine, late of Dumferling, (of pre- 


cious memory to the church, whoſe 
ſonnets and ſermons will be dear to 
the Saints, while both exiſt on the 
earth; and notwithſtanding ſome 
defects, ſuch as attend the beſt of 
human compoſitions, do fully de- 
monſtrate bis ſkill in the Spirit's 
work, in regeneration and ſanctifi- 
cation; likewiſe his doctrinal ac- 
quaintance with the perſon, grace, 
and righteouſneſs of CHRIST; add 


unto this his eminent uſefulneſs in 


the work of the miniſtration of the 
word) when he came to a death- 
bed, was left in ſuch deep deſertion, 
that all his friends, who attended 


on, or viſited him, could not per- 


ſuade him from that melancholly 
reflection, „ That after he had 


* preached to others, he himſelf 


was become a caſtaway, and in- 


this ſad and mournful condition he 
continued, till his friends thought 
he was paſt ſpeaking; then, when 
leaſt expected, he lifted up his wi- 
thered hands, and clapt them thrice, 
ſhouting, Victory, — Victory, — 
Victory. I alſo find that other 
northern worthy, Samuel Rutherford, 
in his letters, expreſſing his tears, 


leaſt he was but half a Chriſtian, 
or ſuch another as King Agrippa, 
an almoſt Chriſtian ; but I have ne- 
ver heard theſe mens chriſtianity 
called in queſtion, till eagle-eyed 
Sandeman aroſe, who, I doubt not, 
would find many faults with Paul, 
or Peter, were they preachers co- 
temporary with himſelf, I could 
name many inſtances of*the like na- 
ture, but thoſe two ſhall ſuffice, be- 
ing men eſteemed. by all the ortho- 
don. t 

My friend and neighbour Camil- 
lus, is a good man, of exemplary 
piety, and good underſtanding 1n 
the myſteries of truth, and zealous 
for the honour of that Gon, whoſe 
cauſe he profeſſeth; yet I often find 
him under down-caſtings: Twas 
the other day I went to viſit him, 
and found him ſet alone very pen- 
ſive in his parlour. After mutual 
ſalutation, without ufing any of the 
modern formalities, ſo graceful in 
the eſteem of ſome, I enquired into 
the cauſe of his dejection? To which 
he told me, that he had been a pro- 
feſſor of religion for theſe twenty 


years paſt, and oftentimes thought 


he had reaſon to believe, that he was 
called by grace according to the 
purpoſe of Gop; but that now, he 
found himſelf incapable of believing 
that ever he had any grace at all. 
I immediately found my ſoul to fel- 
low-feel with my friend, and offered 
what advice I thought moſt proper, 
intermixed with ſome portions of 
ſacred writ for the removal of his 
doubts: I expatiated upon the uſe- 


fulneſs of adapting our preſent frame 


to ſome ſuitable portion of ſcrip- 
ture, ſuch as, Bleſſed are the poor 
« in ſpirit, c.“ And, from thence, 
drawing ſuch rational concluſion as 
he was beſt enabled, till the Lox p, 
the SyiriT, ſhould be pleaſed to 
make his witneſs more viſible. To 
which hg replied, So very manifeſt 
* to 
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to me, hath been the paſt changes 


of both the frame of my mind, or 


the bent of my inclinations, and the 
encral tenor of my life, that, could 
in always believe the veracity of the 
ſcriptures, I ſhould never doubt of 
my intereſt in the promiſes therein 
contained; for I very well ſee the 
character of CHAIST's ſheep, as 
there deſcribed, and ſee my own 
ſpots, to be of the fame colour with 
theirs. Bur, alas! ſuch is my unbe- 
lief, I cannot receive the ſcriptures 
as the word of Gop. | 
I told him, that I thought it was 
impoſſible for any reaſonable per- 
ſon, who believed that there is a 
Gop exiſts, to reſiſt the evidence of 


the divinity of the ſcriptures of both 


teſtaments, and here enumerated 
proofs thereof. To which he re- 
plied, ** What you ſay is true, but 
« it is a hard matter, ſometimes, to 
4% believe that there is any Gop at 
« all.” I then told him, that I 
did not think it poſſible for any 
man to take a view of the creation, 
a. dat the ſame time to ſay, that 
there is no Gop, our reaſon itſ{clf 
being a ſtrong advocate for the ex- 


illence of Deity. Then he bid me 


to conſider that there may be cer- 
tain ſeaſons in th2 Chriſtian's life, 
wherein his reaſon may be over- 
powered by temptation and fin, and 


tor a proof thereof, he pointed out 


Haiah lix. 19. where it is ſaid, 


+ When the enemy ſhall come in 


like a flood, the Spirit of the 
„Los p ſhall lift up a ſtandard 


.< aga;nit him.” Which portion 


of ſcripture, added to what ] have 


formerly experienced, in ſome cloudy 


days, convinced me of the truth of 
my friend's doctrine: For if the 
enemy comes in as a flood, then of 


neceſſiiy he muſt bear all down be- 
lore him, our graces, and our evi- 


dence of thoſe praces, A flood 


carries all before it, houſes, trees, 
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&c. and if he, for a ſeaſon, is per- 
mitted to bear down or ſuppreſs 
our graces, why may not his li- 
cence reach the underſtanding, and 
our reaſoning faculties ? If this is 
granted, as I think it cannot be de- 
nied, it is very accountable why 
ſome Chriftiars, of extenſive know- 
ledge and ſanctity, find themſelves 
ill ſer (at certain times) to keep 
clear of the whirl-pool of atheiſm ; 


and likewiſe accounts for a regene- 


rate perſon being liable to thoſe 
fears noted in the Query. | 

One very fruitful nurſe to thoſe 
oppciites of faith, is our too much 
reliance on the Spirit's work within 
us, and our neglecting his word and 
teſtimony, as contained in the bi- 
ble; here a man may miſs his or 
ſo far, that the very things whic 
evidence grace in us, may be made 
a ground for ſuch fears, and I be- 
lieve frequently are ſo uied. 

or. inſtance, a diſcovery of the 

ſecret abominations of the heart, 
and our helpleſſneſs to deliver our- 
ſelves from ſuch inbred vermin, for 
the moſt part, is what our fears do 


laſt fpring from; whereas if cur eye 


was fixed on thus ſaith the LoRx o 
“ in his word,” Although we could 
never be joyful, purely, becauſe 
theſe abominations dwell in our 
heart; yet we both could, and 
would rejoice, that the Loxp had 
diſcovered them to us. It is a cer- 
tain proof that Gop hath been here, 


when his light ſhines into our dark- 


neſs, which only can manifeſt our 


darkneſs unto us; it is his grace 


alone can ſhew to us the depravity 
of our nature, However great the 
attainments of an hypocrite may be, 
he can never be capable of mourn- 
ing over his natural propenſity to 
ſin, through the depravity of the 
whole man ; and by the way, I ap- 
prehend the regenerated perſon 


mourns more over this, than all his 
actual 


Eg ins 


PIOUS THOUGHTS 43 


| actual tranſgreſſions. Now a word 


to the latter: art of the Query, viz. 
« And may a perſon no way doubt 
of their regeneration, and yet be 
« an unconverted man?? 
This I would ſay, he may. There 
are three diſtin claſſes of men, who 
doubt not at all of their regenera- 
tion ; and yet they are all uncon- 


verted : There are the Notionaliſts, 


the Legaliſts, and the Prophane 
Rabble. | 

The Notionaliſt is, perhaps, at 
as great a diſtance from falvation, 
by the works of the law, as any bo- 
dy; and, it may be, he is as zea- 
Jous for goſpel-truths as any in the 
neighbourhood ; and, having thoſe 


good | BE WT one would be apt to 
ſay, w 


at lacks he yet? The anſwer 
1s, He lacks every thing of value. 
He is like the man who hath read 
navigation, but never was at ſea; 
he hath the theory, but not the 
practical part; yet he who hath got 
theory of ſailing, reckons himſelf 
as well ſkilled, as.the man who hath 
failed round the world. The no- 


tions, alas! float all in the brain, 


without deſcending into the heart. 
It is now many years, that Sen- 
tentius hath ſat under an orthodox 


Miniſtry, that now he hath learned 


the theory of the goſpel by rote, he 
can pray with great propriety of 


ſpeech, for half an hour together in 


company; but not in private, un- 
leſs he is appriſed that ſomebody is 
watching him. He will contend 
vigorouſly for goſpel-truths, provi- 
ding it do not claſh with his in- 
tereſt; he will talk with you for a 
day, on certain ſubjects; but if you 
fall into the work of the Holy Spi- 
rit upon the mind, or inward holi- 
neſs, you tie his tongue at once, 
and preſently may diſcern an uneaſi- 
neſs attend him. You may talk 
againſt fin in general, as long as 
you will, he will join you ; but if 


you happen to hit the right nail on 
the head, and pierce his beloved 
luſt ; then you and he differs, other- 
wiſe he is filent. He can converſe 
with you, this hour, upon divine 
ſubjects; the next hour he is fit 
company for any body, let their 


diſcourſe be what it will. If it is 


prophane, he can bear 1t without 
affecting his heart; if it is any way 
tolerable, he will join with them in 
it. He would not ſwear an oath 
upon any account ; but he can hear 
another {wear without being over- 
diſturbed. He will not get fud- 
dled neither; but he can fit with 
drunkards, and drink as much as 
they upon occaſion. And yet this 
than has no more doubts about his 
regeneration, than the ſtrongeſt 
Chriſtian in Britain. He takes it 
for granted that the knowledge of 
the doctrines is regeneration ; and 
indeed, ſo it is, providing it is a 
ſanctified knowledge ; but his know- 
ledge, alas! is barely ſpeculative. 
The various doctrines dwell in a 
confuſed maſs, as ſo many mingled 
phantoms in his brain; and phan- 
tom-like, have no weight at all, 
either upon his heart or converſa- 
tion. 

Legalias, his next neighbour, is 
quite oppoſite to him, in regard to 
ſentiments, ſo that they can never 
agree. Sententius takes his ſpecu- 
lations for the fruits of regenera- 
tion : Legalius takes his goodneſs 
for the ſame thing, and deſpiſeth 
the notions of Sententius, in the 
ſame manner that he deſpiſeth the 
works of Legalius. For, you muſt 
know, Legalius 1s a conltant atten- 
der on the word preached, and the 
ſacrament, and is very devout at 
both : Beſides, he maintaineth fa- 
mily worſhip, and ſays many long 
prayers by himſelf; and to perfect 
the matter, he feeds the hungry, 
and ſometimes cloaths the naked; 
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add unto theſe, his negative holi- 
neſs, he never wrongs any man, ne- 
ver was drunk, never ſwore an oath 
in his life, and all the comfort he 
defires, when he comes to die, 1s 


that he may have nothing to do, but 


to look back and take a view of his 
well-ſpent liſe. Now, all theſe 
good things being ſummed up to- 
ether, who would not be blamed 
= ſaying, that Legalius is but an 
almoſt Chriſtian? 
thinks himſelf a good Chriſtian, and 
that of a better rank than the moſt; 
but I will, at all events, aſſert that 
he hath no chriſtianity in him, and 
prove it from his motives, and pro- 
oſed ends; and every body may 
5:8 bf that it is the end which 
crowns the work. | 
The love of CarisT conftrains 
Chriſttans to obedience; but it is 
ſelf-love which conſtrains Legalius 
to theſe his religious acts. If he 
were ſure that he could always live 
in this world, they might be reli- 


gious, who would, for him, for he 


would not, unleſs with Jehu, be 
found his account in it: Or, if he 
were aſſured that he could eſcape 
Hell when he dies, he would not 
care much whether he get Heaven 
or not. A ſeparation from the joys 


of Heaven at death, being inſepara- 
bly joined with the torments of 


Hell, Legalius is obliged to ſtir 
himſelf, in order to eſcape that 
which he is afraid of: thus the fear 


of Hell is what oils the wheels of 
his obedience, and he hath no eye 
to the glory of Gop, nor the good 
of his fellow-creatures, in any of 


his daties, moral or religious, but 
merely to ſave himſelf from the 
vengeance of eternal fire: He be- 
| lieves he could not live ſo holy, as 
his fancy tells him he does, if hs 


It is true he 
that their pretended faith, is no 
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were not regenerated. 3 
Vitiamor lives in the ſame ſtreet 
with thoſe two men, and is an utter 
enemy to both of them. He hates 
the notions of Sententius, equally 
as he does the deeds of Legalius. 
You may meet with Vitiamor in the 
exerciſe of every fin, and yet he 
does not ſo much as once queſtion 
the goodneſs of his heart, nor even 
his regeneration. ZE 
| Now let thoſe three men know, 


more than a fancy. Their hope is 
rotten at heart, and will periſh in a 
trying day, however confident they 
are now, as to all being well with 
them. To conclude, I cannot but 
wonder, that any perſon who de- 
nies the Popiſh doctrine of Chriſtian 
perſecution, ſhould be ſo inconſiſ- 
tant with themſelves, as to tell us, 
that an uninterrupted aſſurance of 
intereſt in the love of Gov, is eſ- 
ſenſial to true faith. 
The aſſurance of faith, is either a 

race of the Spirit, or it is not; if 
it is not a grace of the Spirit, it 
cannot be eſſential to chriſtianity. 
If it is a grace of the Spirit, and an 
uninterrupted degree, eſſential to 
chriſtianity, by parity of reaſon an 
uninterrupted humility, ſelf-denial, 
reſignation, love, repentance, and 
heavenly-mindedneſs (for theſe jare 
likewiſe graces of the Spirit) are eſ- 
ſential to chriſtianity; and then to 
talk of growing in grace would be 
nonſenſe. For if one grace or vir- 
tue, may be perfect, what reaſon 
can be aſſigned why the reſt may 
not? But, whilſt you and ] are in 
the body, we ſhall find our faith in- 
terrupted with unbelief; our hope, 
with fear; our Jove with carnal en- 
mity ; and every other grace with 
its oppoſite. 
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TotheEDirors of the SPIRITUAL 
MAGAZINE... 


Gentlemen, | 
If the following Query and Letter are 


" inſerted ſoon in your periodical Work, 
it will oblige, 
your conſtant Reader, 
J. E's 


QUERY. 


IV hat advice can be given to a perſon 


that is grievouſly diſtreſſed with fears, 
' doubts, and unbelief ? 

IN peruſing the ſubſequent letter, 
I the query may be more fully un- 
ſtood. The original was wrote ve- 
ry lately by a particular acquaintance 


of mine, who is very uſeful and ſue- 


ceſsful in the miniſtry. After he 
had finiſhed the ſabſtance of what 15s 


here inſerted, he adds, If you 


« think proper, you may tranſmit 
ce this to the Authors of the Sprr:- 


ritual Magazine, to deſite the ſen- 


<« timents of two or three of thoſe 
that are ſpiritual, concerning ſuch 
&« a perſon, and what they have to 
*© propoſe ro his conſideration. Per- 
© haps it may not be unprofitable 
& to others, and even to ſome that 


te areengagedain the ſacred function. 


If the Lord graciouſly condeſcend 


to guide and inſtruct thoſe who 
„may give their thoughts, it may 
e rouſe the careleſs, and be a ſup- 
part of my unbelief may appear by 
the following hints, viz. I cannot 


«« portto the weak; nay, who knows 
but it may be bleſſed to me?“ 
Now the cafe being ſo intereſting, 
and thus explained, it 1s to be hop- 
ed, that your ſerious correſpondents 
who are not ignorant of Satan's de- 
vices, will give proof of their readi- 
neſs to afſiit their fellow ſoldiers ; 
and, to the utmoſt of their power, 
be helpers of their joy. 


The LETTER; 
Dear Friend, 


AS you defired, in your laſt, to 
know the particulars of my unle- 


lief, of which I had complained in 
my preceding letter; you will find 
my compliance, with your requeſt, 
in the following lines. 

My unbelief conſiſts chiefly in 


_ theſe things, viz. I am in ſome 


doubt, now and then, concern- 
ing the Being of God, his nature, 
attributes, and perſons : CON- 


cerning Jeſus Chriſt, his excellency 


and mediatorial capacity, or quait- 
fhcations ;——concerning the Holy 
Ghoſt, regarding his immediate e- 
nergy and operation on man: 
concerning the reſurrection of dead, 
the general judgement, and the cer- 
tainty, that all perſons that ever 
hath been, are, or ſhall be, will ex- 
it in either of two places or ſtates. 
Bat my doubts, about theſe articles 
are not ſo abiding as they be regard- 
ing the particulars hereafter ment 
oned ; yet even theſe do grieve and 
diſtreſs my ſoul, more than a little, 
and I ſear they be the cauſe of the 
hardneſs of myheart ; eſpecially when 
they attack mein prayer, meditation, 
&c. though when aſſaulted in my 


addreſſes to God, I know they have 


cauſed me to pray more earnellly, 
at ſome ſeaſons ; then I would en- 
deavour toconclude they were darts 
from Satan, and not the diſpoſition 
of my mind : yet ſtill dreading my- 


ſelf to be an unbeliever. 


But the moſt ſettled and general 


view Jeſus Chriſt in that lovelineis, 


,excellency, and preheminence, as 1 


find him ject forth in the word of 
truth. | cannot find ſufficient ability 
in my ſoul to believe in him, whol- 
ly, entirely, and unfeignedly; and 
how can I believe in him, without a 
right view of him? Sometimes I can 
ſet him forth to others, in the words 


and light of ſcriptwe, fo that I be- 


lieve many of the children of God 
have their very fouls nouriſhed and 
fed by what I ſay: and upon cer. 


tal 


=_ ͤ—ꝛq—ü—ü— — Aru EEE — 


r . — 
- - A 
n pn 
* . 


. ²˙—¹wꝛü ⅛ ͤ¹lᷓ — — = = K i 


OPER SOFA — ' TD EA 
Cr PE IFC ts ett Une, NAS Ee eh. 
p * < —_— — 2 


8 
* 


a _ 
Nr. 


5 
1 
q 
! 
1 
ll 


* —— — 
Wenns _c 


- — 
——U— —— NO > ——— — 
2 — — 
n 


J Regs * 
| rote — ; 3 
1 wy : Dy 7 
1 


— 


tain times I myſelf am much delight- 
ed in, and with the work; but 
when I retire into myſelf, and con- 
fider the barrenneſs of my ſoul, my 
ſtrangeneſs to, and alienation from 
God, Jeſus Chriſt, &c. I conclude 
that my good frame and my delight 
in preaching, proceed from the a- 
greeable frame of the people, rather 


than from any good wrought in me;. 


that God will endue me with a mea- 
fure of light in his word, and grant 
me ſome delight in the miniſtration 
thereof, for the benefit of his peo- 
ple, yet not for any love or regard 

e has to my perſon, but that my 


foul is rejected of him; as a perſon 


that is favourable and kind to a 
nurſe, while nurſing his children, 
only for their ſake ; that thereby ſhe 
might be a more willing and better 
qualified nurſe ; but when her work 
2s done, he turns her off, as one that 
is not of his family, but only for a 
time, and for the purpoſe juſt menti- 


oned; then it will appear to all that 


ſhe never was really of his family. 
Again, Though I ſet forth Chriſt 


to others, yet I queſtion whether 
Chriſt be in me and I in him. A 


perſon cannot experience true joy 


except he believes; and becauſe I 


cannot rejoice at tie very thoughts 
of grace, death, the reſutrection, 
and the like, I am afraid I do not 
truly and ſincerely believe. Be- 
levers are exhorted to rejoice always; 
but I cannot rejoice when I pon- 


der upon the moſt important con- 


cerns of my ſoul ; therefore I fear 
Jam not a behever. Alas! I am 
not able to look ſteadily upon Chriſt 
25 my Saviour. At times, when I 
join with the Saints 1n divine wor- 


ſhip, I am pretty confident of an in- 


tereſt in Chriſt; but when I retire, 
J conclvde that that proceeds only 
from a"cind of a heavenly gale up- 
on them; or elſe upon myſelf, 
merely to capacitate me for more 
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uſe and ſervice among them. I con- 
ceive that my heart is not in the 
leaſt renewed, but in the ſenſe of 
ſcripture is ſtill -a ſtone ——I do 
not queſtion God's everlaſting love 
to his people as much as I do his 
love to Me. What will it avail me 
to know that God is unchangeable, 
and that his unchangeableneſs is a 
ſtrong hold to his people under all 
their inſtabilities and viciſſitudes, 
when at the ſame time I cannot con- 
clude that he hath loved Mx? 
Are there not ſome whom he never 
loved? I ü fear J am one of thoſe, 
If he has not loved me, all the 
things in heaven and on earth ; nay, 
his infinite power cannot prevail 
with him to love me, ſeeing he is 
unchangeable in his nature.— 
don't queſtion the ability and capa- 
city of Jeſus Chrift, to fave to the 
uttermoſt, even the vileſt and chief 
of ſinners, ſo much as I queſtion. 
whether he will ſave M: not be- 
cauſe he cannot, regarding his capa- 
city, but becauſe he 4wwzl/ not - not 
becauſe my ſins, though ſo great 
and numerous, are more than he 
can take away; but I fear left he 
ſhould leave me todie in them. One 
fin is enough to condemn, except 
there be an intereſt in Chriſt, — 
do not ſomuch call in queſtion, per- 
ſeverance in grace, as I do the be- 
ginning of grace in me. If I were 


ſure that the good work of grace 


was begun in my ſou], I think all 
my other doubts would flee away 
and vaniſh. But while I doubt of 
the very beginning of the work J 
cannot be confident in any thing 


that may profit me. If I did now 


endeavour to reſolve, believe, and 


. conclude myſelf to be a gracious per- 


ſon, and that it will be well with 
me at laſt, notwithſtanding all my 
fears, and ſo ſtrive to be comforta- 
ble, not giving way to doubts any 
more, ſuch confidence would but 

| | vaniſh 


PIOUS THOUGHTS 47 


vaniſh after all, to my endleſs hor- 
ror, I endeavour-to perform e- 
very ſecret duty in religion con- 
ſtantly ; but fear all my aim is to 
quiet an uneaſy conſcience. I dili- 


gently obſerve every public duty, 


as a profeſſor of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and as a miniſter of the 
Goſpel ; yet often fear the whole 
terminates in ſelf and yain-glory, 
ſo that I have my reward! I am ac- 
quainted with many, far and near, 
who, I believe, are godly perſons, 


and I am of opinion that the great-- 


eſt partof them, if not all, judge me 
to be truly a gracious man; nay, I 
am confident they look upon me as 
a perſon eminent in grace: but all 
that does not amaunt to a proof of 


the power of godlineſs in me, neither 


does it evidence the leaſt degree of 
ſupernatural grace in my heart. 1 
think that pious people who hear 
me preaching and praying, conclude 
that I was very comfortable in my 
ſoul, and that I enjoy much com- 
munion with God in the diſcharge 
of duties; but their conjecture is no 
evidence that I enjoy the leaſt grain 
of ſolid comfort : though their fa- 
vourable judgement ſhould yield me 
ſome groundleſs joy for the preſent, 
yet if I am not born again it can 
yield me no ſweet conſolation at 
death and judgement. I am en- 
dued with ſome meaſure of light 
in all the doctrines of grace, which 
I believe are conſiſtent, accordingto 
the ſcripture, and I am enabled to 
expreſs, and ſet them forth accord- 
ing to the conſiſtency of my J- 
deas, againſt the oppoſitions madeto 
them, both in private conference, and 
in a more public manner; but that 
profiteth me nothing myſelf, while 
I imagine that I am an utter ſtran- 
ger to any experience of ſavi 

grace in my own foul. Satan knows 


* 


very well that all the doctrines of 


grace are remarkably harmonious, 
yet he is not, in the leaſt, more hap- 
py for that. I am in the general 
perſuaded that all thoſe who believe 
in Chriſt ſhall be ſaved : but as I 
cannot believe, how can l be ſaved * 
The word ſays, that perfect love 
caſteth out fear; I fear greatly;— [ 
cannot be confident, but rather dif- 


believe: therefore, how can the love 
of God dwell in me? And if I love 


not God, what is my ſtate better 
than that of the moſt profligate? tho? 
I underſtand ſomething of the doc- 
trine of grace, I underſtand likewiſe 
by the ſame doctrine, and by expe- 
rience, that nothing can perſuade 
me to believe in Chriſt, but the Spi- 
rit of God; and if I ſhould believe 
in Chriſt, I perceive that it is im- 
poſſible for any to convince me that 
my faith is of the right kind, except 
it be by the ſame ſpirit. Therefore, 
Oh! that God would be pleaſed to 


make uſe of ſome means, ſome word, 


ſome inſtrument or inſtruments to 
reſolve my doubts and diſſipate my 
fears, for his own. glory and my 
preſent and eternal comfort and ad- 
vantage! Oh! where ſhall ſuch a 
Meſſenger be found! An interpreter 
that would be to me one among a 
thouſand! Iam, 

5  Your's, &c. 


To the Eprrors of the SpIX ITUAL 
MaAGAEINE. 


Gentlemen, 
As propoſing queſtions, auith a view te 
have any part of the ſacred writings 
cleared up or explained, may be of the 
greateſt uſe and benefit, J haps you 
will inſert the following Query is 


your next. 


| A SI was reading (the other day) 


in the 22d chapter of Num- 
bers, concerning the meſſage which 
- Balak 
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tered into his dominions, I could 


not aſſign any reaſon. why the King 
of Moab, by and with the advice of 


the elders of Midian, ſhould chuſe 
to ſeek the aſſiſtance, advice, or in- 
ter poſition of a Prophet of the Gop 
of Iſrael (as Balaam certainly was, 


by the free acceſs he had unto him 


upon ſeveral occãſions) and not, as 
is moſt common, intreat the aſſiſtance 
and protection of  Baal-peor, tbe 
Gop of the Moabites ; for it muſt 
certainly look like an affront offered 
to any Deity, not to conſult it, and 
implore its aſſiſtance and protection, 
in any danger or difficulty; eſpeci- 
ally muſt it be ſo, to ſeek aſſiſtance 
from another quarter: It is natural, 
J believe, for all nations to imagine 
that the Gop whom they worſhip, 
is as powerful as any other; at leaſt, 
that he is capable to protect their 
reſpective votaries, otherwiſe they 
would not yield divine honours unto 
him; conſequently, they think it 
their duty to apply themſelves with 


earneineſs, for aid and ſuccour, in 


every time of diſtreſs, but, more par- 
ücularly, in ſuch a national cala- 


mity as that of Moab's was. In- 


ſtances of this, we have many in the 
ſacred writings, eſpecially in one of 
Balak's ſucceſſors, who offered up 
his eldeſt ſon, and heir apparent to 
the crown, as a burnt- offering, to 
appeaſe the wrath of his Gop, when 
he had bcen overcome, in a very re- 


markable manner, by the Iſraelites. 


I ſhould be glad to fee the thoughts 
of ſome of your ingenious correſ- 
pendents upon this paſſage, which 
would greatly oblige, 


Gentlemen, 
Vour humble Servant, 
Hinckly Feb. 25. J. 8. ; 


1762, 
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Balak the King of Moab, ſent unto. 
Balaam, to defire him to come and 
curſe the Ifraelites, ho were en- 


The following Queries are propoſed by 
different Correſpondents. 


"QUERY I. Is the death and 
ſufferings of Chriſt, or his paſſive 


obedience, all that is required for 


the ſalvation and juſtification of a 
finner ? Hath his active righteouſ- 
nefs no part in the work, or mult 
it be imputed ? Is the imputation 


of Chriſt's active righteouſneſs, an 


eſſential point of doctrine, or may 
a man be ſafe without it ? 


PHIiLOBIBLOS, 
QUERY II. What a fight and 
ſenſe of fin is abſolutely neceſſary 
to Chriſtian Experience ? 


_ QUERY III. Whether to have 


the terrors of the law working 
wrath in the conſcience, ſoas almoſt 
to drive to deſpair, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation ? 


- QUERY IV. Whether only that 
fighr and ſenſe of fin, that leads a 
perſon to ſee that they are loſt, and 
undone for ever, without a compleat 
ſalvation in Chriſt, is only abſolute- 
ly neceſſary? N ö 
-- QUERY V. Whether a perſon 
may not experience much of the 
terrors of the Jaw, and yet be a 
ſtranger to a work of grace in their 
heart ? | 

; R 


; QUERY VI. Whether one who 
doubts of his regeneration, or per- 
ſonal intereſt in Chriſt, may ap- 
proach the table of the Lord, with- 
out being guilty of preſumption ? 


_ QUERY VII. What means muſt 


a. 


a perſon uſe, to attain to greater 


Iivelineſs in devotional exerciſes, 
who is deſirous of it, and mourns 
under a ſenſe of his formality in 
cn? | 

No >» 
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My Dzan Friend, 


THE condition I was in when 1 
left you in my laſt letter, re- 
minds me of the circumſtances of 
the great Apoſtle, after he had been 
indulged in the moſt ſingular and 
remarkable manner, and had re- 
ceived the moſt evident tokens of 
divine approbation.— He had been 
wrapt up, not like his bleſſed Re- 
deemer, to a pinnacle of the tem- 
ple; or to the ſummit of an exceed- 
ing lofty mountain ; but into the 
ſublimeſt of all elevations, the third 
Heavens! He had there been an ex- 
tatic Auditor, — not of the debates 
of Princes, or the conſultations of 
mighty Monarchs ; but of ſuch glo- 


rious realities, as are not lawful for 


nan to utter in this his mean, proba- 


tionary ſtate. Was ever mortal ſo 


amazingly favoured before ? Ceaſe 
my wonder that, in ſuch a viſionary 
repreſentation, he ſhould be totally 


inſenſible whether in the body, or 


out of the body. But, though he 
was thus richly obliged, while' an 
inhabicant in duſt, with a perſpective 
of things celeſtial, he was but man, 
vain, mortal man ftill. By taking 
a proſpect of heavenly objects and 
enjoyments, he was not clarified 
from his innate pollution; pride 
and vanity ftill lurked within, and 


diſtended their ſnaky creſt; ſo that 
infinite wiſdom thought it neceſſary 
to put a thorn into his fleſp ; to probe 


the rifing tumor by the ſearching 
inſtrumentality of the lancet, that 
the poiſon he had contracted, might 
be emitted, and every thought be 
brought into the obedience of 


Eg + Matthew iv. 5 8. | 
April, 1762. : 


Chriſt. 4 Meſſenger of Satan was 
diſpatched to buffet Tim, left he ſhould 


be exalted above meaſure, by the abunx 


dance of the revelations f, What 


need is there Sir, for humbling, 
mortifying, as well as encouraging 
experiences ? There 1s oftentimes 
the richeſt bleſſings in the bitter cup, 
as well as in the delicious honey- 
comb, We may expect to find a 
choice little treaſure in the hive, 
though we feel the poignant ſmart 
of the ſting in attaining it. We 
always N a difficulty in 
cropping the blooming roſe, to a- 
void being goaded by its penetrating 
attendants. Lord !—if thou ſhould= 
eſt be graciouſly pleaſed to indulge 
me with the light of thy reconciled 
countenance ; ſhouldeſt thou favour. 
me with proſperous and promiſing 


circumſtances in life, and cauſe For- 


tune to ſhower her bounties all a- 


round me ; ſuffer, O ſuffer me not 


to be exalted to an unbecoming de- 


Tee in my own vain imaginations. 
reſerve me from every, the leaſt 


ſpark of ſelf- confidence; cruſh the 


iper while in embryo; blaſt the 


corrupt weed in the tender bud; 
mortify every ſelf-honouring ma- 
chination, and if I glory, may I 
glory alone in Thee, Suffer me 
not ſo to abuſe the manifeſtations of 
thy pardoning love, as to forget to 
be a conſtant, humble petitioner for 
them at thy foot-ſtool. When I 
have aſcended the Mount of Com- 
munion with 'my God, may I be 
immediately conveyed unto, and 


take a delightful excurſion in the 


Vale of true Humility, When ele- 


vated on the pinnacle, help me to 
take heed to my ſteps, leſt I have 
the misfortune of a dangerous, 


headlong downfal. Give me, moſt 


bleſſed God (whoſe donation alone 
it is) a broken, and a contrite Spi- 


1 2 Corinthians xi. 7, 
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rit, which, I am perſuaded, thou 
wilt not deſpiſe as an unacceptable 
oblation. Rather than the adver- 
ſary of my ſoul ſhould gain an ad- 
vantage over me, and entice me, 
through thy gracious indulgencies, 
to a fool-hardy preſumption, bring 
thou good out of evil, by ſending 
ſome pricking brier or grieving 


thorn ; by {though the moſt melan-. 


choly and diſtreſſing of all circum- 
ſtances) withdrawing thy preſence 
from me, and making me know the 
Worth by the want thereof; only 
drop this reviving balſam into my 
throbbing wound, which will more 
than ſupport my drooping, lang uid 
ſpirit, y grace is ſufficient for Tbee. 
ell for our world were there no 
other ſtings known _ than thoſe 
which regard our external intereſts. 
But, alas! what numbers there are, 
it may be, who are this moment 
groaning beneath the heavy, pon- 
derous, inſupportable load of /e//< 
condemnation ; who are ſwooning in 
the melancholly chambers of e/pa- 
ration; or, who are all madneſs and 
deſtruction, at the continual alarms 
of a guilty conſcience? O what rack- 
ing aaguiſh muſt ſuch perſons expe- 
rience ! What 1s this a reſemblance 
of, but of that worm that neyer 
dies? The tortures of the rack, the 
ſtrangling exit of the gibbet, the ago- 
nics occaſioned by conſuming flames, 
mult, I think, be eaſy, be pleaſant, 
compared with theſe diſmal and tre- 
mendous experiences. But hear, O 
all ye drooping, deſpairing ſouls! with 
the Lord there is mercy, and with 
him there is plenteous redemption. 
Are you deſirous, carueſtly defirous 
of an intereſt in the ſublimeſt bleſs- 
ings ? Hear the heart of a Saviour 
beating; ſee the compaſſionate bow- 
els of a once-crucified Jeſus yearn- 
ing over you. His heart ſpeaks 


* John i. 7. + Epheſ, 1. 7. 


Coloff. i. 14. 
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pity for your piteous circumſtances, 
and his bowels melt in ſofteſt love. 
— May you be aſſiſted to look to 
him with the piercing eye of faith; 
and he that endured the ignomini- 
ous croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame ; 
—that felt the fiercely-throbbing 
ain of cruel thorns 3 whoſe ſpots 
eſs ſide was rent by the barba- 


rous ſpear; will not ſuffer you to 


periſh, but will make you the glo- 
rious monuments of his all- conquer- 
ing, victorious grace. However 
deſperate and incurable the wound 
may appear, it is not ſo deſperate as 
to baffle the ſkill of the great Phy- 
ſician of ſouls. 7 he precious blood of. 
the bleſſed Jeſus (the immaculate Son 
of the eternal God) cleanſeth even 
from all fin“, nor exempts a crim- 
ſon and ſcarlet dye, There is com- 
pleat redemption through his all-con- 
Jummate ſacrifice and atonement ; even 
the full fergivene/s of the moſt heinous 
and aggravating tranſgreſſions f. O 


the matchleſs efficacy of that crim- 
ſon ſtream which iſſued from a Re- 


deemer's goaded fide ! This, this is 
that pure and exhauſtleſs fountain, 
unſealed for the houje of Fudah, and 
the inhabitants of Terujalem, and 
ewhich cleanſeth from ſin and unclean- 
neſs t. Here may, I bathe my fil- 
thy, contaminated ſoul ; in this ſa- 
cred laver, waſh. away every ftain, 


and find relief hereby from every, 
railing accuſation, As the brazen. 
ſerpent was erected and conſpicuous, 
to every eye; ſo is the Son of man 
exhibited in the goſpel, that every 


wounded Iſraelite ſtung by that old, 


crooked ſerpent, Satan, and with 
eyes ſwimming in the floods of 
death, may look to him by faith, 


and find healing for their ſouls. 


Deep as the ſhafts of that infernal 
ſpirit may have entered, and given 
us apparently a mortal wound; the 
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4 Zech. iii. T7. 
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anuel, are infinitely more preva- 
fe to purge our conſciences, and 
deliver us from the dominion of 
High on the croſs the Saviour 
„ hung ono: VF 
« High on the Heav'ns he 

reignssʒz * 


! Fr I 


* 


| pent ſtung, | 5 
Look, and forget their pains||.” 


And can I forbear, is it poſſible for 
me to omit mentioning, on this ſo- 
lemn theme, thoſe knotty whips 
and rapged thorns, which once my 
dear Redeemer's ſacred body tore! 
Can I forget that pungent, lacera- 
ting wreath, which, deeply drench'd 
in the meek Meſſiah's forehead, 
opened a thouſand ſluices for the 
crimſon current, How does the 
thought of the barbarous ſpear im- 
preſs my mind, which by the hand 
of cruelty itſelf, ript up his imma- 
culate fide, and cut a wide and 
deadly paſſage to his heart. Was 


there ever ſuch a ſcene of torture ex- 
hibited before or ſince on this ter- 


reſtrial theatre ! The enormous load 


of ten thouſand, thouſand fins, was 


at once rolled upon his ſinleſs ſelf +, 
What agonies unſpeakable muſt he 


endure, who knew not the leaſt ſin f, 


and yet was made the deriſion of 


ſcoundrels, and the object of almoſt 


incredible barbariſm, by the vileſt 


of miſcreants! And behold! amid 
all theſe melancholly and affecting 
circumſtances, behold and wonder 
at the ſtupendous love, the unpa- 
rallelled, unprecedented clemency ; . 
he prays,—lfe prays for thoſe very 


hands which were graſping the 


bloody weapon, and ſtained with 
clotted gore! Behola, what manner 


Watts. 


„ + + Pet. He Ads 


* 


Here ſinners by th' old Ser- 


. £ His foul, what agonies it felt, 
«© When his own God with-- 
dre ; . 
And the large load of all our 
gin!!! 81 

« Lay heavy on him too HC.“ 


The ſharpeſt goads, which mortals. 
can ſuſtain below, how do they 
dwindle into a diminutive nothing, 
compared with theſe heights and 
depths, lengths and breadths of tor- 

ture and malevolence, attended 
with the moſt awful derelictions. 
Never, never let me complain that 
my afflictions are heavy, and more 
than JI am able to ſuſtain; but un- 
der every ſuch unbecoming reflec- 
tion may my ſoul back to Calvary fly. 


. and view her groaning Lord *. Never. 


let me grieve at my weight of trial, 
ſince Jeſus hath died; now lives and. 
intercedes above, and feels the 
ſmarts of all his followers, —When 
will the deſirable period commence, 
that I ſhall ſhake off mortality, rid 
myſelf of every noxious weed, and 
tangling brier, and wing my way ta 
regions of endleſs bliſs. 1355 
All nature ſwarms with life. It 
is like ſome grand machine, opera- 
ting with inceſſant motion, If I 
look before, or above me, a myriad 
of almoſt imperceptible inſects crowd 


I He bore our Sins in his own Body on the accu ed Tree, 1 pet. i 14. 
F Alluding to 1 John iii. 1. 
G 


Watts. * Idem, 


2 the 


the vaſt vacuity. The very air I 


momently attract, is throng'd with 
an innumerable multitude of the 
animalcule race. What a miracle 
it is that I am not choaked with the 
prodigious number, or poiſoned 
with the male-influence of thoſe'mi- 
nute prodigies! They crowd each 
leaf, and tenant every flower. They 


baſk in Phebus's filver rays, and float 
in unſubſtantial Ether! If I turn my 


proſpect downwards, the earth ap- 
3 to be convulſed, to heave, to 
in perpetual agitation. 7 tread 
them to duſt, and a troop of them dies +. 
—How very various and equally 
wonderful are the operations of thy 
omnipotent finger, Lord God Almighty ! 
The broad limb'd elephant, and the 
creeping inſect, are each the produc- 
tions of an all- creating Deity. How 
great the diſcovery of thy wiſdom 
and power, even in thy ſmalleſt 
works f. Not a 8 and almoſt 
1mperceptible atom, of which we 
could at once cruſh ten thouſand in 
our fingers; not a blade of graſs, 
nor a quivering leaf, but proclaim 
its Maker all divine! Univerſal na- 


ture is the auguft theatre upon 


which thou executeſt theſe thy won- 
derons works! Creation's utmoſt li- 
mits, ample as they are, are ſcarce 
the boundaries for thy unparallelled 

erations ! O for a heart to praiſe 
| thee for thy goodneſs, and for thy 
wonderous works manifeſted to the 
ſons of men. How ſeldom do we 
contemplate the matchleſs excellency 
of thy creative power ; how ſeldom 
do we 


touches of Deity, becauſe the leaſt 
viſible; how are they almoſt forgot- 
ten by us! But, however the ele- 
gancy of their ſtructure is not to be 
inſpected by our unaided eye, in a 


T Watts, 
|; Job iv. 19. 


e praiſe thee according to thy 
excellent greatneſs! Theſe minute 


Þ Cod is great even in bis ſmalleſt Works, 


microſcopic view, how ſhould we 
be ſtartled, and at the ſame time de- 
lighted, at their amazing bulk, ang 
unfaultering ſymmetry. How ſhoul 
we be then infeatibly almoſt) led 
forth in ſtrains of adoration to the 
all-creating, all-preſerving hand, 
While I am ſurveying theſe legions 
of ſportive ſpecks around me,'and a 
variety of creeping creatures under 
me, I find myſelf naturally inclined 
to adopt the interrogation which 
proceeded from the lips of humble 
aſtoniſhment, Lord, what is man, 
that thou ſhouldeft be mindful of bim, 
or the fon of man that thou viſiteft him! 
Man who is a worm, and the ſon f 
man who is but a worm ; who dwells 
in houſes of clay, whoſe: foundation is 
in the duſt, and who is: cruſhed before 
the math ! Verily the greateſt of men, 
even in their beft eflates, are altogether 
vanity ||. How near a-kin to ſordid 
duſt, and grovelitig worms ! He 
that was originally created but a lit- 
tle lower than the Angels, hath, b. 

his apoſtaſy, ſunk himſelf to fuch 
miſerable depths,, as have rendered 
him but a little more exalted than 
the brutes which periſh ! How art 
thou fallen, thou 90h of the Morn- 
ig! Man, even in his ſinleſs ſtate, 
was a creature liable to mutation, 
and equally expoſed to mortality 
and puniſhment. He was but a 

man, though in the moſt refined 


and unadulterated ſenſe. But, alas! 


what is there in man, in his fallen 

and lapſed ſtate, that he ſhould be ſo 
naturally addicted to entertain ſuch 
exalted ideas, and conceited appre- 
henfions of himſelf and his vain 
attainments. What little cauſe is 
there that pride ſhould ſwell our 
boſoms, and ambition fire our 
hearts, when we conſider ourſelves, 


not only as creatures, dependants 


8 Pſalm viii. 4» 
every 


li falm XXXIX, Is 
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eve moment upon a ſovereign cleave, with full and reſolute pur- 
God; but as finners; as rebels poſe of heart. All t des this rock 
pain the divine, offended Ma- of everlaſting ages, 15 empty air, 
jelly. And O how vain are the and ſinking ſand. Our very lives, 
mighty diſtinctions that are made what is chere to be depended on in 
between a few mortals on this the ur rg of chem ? It is an 
little mole-hill of earth! riches, airy. bubble e burſts / before we 
honours and pleaſures ox thus world, are ayare, a fo atches our ſouls 
what a prevailing tend Fey haye to the inviſible — 4 It is his 
they to make man forget ul of his pterogative that gave us ouf lives, 
mean and abject original! What a to demand them a 255 whenſoeyer 
thortifying ſuggeſtion would that he he pleaſeth. "Our, reath is inour no- 
to numbers, did they but obſerve it e ee 17 1 aechunted 
with becoming attention, that how- of T. And are ws, thus the depen- 
ver elevated 8 575 be in their dants upon iafnite goodneſs; the 
ation and ran life; they a ie! an Penfioners upon ſovereign bounty; 
notwithſtanding, | 5985 an 2 and (awful thought !) aytörs K. 
vel, coniidexed as /inners, in the hi t gainſt the majeſty of Heaven ; Hat 
of an impartial Goo; that their li 1 an amazing inſtance than is it 6f 
breath, and all are equally in his — grace, without a bottom or 
kinds, as the clay in the hands of a ſhore, al he ſflauld ſtoop to pity 
the Potter; and that they muſt us, to fave us, ton redeem/us, when 
ag equally before him another almoſt in the pit: of deſtruction, and 
40 to receive the decifive ſentence in the very jaws aof ruin! Wonder, 
either of approbation or condemna- O Heavens unſurmountable, bs 
tion; and that grace, divine aſtoniſhed out of meaſure thou pro- 
alone, can make the leaſt anc. ſtrate earth! The incomprehenſible 
tion. What are riches, though: a- God inveſts himſelf a/ ich bowels of 
maſſed to a prodigious collection? compaſſion to apoſtate man, and 3 | 
They take them wings, aud fly awa | 1 the darling of his boſom, 
an eagle towards Heaven . hat avhom was all hir delight ||, to falain 
18 beauty? 67 the penalty: due to ſin, to reſtore the 


choſen, beloved rebel to the divine 
4 . r but 1 chang- likeneſs, and at length to introduce 


That blooms, and fades, and vi 3 —— — You 
thers in an hour. may perceive that room forbids pro- 


Honours ! What are they, ſo ear- ceeding, I have at preſent confined 
neſtly to be coveted ? They vaniſh m yſelf to (and would not willingly 
while we admire, before we enjoy —— theſe limits. You may ex- 
them, and thus often diſappoint a few more lines upon this ſub- 
our ſanguine expectations; or fade ject. In the mean time, "un me 
in our arms, and diſcover themſelves 2 ſubſcribe a 


to be but vanity. Be nothing then, ._ + Yours, eule 
but Gop, a durable and all-ſuffici-  Tooly-Street, Ve TH 
ent good, the centre of my wiſhes, {Satay 1 7 BED 333 
and the ultimate of every deſire. 
To his adorable Self I; debre too [To be continued.] 

| + ER — XXYii, 5. 1 Lnaiah li. 28. 1 ali. 1. on wel ; 


To 


1 — — — 
— 
— na Ho 


— — — 
r 


— . 
— — - 
* 


— 
— 4 — 
Sas 


. —— 


54 PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


To the Evrrors af the INTE VAL 
4 MAGAZINE. ; 


* Gentlemen, 1 | 
By inſerting 'the follewing Eau 
in Maur next will further oblige, 

| "Your Fun 2 . 5 


2 


ehe, on ws be Paſſion of Chrift. 


He wee s the falling drop 
5 puts Bot the ſun: | 
40 5 fighs !——the ſigh, earth's 
deep oundation's ſhake.” '* - 
el Thoughts." 
W H AT ſubject can be more 
e intereſting, 
than the s of that illuſtri- 
ous * — ord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who by his meritorious 
life and death hath amply qualified 


himſelf for the office of our Media- 


tor and Iaterceſſor, & c. In this 
great Work, the pathetic and mar- 
vellous unite; and form the grand- 
eſt and moſt ſtriking cataſtrophe, 
that ever was or ſfall be exhibited 
on the theatre of the univerſe. A 
ſew of the laſt hours of this Prince 
df life have fuch an amazing varie 

of wonders in them, that it well be- 
comes each of his Diſciples,” fre- 
quently to make a pauſe in the bu - 


ſy path of life, and ſpend a few mi- 


nutes in reflecting on that momen- 
tous conflict, the iſſue of which was: 
of no leſs concern than the happi- 
neſs or mifery of his immorta! ſoul. 
Gethſemane, by the Mount of O- 


lives, near the holy city, was mark 


ed out for the ſcene, where this tra- 
gedy ſhould commence. A garden, 
Eden's flowry:walks were privy to 
the fatal deed, which gave being to 


| this ſtupendous requiſite ; there the 
ſubtle ſerpent triumphed over the 


innocency and fidelity of our proge- 
nitors, and ſowed in their natures 


that accurſed feed, which, thro” ſuc- 


N 


ceeding ages, produced that infinity 


of evils which have exerciſed the 
ſouls, bodies, ſocieties, and nations 


of us men, their contaminated off- 


ſpring : and now, by the wiſe ap- 
pointment of God, agarden is made 


choice of, in hich he would begin 

to finiſh cranſ reſſi on, and make an 

. end of that wide- Rena ſin, Je- 
l 


ſus knowing: that efatal hour drew 


near, inſtituted the eacharift, ſang a 
hymn, and pouring from his reſign- 


ed heart a moſt affecting prayer, went 


TOTS DCTLCS 


forth to the combat, att ended with 
his dear Eleven, abd having entered 
the much frequented receſs, he ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to the bloody ſtrife 
with all the heroiſm, which became 
the Saviour of the world. 
The great Father of SPiritt, and 


God o all fleſh, beheld from on 


high the approachi ng criſis of hu- 
man affairs: On the one hand he 
ſaw all men as ſheep going aſtray, 
and taking haſty ſteps to perdition; 
on the other, was his dear Son, their 
great Champion, entered the lift, 
and challenging all their enemies, 
offering to give ſatisfaction for their 
ſins, even to the uttermoſt farthing. 


The Father ſaw and accepted the | 
ſurety, and, beyond meaſure graci- 
ous to unworthy man, declared that 


it was his pleaſure to bruiſe him, 
and to put him (although his dear 
Son) to pain: To this end, as the 


time drew near in which this great- 


Evening Sacrifice was to be offered, 


he removed the hedge of divine pro- 


tection from the holy victim, and 


left this dearly beloved of his ſoul 


expoſed to all the ſtorms of angry 


vengeance, and ſhafts of e 


fury. 


the evils that will attend inférnal 
deſpotiſm. Immediately the great 


* commands a celeftial 
| herald 
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Now emerged from the dark pro- 
found of futurity, that long fince. 
predicted hour, pregnant with all 
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herald to explore the obſcure gates of 
Hell, and thunder thro? the gloomy 
empire this amazing delegation of 
his power, viz. Now ts your hour and 
the power of darkneſs. Through the 
horrible concave rung the angelic 
voice, and carried the deſired intel- 
ligence to the ear of Lucifer and all 
his hoſt : Its efficacy burſt the bands 
of the otherwiſe invincible reſtraint, 
and feeling freedom, they meditate 
miſchief, and riſe to improve this 
period, ſor the moſt evident diſplay 
of their unconquerable enmity to 
their Almighty Superior. 


4 
24 
* * 


Forth they iſſoe from their diſmal 


priſon, join their black aſſociates, 
thoſe powers of the air; and, led by 
Beelzebub their deſperate Prince, 
they haſten to the place which in- 
cloſed the Meſſiah, the ſingle mark 


of their united and inveterate ma- 


lice. Their experienced Leader de- 


taches a legion to the Jewiſh San- 
hedrim, to blow up the Pharaſaic 
pride and Sadducean hatred to ſeven 
fold rage: ' Another covetous and 
traiterous party take firm poſſeſſion 


of wretched ſudas's breaſt : Ano- 


ther battalion aſſault the Eleven, allin 
don to the ground; and being in 


this agony, he prayed more earueſtly, 
when lo! a celeſtial being on the 
wings of joy adminiſtered a heaven- 


pouring into their weak hearts ten 
thouſand fears, while a choſen co- 
hort ſift as wheat the forward ſon 
of Jonah, and lodged in his ſoul, 
under the covert of his vain cor fi- 
dence, a baſe and execrating ſpirit. 
Satan having taken his meaſures, 
advances to wreak on his adverſary 
the quinteſſence of his diabolica 
art, . 
The vaſt ſtore of vengeance trea- 
ſured up by ſinful men againſt the 
day of wrath, was now opened by 
the hand of divine juſtice; down it 
raſhed with remorſeleſs fury on man- 
kind's devoted ſurety; and invading 
his ſpirit, it filled him with deadly 
ſorrow : The acute ſenſation burſt 


through his lips in a pathetic com- 
plaint to his three favourites, 2 
15 my foul exceeding forrowful even unto- 


* 


35 
death'. Tarry ye here aud «watch, 1 
will go, and inimitation of my royal 
anceſtor, now ny heart is in heavine/s 
J will think upon God, and now my ſoul 


. 


1 exe I will complain. 


He withdraws to ſingle combat: 
Immerſed in the gloom of night, he 
proſtrates himſelf on the cold ground, 
and prays with ſtrong cries and 

tears, and yet with moſt perfect re-/ 
ſignation, to him who was able to 
ſave him from death : But alas that 
could not be; for this Captain of 
our ſalvation muſt be made perfect 
through ſufferings, Wherefore the 
grim King of terrors, dreſſed by Sa- 
tan's own affrighting hand, appears, 
and,with a dart that threatened cer- 
tain and moſt painful diſſolution, 

confronted our dear Redeemer. * 

The dreadful form tore up the ſoul 

of this Son of David, and ſtruck a- 

mazement through all his humani- 
nity. After the griſly King, ftalk- 
ed angry vengeance with the bitter 
cup of divine wrath in his hand; 
Jeſus drank a little, but the excru- 
ciating contents ſo agitated his men 
tal powers, that his labouring body 
ſweat great drops of blood falling 


ly cordial to him, whom it was his 


: greateſt happineſs to adore ; for let 


all the angels of God worſliip him, 
is the command of the great Jeho- 


vah. 


The dreadful agony being abat- 
ed, he riſes, rouſes his drouſy Diſci- 


- ples, and with peculiar fortitude 


meets his murderers. 
Judas heads the impious rabble, and 


Treacherous 


baſely proſtitutes the friendly ſalute 
zo the moſt execrable purpoſe. T hey 
aſk for Jeſus, but on his confeſſing 


his identity the poor worms give 
way, and fall to the ground. How. 
ever, blinded by Satan, they rally a- 


gain, ſeize their prey, bind him, and 
| lead 
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tread: him away to the High Prieſt, 
while the timerqus Eleven forſake 
him, and betake them to flight. 
.  Adidgous. for miſchief the Levi- 
tical divan. fat. in judgment at this. 
hour of the 3 Behold the 
great judge of quick and dead ſtands 
bound as à criminal at the bar! O 


how ſurprizing, to hear this deſpi- 
cable priſaner preach. his own Meſ- 
Habſhip, his future ſeſſion at God's 
right hand, and glorious advent at 
the laſt day in the clouds of Heaven! 
This aſtoniſhing eonfeſſion being eon- 
ſtrued blaſphemy by his malicious 
Judges, they ſentence him to death, | 
and ſmite this King of Hrael with a 


rad upon the face. They drag him to 
Pilate, to ſcoffing Herod, and back 


again to Pilate ; and having choſe 


a murderer. before him, they ex- 
tart a cruel ſentence of death on 


him, from the judge who found no 
fault in him. Tbe Roman ſoldier's. 


bind the bleſſed victim, laſh and 
tear his ſacred body with the ſeourge, 


on his back; and their infernal tu- 
tor prompting them, they made a 
thorny crown, and ſurrounding his 
temples with it, they ſmote the 


pungent miſchief into the throbbing 
nerves, and mock the Majeſty of 
Heaven in a moſt daring manner. 
Thus barbarouſly and contempti- 
bly crowned, tormented all over, 
and bathed in his qwyn blood, they 
lead our precious Lamb without the 
gate to ſacrifice him: Altho' ſcarce- 
ly able to ſuſtain his own broken 
bady, yet they impoſe on the ſhoul- 
ders of this Iſaac the accurſed tree 
on which he was to ſuffer. Who 
can ſtand unmoved, when he hears 
this tender Father of his people for- 
get all that agony and contempt 
which he laboured under, in his 
concern for his rebellious Iſrael? 
Weep not for me, ſays he, to the 
few melted hearts that followed him ; 


weep not for me, but for yourſelves 
and children, aver whoſe heads the 


. <loud of impending. yengeance is 


gathering, which ſhall ſweep down 
your temple and. city, and make 
life itſelf bitter to the wretched ſur. 
vivors. _ A | nor 
' Having aſcended Mount Calvary 


they diſtend the illuſtrious ſufferer 


on the execrable eroſs, and having 
trans fixed to it his tender hands 
and feet, they rear him up between 
the earth and Heavens, a ſpectacle tg 
angels and men. What a ſight was 
here ! well ſings the aſtonĩſned 7owng, 
<< 'There hangs all human hope: 
that nail ſypports _ 

*“ Our falling univerſe : 
| gone, we drop; 
Horror receives uus 


that 


Norwithfnnding ix 36all our hope, 
who can think of 


it. without pun- 
gent grief and horror! What muſt 
he the thoughts of his beloved few 
at this time ! but chiefly what muſt 
angels think, who were fully ſenſi- 
ble of his divinity ! while they 


wonder at the unfathomable depth. 
of his deſigns, what reſentmentmuſt 


fire them at this affront offered to 


their Maſter and God ! doubtleſs 


they waited round him, not only to 
pry into the aſtoniſhing myſtery of 


this tranſaction; but alſo to teſtify. 
their readineſs. to revenge him at 
command. One hint only from the 
deſpiſed Jeſus, had been the ruin, 
not only of thoſe miſcreants, but of 
More 
than ten legions would have ap- 
peared to his aid, and declared their 
abhorrence of this deviliſh plot, by 
the moſt alarming diſplays of power 
and vengeance. 

The ſun from his meridian throne 
beheld the daring deed, as it were 
enraged at their inſolence towards 
him for whom he had laboured four 
thouſand years, and in order to hide 
the ſhame of his great Creator, he 
collects his radient beams, ſhuts up 


the whole ſyſtem of nature. 


the 
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the innumerable ſons of light, and 


calls up darkneſs, with her gloomy 


train, to hang his hemiſphere with 


deep mourning at hoon day; thus 
veiling the divine patient for three 
hours. | | 

At the ninth hour Jeſus ' drank 
the dregs of that bitter cup, and 
the enormous group of our guilt 
eclipſed his Father's preſence ; then 
ſtruck by the keeneſt arrow of Hell, 
horrors, unfelt before, invade his 
ſoul, he cries with the eloquence of 
deep woe, after the departed plea- 
ſure ; my God, my God, why haſt thou 


forſaken me ? ; 


Again, having with a loud voice 
commended his ſpirit into his Fa- 
ther's hands, he uttered the impor- 
tant word, it is finiſped, and ſurrender- 
ed up his ſoul a ſacrifice for our 
lins. Immediately a ſtrong angel 
flies to the temple, ſeizes the top of 
the ſeparating vail, and by a mighty 
rent lays open the Sanctum Sancto- 
rum to the amazed Prieſts, indicat- 


ing, that a new and living way into 
the holieſt of all was opened and 
conſecrated through Chriſt's fleſh, 


and that the ſhadows mutt give place 
to the ſubſtance. | 

The Earth trembled under the 
impious crime; and the rending 
rocks, from their' gaping chaſms, 
preached the greatneſs of the ſuf- 
terer ; even death was deprived of 
ſome of his captives as reprifals for 
his late attack on the illuſtrious 
Prince of Life. 

Thus was the Meſſiah cut off from 
the land of the living; and thus in 


the moſt legible and ſtriking cha- 


raters was written on the croſs that 
av'ful ſentence, curſed is every. one 
Who continueth not in all things aurit- 
teh in the book of the law to ao them. 
For Chritt bare our fins in his body 


on the tree, and /o became a curſe ſor 


#i. O how aſtoniſhing is God in his 
April, 1762. 


| — od up 
ways of love tous! let us, there- 
fore, ſeeing all nature expreſſing its 
concern and intereſt in this bloody 
ſcene, let us, with the Centurion 
cry, /urely this was the Son of God. 

When we contemplate this woful 
ſpeQacle we mult acknowledge that 
an enemy hath done this : and ſhall 
we make any truce, or keep any 
meaſures with that enemy? O let 
all who bear the name of this ſa- 
cred ſufferer, depart from all ini- 
quity ! do you not ſee what fin has 
done? Can there be any motive 
wanting to excite your diſguſt at ſin, 
while Ss bleeding breathleſs corpſe 
of your Saviour is before you! O 
never, never hug that accurſed thing, 
but ſhew your diſcipleſhip by hating 
even the garment ſpotted by the 
fleſh. : = 

Neither let any whoſe hearts have 
felt the efficacy of converting grace, 
doubt the ſufficiency of Chriſt's 
merit to juſtify, or that he is unwil- 
ling: to receive them. This is un- 
grateful to the laſt degree. His 
precious blood, his pains, and cries, 
thunder through the world, to the 
laſt moment of time, that awheo/vever 
comes unto him he will in no wiſe caſt 
out. Lock, therefore, to this Jeſus 
and be ſaved, even from the ends of the 
earth. This is the alone ſacrifice for 


An. Turn yourſelf from this, O fin- 


ner, and you have nothing to expect 


bat afearful looking forof judgment, and 
fiery indignation. Here the attributes 


of God all harmonize, and no where 
elſe. No one ſoul in the laſt great 
aſſize ſhall have it to ſay, that he 
ſought this Jeſus in vain ; Nor Hal 


any eſcape who negled this great /alva - 
tion. While, therefore, this crucified 
Chriſt is to the Jews a ſtumbling. 


block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, 
may he be to me, and to all who 
read 75, Chriſt, the power of God, 
and the wiſdom of God. 


H To 
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To the EpiToRs of the SpIR IT UAI. 
MAGAZINE. 


GEenTI.EMEN, 

I you think the following Thoughts 
avorthy of a Place in your uſeful Ma- 
gazine, by inſerting them you will 
ovlige 

Yeur conflant Reader, 


J. D. 


Am perſuaded that it is the de- 

ſire of all the children of God, 
to be led into every divine and need- 
ful truch, and to be kept as much 
from iin as from Hell, to be as much 
ſanCihed as glorified ; from this de- 
fire I am led to give you my 
thoughts on the advocateſhip of 
Chriit in Heaven, that if 1 am 
wiong, ſome of your pious and 
learned correſpondents would bet- 
ter inform me. The general no- 
tion of Divines, is, that he pleads 
with the Father in Heaven, for his 
elect, Thus my father (who was a 
Miniſter of the church of Scotland) I 
remember, when a child, uſed to 
teach me thoſe queſtions and an- 
ſwers, viz. Where is Chriſt? He is 
in Heaven, What is he doing 
there? He is pleading for ſinners. 
But whet icea does this give us of 
the bleſſed Father? Does it not re- 
preſent him as unreconciled to his 
people? If God the Father's ever- 
laſting love was the firſt cauſe of 


the contrivence of our ſalvation ; if 


the Son has made a full ſatisfaction 
to the Jaw and juſtice of God, by 
teſtifying from ihe croſs 27 zs finiſbed; 


1 apprehend the whole work of our 


redemption was compleated, every 
divine attribute was ſatisfied, and 
God the Father well pleaſed with 
the Ele& in Chriſt. When I go by 
prayer to a throne of grace, I go to 
a God in Chriſt, well pleaſed with 
me for his righteouſneſs ſake ; for 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the 


world to himfelf, not imputing their 
treſpaſſes to them. I am afraid that 
many believers think they are more 
beholden to Chriſt than to the Fa- 
ther and bleſſed Spirit, in the work 
of our ſalvation. This was my 
weak thought years ago; but, 
bleſſed be God, I now ſee that the 
bleſſed Elohim are equally con- 
cerned in the oeconomy of our ſal- 


vation. The gracious Father con- 


trived the wonderful method of our 
redemption, as the reſult of his ever- 
laſing love. The beloved Son ex- 
ecuted the dreadful plan as the con- 
ſequent of his love. And the adora- 
ble Spirit applies this ſalvation to 
the hearts of his people, as the effect 
of his love ; ſo that I apprehend, 
equal honour, love and adoration, is 
the right of each bleſſed perſon, 
There muſt either be, or not be a 


neceſſity for Chriit's -pleading in 


Heaven; if the former, then the 
work of our ſalvation cannot be 
compleat until Chriſt has finiſhed his 
pleading, which cannot be until all 
the Elect are called, ſanctified, and 
glorified. But if the latter, then 
Chriſt's pleading in Heaven muſt be 
a figurative expreſſion, in which 
both the Old and New Teſtament 
abound, Our Lord ſays, I ain the 
way. I am the door. I am the Vine, 
1 am the good Shepherd, &c. theſe fi- 
gures we well underſtand. The 
pious Dr. Watts excellently ex- 
preſſes my ſentiments on this ſub- 
ject, in his hymn on the offices of 


Chriſt. Book I, Hymn 15oth. 


Fe/us my great High Prieſt offered 
his blood and dy d; 
My guilty conſcience ſeeks no ſacri- 
ce beſide. | 
His powerful blood did once atont, 
And now it pleads before tht 
throne, | 


I believe our Adrocate with the 


Father is the glorified human we 
f ” ar 


* 
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and body of our exalted Immanuel, 
m which the marks of his ſufferings 
are to be ſeen, and will be ſeen by 


the ele& to all eternity: and that 


we ſhall never be without ſuch an 
advocate in Heaven even unto 
endleſs ages. i | 

If this my Judgment 1s either 
contrary to tae word of God, or to 
the experience of the Saints; it may 
be for ſpiritual edification if ſome 
worthy correſpondent would anſwer 
it; which I ſhall with humility at- 
tend to, and de glad to receive in- 
ſtruction from, as this was my only 
defign in laying theſe thoughts be- 
fore you. 


To the Ep Irons of the SpIRIT UAL 
MAC AZINE. 


How far a Believer's Defire for pre- 


ent Comfort may be extended, con- 
fiſtent æuith a View io the Glery of 
Goa conſidered. 

A LETTER to a FRIEND. 


My dear Friend, 


1 Received the favour of yours, 


and obſerve the queſtion you 
propoſe, and to which you defire I 
would return you an anſwer. | would 
not be ſo far guilty of a breach of 
Chriſtian friendſhip, as not to attend 
to your requeſt; bnt would juſt beg 
leave to obſerve to you, that it is 
not uſual for perſons, who are de- 
ſirous of inſtruction or information, 
to propound their queſtions unto 
babes, becauſe we are naturally led 
to conclude that they are incapa ble 
of being of any real advantage to 
vs, | 
I cannot prevail with myſelf to 
Imagine that the following will be 
found to anſwer your expectations 
but if it ſhould be the pleaſure of 
the Lord to attend it with a divine 
bleſſing, for your ſpiritual inſtructi- 


* Matt, xxi, 16, 


\ 


+1 152 ii. 21, | Mat. xxvi. 39, 42. 
2 : , 


on and edification, aſcribe all the 
glory to him who ou! of the months 
of babes and /icklings is ſometimes 
pleaſed to perfe his own praiſe *. 

The queſtion you have been 


pleaſed to propoſe, is of no ſmall 


importance. You aſk me © How 
«© far a Believer's deſire for pre- 


* ſent comfort may be extended, 


««. conſiſtent with a view to the glo- 
« ry of God?” After what I bave 
promiſed as above, I flatter myſelf 
that my friend will not expect from 
me a full and complete anſwer: this 
is what I can by no means pretend 


to give: all that I ſhall preſume to 


do will be, only to ſhew you my g- 
pinion, and which in brief is this, 
I apprehend that theſe defires can 
be no farther conſiſtent with a view 
to the glory of God, than as they 
are put forth in perfect acquie/cence 
with the divine will, 


The ever adorable Jeſus hath "7 


us an example that wwe ſhould follow his 
eps r. Being juſt about to finiſh 


the work his divine Father had 
given him to do, by making his 


ſoo] an offering for fin ; when the 
ſorrows of death compaſſed him a- 
bout and the pains of Hel} got hold 


upon him; when being in an agony, 
he ſweat as it were great drops of 
blood falling to the ground: I ay, 
then, yea even then were his deſires 


for preſent comfort and deliverance, 
put forth in perfect acquieicence ' 
with the divine will, O my Father, 
ſays he, if it be poſſible, let this cup 
paſs from me, nevertheleſs not as I will, 
but as thou wilt l. And again, he 


prayed a ſecond time, ſaying, O my 


F at her, if this cup may not paſs away 
From me, except ] drink it, thy will be 


done. 

We are but too frequently ready 
to imagine, that if we were in more 
comfortable circumſtances reſpecting 
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the frame of our ſouls, it would cer- 


tainly redound more to the honour 


and glory of God ; but let us re- 
member, that this is no other than 
to arraign his infinite wiſdom. at the 
bar of our carnal reaſon, than which, 
nothing can be more daring and im- 
pious. Jehovah is infinitely wiſe, 
and therefore we may be well aſſur- 
ed,that if it is his pleaſure to with- 


hold comfort from us, it is to an- 


ſwer the purpoſes of his own glory. 
It wil) be readily acknowledged, 


that to be frcng in fairh is to give 


glory to God: nor is it difficult to 
believe, when under the ſpecial in- 
fluences of the divine ſpirit ; but 


when it is the pleaſure of Jehovah 
to hide his face; when clouds and 


thick darkneſs are round about our 
tabernacle ; in theſe circumſtances, 
not to calt away our confidence, 
bat continue to hope, even though 
it were againſt hope, is not, perhaps 
found to be a practicable thing: and 


yet, even in this caſe, we find, that 


it 1s frequently the pleaſure of the 
Moft High, to give in ſuch ſecret 
ſupplies, as to enable the believer, 
though walking in darkneſs and ſee- 


ing no light, to truſt in the name of 


the Lord, and flay upon his God , 
which ſecret ſupplies, himſelf makes 
an humble acknowledgement of to 
the glory of divine grace, when his 
heavenly Father is pleaſed 70 bring 
his foul out of priſon, and /et hi; feet 
in a large place. | 
Jehovah's ways, are ſometimes in 
the great deep, and his footſteps in 
the mighty waters, intirely out of 
fight: and the believer is very often 
at a loſs for a reaſon, why his hea- 
venly Father deal; with him in the 
manner he does. Let our experi- 
ences teſtify to the truth of this my 
aſſertion; but ſhall we from hence 


* Rom, iv. 20. io. 


I Rev, xiv, 3. @ Pal. vi. 6. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


call in queſtion his love to us, his 
care over us, or preſume to dictate 
to infinite wiſdom, who knows what 
1s beſt for us ? No, my dear Friend, 
rather let us quietly ſubmit to every 
of his diſpenſations towards us, and 
patiently wait for the happy peri- 
od, when all the myſteries, both of 


providence and of gi ce, will be un- 
folded: when we ſhall fee ns more 


through a glaſs darkly ; but behold, 


and contemplate, with wonder and 
admiration, the conſummate wiſdom 
of the eternal Jehouvah in the whole 
of his dealings with us, while guid- 
ing and conducting us through this 
waſte: howling wilderneſs, ſafe to 
his everlaſting kingdom and glory: 


Happy, unſpeakably happy they, 


who have entered yonder regions of 
bliſs and immortality ! All the dif- 


ficulties, dangers and diſtreſſes of 
this thorny road with them are at 


an end. They reft from their Iabours f. 
They, who while here below, either 
through the force of temptation, 
the weight of affliction, or the hid- 
ings of the face of their heavenly 
Father, made their beds to bim, and 
watered their couches vith their tearsef, 
are now ſafely landed on that bliſs- 
ful ſhore, where there is no more 
forrow nor crying r. There the 
giorious Lord 1s to them a place of 
broad rivers and ſtreams; there 22 
Lamb doth lead them to living feun- 
tains f abater, and their heaveniy Fa- 
ther wipes away all tears from their 
eyes ft. Their joy is uninterrupted, 
and will continue ſo to be through- 


out the endleſs ages of a nevei-cęaſ- 


ing eternity. | 
Haſte, happy moment ! when we 

ſhall be permitted to join the Grand 

Chorus of the harmonious ſky, in 


ſinging that new ſong, which none 


but the redeemed of the Lamb can 


[| Pal, xviii. 19. 
tt Rev, xxi. ; 4. 


§ 1 Cor. xiii, 12, 
It Rev, Vil, To 
> ling 


8 
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Unto him that hath loved us, and 


fn 
hes us frem our fius' in his own 
phod, and hath made us Kings and 


Prigfs unto God and his Father; to 


61 
him be lory {o ever and eder, Amen: 
Halldhiab 1. 
1 remain, my fa Friend, 
Yours inviolably, 


Lambeth, Jan. 20, J. K. 


1762. 1 : 


N KR eee 
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The COMPLAINT. 


T PALEMON. 
Saw ye him whom my ſoul laweth? O 
"that 1 knew where 1 might find 
him 1 © 


Y lyre's unſtrung, © oh! aſk me 
M not to ſing 
h 


e ſongs of Sion, due to Sion's 

King: 

Melodious ſounds, adieu! 
no more 

The tuneleſs mon 
heretofore : 

Muſick's beſt ſuited to the mind 
that's free, 

Poſſeſſing joys in calm ſerenity 3 

To thoſe eſtrang'd my lonely ſtate 
I wail, © 

One on}y,wiſh, midſt ad complaints 


prevail. 


1 touch 


harmonious 


Mufick ſooths cares, and difpates - 


the gloom 


| That cares produce, in nature's ſons 
ſure doom ; 


And helps to bear, how ponderous 
oft the load, 


| The ills we meet with in this 
dreary road, 


'Bating the anguiſh of the tharpeſt | 


goad. 


fort find, 
At beſt an ill Phyſician for the mind; 


Tho' all its pow'rs unite to grant 
relief, 


would not prevent, nor ought aſ- 
ſwage my grief ; 


© Rev. i. 


TE Y 


My pains, heart-felt, a voltare lies 

within, 

And there's the ſource whence all 

my ſorrows ſpring; - 

No colouring falſe I: need to paint 

my wee, 

My form doth all wy inward an- 
guiſn ſhow. 

Why doſt thou mourning wear? 
ſay, haſt thou loſt 

The faithful partner. of thy ev'ry. 
croſs 

Or, hath Jeath ſnatch'd away thy- 
darling boy? 1 5 

Thy future comfort hop'd, thy pre- 
ſent joy? : 


Or, racks thy body with his run- 


ners fore ? 
Pains, ſecond deaths, that fill the 
mind with more : 


Terrors, than when he like him 
ſelf appears, 

Awful in juſtice, and the guilty 
ſcares, 

Filling the wretch with hell- 
foreboding fears ? 

Or, has loud thunders batter'd down 
thy walls ? 

Fell lightning burnt thy corn? Did 
hailſtones fall, 


And coals of fire, from out th* Al. 
In muſick's charms yet I no com- 


mighty's ſtore, 

With winds, from priſon broke, in 
threat'ning roar 

Of full deſtruction to thy labour'd 
gains, | 

The toilſome harveſt of thy whole 
life's pains ? 


5. 6. 


Did 
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Did earthquakes ſwallow what the 
ſtorm had left ? 

And art thou of all thy temp 'ral 
goods bereft? ' 

If theſe, or ills like theſe, inſpire 
thy woe, 

Know, they are the common lot of 
all below : 

He that, exempt from trials, vaunts 
on high, 

Braving the pow'r of Heav'n's high 
Majeſty, 

Claims not the equal rank of thoſe 
who bear 

Patient the rod, of him who will 
not ſpare 


Ev'n thoſe he loves: But as a fa- | 


ther does | | 

His ſon chaſtiſe; ſo God does thoſe 
he loves. 

Leave thy complaints then, lay thy 
mourning by, 

Bear well thy preſent lot, nor dare 
defy 


Infinite ſtrength; but reſignation 


learn, 
And ſtifle from thy friends thy ſad 


concern: 


So may thy patience be in part thy 


cure, 
And time remove thoſe ills thou 
doſt endure. 
III thou preſcrib'ſt, as knowing not 
the cauſe 


Whence riſe my woe; know this, 


that nature's laws 

Inverted are, by ſuch that wreſt 
their power, 

To cute the torments of one ling'ring 
hour. 


No earthly loſs I mourn! no crea- 


ture love 
Draws forth theſe tears; falſe heart 
why didſt thou rove ? 


I mourn the loſs of him, whoſe face 


till now | 
Ne'er wore a frown, nor did diſ- 
pleaſure ſhow ! , 


| 4 Hymn ſo called, 


T3. | 

A Lord I had, Lord of the ſkies, 
the ſame 

Who left his glory, and bore ſinner, 
ſhame ; 


He, before whom ſublime Arch- 


Angels fall, 
And all the hoſts of light obey his 


call; 
He, amazing love! who did me eſ- 


pouſe, 
Black as I was, and for his bride me 
choſe ; 


My nakedneſs he cloath'd with gar- 


ments clean, 
And from a friend J roſe a beaute. 
- ous Queen: 
Fair in his fight, his beauties all my 
- own, 


Of bin 1 boaſted, of his victories 


won 

Each day I ſang; and vow'd obe. 
dience due, 

To him who's conſtant, ever loving, 
true. 

My notes how chang, and all the 
. ſong I {ing 

Is Sion's lamentation for her 
king 


Of him 1'll not complain, the fault' J 


my own, 


I faithleſs prov'd to him, the only 


_ one 


That did me good, and to his bed 


J bere 


A filthy ſtranger, fo deſerving 


more 


Than he inflits ; yet long I can't 


ſurvive 
His abſence, *tis his s preſence makes 


me live: 


I call to mind, but, ah! that time' ; 


no more 
When, like the lark, my foul aloft 
did ſoar, 
The worid forgot, aud all its gay 
delight 


Appear'd as bubbles to my raviſt'd 
ſight: | 


One 


P O E 

One only wiſh and aim, I after 

preſt, 

Ts pleaſe, and ſo detain my lovely 

. gueſt; 

I charg'd the minutes as they ſwiftly 
flew, 

With oversſpeed ; 
pleaſure knew: 

Joyful his preſence was, and light 
diffus'd 

Around my tent; but, I this love 
abus'd; 

And him provoking by my foul diſ- 
grace, | 

The cauſe I now ſee not his lovely 
face. 

He ſhuns me quite, and treats me 

as a foe; 

And farther ſtill from me he ſeems 

to 080, 

With hands uplift, and weeping 

eyes, Icry, - 

Oh ! ſtay my love, and dont my ſuit 
deny ! 


I nought but 


Return, return, and oh! vouchſafe 


the bliſs ! 
If not thy lips, yet may thy feet I 
kiſs. 
Then would I claſp thee faſt, nor let 
thee go, 


Till, by thy ſmiles, my joys begin 


to grow; 


Nor then, but follow with unwea- 


ned pace 
Thy track, thro'all themazes of my 
race ; 


Pd mark thy footſteps, they ſhould 


guide my way, 


And I no more from thee, my love, 


ſhould ſtray : 


Then ſhew thy face, nor take me 


ſor thy foe, 
Leſt ſtrangers wonder thou art al- 
ter'd ſo. 


Here will I lie expos'd to heat, and 


cold, 


"ho 45 pitying eye my love be- 
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Say, I've been falſe and broke re- 


peated vows, 

Vet, hear this one petition of thy 
ſpouſe, 

E'er thou award, what juſtice might 
demand, 

Since death, or life, is only in thy 
hand; 

Be thou my judge! the charge I 
can't deny, 

And only on thy ſworn affection lie: 


Lord of my life thou art, and I 


confeſs | 

Others uſurpt thy place, Pve much 

tranſgreſs'd ; 

My wall conſenting to complete my 
ſhame, 

While others cenſure, moſt myſelf 
I blame : 

Then, O return ! thy right aſſert 

in me, 

And from thoſe tyrant Lords now 
ſet me free 

Grant, I again regain my liberty. 


Time lingers, till the wiſh'd-for 


minute come, | 
For my releaſe, I mean my Lord's 
return: 


Pleaſures no more, till then my 


lyre's unſtrung, 
Quite out of tune, and on the wil- 


lows hung. 1 
- , 


Ryegate, Surry, 
Feb. 20. 1762. 
(To be cotinued.) 


The ſerious Admonition, or 
Advice to AMYNTA. 
Ccept theſe lines, dear Miſs, I 

to you ſend, 


Who, tho? unknown, am yet your 
real friend; 


Tis my deſire propitious Heaven 


may bleſs 
Your growing years, with growing 
n 


And, 
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And, 887 this end, you wuſt &en 
now engage, 
0 ſhun he reigning follies of the 


age 

In bloom of youth, let reaſon be 

your guide, 

And, from its dicdates, never turn 

aſide: 

What we imbibe in youth, we ſel- 
dom leave, ; 

Hut ſtill, in age, to youthful follies 
eee. 

Let pride be ever baniſh'd from your 
fight, 

Oppole its progreſs with your great- 
eſt might; 
But let good nature dwell within 
your breaſt, | 
That pleaing, ever lovely, heaven- 
„ 

Let modeſty and truth ſhine thro? 
your ſoul, 

And ſpotleſs virtue influence the 
whole ; 

Indulge no paſſion, baniſh every 
vice, 

Let nought what &er your ſoul to 
fin entice, :. 
Drive vanity and Aattery quite a- 
way, | 
Nor ſtrive to ſhine amidſt the 
thoughtleſs pay; 

Be not oer nice your perſon to a- 
dorn, 

Nor vainly piqu'd on your own 
beauteous form: 

Traft not. too much to beauty's fad- : 
ing flower, 


That .ſhort-liwd- phag tom, play- 


thing of an hour: 


Let nob'er objects Four a attention 


claim; 
To cultivate your mind, be't all 


Your teniler mind with uſeful wil. 
- dom. ſtore, 
is chis will ſhine when beauty is 
no more; 
Tis virtue only makes yon truly 
fair, 
Therefore let virtue be your chief. 
,elt ge 
"Tis this would make you far more 
brighter ſhine, - | 
Tis this would make your form ap- 
pear divine ; | 
'Tis this will add a grace When 
youth is fled, 1 25 
*Tis this will flouriſh on a hoary 
bead, 


Fis this would make you 100d when 


. paſt your prime 

"Tis this will flouriſh, ſpite of en- 

. vious time: 

Nor a ge, nor time, nor death, ſelf 
 ſhallS&er, ' 

Obliterate the lovely character. 

Tis this will nobleſt ſatisfaction 

ive, 

Ts is the end for which we ought 
to live; 

Tis this alone will give you inward 
peace, 

This is the way that leads to hea- 
venly bliſs : 

This is the way philoſophy does' 
teach, 

And *tis for this) that learn'd divines 

do preach, 

In ſhort,” this is the way that God' 


has given, 


To niake us uſeful here, and fit for 


Heaven. 


Hinchle ', Triceftirſbire, | 


„J. S. 
Feb. 18, 1762. 
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f Marning's Excurſion in the 


Country, improved, 
L. E II 
. 
My Dzar FRIEND, 


T Cannot but eſteem myſelf moſt 
] richly obliged when I reflect 
upon your candid behaviour in the 
receipt of theſe poor, very mean 
attempts of your unworthy friend. 
Alas ! how impoſſible is it that ſuch 
« rude, uncultivated fancy, ſhould 
be productive of any thing worthy 
the attention of ſo accurate an un- 
derſtanding, and diſcerning an eye. 
I am conſcious, my dear correſpon- 
dent, of my incapacity ;. I feel, 
hourly feel my inſufficiency for every 


Toꝛ⁊xäñü 


attempt of this nature. It is your 
| repeated and fervent. ſolicitations 


that excite and encourage me, or I 
ſhould long e'er this time have drop- 
ed my pen, and cruſhed my thoughts 
in embryo. How wild and inco- 
herent are the touches in my pre- 
ceding eſſays upon this ſubje& ! I 
have been loſt to the leaſt degree of 
regularity, and while roving, in na- 


| ture's ample field, have been as 
chaotic in my ideas, as ſhe when 
emerging into exiſtence from her 
great anti-mundane anceſtor, No- 


thing, J almoſt bluſh that the letters 
I have written ſhould be the ſpecta- 
tors of a feeble ray, even in your 


on hand; and can ſcarcely, forbear 


recommending them to your chim- 
ney for their urn, What ſhall I fay ? 
I had almoſt ſtiled the whole ſeries 
of foregoing epiſtles, a tedious heap 

unmeaning jargon. And is my 
friend ſtill importunate, that I would 
purſue my theme? Notwithſtand- 
ing all I urge, are you ſtill impati- 


ently waiting for further ſketches of 
pompous ignorance ? I am aftoniſhed 
at your clemency, and eſteem 4 
chearful compliance my incumbent 


duty. And O, that I could dig ſome - 
precious gem out of the barren quar-, 


ry of my invention, to enrich m. 
own ſoul, and yours, Sir, for whoſe 


ſpiritual and everlaſting welfare, 1 


truſt I am moſt ſincerely concerned. 
As my meditations have been lately 


much hindered, and my thoughts in 


no ſmall fluctuation; I muſt beg 
you to forgive my preſent brevity, 
which is my beſt apology for my. 


former prolixity. 


Who can forbear admiring the. 


little buſy laborious Bee? 


4 Yonder ſhe ſits on bloom ex- 
tracting liquid ſweet.” 


MiL rox. 


Riſen with the early dawn, the 


roves abroad, and with the moſt in- 


defatigable induſtry, and like a ſkil-' 
ful chymiſt, probes each opening 


flower. Univerſal nature, I per- 
ceive, is a ſchool of the ſublimeſt in- 
ſtruction, wherein the nobleſt leſſons 


are taught, and examples of the moſt 


intereſting nature are exhibited. 
We are not ſent to the moſt e labo- 


rate pages of human invention; 
nor to the greateſt adepts in elocu- 


tion, to be directed in the path of 
duty; but to the meaneſt and moſt 
deſpicable of animals. Go to the 


% Ant thou ſluggard, conſider her 


* ways and be wiſe *.” Attend. 
all ye drones in fociety, attend dili- 
gently to the ſilent, but powerful 
admonitions of this almoſt inceſſant- 
ly employed workman ! 


- > 
—— "— _——— 
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46 See, how this little buſy Bee, 
Improves each ſhining hour; 
% And gathers houey all the day, 
„From ev'ry op'ning flow'r.” | 
Kd al „ 
\ InftruRtive monitor! to whoſe 
important lectures I defire ſeriouſly. 
to attend; I would tranſcribe them 


upon my very heart, and carefully 
practice then through the whole of 


1:y conduct.— Alas! whit are my 


days, though protraQed to a length 
the moſt remarkable! life, in the 
moſt engaging view, is but an airy 
bubble, a flecting vapour, a fading, 
withering flower; a nothing, leſs 
than nothing and vanity! and ſhall 
J laviſh away my precious moments 
in queſt of trifles, and things which 
periſh with ine uſing? Shall I ſtupid- 
ly employ myteif in collecting a few 
baubles on the ſea ſhore, when Ihave 
buſineſs of the moſt momentous na- 
ture to tranſact, and knownot but the 
next rolling billow may overwhelm 
me in the fathomleſs abyſs ? Shall 
I, while dreadfully pendant on the 
verge of a lofty precipice, cleaving 
only to a feeble ſtraw, continue 
gazing on tie wonders of the craz- 
3 cliff, and the beauties of the 

umble vale below; and not endea- 
vour, without delay endeavour, to 
ſecure my hold, and prevent diſlo- 
cated limbs and ths feſh? Yes, 
my dear friend, there is one thing 
needful, ſuperlatively needful, in 
compariſon of which, every other 
purſuit is not worthy of a ſingle 
thought. We have a race to run, 
and a prize to win; we have nu- 
r:erous formidable enemies to en- 
counter with, a myriad of infernal 
corruptions to mortify and ſubdue, 
many, very miny graces to culti- 
vate and 1mprove.— Who, who can 


* A:luding to Amos, vi. > 


be indolent, that reflects upon the in- 


eſtimable value of their precious ſouls, 


and the tranſporting, and tremen- 


- Gous realities of the 1:vifible fate! 


but yet, ſad indeed to fay ! (nature 
ſeems to bluſh at the conſideration; 
the minuteſt reptile turns pteceptor, 
and reproves the amazing folly) 
what numbers of immortal beings, 
inſtead of being parſimonious of that, 
which when orceloſt is never, never 
to be retrieved, waſte their days, 
their weeks, their months,and years; 
and © that I had not juſt reaſon to 
ſay, their aue lives allo; as tho! 
extravagance-was the greateſt pru- 
dence, and to become ſpend:hrifis 
the nobleſt' attainment. Univerſal 
nature is one vaſt, auguſt, ever-ope- 
rating machine! Its continual vi- 
ciſſitudes, and inceſſant motions, in 
the ear of:reafon, iber, ſhall I 
ſay, hunders, conſtant induſtry, and 
unwearied activity, in every inte- 
reſting concern. It is with regtet 
I now mention the thoughtleſs thou- 
ſands, who at this moſt charming 
and delightful hour, are “ ſtretch- 
« ing themſelves upon their 
% couches*,” and in the moſt ſlug- 
giſh accents petitioning, ** a little 
«« ſleep, a'little ſlumber, a little 
« folding ot the hands to ſleep f.“ 
They are wholly ſtrangers to the 
matchleſs perfumes of yonder odo- 
riferous ſpot, which ſo agreeably 
ſalute my noſtrils. To theſe per- 
ſons, theſe rich favours of indulgent 
Heaven, are but as prizes in tie 
hands of fools. They have little 
thought of the worth of ume, orthe/ 
would ſeize, eagerly ſeize, the gol- 
den ever-fleeting moments, 2mprove 
them to the nobleſt purpoſes, e 
they fly away and are no more 
Happy ſouls, who in life's morning 
hour employ themſelves in the mol 
intereſting of all ſervices ; Whole 


F Prov. vi. 10. 


meridian 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


meridian is ſpent in the work of the 
beſt of maſters, and who are prepar- 
ed for the ſhadows of the evening, 
and the long, long night of death, 
« in which no man can work +,” 


9 The Bee upon the flow'ry lawn, 
„ Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 
« Works them 'in his myſterious 


them to be enjoyed by your very 
% murderers. I cannot but pity 
% your hard deſtiny !—How, then, 
«& ſhould my bowels melt with 
«© ſympathy, and eyes flow with 
6 tears &; when I remember, that 
„ thus, thus it fared with your and 
our incarnate Maker! after a life 
* of the moſt exemplary and uſeful 


mould, > s piety ; a life filled with offices of 
« And turns the common dew to „ beneficence, and labours of love; 
gold.” | „ He was, by wicked hands, cruci- 


: GinBONs, 


« Tnduftrious workmen, that 
« ſweep, with buſy wing, the 
« flow'ry garden, and ſearch the 
« blooming heath, and fip the mel- 
“ lifluous 3 ſtrangers to idle- 
« neſs, that ply with inceſſant aſ- 
« ſiduity, your pleafing taſk, and 
« ſuffer no opening bloſſom to pats 


« unexplored, no ſunny gleam to 


« {lip away unimproved : molt in- 
« genious artificers, that cling 
« to the frapraat buds, and with 
« your nice incerted tubes, probe 


them to the very bottom; drain 


« them of their treaſured ſweets; 
« and extract even the odori fe- 


„ rous ſouls of herbs, and plants, 


„ and flowers. —You, when you 
« have compleated your work; 
© collected, refined, and ſecure- 
ly lodged the ambroſial ſtores, 
and might reaſonably expect the 


« peaceful fruition of your acqui- 


ce fied and ſlain. He left the honey 
« of his toil, the balm of his blood, 
« and the riches of his obedience, 
to be ſhared among others: to be 


„ ſhared even among thoſe, who too 


« often crucify him afreſh, and 
« put him to open ſhame Q ”? 


As no flower, not the moſt diſa- 


greeable and offenſive, but yields 
a treaſure for this amaziog artiſt; by 


whoſe matchleſs manufactures, it be- 
comes not inferior, for utility and 


richneſs to the production of the 
ſpicy i/lands, or the Arabian ſhares; in 


like manner, is there not the honey 


of the ſublimeſt improvement, and 


the pureſt joy, to be extracted from 
the molt pꝛercing briers and grieving 
thorns, which often goad the true 
Chriſtian in his travels through this 
inhoſpitable wilderneſs? Every 
thing (ſays the oracle from Heaven) 


„ ſhall work together for the Be- 
liever's good .“ Charming pro- 
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„ ſitions; you, alas! are barbarouſ- mife -delightful aſſertion! this is 
« ly deſtroyed, and leave your ſufficient to ſweeten the moſt bitter 
“ hoarded delicacies to others; leave cup, to wipe the dewy eye-lid diy, 
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＋ John ix. 4. 
& Can Thou, ungrateful Man, his Torments ſee, 
Nor drop a tear for HIM, who pour'd his bloed for Thee? 


PIT T's. Peems, Nvo. 


0 | ll Herwey's Deſcant upon Creation, Med, vol. I. page 269. As J very fortunately, while 
; writing, recollected this beautiful paſſoge, which is perfectly pictureſque and 'appcfite to 
n my preſent ſubject; I could not perſuade myſelf from tranſcribing the whole paragraph. 
ot 1 am proud of enriching my poor performance with ſa elegant a quatation. But after 
ole luch a ſpecimen of the true ſublime, any thing that I attempt muſt neceſſarily appear in- 


tolerably flat and jejune, — This is a ſtar incloſed in a elod; a precious gem, anmvag rude 
gravel ſtones, Rom. viii. 28. . 
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and to ſooth the moſt afflicted breaſt. 
In patience then it becomes us to 
poſſeſs our ſouls. The ſcourge is in 
the hand of a gracious and covenant 
Father. At the ſame time that he is 
probing our wounds, he is able to 
| diſpenſe the oil and wine of divine 
eonſolations. He can cauſe good to 
ſpring out of evil, and out of dark- 
neſs, light. His unerring wiſdom, 
and matchleſs love, are moſt intimate- 
ly concerned in every of his diſpen- 
ſations towards us, If he lays his 
finger upon us, whether in provi- 
dence or grace, we may be aſſured 
it is to anſwer the moſt important 
Purpoſes, and in ſubordination to 
the nobleſt and moſt gracious de- 
figns, Where is the Chriſtian who 
hath not reaſon to make this inge- 
nuous acknowledgement, It is 
« good for me that I have been af- 
6 tited+.” Let us then ſubmit, pa- 
tiently ſubmit, to the heavieſt 
ſtrokes and ſevereſt frownus. Re- 
member Jeſus ** was a man of ſor- 
* rows and acquainted with griefs||.”? 
When our ſpirits are ready to be 


overwhelmed within us, let us ſoar. 


in the rapid car of ardent contem- 
latipn, to Calvary's infamous ſum- 
mit, and view a ſcene of ſufferings, 


in compariſon of which, ours are 


leſs than nothing and lighter than 
vanity z are chaſed away and total- 
ly diſappear, as the twinkling ta- 
pers of 


yefulgent luminary. It is the con- 


fg ut office of a truly ſpiritual mind, 


to turn the moſt common and ordi- 
nary occurrences in life into an 
evangelical mould. Uuiverſal na- 
ture is pregnant with objects to aſ- 
fiſt the ſanctified invention. In this 
auguſt nuſeum, who can be deſtitute 
gi oil to feed the lamp of ſacred me: 


citation? O bat in this particular 
4 Fa, eh, 1 


eaven are now inviſible in 
the preſence of a more auguſt and. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 
all the Lord's people were. prophets! 


in this reſpect it is the duty of every 
Chriſtian tocommence preacher, Have 
we.not ſometimes, my dear friend, 
kindled our feeble taper, at ſome 
amazing diſplay of creative power in 
the minuteſt creatures, and indulged a 
young contemplation from a pro- 
vidential incident, which have been 
productive of ſolid comfort and du - 
rable pleaſure, while unnoticed and 
diſregarded by the thoughtleſs ma. 


ny. Permit me to recommend this 


practice to my correſpondent; as 
an habitual regard hereto, I promiſe 
myſelf will be fruiful of the mo 
ſublime improvement. I with [ 


could urge you to the duty from 


my own experience of its advantages 
ariſing from an unwearied aſſiduity 
in the noble exerciſe. It is my 
hearty and unfeigned defire that our 
affections may be more ſanctiſied, 
and that we may be aſſiſted in ex- 
tracting the honey of ſacred inftruc- 
tion from the meaneſt flower, even 
from thoſe things which are fooliſh» 
neſs to the world ; and above all, 
that our meditations may dwell up- 
on the matchleſs Roe of Sharen, 
whoſe virtues can never be truly 
known, its beauties never pourtrayed, 
Excuſe me, dear Sir, at preſent 
from proceeding, I have experi- 
enced, I aſſure you, my harp quite 
unſtrung, and out of tune in the pre- 
ſent addreſs. Remote from a har- 
mony of ſounds, I am conſcious it 
will make but jarring muſick in e- 
very ſenſible ear, which is capable 
of ſtriking the evangelical chord, 1: 
ſkilful in the notes of Zion, and 
the rapturous ſongs of the new Je- 
ruſalem. | T1” 
I would not willingly intrude upon 
your uſual patience, of which I have 
ſuch conſtant proof, At preſent, 
therefore, I refign my task, and 


Þ 1A, Vii. 3, Fo 
'M 111. Jy hor 


hope that another letter upon this 
ſubject will not be diſagreeable, 
notwithſtanding its very numerous 


imperfections, as it comes from 


your ſincere and very affectionate 
Friend, &c. | 
Tooly-ftreet, Ts 1. L. 
Southwark, / 
(To be continued.) 


A Letter on the State of a happy ſepa- 


rate Spirit. 
Dear Friend, | 
O U fay, „ long to know 
«© more of the ſtare of a ſepa- 
rate ſpirit, that is gone to behold 


* the face of the Lamb. For the 
full Knowledge of this, you mult - 
wait, till you likewiſe, are entered 


into Heaven's bliſs. Embodied ſpi- 
rits, here on earth, know little of 
the ſtate of a ſeparate ſpirit in Hea- 
ven. But as grace, is glory begun, 


we may from from a ſweet foretaſte, 
and ſure earneſt, in the light of the 


word and ſpirit of God, torm ſome 
true notions, though but weak and 
Imperfect ones, of that , glorious 
feaſt, that eternal inheritance, which 


awaits us. 


The ſtate of grace, as to juſtifi- 
cation, conſidered as a tranſient act 
of God, inand by his written word, 
which paſſeth upon believers, at the 
time of their firſt act of faith in 

hriſt, conſiſts, in God's non- impu- 
tation of their ſins unto them; and 
in the free imputation of the per- 
fect righteouſaeſs of Chriſt, unto 
their perſons, for their full and etcr- 
nal juſtification before him. This 
act of God is perfect in itſelf, en- 


tirely and eternally ; and ſo is their 
Rate of juſtification thereby. And 
this righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed 


to believers, is their ziz/e to glory, 


Hut though the ſtate of believers, as 


to juſtification, has in it, perfection 


dad permanency; yet even 1% while 


— 


their ſouls are imperfect, and remain 
in their mortal bodies, is incomplete, 
as to apparency, both to themſelves 
and others. Believers, who are per- 
fectly juſtified before God, have but 


an imperfect knowledge, aud con- 
ſcience- perſuaſion, of that their com- 


plete juſtification ; and their perſo- 


nal ſtanding in this grace, is nat 
fully known to others. Much leſs, 
are the reſplendent glones of Chriſt's 


righteouſneſs, that God-like dreſs, 


with which believer's are richly 


arrayed, comprehended by them- 
ſelves, or by others, with whom 
they converſe, in our preſent ſtate of 
ſhortneſs and darkneſs. | 

But when the ſouls of believers, 
upon the diſſolution of their bodies, 
are become ſeparate ſpirits, they are 


bleſt at once, with a clear, perma- 


nent ſight, of their compleat juſtifi» 
cation, in Chriſt's righteouſneſs a- 
lone; and that this gives them a full 
and indefeiſable title to eternal bliſs. 


They ſee likewiſe, to the utmoſt of 


their finite capacities, the infinite 
glories of this royal robe, in which 
they ſhall for ever. ſtand, with the 
higheſt acceptance, before a God of 


infinite holineſs, And in this glo- 


rious dreſs, they are, and ſhall be, 
viewed with complacence, by Saints 
and Angels. — But having given 
this hint, of the ſlate of grace, in 
juſtification, I come to that of inhe- 
rent ſanctification. And | 
The ſtate of grace, as to ſanctific a- 
tion, conſiſts, in a begun meetne/s, by 
inherent holineſs, produced in our 


hearts and lives, by the regenerating 


and ſanctifying work of the ſpirit 
of grace, for the enjoyment oi Chriſt, 
and of God in him; in ſome glances 
of his glory, through the goſpel- 
glaſs; in a growing conformity to 
his image; and in an anſwerable 
employment in his praiſe. Now as 
glory is grace made perfect, we 


may hence form ſome true notions, 
F of , 
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entire faculties. 


70 
of what glory 16, in tha: it differs 
not from grace in ind, but only in 
degree. But as our preſent concep- 
tions about it, are very imperfect; 
we muſt needs be very far, from 
thinking, or ſpeaking of it, perfect- 


Iy.— But, 


The ſouls of the ſaints, at the 
death of their bodies, by the Al- 


mighty energy of the Hol YGHosr, 


are at once made perfect in holineſs. 
All ſin, in its being and working, 
which remained in them before, is 
then deſtroyed utterly, removed out 
of them, totally and for ever; and 
their begun-holineſs compleated, 
never more to be defaced. The 
ſanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, 
in their hearts at firſt, which was 


perfect as to kind, and as to parts, 


as it extended, as a principle of 
grace, unto all the powers of their 
fouls, every of which, was in part 
ſanctiſied; ſhall then be complet 
ed in degree. and all the powers of 
their ſouls ſenctified perfectly, as 
The infant prin- 
ciple of grace begun, ſhall then ar- 
rive to its full perfection, to the 
meaſure of the ſtature, of the per- 
fect new man. And this perfect 
holineſs is, and will be, their per- 
fect inherent meerre/s, for the ſtate of 
glory, in the immediate viſion of 
Chriſt, and of God in him, to a 
bliſsful eternity. The ſouls of the 
ſaints, when disjoined from their 
bodies, are in this reſpect, “ ſpirits 
« made perfect.“ | 


this happy work, theſe ſeparate ſpi- 


rits, having the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt upon them, which gives 
them a title to glory, and perfect 
- holineſs wrought in them, as their 


meek neſs for that ineffable bliſs; are 


inſtantly admitted iato glory, and 


bleſt with the full, facial, and end- 
leſs. viſion of the glorious Lamb, and 


of the God of glory in him. They 
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ſee no more, as before; darkly, as 


through a glas; but perfectly, and 
face to face. And thus they behold 
Chriſt, not in this or that part only, 
of his tranſcendent excellencies, and 
infinite glories ; but in all his per- 
ſonal, and mediatorial. glories at 
once. They fee, to the utmoſt 


. ſtretch of their finite capacities, the 


infinite glories of his divine perſon, 
as God the Son; they ſee him as 
co-equal, co-efſential, and co-eter- 
nal with God the Father, in all the 


infinite perfections and glories of 


the undivided Godhead. They ſee 
him in his infinite condeſcenſion, in 
taking the human nature, the na- 
ture of the children, for them, into 
perfonal union with el,; and ſo, 
in the wonderful conſtitution of his 


perſon, as God-man, the great Me- 


diator, and in all his mediatorial 
fulneſs. 'I'ney ſee him in all his 
indiſſoluble relations to them, thoſe 


full ſprings of all his communica- 


tions, 1n all his offices, and his me- 
diatorial perfections; and particular- 
ly, in all the immenſe glories of his 


love and grace, his wiſdom and 


power, his truth and faithfulneſs, 


his holineſs and righteouſneſs, as 


difplayed before them, in his en- 


gagements for them, before time; 
in his performances for them, by 
his life and death-ſervice, in time; m 


the glorious atchievements wrought 


thereby, and in his life for them in 
Heaven, as their life eternally. And 


| they have a perfect love-communi- 
And upon the accompliſhment of 


on with him, in all his diſplayed 
glories, to their ineffable felicity! 
this is ſomewhat of the fate of ſe- 
parate ſpirits, that behold the face 
of the Lamb. 
Avain, they ſee God, in him: 
God in all his perſons, Father, Son, 


and Spirit; and in all his perfecti- 


ons, decrees, acts, and works, as 
their own God in Chriſt. They ſee 
God, all that is in God, as engag- 
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ed for them, as their portion, ſet- 
tled upon them antiently and eter- 
rally, and as acting and working 
for their good continually. They 
ſee the whole of their ſalvation, in 
all its parts, is from God, in. all 


his perſons ; diſplaying all his per- 


fections in their eternal election un- 
to life, and full redemption from fin 
and death, by price and power; and 
in their exaltation to Heaven's bliſs, 
to poſſeſs and enjoy the God of glo- 
ry there, as their inheritance for e 
ver. They have communion” with 
God in all his perſons, in owe; in 
all the diſplays of it, from their firſt 
exiſtence in grace, to their admiſſion 
into glory. They ſee the infinite 
Deity through Chriſt's glorified Hu- 
manity, in all bis infinite perfections 
and glories, and in all their various 
diſplays in nature, grace, and pro- 
vidence; and all in ſubſervience to 
God's higheſt praiſe, and their high- 
elt bliſs. They live in God, and 
dive continually into that bounJleſs, 
bottomleſs, endleſs fea of immenſe 
felicity, to the ages of eternity! 
But the glory of ſeparate ſpirits at 
home with Chriſt, is in this regard, 
much too great to be conceived, or 
expreſſed, by a mort I's thought or 
word. Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
near heard”? 
ſays, When we are taken to Hea- 
« ven, we ſhall ſee God at once, 
with reſpe& to the ſimplicity of 
his being, as all that is 22 God, 
« 75 God ; but with reſpect to tae 
the immenſity of his being, it 
© will be like failing over an e- 
„ ternal ſea, where every moment's 
„ fail we have a new horizon.” 
The freſh diſplays of Jehovah's 1a- 
finite glories, will fill our finite ca- 
pacities, with rifing joys, and pre- 
tent new wonders, to our raptured 
eyes, throuzh the circling ages of a 
bleſt eternity! For when we ſee 
Chriſt, and God in hm, it will not 
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71 
be a bare ſpeculation, an unaf- 
fecting ſight, hut a ſoul-attracting 
diſplay, that ſweetly, ſtrongly, per- 
perually will draw vs into him, 
that broad, deep, and endleſs ocean 
of glory, for a ſoul-filling enfoy- 
ment. | 

And this beatific, facial vifion of 
God and the Lamb, will be tranſ- 
forming. When we ſee Chrift as 


<< he zs5, we ſhall be like him.” And 


this transformation into his image, 
by the viſion of bis face, as I hum- 
bly think, reſpects all thoſe inter- 
nal, innumeiable, various, and end- 
leſs acts, of our perfected graces, 
which ſhall be excited thereby, to 
a vaſt etern:cy. 


And conſequent hereupon, we 
ſhall be externally employed in Je- 
hovah's praiſe; in aſcriptions of 
glory and bleſſing, ſalvation and ho- 
nour, wiſdom and power, unto him 
that ſit teth upon the throne, and to 
the worthy Lamb, for ever, and 
ever! and a ſpecimen of this wor- 
ſhip of Heaven, we have thus given, 
« And every creature which is in 
„ Heaven, heard I, ſaying, bleſſing 
« and honour, and glory, and 
« power be unto him, that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and vnto the 
« Lamb, ſer ever and ever.“ 


Again, another part of the bliſs 
of perfect ſpirits, in a ſeparate 
ſtate, conſiſts, io a full, free, and eter- 
nal communion with Saints and An- 
gels. And as all ſehovah's won- 
ders in grace, towards the heirs of 
glory, and in their mutual uſefuineſs 
to each other in their 1tme-flate, 
and in ſpecial providence, by the 
miniſtry of angels, in all thoſe 
kind offices, which rheſe heavenly 
meſſengers perform, for the heirs of 
falvation, while in the body; will 
then be opened to their glorified 
underſtandings clearly, and commu- 
nicated freely and fully; and the 
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memories of theſe happy ſeparate ſpi- 


rits, ſtrengthened perfectly, to re- 
flect upon all the Lord's wiſe and 
myſterious conduct, in all thoſe 
windings and turnings, by which 
they were led through the wilder- 


neſs, as having been all ſubſervient 


to their higheſt bliſs, and the right 
way to the Land of promiſe: theſe 


things, as I humbly conceive, will 
be matter of their joint-praiſes ; for 


the worſhip of Heaven is /ocial. If 


the communion of Saints on earth 


is ſuch, much more fo, will be their 


communion in Heaven. They ſay, 


Let zs be glad and rejoice, and 
* give honour to him.” And as 
their love to God, and each other, 
is fervent and perfect, they mutually 


and eternally intereſt themſelves in 


each others blifs, and call one ano- 
ther unto joint praiſe. And all 
their it numerable multitude, conti- 


nually and eternally join in the wor- 


ſhip of God and the Lamb, with the 
triumphant ſhout of Hallelujah! 
to which all the glorious Angels 
round the throne join a loud Amen ! 
All the glorified members of Chriſt's 
myſtical body, from him the head, 
fhall be filled brimful of joy and 
glory, ineffably and eternally ; and 
all the ſtreams of bliſs, from 
him the fountain, ſhall flow 
gown upon all, and by all, into, 
and through each other, and wafte 
them all, in love's . endearment, 
and joint praiſes, into God, that 
vaſt ocean, from whence 
came, that ocean of joy and glory, 
to a happy eternity! For all the 
diſplays of the glory of God, which 
ſhall theo be caſt upon us through 
Chriſt, will be made in the bright 
form of love; which will attract 
our ſpirits, as ſo many tongues of 
fire, in continual aſcenſion, to join 
with his infinite and eternal flame ! 
Our communion with God, as 


the God of love, will be full and 


1s glorified thereby. 


they 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


immediate, uninterrupted and eter- 
nal above! Yea; we ſhall then love 
God for himſelf; firſt and principal. 
Iy, in all his effential perfections, 
and infinite glories ; and in all their 
bright difplays, chiefly in that God 
Ve ſhall love 
his glory, in our ſalvation, above 
our own happineſs therein; and re. 
joice in our felicity, as it redounds 
to Jehovah's glory, his manifeſtative 
glory. We ſhall intereſt ourſelves 
in. God's glory, and rejoice for e- 
ver, in his eſſential, immenſe, and 
eternal bliſs! and pafling out of 
our little ſelves, into the great God, 
we ſhall ive in him, and bathe in 


his immenſe pleaſures, that vaſt and 
endleſs ocean of felicity unknown / 


And full, it muſt needs be, to fill 
all the veſſels of mercy, to the ut- 
moſt of their finite capacities, with 


incffable and endleſs joy and glory: 


fince it is full for God himſelf to a 
boundleſs eternity ! we ſhall then, 
by glory union, be in the Son, 
« and in the Father.” encompaſſed 
round, with a vaſt ocean of bliſs, im- 
menſe and endleſs! and that not ſim- 
ply, as ſingle perſons, but as a body 
collectively, unto ſocial and eternal 


praiſe ; in which the innumerable 


company of holy Angels will join 
with their eternal adorations and 
loud acclamations ! 

But what the joys and glories of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs upon us, 
clearly and conſtantly beheld by us; 


of perfect holineſs in principle with- 
in us; of immediate viſion and full 


fruition, of God and the Lamb ; of 
a full conformity to his image, in 
the internal acts of perfected graces; 
of an eternal dedication, to his ex- 


- ternal praiſe ; together with a full 


and eternal communion with Saints 
and Angels; will be, in ther 


own vaſt greatneſs, nothing leſs than 


the ſtate of glory itſelf, can inform 


us. 
This 
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This, my dear Friend, is a weak 
eſſay to liſpe out the ineffable 
felicity of happy ſpirits, in a ſepa- 
rate ſtate. —But oh, how ſmall a part 
of it can be told ! it is a ſubject fit 
for our admiration, but far ſurpaſſ- 
eth all expreſſion And till Ve alſo 
are bleſt with a fight, we are called 
to live by Faith. — That your fel- 
« lowſhip with the Father, and 
« with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, by the 
« Holy Ghoſt” may more and 
more increaſe, unto a growing con- 
formity to the divine image, and a 
more conſtant employ in Jehovah's 
praiſe ; until you are called to in- 
herit eternal bliſs, is the hearty de- 
fire of, | | 


Yours, &c. 
/ A. D. 
Tothe Editors of the Spiritual Mag a- 
i ne. | 
Gentlemen, 


If you pleaſe to inſert in your next the 
[ubſequent anſwer to the following 
query, inſerted in vol. II. page 48. 
of Pious Thoughts, you will c- 
blige your humble ſervan!, and con- 

fant reader, | 


„ 
A 
6e IS the death and ſufferings of 


« Chriſt, or his paſſive obedience, 
all that is required for the ſalva- 
« tion and juſtification of a ſinner ? 
«« Hath his active righteouſneſs no 
« part in the work, or muſt it be 
“ 1mputed ? Is the imputation of 
Chriſt's active righteouſneſs, an 
eſſential point of doctrine, or 
may a man be ſafe without it? 


A moſt momentous and- neceſſary 
query ! as it tends to put the ſinner 


upon the moſt accurate enquiry, af- 
ter things of the greateſt impor- 


tance, viz. the matter and cauſe of 
his juſtification before God, and ac- 


ceptance with him; things eſſen- 
tial to our preſent and future hap- 
pineſs, and without which none 
can be ſaved; the knowledge of 
which is both prior and previous to 


a perſons knowing, either his duty, 


or privilege, how to worſhip Goo, 
or pray acceptably, or what to be- 
lieve and rely on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for. \ 

To ſuppoſe the ſufferings and 
death of Chriſt, all that 1s required 
for the ſalvation of a ſinner, is to 
anſwer Paul in the affirmative, who 
aſked the Corinthians, zs Chrift di- 
vided ? 1 Cor. i. 13. Yea this would 
not only divide, but reje& and caſt 
away part of Chriſt, as uſeleſs and 
of no value, a thought to be abhor- 
red by every pious ſoul. The Be- 
liever hath a whole Chriſt for his 
ſalvation, viz. the life and death, bo- 


dy and ſoul of Chriſt, all are his and 


he is Chriſt's, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. As 
the law of God requires perfection 
and perpetual obedience of the fin- 
leſs, ſo it pronounceth condemna- 
tion and death on the finful, which 
ſentence juſtice will certainly in- 
flict, unleſs reconciliation be made, 
and plenary ſatis faction given, which 
ſatisfaction cannot be but by the 
death of the High Prieft ; for with- 
out ſhedding of blood is no remiſ- 
ſion, and it is not poſſible the blood 
of beaſts ſhould take away ſins, there- 
fore Chriſt hath done it with his 
own blood, Gen. ii. 27. Gal. iii 10. 
Numb. xxxv. 32. Heb. ix. 22. and x. 
4. Col. i. 22. Rom. v. 11. Now as 
the paſſive obedience of Chriſt is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the waſhing 
and ſaving the ſoul from guilt, and 
all the dreadful effects of ſin, Rev. i. 
5. ſo his active righteoutnels is as ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute the ſinner righ- 


tous before God, Zech. iii. 4. For 


as one delivers from Hell, the other 
makes ready for,, and recommends 
to, Heaven, Matt. xxli. 11, 13. Rev. 

xix. 
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xix. 7, 8. Here Matthew preſents 
to our view a man not having a wed- 
ding garment, with his laſt and mi- 


ſerable end, bind him hand and 


„ foot, and caſt him into outer 
4 darkneſs.” John ſhews us the 
bride, the Lamb's wife made ready, 
and cells vs what her wedding gar- 
ment 3s, **fine linen, clean and white; 
« for tne fine linen is the righteoui- 
«© neſs of ſaints.” Let it be obſerv- 
ed, this righteouſneſs of Saints is 
either wronght out by the Saints 
themſelves, or by ſome other per- 
ſon for them ; that it 15 not wrovght 
out by them is certain, becauſe all 
our righteouſneſſes are 2 5: Hithy rags, 

JLſa. Ixiv. 6. But Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs is clean and white, Wronght 
out for the Saints, given to them, 
and put upon them; as Paul affirms 
Num] v. 17. They which receive 
% abandance of grace, and of the 


“ gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign 


-\ 


“ in life by one jeſas Criſt.” 
ven as David deſcribed the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the man unto whom God 
imputeth rightcouinels without 
works, Rom. iv. 6. 

Whatever God doth is eſſential 
and right, and as he is declared to 
inpate righteouſneſs to the bleſ- 


led, it muſt be efential and right, | 


nor Can a man be ſafe without . 
this Paul knew right well, and there- 
fore ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
and did count them but dung, that 
he might win Chriſt, and be found 
in him, not having his own righte- 
ouſneſs, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is 
of God by faith, Phil. iii. 8, 9g. viz. 
CHriIsT's righteouſneſs imputed, 
which is wrought out by God the 
Son, given by God the Father, re- 
vealed by God the Spirit, and re- 
ceived by faith as the ſoul's juſtify- 
ing dreſs. 

Perhaps ſome oy objeR, and aſk, 


Is it natural, reaſonable, or juſt, to 


ſuppoſe one man is righteous: be. 


cauſe another is ſo? Or that one 
man is made righteous by the obe- 
dience of another ? 

I anſwer, between men in com- 
mon it is not ſo, nor is it reaſonable 
ſo. to think ; but between Chriſt 
and his church, it is moſt natural, 
reaſonable, and juſt, it ſhould be ſo, 
becauſe of that fœderal union ſub- 
ſiſting Between them; he the head, 
and they the body, ſo as they are 


no more twain, bur one; i. e. one 


body and ene Chriſt, one ſpirit and 
one life, Col. i. 18. 1 Cor. Xii. 16, 
17. Col. ii. 4. Heb. n. 11. What. 
ever is done or ſuffered by any per. 
ſon, whether it be by his head, or 
any other member of his body, 
we naturally, reaſonably, and very 
juſtly, aſcribe the ſame to that per- 
ſon, and the whole man or body 
bears the ſhame, or receives the re- 
ward, according to the merit or de- 
merit of the thing done, whether 
good or bad, 1 Cor. X11. 25, 26, 27, 
Hence it is that: our fins againit God 
fell on Chriſt, Rom. xv. 3. and 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs is imputed to 
us. For as by one man's diſobedi- 
ence, many were made finners ; ſo 
by the obedience of one, ſhall many 
be made rightcous. 
Whatever is done by the head 15 
juſtly imputed to the body; Chritt 
the head, having fulfilled the whole 
righteouſneſs of the law, therefore 
it is juſtly imputed to his body the 
church, Rom. viii. 4. that the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law i be fulfil- 


led in or by us. 


Worſtcad, Nerfolk, 
April 15, 1702. 


To the EpiToRs of the SPIRITUAL 
MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


In your cig/teenth number, Pious 


Thoughts, 


1 


us 
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Thoughts, page 48. among the ſc ve- 
ral Queries there propoſed, the firſt 
is reſpecting the paſſive and attive 
obedience of Chriſt. If my Fri, 
anſwer to it may be thought uſeful 
to any of God's dear children, it is 
at your ſercvice to inſert in your de- 
lightful Magazine. | 

QUERY I. anſwered. 
HAT the active and paſſive o- 
bedience of Chritt is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, and imputed to every 


gracious ſoul appears evident, as 
the whole and entire obedience of 


| Chriſt, is that without which a 


ſinner cannot be ſaved; beſides, 


| Chriſt having fulfilled all righteoul- 


neſs in every reſpect, as to what the 
law commanded and required of us, 


and having ſuffered for our ſins, the 


Juſt for the unjuſt ; this plainly de- 
monſtrates, that both his active and 
paſſive obedience, is that, without 
which Jehovah the Father never de- 
ſigned the ſalvation of man. The 


| obedience of Chriſt, in an active and 
| palive way, was certainly conclud- 
ed upon in the new covenant ſettle- 
ments, 


and performed by bim 
(Chriſt) on the behalf of all God's 
elect, in the days of his fleth, as 


| God-man mediator ; for if either 
| the active or paſhve obedience of 


Chriſt be excluded or left out in 


| the economy of grace, how can it 


be proved that the ſatisfaction and 


ſuretyſhip of Chriſt is perfect and 
compleat? If the paſſive obedience 


of Chriſt, would alone of itſelf have 
anſwered the firict demands of a 


| holy and righteous law, as the law 
| of God is, which requires both ac- 
| tive and paſhve obedience, certain- 
ly Chriſt had never performed both, 


when one would have anſwered tho 
end: Reſpecting himſelf, he had no 


need of either the one or the other, 
but only as he ſtood the ſinnersturc- 
ty, he had nced of both; being 


> 


' peruſe, John xvii. 4. 


engaged to make payment adequate 
to, and conſiſtent with, the rigor- 
ous demands of juſtice, which is ex- 
ceeding broad, P/al. cxix. gb. there- 
fore to ſay that the paſſive obedience 
of Chriſt was ſufficient without the 
active part of it, is not only un- 


Icriptural, but to me it appears little 


leſs than blaſphemy, and reflects 
diſnonour upon that divine and 
glorious attribute of Jehovah's wiſ- 
dom. 
man, diſtinctly conſidered, had not 
efficacy ſafficieat to make it valid; 
but his obedience as God- man gave 
life to, put a beautiful ſanction upon 
the whole; therefore both the ac- 


The obedience of Chrit as 


— 


tive and paſſive obedience of Chriſt, 


15 not only requiſite, but mult be 
conſidered as the deſigu of God in 
the ſalvation of his people: For 
inſtance, if only the paſſive obedi- 
ence of Chriſt is imputed to the e- 
lect, which cannot be admitted with- 
out a forced explanation of ſcripture, 
then to what end and purpoſe is 
his active obedience, if it be not im- 
pated to the ele& who acknowledge 
themſelves finners? I would deſire to 
know who can ſhare in the blefſing ? 
Can the unregenerate world divide 
it among themielves, or does it ap- 
pcar as a thing that is uſeleſs? Up- 
on the whole, among the many preg- 
nant portions of God's holy word, 
which plainly exhibit the truth be- 
fore ſpecified, let the candid reader 
1 130% 
Rom. v. 19. from which a diſcera- 
ing and ſpiritual perſon may per- 
ceive, that the active, as well as 
paſſive obedience of Chriſt to the 
commands of God, apprehended by 
faith, and applied by the ſpirit, is 
a doctrine tull of comfort and con- 
ſolation to a child of God; and 
con{cquentiy to be provagated and 
earneltly contendea for, by thoſe 
that are on the Lord's ſides, and de- 
ligat in a whole Chrift for thei- 
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76 PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


Salvation, as no man, I think, can 


be ſaved without the imputation of 


the ſame. 


Deoorfelds, W. D. 
April 7, 1762. | 


QUERY the Second page 48, 


„ What a fight and ſenſe of fin, 
« js abſolutely neceſſary to Chriſ- 
« tian experience? 1 


Anſwered, and by it the third, 
fourth, and fifth in ſubſtance, may 
be included. 


UCH a fight and ſenſe of fin, as 

is conſiſtent with the nature and 
perfections of God, and found re- 
corded in the ſacred writings, is 
abſolutely neceſſary for any per- 
ſon to have a good ground of hope, 
God's dealing with ſome of his chil- 
dren, in this reſpec, is not always 
to be a ſtanding rule for others of 
the ſame family; nay it is unwar- 
rantable, inaſmuch as the Lord, in 
his firſt workings upon the ſouls of 
his people, deals very differently 
with them ; and often in ſo gracious 
a way as is agreeable to their naty- 
ral frame and diſpoſition : *T'is not 
a great degree of forrow, upon a 
view of fin, that always proves it 
to be genuine, but it 1s the nature 
of that ſorrow, from whence it takes 
its riſe, and what occaſions the 
ſame, by which we are to judge of 
it; becauſe terror of conſcience is 
no eyidence of ſpiritual life, as is 
manifeſt in the caſe of Cain, Judas, 


and others, A man may have a 


hell in his conſcience, cry and roar 


intereſt in Chriſt, is enabled to fly 


the diſciples, Lord /awe us, we periſh; 


him (which - declares that he knows 


on the account of fin, behold him- 
ſelf a ſinner, be ſhook over de. 
vouring flames, and never be like to 
have a Heaven with Chriſt hereaf. 
ter; therefore ſuch a fight of fin is 
abſolutely neceſſary, that is wrought 
by the ſpirit of God, and by which 
the ſoul ſees he 1s in a helpleſs ſtate 
and condition, undone without an 


to him, as a periſhing ſinner, and 
receive Chriſt in the language of 


and by ſecing the ſuitableneſs of 


him) and want of him, he ventures 
his ſoul upon him, he becomes pre- 
cious to his foul, he finds he can 
truſt him with his all; and the 
clearer his ſight is of a ſenſe of the 
pardon of his ſins, the more he 
finds his love to Chriſt, the more he 
1s humbled, the more he mourns 
for ſin, as he beholds Chriſt the 
great atonement ; For that ſorrow 
tor ſin that is of a right kind 1 
wrought by faith's view of Chriſt, 
as well as by looking upon fin, a 
is confirmed by that abſolute pro- 
miſe, they ſhall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and ſhall mourn 
for him, Zech. x11. 10. Sothat it mat: 
ters nothing, if the Lord ſo ſees it 
meet, whether or no the ſoul has ever 
ſuch extraordinary terrors of the 
law, as this is often produced by 
Satan, a legal heart, and fear of 
hell, and may be, and often 15, 
where the ſubjects of it are ftran- 
gers to Chriſt, 

Moor fields, | WM 
April 85 1762. 


POETRY, 
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All Things nothing, for the Excellency 
| of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 


our Lord. 


7 AST are the the ſums, and 
5 moſt immenſe! 
Could J all nature's funds diſpenſe; 
That cheerfully my hands ſhould 
ive, 
If free from ſin my ſoul could live. 
To have an holy walk, —upright, 
Like firſt-age ſaints, in all mens 
ſight, . 
I'd barter all the wealth I could, 
If ſtones were di'monds, earth was 
gold. | | 


Did Kingdoms multiply as days, 


And honours ſwell as hours increaſe, 


Did ev'ry ſenſual pleaſure riſe, 
That ſuits my taſte, or feaſts my 
eyes: 


Were the rich mountains of Peru, 


And golden mines. the wealthieſt too, 

Mine to diſpoſe of, —all ſhould go, 

Might I the King of glory know. 

Know him as my ſin-pard'ning God, 
And feel th* anointings of his blood. 
Could every drop that kills the ſea, 

To brilliant pearls converted be; 

And every ſand upon the ſhore, 

Form jewels of the richeſt ore ; 

I'd part with all theſe little things, 

To view, by faith, the King of 

Kings; | | 
To ſee myſelf in him compleat, 
And bow with rev'rence at his feet. 
If all the atoms in the air, 
And ſtars that in the ſkies appear, 
Were gems, —the moſt tranſparent 
bright, 
And huge as that vaſt orb of light 
That rules the day; with theſe I'd 


part, 


Might receive a contrite heart, 


An humble ſoul for ſin, is more 
To me, — than both the Indies ſtore. 
For fruitfulneſs and growth in 
grace, 


give each fingle blade of graſs 


That cloaths the earth, from ſeas © 


de | 
And all the leaves upon the trees, 


If every one were rubies fair, 


Nor thould I think the bargain dear. 


| N. 
An HYMM. 
\ TERNAL God, with ſweet 
ſarprize, 


Our ſouls recount the heav?nly joys ; 
And while our tongues repeat the 
| theme, | 
Diviner Faith grows to a flame. 


Kindled with love, we dwell com- 
pleat, 


On Piſgah's top, the nobleſt ſeat ; 


And faith aſſures us, when we die, 
Our dwellings are in manſions high. 


Sweet are the notes of feeble 


praiſe, 

What ſoft and ſolemn ſounds we 
ratie ; | 

But perfect ſtrains of pureſt love, 


. Dwell on the tongues of Saints a- 


bove. 


In thoſe bright regions we ſhall 
view 
Eternal wonders ever new ; 
Millions of years diſcloſe the ſcene, 
Where everlaſting joys are green. 


'There we ſhall ſee the King en- 
thron'd, 

Who for our fins hath once aton'd; 

And marvel at his ſov'reign grace. 

Who choſe us heirs of righteouſneſs, 


There we ſhall join the heav'n- 
ly choir, 3g 
Wonder and ſing, —ſing and admire 
Adore and bleſs, with 1oftieft praiſe, 
Jeſus, our King, to endleſs days. 


N. W. 
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78 
To my Friend the Rev. Mr. 
on his late Diſappointment, &c. 


E T us be ſtill content, and 
ever know, 
*1'is God's wiſe providence that 
rules below. 

View this terreſtrial globe in aclear 
light, 

And ſtill conclude, whatever is, is 
right: 


» 


That earthly honour, . is an idle 


flame, 

A puff of airy wind, an empty 
name, 

That ſeats of Lords, preferments, 
crowns of Kings, 

Are vain, my friend, are fading, 
trifling things. 


True happineſs alone, conſiſts in 


this, 

'That we're content with what we do 
poſſeſs; 

And not like Alexander, wiſh for 
more, 

When he had conquer'd the whole 
world before. 

The conqueſt is, our paſſions to 


controul, 4 

That belt deſcribes the greatneſs of 
the ſoul. 

Then nothing can a diſappointment 
prove, 

If our beſt wiſhes are but fix'd a- 
bove. 

Our beſt, our laſting comforts center 
there, 

We have no more to hope, no more 
to fear. 


If happineſs we chuſe, we "SED 
from hence, 

That God's the center, and circum- 
ference. 


Dec. 19. 1761. 
The Riphidim Combat. 
Exod. xvii. 8. 


WIFE Jacob's tribes through 


the deſerts came, 
Unto Riphidin land, 


r 


Then Amalek did them oppoſe, 
And that with ſword in hand. 

So Chriftians in this wilderneſs, 
Their foes do them moleft ; 

Both foes without and foes within, 
By whom they are oppreſt. 


Fer. 11. 


Amalek fought with might andmain, 
And ſometimes did prevail, 


? Which cauſed him more bold to 


OW, 


And Ihael's hearr to fall 


So i it is with the Chriſtian now, 
When warring with his foes, 
Sometimes they gain the victory, 
And he on mourning goes. 


Fer. 12. 


When //-2e/ thus was hard beſet, 
Nor could his foes withſtand, 
Maſes upon a hill he ſtood 
With the rod of Gold in band. 
And when his hand was lifted up, 
Aaron and Hurr bing by) 
Iſrael againſt their foes . 
And flew them valiantly. 


So when the Chriſtian is beſet, 
By all his num'rous foes, 

Jeſus upon Mount Zion ſtands, 
Who only can oppoſe 

The many toes of the poor ſoul, 
(which truly are not few) | 

Tis he alone can them controul, 
As well as them ſubdue. 

When he lifts up his mighty hand, 
Diſplays his pow'rful rod, 

The fieſh, the world, and devils too, 
Obey the ſov'reign nod. 


16id. 


Maſes he ſat upon a ſtone, 

Did thence the battle view; 
His heavy hand ſupported was, 
By Aurr and Aaron too. 


Chriſt on a ſure foundation fits, 
By him are ſeen our foes ; 
His human nature of itſeif, 
Cannot the ſame oppoſe : 
But being Prieſt and God divine, 
None can before him kaad ; 
Cor- 


0 -£ 


Corruptions great, and Devils ſtrong, 
Are under his command. 


Ver. I3z. 


Joſoua in perſon did defeat 
Theſe toes, and made them run, 
From morning fair, until noon day, 
And to the ſetting ſun. 


So Chriſt, our King, our Jones 
great, 
Our Captain, and our Lord, 
Our foes alſo he will defeat, 
By's ſpirit and his word. 
What need we then fear any foes, 
Or ought that can moleſt, 
Jeſus, he ſtill our leader ag 
And he will give us reft. 


Ver. 16. 


I/radl he never muſt agree 
With the Amaletzzes, 

Perpetual war there needs muſt be, 
Till they are blaſted quite. 


The true Believer he muſt war, 
Againſt his num'rous foes, 

Perpetually he muſt reſiſt 
Such that his ſoul oppoſe, 

In his own ſtrength 1s he to fight ? 
Or on the ſame rely ? 

No, Chriſt alone, muſt give him 
ſtrength, | 
And cauſe his foes to fly. 


Per. 14. 
Amalet's na me ſhould be eras'd, 
jehovah-niſſi ſwore, 
No more ſhall he e'er have a pen 
No, not for ever more. | 
Ev*n ſo our fins ſhall be deſtroy'd, 
And never more be found, | 
Jeſus will take them all away, 
Let praiſe to him redound. 


J. M. 
Death's Warrant, and the Soulꝰs 


Welcome. 
T H 


E King of King” s a war- 
And ſent it out by death; 


Teoly- Street, 


rant ſeal'd, 


T 1 
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And charged him to ſerve the ſame 
Upon my ſeeble breath. 

1 _ with ſpeed, and ſeized 


While L in trouble lay, 
And with his dart did pierce my 
heart, 
And took my life away. 
Oh! quickly then, my ſoul was 
loos'd, 
Out of this houſe of clay ; 
That with confinement long had 
groan'd, 
And wiſh'd for that bleſs'd day, . 
Angels immediately came down, 
With power from on high, 
To guard my ſpirit ſafely home, 
Above the ſtarry sky. 


Sweet pleaſure all the way I went, 
I found did multiply; | 
From Angels tongues, who ſound- 
ed loud, 
Salvation now is nigh. 


The gates above ſtood open wide, 
And jeſus in the ſpace; 
He welcomes me with words and 
ſmiles, 
And joys to ſee my face, 


He loud proclaims the ſow reign 
word, | 
And bids me enter 1n, 

And told me he had dy'd for me, 
And blotted out my ſin. | 


Oh! now my ſoul with Angels ſits, 
Among that heavenly choir, 

My walk and talk with Jeſus is, 
Which was my ſoul's deſire. 


When I a tenant was in clay, 
How weary was I there, 
My ſweet, with bitter n was 
mix'd, 
My life was grief and care. 


But former things are done away, 


My work is now to ſing; 
Ten thouſand praiſes are his due, 
Who is my Lord and King. 


Now, 


80 ” 8 E 


Now, you my friends, who bear 
me hence, 
Unto my duſty bed; 
The place where oft you ve heard me 
ſay, 
I long to lay my head. 


Sing praiſe, ſing praiſe, my loving 
friends, 
Sing praiſes all the way; ; 
It was my will that you ſhould Gog, 
Upon my burial day. 


Sing from my chamber to my grave, 
My friends that round me be, 
This work TI oftimes thought upon, 

When! your face did fee. 


My work is wholly done with you, 
This is your laſt for me; 

And as you ſing fo think e'er long 
Thus you ſhall carry'd be. 


Farewel! my fellow Saints behind, 
Do good the time you hve; 


For death e'er long will ſummons 


you, 
And give you no reprieve. 


Farewel my fleſh and blood moſtdear, 


J leave you all behind; 
Unto the God of Ifrael's care, 
Who's merciful and kind. 
The day comes halt'ning on with 
ſpeed, 
When Chriſt will come again; 
To raiſe the bodies of his Saints, 
That they may with him reign,” 
My fleth in duſt ſhall reſt in hope, | 
Till that great look'd for day; 
When all the ſorrows of the Saints, 
Shall vaniſh quite away. 


Bi ;ſbepgate- rect. e. 


To the Epirogs of the srisiruat 
MAGAZINE. 


_ Gentlemen, _ 
Tf this piece d:jerwves a : place, pleaſe 70 


inert it, which. ewill oblige your 
conſtant Reader, ; | 


TB. 


Doctors Commons. 


1 
4 Poem oz the Judgment-Day. 


AIL ! glorious morn to ſleep- 
ing Saints, 
Thy King in glory's come, 
To raife thee from the impriſon'd 
rave, 


With Chriſt to 3 thee home. 


O happy! happy ſouls are they, 


Who riſe from mould'ring clay; 
From gloomy priſons, once their 
tombs, 


And ſoar to endleſs day. 


The rocks muſt rend, all nature 
ſhake, 
While earth and boundleſs ſea, 
Obey the voice of God's com- 
mand, | 
«© Give up your dead to me.” 


How direful then will be the ſcene, 
And awful more the day; 
When on the wicked God ſhall reſt, 


And make his anger ſtay. 


The voice of ſinners then will cry, 
To rocks, and hills, and ſkies, 

Fall on and veil us ever from 

Thoſe direful miſeries. 


How fatal is the dreadful ſtroke, 
How diſmal the decree, 

For where to go, or where to run, 
No refuge they can ſee. 

In vam they call for mercy now, 
The day of grace be'ng ſpent, 


The 'ffended Majeſty of Heaven, 


Alone ſupports the Saint. 
Then thoſe that followed Chriſt be- 


low, 
Through ſhame, diſgrace, and 
ain, 
Shall be receiv'd up to his throne, 
And ſing to Jeſus* name. 


Then 3 alone can only tell, 


The bliſs they feel above, 
Where all their mournings turn'd to 
1-71. y 

And all their praiſe is love. 


| 


Þ GenTL.EMEN, 
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To the Epiroks of the SpiniTUAL 


MAGAZINE, 


If the filling original piece Poald 


be approved of, you may inſert it. 


evith your other miſcellanies. 


Thoughts on Love and the ge- 


nuine Effects of it. 
FVP all the graces that adorn a 
+ Chriſtian, I think, Love is one 
far more excellent than all others; 
infuſed into the ſoul by the ſpirit of 


God, and the moſt amiable and ex- 


alted principle, by which the im- 
mortal part of man can poſſibly be 
actuated. There is ſomething no- 
ble and diſintereſted in it, as it is 
neareſt allied to God ; for it is ſaid, 


God is love, and he that dwelleth 


in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. - It is an immortal princi- 
ple, and will ſurvive all other graces; 
tor when faith ſhall be turned into 
viſion, and hope into fruition, then 


love will ever live and reign trium- 
phant, and be the ſource and founda- 


tion of all the happineſs and felicity 
of the bleſſed above. And how do 
wWe find it here below, when this 
grace operates? What peace and 
compoſure of mind, what pleaſant 
ſenſations do we not feel, when un- 


der the power and influence of this 


evangelical principle of love ? This 
God-like and refined grace, is made 
the channel through which all ſpi- 
ritual and accepted obedience flows; 
God never took a motive but from 
himſelf, when he fixed his everlaſt- 
ing love upon his people: bat it 
was'entirely the reſult. of his own 
ſovereign good will and pleaſure ; 
therefore it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that not any thing we ever did, or 
can do, will be any means of pro- 
euring us an intereſt in the bleſſings 
of that everlaſting covenant, which 
is ordered in al things and ſure, 
Jn 
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and was ſo, before we had a being: | 


Therefore believers. in Chriſt are to 


act from evangelical motives; their 
ſervices and obedience muſt flow 
from a principle of love and grati- 
tude to God, for all the great things 
he hath done for them : who having 
loved them with an everlaſting love; 
thererefore with loving kindneſs 
hath he drawn them; drawn them 
from a ſtate of nature to a ftate of 


grace, and brought them to the 


knowledge of Himſelf, and his Son 
leſus Chriſt; whom to know is life 
eternal, ie 4 OT 0k 
There is a great deal of difference 
between God's love and ours. His 
is iafinite, ours 1s finite; his is im- 
mutable, ours is changing; we may 
love a perſon one day and change 
our opinion of him the next; By 
ſome miſunderſtanding; or his prov- 
ing treacherous to us; but this carl 
never be the caſe with God; for he 
well knew what miſunderſtanding 
would take place between him and 
his people, and laid his plan accord- 
ingly; providing and appointing 
Chriſt Jeſas to be the one Mediator 
between God and Man; who isjuſt- 
ly ftiled the healer of breaches, and 
the reſtorer of paths to dwell in- 
God knew his people would * 
very treacherouſly with him, an 

they were called tranſgreſſors from 
the womb. But who1s a God like 
unto him that pardoneth iniquity, 
and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſions of 
the remnant of his heritage? Saying, 
« I am the Lord, I change not, 
ce therefore ye Sons of Jacob ate 
© not conſumed.” TI think the e- 
verlaſting and unchangeable love of 
God to his people, is highly con- 
ſilent, and beautifully harmonizes 
with his infinite nature and perfec= 


tions. For how reaſonable is it to 


ſappoſe that what a perfect God 
doth, he ſhowld do for ever? That 
nothing ſhould be added to it, nor 

| | any 
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any thing taken from it; but that 
bis councils ſhould ſtand for ever, 
and the thoughts of his heart to all 
generations. 5 
Thus have I given a true, though 
faint ſketch, of God's love to his 
people, and the genuine effects of 
it. It this then be our ineſtimable 
bleſſing and privilege, to be ſaved 


of the Lord withan everlaſting ſalva- 


tion, and to have taſted that the 
Lord is gracious; what more pow- 
erful motives can there poſſibly be, 
to engage our hearts to- love God, 
who has ſo loved us, and to mani- 
felt our love to him by keeping his 
commandments, and doing thoſe 
things that are well pleaſing in his 
fight? Love is no inactive prin- 
eiple, for in whomſoever it operates, 

the genuine fruits and effects of it 
will certainly appear. For inſtance, 

if we heartily love the precious 

truths of the goſpel, and ardently 

deſire, and long to ſee the proſperi- 

ty of Zion, certainly we ſhall uſe 

all the means God hath put in 

our power to bring abeut ſo deſir- 

able a blefling. Again, the genu- 

ine eſſects of our love to God, will 

be manifeſt in acts of kindneſs and 

benevolence to his people ; for we 

are told that he who loveth God, 
loveth his brother alſo; he that hath 
this world's goods, and ſeeth his 

brother hath need, and ſhutteth up 
his bowels of compaſſion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in 

him? So chat whenever this amia- 
ble grace of love prevails in any of, 
the godly, if they have it in their 
power, they certainly will be com- 
municating to the neceſſities of the 
Saints, and will be given to hoſpi- 
tality. When this God-like and 
refined principle, of love 1s lively in 
us, and we under its conſtraining 
power and influence, how are we 
then ſtirred up ro make our way 
throug' many impediments, and to 
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be the conſequence of it. 


ſurmount many difficulties in order 
to gratify this reſtleſs and noble paſ- 
ſion of our ſouls? But when any 
are called upon to exert themfelves 
in favour of Sion, and the good of 
preciousſouls,if this grace of love be 
not in exerciſe, they will, *tis likely, 
be ready to cry out,“ there is a 
lion in the way,” or there is this, 
or that inconvenience that may a- 
riſe from it; and fo with one accord 
begin to make excuſe. If Chriſt's 
love had been as cold and as lan guid 
to his church and people, as theirs 
is to him, and his poor members, 
he never would have left the real ms 
of bliſs and glory, to veil himſelf in 
our fleſh, when he knew what would 
He ſaw 
the waters of affliction, and trouble 
he was to paſs through, and the 
floods of God's wrath that was to 
flow in upon him, and as it were 
overwhelm his righteous ſoul ; yet 
many waters could not quench his 
love, neither could the floods drown 
it; but he ſaid, I have a bap- 


«© tiſm to be baptiſed with and 


« how am I ſtraitened till it be 
„ accompliſhed.” As if he ſhould 
have ſaid, I have an emerſion 
of ſufferings to paſs through, but 
ſo great is my love to my people, 
and fo ardently do I deſire their ſal- 
vation, that ] long to have it finiſh- 
ed: He knew that he ſhould ſee of 
the travail of his ſoul and be ſatis- 
fied, therefore for ſuch a joy that 
was ſet before him he endured the 
croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and is now 


ſet down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high. This, this is love 


to admiration | it is the wonder of 
angels! which things the angels 


deſire to look into. Should we then, 


who are intereſted in, and claim a 
ſhare in the wonderful myſtery of 
redeeming love and prace, be un- 
concerned ſpectators of the ſame? 


Should not rather ſuch a prodigy of 
| grat 
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grace and love engage our attention, 
and moſt inquiſitive thoughts, ſo as 
to make us deſirous of growing in 

race and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And 
may this great love of Chrift con- 
ſtrain us, not to be living to our- 
ſelves, but unto him who died for 
us. For it is ſaid, Chriſt came to 
redeem us from all iniquity, and to 
purify unto himſelf a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. Andif 
the living in Jeruſalem, be not ac- 
tive for God in their day and gene- 


ration, who can? We expect that 


they are the only proper perſons to 
do good works, from right motives, 
and to right ends ; and they are 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations ro 
be devoting their time and talems 
to promote the honour and glory of 
God, as well as the good both of 
the bodies and fouls of his people. 
But, alas! it is a truth too much to 
be lamented, that we now live in a 
day when iniquity abounds, and the 


love of many, even of the Lord's 


people, 1s waxed very cold. What 
great reaſon then is there for uz to 
be petitioning at the throne of grace, 
that the love of God might be ſhed 
abroad in the hearts of his people, 
and his ſpirit poured down, that a 
revival might take place among all 
his choſen ones ; for then will they 


Tun the ways-of his commandments 


when he ſhall enlarge their hearts. 
But before I conclude, I would juſt 
make one obſervation more, and 
that is, when ever any of the god- 
ly find their hearts affected and 


drawn out in love to Chriſt, from a 


ſenſe of what he is made on to them, 


and has done for them; he has ſig- 
nified that they cannot expreis their 
love to him in ſtronger terms, nor 


in a more pleaſing way and manner, 


than to be mindful of the poor mem- 
bers of his myſtical body. For fo 
great is his love ta them, and o 


tenderly is he affected towards them, 


that he has told us, whatever is done 


to them, he ſhall look upon, and 
acknowledge, as if done to him- 
ſelf; and his poor miniſters and 
faithful diſpenſers of his word and 
ordinances, I think, in a more ſpe- 
cial manner, ſhould be taken notice 
of by us; for we are taught to 
count them worthy of double ho- 
nour; and to be ſure they are called 
to great work, and are engaged in 
a very important office, and muſt at 
times have great conflicts in their 
minds of a ſpiritual nature? ſo that 
if their circumſtances in life be low 

we ought to contribute, as much as 
is in our power, to free them from 


worldly cares, and temporal incon- 


veniences. Therefore to do good, 
and to communicate, forget not; 
for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
pleaſed. | „ 


A Letter on the Lord's Preſence 
with his People in Trouble, 


Dear Sir, 

Doubt not but you _ the 

truth of our Lord's words, In 
« the world ye ſhall have tribula- 
&« tion.” But ſince in him we have 
peace, let us not be much diſtreſſed 
at any trouble. Sin hath brought 
ſorrow, even all thoſe partial deaths, 
both in ſoul and body, which at- 
tend us in life, the death of the bo- 
dy, and the deſert of the ſecond 


death, eternally.—But Jeſus our 


Lord, in love unknowy, hath died 
the death in our room! and we that 
have been enabled through grace to 
believe in him, are for ever deliver- 


ed from all penal death hy him. 


Teſus our life, by his deach, by his. 
dying the accurſed death ot the 
croſs - for us, „ hath delivered us 

«© fram the wrath that is to come,*” 
ſo that the /ecend death ſhall never 
touch us. — And tho" partial deaths 
* of 
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of various kinds attend us, and the 
death of the body muſt ſhortly come 
upon us, yet by the death of Chriſt, 
the whole of the curſe is for ever re- 
moved out of ee, and they do, and 
ſhall work for us, and be made 
bleſſings unto us. Having peace 
with God, and Chrift with us, in 
and through all the trials of life, 
and in the ſorrows of death, we are, 


and ſhall be, fafe and happy, in our 


every ſtep through grief and miſery ; 
and by theſe, as God's appointed 
way, we are now paſſing from feli- 
city to felicity, and ſhall ſhortly 
paſs thereby into ineffable joy and 
Eternal glory. 925 , 

When God's people of old were 
<< to paſs through Jordan, the Ark 
% of the Covenant of the Lord, with 
<< the Prieſts bearing it, went be- 
fore them, to divide the overflow- 
ing waters for them, and give them 
%a fafe and joyfv! paſſage as on 
e dry land through them.” This 
was a type of Caiilt in his prieſtly 
office, with whom God's coyenant 
wes made, and is fulfilled ; of his 
going before his people now, into 
trouble, to divide the overflowing 
waters of affliction for them, and to 
give them a ſafe and joyful paſſage, 
as cn dry land, through them. — 
And « jn the midſt of Jordan the 
«& Prieſts feet ſtood firm, until all 
Isa were clean paſſed over.” 
And ſo wonderfully did the Lord 
work for them then, that be com- 
4 manced twelve men, according to 
< the number of the twelve tribes 
«: of the childien of J/-ae/, to rake 
+ from the midſt of Jordan every 


of that falvatiun unto ages to come. 
This, dear Sir, was to prefigure 


the Lord's preſence with his people 
now, and to the ea? of time, in all 
their Toubes of lite, and eſpecially 


ih the overflowing watefs of death; 


| wor the waters of aiction then over- 


may a ſonue, to be a memonal,” 
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flow all their former banks, ag 
« Tordan overflowed all his banks 
« in the time of harve/?.” For as 
literal Canaan was typical of the 


ſpiritual and etetnal privileges of the 
Lord's ſpiritual 7/rael, of their time- 


bleſſings, and eternal glories ; fo 
Jordan, between literal Vrael and 
Canaan, was typical of thoſe great 
troubles of life, and the overflowing 
waters of death, through which az 
muſt paſs to 7zherit the promiſes, But 
when the troubles of life are great- 
eſt, deliverance is neareſt: And 
when the ſorrows of death, overflow 
our natural life, then inſtantly the 
Lord's choſen, redeemed, and called 
people enter into eternal life. For 

the time of life's greateſt troubles, 
and of death's overflowing waters, 
is a time of Harweſt to the Saints, 
wherein they reap the fruit of all 


God's promiſes given them, and 


the fruit of all their tried graces, and 
fervent prayers, ſent up to him.— 
When Jordan overflowed all his 
banks, then the Prieſts bare the Ark 
before Iſrael, to divide the waters 
for them ; to ſhew that the Lord 
will go before his people in life's 
greateſt troubles, and in death's o- 
verflowing fireams, to vide theſe 
mighty waters for them, and to give 
them a ſafe and joyful paſſage, as 
on dry land, through them, —The 
Prieſts feet food firm in the midſt of 
Fordan, until all Lirael were clean 
paſſed over; to teach as, that the 
Lord will ſtand firm in the midſt of 
our troubles, in che greateſt of our 
difficulties, to ſecure us from all 
danger, until all his people are clean 
paſſed over, from every diſtreſs, in- 
to the promiſed land of peece 2:1 
reſt. And as the Lord commanded 
twelve men, one of each of the 
twelye ttibes of al to take up e- 
very man a fone, out of the midit of 


Jordan, as a memorial of his woder- 


ful appearance for //racl at that time; 
£6 *4 ; 33 ne, « Laces 
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by this we are taught, that the Lord 


yall ſo marvelloulſly. pre/erwe his peo- 
ple, in their greateſt dangers, dif- 
fculties, and troubles of life, and 
eminently, in the overflowing wa- 
ters of death, and ſo wonderſully 
work deliverance. for them, out 
of all diftreſs; as to give occaſion 
thereby, to all of them generally, 
ind to every one of them particular- 
ly, to take up thence, even from the 
very deepeſt of their diſtreſs, a ne- 
mortal of bis loving kindneſs; to ſet 
up his praiſe in the celeſtial land of 
promiſe, that land of perfect joy, 
and eternal bliſs ! 

What encouragement have we 
then, dear Sir, to go cheerfully on, 


through all the troubles of life, and 


the ſorrows of death, which we may 


bo called to ange in our paſſage. 


from carth to Heaven: Since the 
Lord our God goeth before us, and 
will divide the Waters for us; his 
preſence ſnnall be with us, and his 
wonder-working arm made bare for 

our deliverance, unto his eternal 
glory, and our everlaſting ) joy! that 
© the peace of God, which paſſeth 


Hall underſtanding, may keep your 


de heart and mind through Chriſt 
« Jeſus,” 1s. the fincere defire of, 
dear Sir, 


Yours, &C. 


A 3 on the Joy prepared 
for Zian's Mourners. b 


mh Ser, 

Find that vag are a mourner n 

Zion ; that you mourn for your 
own degeneracy, and for this eſpe- 
cially, thar von can mourn 2 more 
for vour heart-1n: iquniry, aud>for that 
degree of f carnal cate, Whica you too 
often fend in your Lord's abſence. 


Ang likewiſe, that jou mourn for 


that awfal degeneracy which is os 
iy ſeen and felt, in and by the Lord 
Verle Lever all 1. 


But in the midſt of ſorrow, this 
may rejoice your heart, that your. 
dear Lord Jejus i 1800 anointed of God 

* to comtort all that mourn; to 
hs appoint unto them that mourn 
in Zion, to give them beauty for, 
** aſhes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
© ing, the garment of praiſe for 
** the ſpirit of heavineſs, that the 
„may be called trees of Foy MG 


4 nels, the planting of the Lord, 


&« that he may be slorified.” You: 
ſhall not always wear your mourn- 
ing weeds; it is the will of God 
your Father, that you ſhould, be. 
comforted, that you ſhould be a- 
nointed with the oil of joy, and clad, 
with the garments of praiſe : : that 
ſo you may be called a tree of righ- 
teouſneſs, abundant in fruit, and ap- 
pear by your fruitiulneſs in every. 
grace, to be. the planting of the, 
Lord, of the great Jehovah aer 
ciful LY gracious, that he may be 
glorified. The glory of God, my 
dear Brother, and your joy, by eter- 
nal love, infinite wiſdom, pow er, 
truth and faithfulneſs, are inſepara- 
bly connected together. God your 
Father hath immutably reſolved to 
dilplay his own glory in your felici- 


ty, both here and hereafter. And 


that glory ſhall be aſcribed unto 
him, for all his abundant grace, moſt 
freely and, richly belowed on yon, 
and upon all bis ezwz. And if God's 
glory 1s to rife in your ritiag felicity, 
and in the Joy hs glory of wh ole 
Zion, he will ice toit, "that your heart 
ſhall be made exceeding glad, and, 
that among ali the vaſt number of 
Zic' 3 ca! {dren there hall not be a 
mourner left; that there ſhall be 
no caviz of mourning remain, but 
matt. F ot great rejoicing zixea un- 
to every one, and unto all of them 
particularly and jointly: and to 
theſe great ends of grace, he bath 
anointed his own Son, whote Pane. 
is a, nanuel, C ity nd, Wi jan 
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immeaſurable fulneſs of the ſpirit of 
grace, to be communicated to us, 


unto our preſent and eternal bliſs. 
Chriſt is become the Lord Treaſurer 
of his Father's grace, and out of his 
treaſury-fulneſs we ſhall receive ac- 
cording to his own infinite grace 
and faithfulneſs, and the infinite 
grace and faithfulneſs of the Holy 
Ghoſt, a rich ſupply ro our time- 
joy and eternal glory, 
Let ſpiritual rejoicing then be ſweet- 
P4 mixed with your bitter mourning ; 
or though ** weeping may endure 
f come in the 
* morning.” The Lord's frowns in 


| his fatherly anger towards his chil- 


dren, for fin, endure, how long? For 
a moment / the ſhorteſt diviſion of time 
that can be; but in his favour 
“there is life!” the life of our 
time- joys and eternal glories ; the 
life of renewed joy here, and the 
life of perfect joy in glory, of 
an endleſs perpetuity hereafter. 
c Fora ſmall moment, a little lit- 
“% tle moment, an inconſiderable 
«6 ſpace, as the twinkling eye, he 


„ hides his face from us, and as 


* to his ſenſible comforting pre- 
« ſence, for/2kes us: But (O glori- 
% ous but) with everlaſting kind- 
« neſs will he have mercy upon us.“ 
And this is the great avord of the 
Locd, of Jehovah, our three-one 
God, as our Neaeemer from all fin 
and miſery, and unto all purity, joy 
and glory. — Here then, in this 
great promiſe of God, and in that 

reat God who is the promiſer, let 
our faith reit, till fight ſhall take 
faitn's place: for from hence we 


ſhall be thortly, increafngly, per- 


ſe ly and eternally bleſſed! the 
word is gone out of his mouth in 
im nutable grace, in infinite faith- 


folneſs; and he will not, cannot, 


reverſe it. He is not a man, 


ce that he ſhould he, nor the fon of 


* maa that he ſhoald repent, Hea- 
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„ven and earth ſhall paſs away, but 
not a jot or tittle of Jehovah's word 
fall ever fail.“ 

And it is worth our notice, that 
that kindneſs, from whence this 
great promiſe ſhall be fulfilled in his 
great grace and faithfulneſs, is ever- 
laſting kindneſs ! it looks out upon 
us, one while in ſmiles, and we are 
hleſt with a glance of its native 
glory, to ourexceeding joy. Anon 
it hides its face, and ſuſpends its in- 
fluence, which ſinks us into ſorrow; 
and yet is the ſame everlaſting kind - 
neſs in both; ſmiling and hiding 
love is the ſame everlaſting love ſtill; 
that like the ſun keeps its conſtant 


courſe, and as a giant rejoiceth to 


run its race, whether it ſhines or is 
clouded; to anſwer all the various 


ends of infinite wiſdom and grace 


towards us, as it ſhall be moſt for 
Jehovah's preſent and eternal praiſe, 
and for our preſent and eternal bliſs. 


Oh for faith to truſt in the Lord, 


“ and ſtay upon him as our own 
4 God, when we walk in darkneſs 
c and have no light!” Then to 
believe that the darkneſs which co- 
vers us, 1s fruit of everlaſting kind- 
neſs, to prepare us more fully for 
the brighter diſplay. of its unveiled 
glory ; and for it, in faith, to wait 
patiently, and earneſtly, * The 
e grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
« be with your ſpirit.“ Dear Sir, 
I am, &c. 


A Letter on the ſuperlative Gain 
of the. Service of Chriſt, 
Honoured and dear Sir, | 


Am perſuaded that you find, in 
1 this preſent world, the mer- 
© chandize of wiſdom is better than 
« filver, and the gain thereof than 


© fine gold.” Chriſt is ſo great, 
that he makes every thing, even to 
the very leaſt, done for him, a great 


ſervice in his eſteem. Chriſt 1s ſo 
ſweet 
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ac > 


% BOS. I a 
ON 455 


ſweet, that he makes every work, 


rformed for him, as it relates to 
im, cnn to every 
ſoul that loves him. His work, in 


every part of it is a rich reward ; 


« In keeping his commandments, 


« there is great reward.“ So that a 
little ſervice done for the Lord of 
glory here, is better, in itſelf, as it 
regards his honour; and as it re- 
ſpects out preſent pleaſure, and that 
eternal pleaſure which we ſhall have 
in it, by reflection upon it, ineffa- 
bly better than choice filver ! But 
oh! in its eternal glory-fruit, when 


the Prince of grace ſhall come in all 
| his ſplendor, to reward his ſervants 


according to their works, with 
crowns and thrones for ever and e- 
ver: how much better will wiſ- 
dom's merchandize appear than 
choice ſilver ! and its ineffable gain, 
than much gold, though the moſt 


fine! Silver and gold are corrup- 


tible things in themſelves, and their 
excellent uſe will ſoon be over; 


but grace and glory are durable 


riches, incorruptible treaſure, and 
the unſpeakable gain of theſe, in our 
great Lord's ſervice, will endare, in 


| their ſuper-excellent nature and ufe, 
| unto time's and eternity's ever !— 


Rich towards God, and rich in kim; 


rich indeed is that man beyond ex- 


preſſion, beyond conception! It 


will take a boundleſs eternity to 


count up that man's vaſt treaſures, 


and never, never, by finite beings, 


can they be ſearched to the bottom, 
decauſe of their proper immenſity in 


him, Who dwells in his own eterni- 


ty, and vaſt infinity. 
How © bleſſed then is that man 


„ whoſe God is the Lord !” how 


bleſſed are his ſervants!“ his ſervants 
'* ſhall eat when others are hungry, 
„ his ſervants ſhall drink when o- 
'* thers are thirſty, his ſervants ſhall 
'* ſing for joy of heart, when all the 


" laves of ſin and ſatan ſhall how 
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« for vexation of ſpirit.” With 
the greateſt reſpect, dear Sir, 
Ro: ; I am, &e. 


To a Friend in Affliction. 
My dear Friend, 


| OUR affecting letter came ſafe 

to hand; on reading of which; 
I think, I can ſay, that in my meas 
ſure I ſuſtained part of your pain; 
at leaſt I was pained in concert witH 
you. You ſay, you would glad- 
ly know the particular fin, which 
„ hath involved you in theſe over- 
© whelming ſorrows; for the Lord 
«© would not leave you thus dif- 
te trefled and comfortleſs where it 
«« not for your ſin.” To which £ 
would anſwer, that nothing can be 
more cettain, than that there would 
be no affliction of any kind whatever 
among men, had deſtructive ſin no 
being in the world; but this mon- 
ſter hath produced a numerous train 
of corroding evils, which alternate 
ly hold dominion over us in this in- 
firm ſtate; yet it doth not from 
hence follow, that becauſe ſin is the 
general ca uſe of effliction, ſo every 
particular ſorrow muſt be' occaſioned 
by ſome particular fin. I well re- 
member, that when Satan obtained 
licence to afflict righteous Job, je- 
hovah giveth a character of that 
good man, chap. i. 8. which fuf- 
ficiently ſheweth that the dreadful! 
ſeries of grief which he paſſed thro”; 
was not occafioned by any partict- 
lar ſin or fins; for we read in ver. 
5. Thus did Job . continually. If 
you pleaſe to confider the afftitior 


of young Jofeph; of whoſe holineſs 


there is no room left for doubt, you 
will find that he began to be afflit- 
ed from his youth up. His afflie- 
tions, as bitter grapes did grow in 
pendent cluſters, upon the pride, 
and envy of his brethren 5 not up- 
on his own perfonal tranſgreſſions. 

| - Joſeph 
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An was not ſent into Egypt; 
old as a ſlave to Potiphar ; tempt- 


ed by his luſtful miſtreſs, and then 
to feed her revenge, becauſe of her 


ſlighted charms, caſt into priſon, 


and bound in fetters of iron, as a 


Ty <p for any particular fin of 


is. God was with him, whether he 
was in the Prince's houſe, or in the 
deteftable dungeon. But this great 


end was to bring about Jehovah's 
grand purpoſes of good to the cho - 


Jen feed, in preſerving them alive in 
the time of that terrible famine; 
wh ch was to follow. If I could 
believe, that every affliction is the 
zuſt puniſhment of ſome particular 
fn, I ſhould, in like manner; con- 
clude that the greateſt ſufferer muſt 
needs be the greateſt ſinner. And 
does notmy Friend, with one glance 
of his eye, ſee how ill this conclu ſi- 
on would comport with that preci- 
po text, Heb. xii. 6. Whom the 

rd .loveth he chaſteneth, and 


ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiv- 
eth. See the afflictions which our 


reat anceſtors in the church did un- 
dergo, Heb. xi. 35 to 38. and hear 
what Paul ſays of their holineſs, ver. 
38. Of whom the world was not 
worthy. Tell me, my Friend, do 
you think it reaſonable to ſappoſe; 


that thoſe men endured the like af- 


flictions merely as a puniſhment for 
their ſins. Is it not evident that 
od meant great good to us, upon 
whom the latter days have come, by 
the afflictions and patience of re- 
corded worthies? By the indulging 
of that notion, I am afraid, that as 
it tendeth greatly to harraſs our af- 
iced mind; ſhould the Lord be 
pleaſed to remove his hand; which 
refſech you ſore at | preſent, the 
ame notion would tend to ſhut up 


our bowels of compaſſion ag ainſt 


Athers, in the like circumſtances. 
hen you ſee or hear of any of 
Pour fellow creatures in great diſ- 


treſs, what more ebay can be. 
cur to your mind, than that the 
perſon hath brought that diſtreſs up- 
on himſelf, and i am perſuded; that 
nothing hath a more direct tenden 

to ſhut up our bowels of compaſſion 


againſt the afflicted, than that con- 


ſideration. I am far from blaming 
you, my dear Friend, for being jea- 
lous of your own conduct, or for 
trying it to the utmoſt, this js 5 


Chriſtian part, which would to God 


were more in practice; but I would 
faih perſuade you, that it is poſſi: 
ble; for a perſon to be grievoully 
affli ed, at the ſame time, when his 
conſcience is clear from the guilt of 
any known ſin; and that, perhaps, 
there may be real felt-puilt, when 
there is no - affliction follows, re- 
marſe of conſcience alone excepted, 
What would I willingly prove to 
my friend by this ? But, that God 
is Sovereign in the diſpenſations of 
his grace; he is likewiſe fovereigh in 
the diſpenſing of afflictions; tho 
ſovereign as he is (and all ſhall one 
day own it) he never aflifteth hi 
people by divine withdrawings, bodt- 
ly afflictions, croſs diſpenſations of 
Providence, or giving Satan libert) 
to tempt them; without propoſing 
ſome valuable ends in their favour, 
He caſt Jonah into the depths of the 
ſea; not with deſign to drown him; 
but to waſh of that ſtubborneſ⸗ 
of temper which deformed this Pro- 
phet. And what did Jonah loſe by 
his remarkable affliction? You well 
know, that thereby he was made 
one of the moſt remarkable types of 


the adorable Jeſus, of any we read 


of. He caſt the three children into 
the fiery furnace, but he fiever in- 
tended to burn them; the ſinell of 
fire was not found on their garments 
Joſeph he providentially threw in- 
to priſon, though not with defigh 
to let him rot there, (as many mo- 
dern children of cruelty, would 

gladlf 
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gladly do their poor debtors, did 
not the laws happily provide better 
things for them] but with deſign to 
raiſe him next to the throne of E- 
rypt, So tender are his ways to- 
wards his feeble flock, that we taſte 
not affliction, but as it is a prepa- 
rative to future good. By afflictions, 


the Lord, the ſpirit, is pleaſe? to teach 


us, the knowledge of our finfulnels, 
and that fin lieth in the depths of the 
heart; our weakneſs to do any 
thing towards our own deliverance, 
and by this means he ' draweth all 
our truſt to bimſelf; our fooliſhneſs, 


as we look naturally upon afflicti- 


ons, as Sampſon looked upon the 


lion to be eaters and deſtroyers of 


all eur good and comfort; dut, 
through afflictions, we are taught 
to ſee, that out of the eater may be 
brought forth meat, and out of the 


ſtrongeſt evil God can bring forth 


much ſweetneſs. Our gracious God 
may give unto us a thorn in the 
feſh (ſome lingring diſorder) to keep 
us in the way of humble holineſs : 
Paul's thorn did him much good after 
bis extraordinary raptures. The 
knowledge of God is beſt attained in 
theſchool of ſorrow. David learned 
many good leſſons in this ſchool. It 
was here Manaſſeth firſt learned to 
know. the Lord to be God. If we 
have no afflictions, we loſe many 

recidus opportunities of ſeeing the 
dh 1 work-of a well ardering God, 
which. the. afflicted do enjoy. I 
have ſometimes been Ky recon- 
ciled to afflictions, not for any thing 
that ever I ſaw beautiful in them, 
no, believe. me, I never faw any 


thing in them, but what was utter- 


terly grievous :. yet for what I have 


ſeen of the goodneſs and wiſdom of 
God in them, I have often thought, 


that I have learned more of my Re- 


deemer, in affliction, than by all the 
ſermons Lever heard in my life, I fay- 


not this from any diſlike I have to 
the preached word, God forbid ! for 
I know it to be the power of Gud 
to my ſalvation. By afflictions the 
Lord weaneth-us. from the creatures 
ſordid breaſt, where we are apt to 
hang, whilſt we can extract any 
ſweetneſs ;: therefore the Lord im- 
bittereth the world to us by the 
wormwoed and gall of afflictions; 
and then our teeth being fet on edge 
with the things of the world, we 
begin to think ſeriouily of thoſe 

which are eternal: 'tis here like- 
wiſe we are inſtructed in obedience, 

Good David that worthy King and 

Prophet, went aſtray before he was 
brought to this ſchool of diſcipline; 
but, when he was afflicted, he learn- 
ed to keep the law of his God. By 
afflictions, God is going to bring 

death, or at leaſt a conſumptian,, 
which will end in death, upon ſume 
luſt, perhaps lodging in the breaſt 
of my friend. Both you and I have 
known this, that our prayers are, 
at leaſt one half, more keen and 
fervent when we are wading" the 
depths, or when the heavy hand of 
God doth preſs us low, than at a- 
nother time: now I Iook upon this 
to be one great end in our afflicti- 
ons, the Lord loves to hear our 
voice in prayer, and to behold our 
ſuppliant countenance at his throne; 
and ſo backward are we to this, that 
we ſeldom are fond of the gracioug 
throne, unleſs we are driven to it. 
Now here is love to admiration, 
that God, who is infinitely high and 
holy, ſhould drive us to his throne, 
with the rod in his hand, and, at 
the ſame time, bend his ear to our 
every cry. | 


Tam, dear Sir, yours, &. 
J. M. 


9 

An Anjwer to the Query and Letter, 
inſerted in the Spiritual Magazine, 
Number XVIII Page 45. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


8 you gave your friend leave, 


to whom you wrote, to 
© tranſmit what was written in your 
« query and leiter, to the Authors 
of the Spiritual Magazine, to de- 


1 fire the ſentiments of two or three 
« of them that are ſpiritual, con- 


« cerning ſuch a perſon, as deſcrib- 
« ed therein, and what they have 
{© to propoſe to his conſideration.” 

ermit me, though the leaſt and laſt 
in your Father's houſe, to attempt 
ſomewhat by way of anſwer to your 
defire. And firſt, I begin with the 


Query, viz. | 
What advice can be given to a 


perſon that is grievouſly diſtreſſed 


with fears, doubts, and unbelief ?— 
To this I reply : 

My 
perſon ſhould inſtantly attempt his 
duty, to believe on Chriſt afreſh, 
juſt as he did at firſt When he can- 


not come to Chriſt as a believer, let 


him come, as being in himſelf, an 
every way helpleſs and miſerable 
ſinner; and let him do this inftant)y 
and repeatedly, as ſoon, and as often, 
as he is attacked with fear from his 
fe't and future-dreaded miſery. No- 
thing like a freſh act of faith, to baf- 
fle Satan's temptation, and the ſug- 
geſtions of his own unbelievingheart, 
chat he is yet in a ſtate of uubelief. 
If the grand enemy of ſouls, can but 
get believers to reaſon the point 
with him, whether they have believ- 
ed, ot not, from paſt experiences in a 
time of vailed evidences, of from 
preſent experience, at a time of ſuſ- 
pended influence: He knows 
he ſnhall lead them at once into 


an endleſs maze of fore perplex- 


ity, to God's diſhonour, and io the 
wounding of their ſouls exceeding- 


lion. 


advice is this : That ſuch a 
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ly. Let ſuch a perſon then attend 
the Saviour's voice, look unto me, 
* and be ye ſaved, all ye ends ofthe 
* earth : for I am God, and there 
« 1s none elſe Here ſuch 2 
perſon may ſee that the words di- 
vide themſelves naturally into two 
branches, the firſt reſpects duty, 
locking, the ſecond privilege, /alva- 
And the command is given to 
ſinners, at the greateſt apprehended 
diſtance from God, by tin, at the 
very ent of the earth. Let ſuch a 
perſon then, as a ſfin-wounded ſoul, 
an apprehended law- condemned ſin- 
ner, a Satan-accuſed, and a con- 
ſcience condemned finner too, in- 
ſtantly caſt up his eye to that great 
Saviour who is exalted on high, to 
ſave to the uttermoſt every poor ſoul 
that looks unto him for the whole 
of his ſalvation. For as Mofes lift - 
ed up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
ſo once was the Son of Man lifted 
up on the croſs; and now is the Son 
nf Man, as the great ordinance of 
God, for a finner's ſalvation, lifted 
up to his Father's throne, and in the 
glorious goſpel, .to be looked unto 
by a periſhing ſinner for his eternal 
life, as the ſtung [/rae/zie was to 
look for healing, by God's appoint- 
ment, to the brazen ſerpent; and 
having looked, let ſuch a perſon in- 
ſtantly attempt his further duty, to 
believe that he ſhall be /aved in 
looking, Let him credit the word 
of truth, the royal grant of the 


Prince of grace, from his high throne 


of his everlaſting ſalvation, in his 
looking unto him ; for lo, he ſays, 
unto all, and unto every one of them, 


ge ye ſaved.” The word is gene 
out of his mouth in faithfuldeſs, in 


immutable, omnipotent grace, and 
he will not, cannot, reverſe it: He 
is God and cannot lie nor repent. 


Once hath he ſpoken, and it ſtands 


faſt for ever. His unchanging word; 
of all-producing grace and glory, 
ſands 


— 
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ſt ands engaged for that ſoul's ſalva- 
tion eternally. And thus, he him- 
ſelf, who is the Faithful and true. auit- 
zeſs, tells us, that the inſeparable 
conſequent of his being looked un- 
to, as lifted up, is alvation; that 
whoſever believeth in him (i. e. Io. 
unto him to anſwer the type) ſnould 
not periſh, but Have everlaſting 
life.“. Now let ſuch a perſon con- 
fider, whether this ſolemn declara- 
tion, of the great Saviour, is not 
worthy to be credited by him, inſtant- 
ly, and conſtantly for God's glory, 
and his own joy? Whoever, or 
whatever, from within, or without 
him, ſays to the contrary can hedoubt 
it, if it is but for one moment, with. 
out grievous fin, without making 
the God of truth a har # he muſt, 


even in this, either ſet to his ſeal, 


* that God is true, or give his truth 


the lie! Again, let ſuch a perſon 


obſerve, that his looking unto Chriſt 
for ſalvation, in obedience to the 
divine command, 1s faith's fir/f and 


direct act, unto which the promiſe 


of life, in the ſacred word, is annex- 
ed. And his perſuaſion of ſalvation 


is an after and »eflex act of faith, that 


is, and ought to be, founded upon 
the promiſe given to him, as a be- 


liever in Jeſus ; the former reſpects 


his eternal ſecurity, the latter God's 
glory and his more abundant joy. 
If he has now put forth the direct 
act, he is, and ever ſhall be, in God's 
account, and according to his writ- 
ten word, a true believer ; and tho? 


he may not at preſent make conſei- 


ence of the reflex act, or may be ob- 
ſtructed in the exerciſe of it, by Sa- 


tan and unbelief, this makes no al- 


teration in his Hate as a believer, 
but only robs God of that glory 
which he ought to give to his Savi- 
our, and himſelf of that joy which is 
his ſoul's defire, in a full perſuaſion 
of God's everlaſting favour, Hav- 
ing been fo prolix in my anſwer to 


M 2 


the query, I need ſay the leſs to the 


letter, but = 
Dear Sir, Take a few hints, 


and you tell us, That you fill. 


« dread yourſelf to be an unbe- 
« liever.“ As to z/zs, if J under- 
ſtand you right, you take believing 
in Chriſt, through the main of your 
letter, to be a believing vour - 
ret, in the Saviour, unto joy in his 
infinite favour. This is anſwered 
above, as being that which do not 
conſtitute your /tate, as a believer; 
it is the aired act of faith, in look- 


ing, coming, fleeing, &c. unto the 


Saviour, that puts a ſpecific diffe- 
rence between you, and all the un- 


| believers in the world. Indeed, Sir, 


in this cloſing part of your ſentence, 
you preface it with your being 
tempted to doubt of thoſe ſeveral 


articles of faith: You do well, 
when thus aſſaulted, to endeavour 


to conclude. that they are darts from 
Satan; but as to their “ not being 


the diſpoſition of your mind, you. 


muſt dilt'nguiſh between your zew 
and your c mind. Darts from Sa- 


tan, they are molt certainly, to 


wound your new mind, and to ex- 
cite in your old, its. native infidelity, 
For in you, though a believer, there 
dwells and works unbeitef ; and Sa- 
tan's temptations, to diſhelieve the 
doctrines of faith, as well as our acts 
of faith, may more or leſs draw out 
the forces of our unbelief with re- 
ſpect to. both And what Satan ſug- 
geſts, is the diſpotition of your own 


mind, ſo far as it is unbeheving 


but this remaining unbelicf, ought 
not in any wile to make you doubt 
of your having the grace of faith in 


your heart; for if you had not faith 
in thoſe doctrines, your temptations 


to doubt them would be to you no 
affliction. It is your new mind, or 
your ſoul, fo t.u as reuewed by grace, 
and bleſt with the grace oi faith, 
that is giieved and diſtreſted with 
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temptations to, and the work- 


ings of, unbelief. Again, Sir, you 


fay, I cannot view Jeſus Chriſt 


« in that lovlineſs, excellency, and 
1c preheminence, as I find him ſet 
« forth in the word of truth. I can- 
« not find ſufficient ability in my 
« ſoul to believe in him, wholly, 
“ entirely, and unfeignedly, and 
& how can [I believe in him without 


7% a right view of him? Let me 


ask you, have there been 20 moments 
in which you have viewed Chrift, 
in that lovlineſs, excellency, and 
preheminence, in which he is ſet 
forth in the word of truth? If you 
have ever fcen his glory, when pre- 


ſented to your eye of faith by the 


Holy Ghoſt in the word of truth, 
how did yon eſteem of him then? 
Did he not then appear, in your 
view, to be tranſcendently excellent! 
a Saviour none like unto him! if he 
did, this was faith, in your ander- 

anding, diſcerning, or /teing of the 
2 Sa how di e & tan 
your awi/ ? Did not your will bow 
to, and chooſe the Saviour beheld 


as, and to be, your Saviour? If it 


did, this was faith in your abi; and 
hence did not your affections go out 
after him? Was not he, a/togerher 
lovely, or all defires,” unto you? If 
fo, this was /ath in your affe&ions, 
or that faith which worketh by lave, 
to its all-ſurpaſſing, and altogether 


lovely object! and have there been 


#9 moments, in which the blood of 
Chriſt, in its ftn-cleanfing, and par- 
den, and peace- procuring efficacy, 
has appeared ſufticient to your con- 
Icience ? In which his righteouſneſs, 
as your deſired juſtifying dreſs, has 
appeared all-glorious ? In which his 
fuinels of ſanctifying grace, unto an 
increaſing, and perte& meetneſs for 

ternal glory, appeared to gau, moſt 
precious and ſoul-ſatis factory? If 
there have, this was /airh in your 
cenſcience; and io you have been bleſt 


with a ſpiritual, a fupernaturat' 5% 


lity, to believe in Chriſt wholly, in 


a whole Chriſt, with all the powers 
of your ſout, ſo far as they are re- 


newed. And whether you refer this 
faith, to its direct, or reflex act, it is 
true with reſpe& to both, fo far as 


they are put forth, you believe 1uholly 


in a whole Chriſt, with all the pow- 


ers of your ſoul, ſo far as they are 


ſanctified initially; and yet, with re: 
gard to the unrenewed, unſanctified 
part which ſtill remains in your every 


faculty; you may be faid as truly 


not to believe in Chriſt «vholly, i. e. 


with all the powers of your foul, as 


entire faculties ; as darkneſs in your 
anderſtanding, rebellion in your 
will, earthlineſs in your affe&ion 
and legality in your conſcience ſit] 


remain; but your regenerate part, 


being your /zading principle of action, 
your acts of faith therein, are in e- 
very power of your foul therefrom, 
on and in Chriſt; from hence you 
are denominated, a belzever in him, 
and however unbelief, in your unre- 
generate part, may be permitted to 


work; this doth not in the leaſt in- 


jure 7hat your ftate, You add, Sir, 
Sometimes I can ſet him forth to 
< others, in the words and light of 
« ſcripture; and upon certain times, 
« I myſelf am much delighted with 
c the work; but when I retire into 
« myſelf, and confider the barren- 
«« neſs of my ſoul, my ftrangeneſs 
© to, and alleniation from God, 
« Jeſus Chriſt, &c, 1 conclude that 


40 my good frame and delight ian 


cc preaching proceed from the a- 
e gteeable frame of the people, ra- 


ther than from any, good wrought 


„in me. To this I reply ; That 
your retiring into yourſelf, to con- 


ſider your own barrenn'ſs, &c. ts 


from the weakneſs of your faith in 
its »ef/ex act which ought to be 
ſtrong in, and towards the promiſe, 
given you in Chriſt upon your fuf 


direct 
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dire? act. Abrabam conſidered 
4e not his own body being zend, nor 
ce yet the,deadne/s of Sarah's womb z 
« he ſtaggered not at the promiſe of 
« God through unbelief, ok was 
« frong in faith, giving glory to 
T Goc 1 ee he 
& had promiſed he was able allo to 
« perform.” And it is an excel- 
kncy in Abrabam's children, Abra- 
han- like, to be ſliang in faith, to con- 
and faithfulneſs, and not their own 
barrenneſs. As to your concluſion, 
Sir, «That your delight in preach- 
« ing Chriſt, proceeded rather from 
© the agrecable frame of the people 
4% in hearing,“ I think is H-faund- 
ed. As you afterwards ſay, * At 
« times, when I join with the ſaints 
« in divine wormip, I am pretty 
« confident of an mteref in Chrift,” 
Now, Sir, as I take it, this your 
confidence of intereſtin Cnrift, while 
preaching him to others, is the 
ground of your fupreme delight in 
the work; though from the agree- 
able frame of the people in hearing, 


you may have à lower additional 


pleaſure in your being an inſtru- 
ſtrument to exalt your beloved be- 
fore others, and thereby to win them 
unto fairh in Jeſus, and to buiid up 
thoſe who have believed thro' grace 
on their moſt holy faith; and your 
faith of intereſt in Chriit, which gives 
you a ſupreme delight in the work, 
s a pregnant proof, that God has 
Wrought in you faith's good arid 
having work. Once more, "and I 
mult have done, a5 for want of room 
] cannot go through with an anſwer 
0 your: letter, and you ſay, Sir, 
God will endue me with a mea- 
* ſure of light ia his word, and 
give me ſome delight in the mi- 
hiſtration thereof, for the benefit 


omite, and God's power 
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ee of his people, yet not for any 
love or regard he has to my per- 
4 ſon 5 as a perſon is favourable to 


21 


% a nurſe, while nurſing bis chi- 
3 


«« dren, but when her work is done, 
“he turns her off, as one that is 
“ not of his family.” This, Sir, 
is a temptation, and an affliction 
that is common to you, with others 
of your miniſtering brethren. The 

rand enemy though he cannet de- 
Key the Lord's ſervants eternally; 
by this he ſtrives to deſtroy their joy 


in his ſervice temporally ; he well 


knows that what the Lord's ſervants 


love ſupremely, which is himſeif, 


and his ſpecial favour eternally, they 
cannot bear a thought that they muſt 
part with theſe without pain of ex- 
tremity. No, dear Sir, God has 
adopted you as a believer into his 
family, and from his love to your 
perſon, he calls you to be a ſervant 
to ſome of your dear brethren 3 and 


having put you among the children 
of his infinite favour, you ſhall abide . 
in his family for ever, and poſſe, 


with the reit, his great Self as your 
vaſt and eternal Inheritance! I muſt 
t s on my room, and your pa- 


tience, in giving you a hint as to 


this: If you believe the Saviour's 
c ability, and doubt his will, to ſave 
you eternally,” come and 7ry,. 
come in all your diſcerned polluti- 
on, and mifery, and fall down before 
him and ſay, Lord, if thou wilt 
thou canit make me clean; and 
„ Jeſus, moved with compaſſion, 
« will ſay, I will, be thou clean.“ 
That the God of peace may bruiie 
Satan under your ſeet ſhortly, fo 
prays, "Nev. air, 


Yours, &c. 
. 


Reverend 
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+ Reverend Gentlemen, QU E R v. 


Be pleaſed to inſert the following que- How may a perſon know that 
N, | as ſaon as convenient, and by * he is juſtified, pardoned and accept. 


doing you will oblige, ed with God, and how many ways 
Gentlemen, 25 God takes, according to ſcripture, 
Your conſtant Reader, to give evidence, and comfort of 


Bar way, FP ſuch juſtification, ; ck? 
May 3» 1762. 5 E. K. n N i. 
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To the Eprroxs of the SrIRITVAL Till nature, by repeated ſhocks o'er 


MAGAZZ INR. preſt, 
GENTLEMEN, TEAM Haſtens unto the grave to ſeek for 
The regard with. which you honoured . - | ; 
7% emboldens me to trouble on Some vainly think that bliſs con- 
with the following 3 which, if tt © fiſts in ſtore ; © gp 
azzrits à place in your uſeful Miſcel- They pant for duſt, and. feb. for 
lany, your inſerting it will confer an „CCC 
additional obligation upon 77" _ 0 50 * es they view theit 
| | | {welling bags, | 
[Ie 22 f. en with TE In plenty 4. Go affluence cloth 
n 8 i with rags, : 
- N. P—t. Until the ſprings of life are broke 
The in/ufficiency of creature enjoy- with cares, 
3 3 nod "20: tie nd And all their treaſures left to ſpend- 
low. + | thrift heirs. 
t 
A Poetical ESSAY. 2 r af o _—_ 
W H Y ſhould we fondly place In martial combat, boldly challenge 
our hope of bliſs, f death; | 
On ought that's earthly, ought be- In ſearch of fame, thro? ev'ry dat- 
neath the skies. ger fly, 

*Tis all deluſion ! creatures are bat Reſolv'd to conquer, or reſolvd i 
vain ; „ | 
From them we can no ſolid joy ob- But ah ! the breath that fills tht 

rain, | Do trump of fame, 
On ſenſual pleafures ſome their Expires een while it ſounds tit 
ſtudies bend, - hero's name! | 
On lult, or luxury, their talents And if in triumph he again returl, 
ſpend, | How ſoon the cars exchanged ft 
And whilit engaged in ſuch low pur- an urn! 
fu:ts, * | Honour (if ſparate from public 


Degenerate the man below the brutes; weal} | 


Is like the tranſient ſpark that's 

truck from ſteel ; 

Fond mortals thus ideal bliſs purſue, 

Graſp at falſe honours and neglect 
the true: 

Even the pleaſures which we hope 
to prove 

From generous friendſhip, or from 
virtuous love ; 

Loſs, diſappointments, or denial 


5 ſhews, 
Our higheſt, hopes procure « our deep- 
eſt woes. | 
No more, my ſoul, ſuch fleeting 
Joys purſue, 
es WWE But to the realms above direct thy 
vie); 
75 Tis there alone hat bliſs can be 
compleat, 
on- Where pure deſires with proper o! - 
jects meet; 
fot _ of pleaſures there for ever 
ow, 


vein Free and unmixt from the leaſt 
dregs of woe: 


bd Thither, my foul, on ſwifter wings | 


would move, 
ok To drink full draughts of everlaſting 
love, 
end- Jesus thou doner of the Father” $ 
grate, 
Grant me the quick'ning ſmiles of 
thy dear face, 
n I am a ſojourner be- 
ow, 
Shew me the path in which I coght 
to go. 
Whilſt I am trav'ling thro” this 
wilderneſs, 
My foul with thy ſweet influences 
bleſs. 
Oh! let thy ſpirit guide me all the 
; way, ER 
eft from thy paths my wand'ring 
feet ſhould ſtray ; 
orrect my paſſions, form my heart 
anew, 
ake all within me holy, pure and 
true; | 
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What's wrong amend, what's right 


do thou confirm, 


With ev? ry pious flame my" boſom 


warm ; 


Let neither earthly grief, nor earths. 


ly joy, 


Retard my progreſs to thoſe realms 


on high, 


Onward with gen'rous ardour t 


would preſs, _ 
Until I reach the prize of happineſs3 
Until I am by thy rich grace pre- 
ar'd 
T' enjoy the great, the ' purchaſed 
reward. 
Then ſhall my foul, redeem'd 
from fin and hell, 
The wonders of thy love with rap- 
tue tel; 
With fellow-heirs of glory then by! 
ſin 
jeſus = Prieſt; my Prophet, and 
my King; 
Thro' endleſs years with triumph 
then confeſs 
Thou art my frength, and thou my 


. righteouſneſs. 
Me April 7th, I 76. | 


To the EpiToRrsof the SPIRITUAL 
MAGAZINE. 
. Gentlemen, 


1f you think the fellowing bete; 
eworthy of a place in your wſeful and 


profitable Magazine, by inſerting it; 


vou will very much oblige Jome of 
your friends and conflant readers. 


On Man's Mortality. 


IKE, as the dathaſk roſe you ſee, 
Or like the bloſſom ori the trer 


5 like the dainty flower in May, 


Or like the morning to the day, 


Or like the ſun, or like the ſhade, 


Or like the gourd that Jonas had ; 
E'en ſuch is man, whoſe thread is 
ſpun, 


Drawn out, and cut, and ſo is done: 


The 
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96 
The roſe withers, the bloſſom blaſt- 
The. 2 1 fades, the morning haft- 


The fog. ſts, the hadows flies, 
The gourd conſumes, and man he 


dies. 
be to the graſs chi newly 


ſprang, 

Or like a tale that's new begun, 

Or like the bird that's here to day, 

Or like the pearly dew in May, 

Or like an hour, or like a ſpan, 

Or like the ſinging of a ſwan ; 

E'en ſuch is man, who lives by 
breath, 

Is here, now there, in life and ch : 


The graſs withers, the tale is ended, 


The bird is flown, the dew's * 
cended, 

The hour is ſhort, the ſpan not long, 

The ſwan near death, man's life ts 


done. 


Like, to the bubble i in he brook, 
Or in a glaſs much like a look, 
Or like ſhuttle in weaver's. hand, 
Or like the writing an the ſand, 
Or like a thought, or like a dream, 
Or like the gliding of the fiream ; 
E'en ſuch is man, who lives by 

breath, 

Is here, now there, in life and death: 
The bubble's out, the laok's forgot, 
The ſhuttle flung, the writing blor, 
The thought is paſt, the dream is 


gone, 
* water glides, man's life is done. 


Ty 7 YR s Souenth POT 15 1 and Galthe arti in uf 
next; and ſeveral Anſwers in our Hands, to Query aud Lete 
No. 18. Page 45, ſhall. haet alf the an " ſhewn' to 


Merit, as ſoun ai Paſt. 


— et et nnd 


p TT 


Or like ſwift courſe af waters flow, 


Or like the dealing of a dole, 


The race ſoon run, the, goal bm 
The dole ſoon n man's life ſoon 


| 8 
The ſong is ſhort, the journey 0, 


Like, to an arrow from the bow, 


Or like the time 'twixt flood and ebb, 
Or like the tender ſpider's web, 
Or like a race, or like a goal, 


E'en ſuch is man, whoſe brittle flats, 

Is always ſubject unto fate: 

The arrows ſhot, the flood ſoon ſpent, 

The time no time, the. webb ſaoy 
rent, 


Won, 


done. 


1 to the lighYoing wes the 
sky, 
Or like 8. poſt that quick doth fl, 
Or like a quaver in ſhort ſong, i 
Or like a journey three days long. tt 
Or like the pear, or like the plumb, 
Or like the ſnow when ſummer's 
come ; 
E'en ſuch is. man, who heaps vp 
. ſorrow, 
Lives but to day and dies tomorrow: 
The light'ning's paſt, the poſt muſ 


O, 


A. ch o ND. mo a td on. 


The pear doth rot, the plumb doth 


tall, 
The ſow deſolves, and 0 wi ll 
| Kegworth, | 
April 195 re $41 
Fr, 
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4 Mornings Excurſion into the 
Country, improved. 
LETTER VII. 


To | 


1 80 8 - » 

My Dear Frienp, 

n MORE than three weeks are 
| elapſed, ſince you favoured 
me with your 1mproving company. 
I have often reviewed your laſt va- 
luable letter, which not only reach- 
ed my hand, but, I truſt, made ſome 
impreſſions upon my heart. I might 
inform you what pleaſure all your 
epiſtles give me, and how highly I 
eſteem them; but I am ſenſible you 
defire no ſuch compliments. You 
rather deſire to ſee me affected with 
the ſentiments, and living under 


their influence — While peruſing 


your late deſcription of FaiTH, my 
mind was not a little engaged in 
contemplating that adorable BEING, 
who, to ſpeak in the language of his 
own Spirit, openeth the eyelids of the 
morning, and commandeth the day-ſpring 
to know its place *, © | 


« FAT HER of light and life, (ſaid 
| my tranſported mind) 
—Thou Good Supreme 
O teach me what is good ! teach me 
Thyſelf. 
dave me from folly, vanity, and vice, 
From every low purſuit! and feed 
| my ſoul 
With Fair R, with conſcious peace, 
and virtue pure, 
ſubſtantial, never-fading 
bliſs T | 


While contemplating the match- 
leſs excellencies of this celeſtial 
tel-ſeope, I caſt my eye upon a 
beautiful paſſage in your favourite 
author, a tranſcription of which, 
I perſuade myſelf will be highly 


Sacred; 


N Oo 


27 


pleafing, as a Supplement to what you 
have written upon that very impor- 
tant ſubject. FAT H in the im- 


“ putedrighteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt 
90 


is a fundamental principle; in 
e that invaluable ſyſtem of ſacred 
c and divine philoſophy, — TH 8 
„ GOSPEL. By which the heaven» 
« ly Teacher is continually training 
« up millions of rational and im- 
& mortal creatures, for the true 


. perfection of their nature; for 
« the final fruition of their Gop; 


& or, in other words, for a ſtate of 
«© conſummate happineſs and ever- 
« laſting exaltation.— in this ſchool 
«© may you and I be humble ſtu- 
« dents, and daily proficients ! 


© while others are ambitious of 


« plittering diſtinctions, and ſounds 
« ing titles, may it be our higheſt 
« aim, our preateſt glory; to an- 
« ſwer the charater—of BELIE- 
« vers! by this character the ſu- 


«© preme Lokp diſtinguiſhes his 


« choſen people, and denominates 
«© the heirs of . ſalvation. This 
c character ſtands faireſt in the 
« book of life, and brighteſt in the 
« annals of eternity. This charac- 


C ter, however neglected or diſeſ- 


« teemed among men, will be re- 
ce membered and had in honour; 
c when the pompous names of 
& Stateſman and Generali//izio art 
c known no more.—As faith is of 
« ſuch ſingular and extenſive eſſica- 
«« cy in genuine chriſtianity, me- 
« thinks I would have all our medi- 
& rations zerminate on its glorious 
«© Object, and be calculated to izwi- 


« gorate ſo beneficiala principle; . 


Through the power of FAIT H, 
my dear Friend, we may perform 
the moſt magnanimous and heroic 
acts, overcome the greateſt difficul- 
ties; triumph amidſt a multitude of 


Jab xvi; 124 + Thompſon's Winter. 4 Theron and Aſpaſio, Vol. 3. page 184. 
| 1 
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unſurmountable obſtructions.— By 
this is wrought what would other- 
wiſe be utterly impracticable. This 
makes us unmoved and inflexible, 
notwithſtanding the moſt formida- 
ble oppoſition. Far from ener- 
« vating it will invigorate every 
«© good diſpoſition ; and inſtead of 
« damping, will give life to every. 
«« religious duty, —Cheriſh Faith, 
c and you will of courſe cultivate 
«© Obedience. Water this root, and 
« the branches of univerſal godli- 
« neſs. will aſſuredly partake the 
« beneficial effects; will ſpread 
* their honours, and bring forth 
«« their fruits. — In a word, Sir, 
this is that all attracting magnet, by 
which we are drawn to the heaven- 
ly world. —This is the golden pinion, 
aſſiſted by which, we ſoar aloft, and 
ſcale the etherial regions ;— This is 
that auguſt tube, which preſents us 
witha view of things not ſeen ; aid- 
ed hereby, we explore the heaven of 
heavens, pierce within the vail, and 
enjoy a perſpective of things celeſ- 
tial.—Bat whither am I led in the 
wildneſs of my roving imagination ? 
While thus heedleſs wandering, I 
need my friend at my fide, as an in- 
celligent, faithful monitor, to clap 
his hand upon my breaſt, and chide 
the ſallies of fancy. Willingly I 
obey, Sir, the imaginary admonition, 
and obſerve how highly it becomes 
us to ſtudy indefati gably the inſpir- 
ed volume, the ſublime contents of 
which, are ſo inexpreſſibly impor- 
tant and intereſting.— A genuine and 
vigorous faith, in the bleſſed and a- 
dorable JI Es Us, is one of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing peculiarities inſiſted 
upon, in that noble collection of 
truths. Are our conceptions then 
juſt and explicit reſpecting this mo- 
mentous particular? As the muſt 


* Theron and Aſpacio, vol. iii, page 206. 


efficacious expedient to elucidate 
our underſtandings, permit me to 
recommend ſerious examination, and 
fervent prayer. Search the ſcriptures , 
was the injunction of him, every of 
whoſe words was rich with ſenſe, 
and pregnant with weighty meaning, 
Our bibles are treaſures of ineſti- 
mable value; magazines of ſuper- 


lative excellency ; therein are all the 
ſtores of wiſdom and knowledge || ; 
pearls they are of great price; reſerva- 


tories of the ſublimeſt intelligence, 
The daily contemplation of this di. 
vine bock, will enoble our ideas, 
enlarge our expectations, invigo- 
rate our hopes — in ſhort, there are 
a thouſand bleſſings that will be the 
happy reſult of a conſtant excurſion 
amid thoſe flowery walks, and fra- 
grant blooming bowers, where 


46 Bloſſoms and fruits at once of 
golden hue 
« Appear, with gay, enamell'd 
colours mix'd . 


Here then let us employ our nobleſt 
ſpeculations. Let us ſip ſweetly the 
mellifluous dews exhaling from theſe 
delectable mountains, theſe everlaſt- 
ing hills; and they will be more 
pleaſing to our palates than the 
choiceſt manufactures of the BEE 5, 
we ſhall roll the tranſparent cryſtal 
drops as ſweet morſels under our 
tongues, By conſtant recourſe to 
theſe immenſely rich ines, we ſhall 
eſteem them infinitely more than 
heaps of white and yellow ore ; 
they will be unto us the joy and 
rejoicing of our ſouls. This 1s the 
hive impregnated with ſweets, which 


breathe ſuch a delicious fragrance, ' 


which far excels the powders of the 
merchant ; and all to be poſſeſſed, 
all to be enjoyed without money, 
and without price. What-pity then, 


+ Heb. xi. 1. I John v. 39. Al- 


luding to Col. ii. 3. C Milton, Book 4. $ Theſe thoughts are a continuation of the 


ſubject of the laſt letter. ++ Sol. Songs, iii, 6, 


Sir, 
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Sir, that theſe divinely-inſpired vo- 
lumes ſhould be ſecluded from our 
company, and thrown aſide (as alas! 
they too often are) as uſeleſs lumber! 


Theſe to the heart inſpire 
Vernal delight and joy f. 


And as the Bee never relinquiſhes 
the odorous flower, till he hath ex- 
trated its native perfumes, and then 
departs richly fraught with balmy 
ſpoils ;—with equal, with far greater 
aſſiduity ſhould we probe this fathom- 


leſs abyſs of heavenly truth; then may 
we reaſonably expect that our labours 


will not be in vain.— When I con- 
ſider the tranſcendant excellency of 
the ſacred ſcriptures, I do not won- 
der that a taſte ſo refined, and a judg- 
ment ſo correct as Milion's, ſhould 
diſcern higher attractives, in the vo- 
lume of inſpiration, than in the moſt 
celebrated authors of Greece and 


Rome. 


| c Yet not the more 
4 Ceaſe I to wander where the 
muſes haunt i 
6 Clear fpring, or ſhady prove, 
or ſunny hill, * 
« Smit with the love of ſacred 
ſong, but Chief 
« Thee S1on, and the flowery 
banks beneath, | 
« That waſh thy hallowed feet, 
and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit,” ——— 


What are all the other books in 
the world compared with theſe inva- 
luable volumes? „ Other writings, 


« touches of art, only tinkle on the 
6 ear, or affect us like the ſhepherd?s 


c& reed, Byt theſe, even amidſt all 


ce their noble negligence, /trike 
« alarm —tranſport us — ſomewhat 
C like the voice of thunder, or the 
4 Archangel's trumpet t ?? —Are 


the ſcriptures thus ſuperlatively va- 


luable ? „ like apples of gold in 
«« pictures of filver ||?” Who then 
would not gladly receive that gra- 
cious exhortation ? Let the word 
« of Chriſt dwell in you richly $” 
Who would not willingly obey that 
benign command? © Thou ſhalt 
cc talk of it when thou fitteſt in thine 
« houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
« the way; when thou lieſt down, 
ce and when thou riſeſt up H.“ 


« Retire and read your Bible to 
be gay, | 
« There truths abound of ſove- 
reign aid to peace.” | 
: : YouNG., 


The moſt ſublime, and elaborate 
human compoſitions, in compariſon 


_ of this, are tunefi-@griflers i, and a- 


muſe the fancy with empty fiction; 
the Bible 1s a teacher ſent from God 
and capable of making every en- 
quiring ſoul, wiſe unto /alvation ,. 


What can we defire for our accom- 
modation and delight,” which this 


ſtore-houſe of conveniences does 


not afford? What can we wiſh for 
our edification and improvement, which 


that fund of knowledge does not 
ſupply ? Of this we may truly af- 
firm, that it is profitable unto all things. 


5 
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© though poliſhed with the niceſt The B1BLE is not only the brighteſt 
| | ; orna- 


+ Milton, Book 4. 1 Theron and Aſpaſio, vol. 1. page 32. This quotation reminds 
me of an encomium moſt deſervedly given to the BIBLE; which, though quite artleſs, is, 
I think, abundantly more expreſſive, than the moſt laboured efforts of rhetorick. It 
came from the lips of a Martyr, who, being condemned to die, for his inviolable adherence 
to the doctrines of fcripture; When he arrived at the ſtake, and had compoſed himſelf 
for execution, took his final leave in theſe affecting words: © Farewel ſun and moon! 
* Farewel all the beauties of creation, and comforts of life! Farewel my honoured friends! 
S Farewel my beloved relations! And farewel thou precious, precious book of GOD!”? 


| Prov. xxv, II. $ Col, iii, 16, © Deut. vi. 7. {||| Ludit amabiliter. f 2 Tim. 
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ornament, but the moſt invaluable 
depoſitum. On a right, a practical 
knowledge of theſe liwely oracles, de- 
pends the preſent comfort, and the 
endleſs felicity of mankiad. What- 
ever, therefore, in ſtudy or conyer- 
ſation, has, no connection with 
their divine contents, may be reck- 


oned among the toys of literature, 
eie. 


or the cyphers of diſcourſe. 
6 are the moſt ſage leſſons of in- 


66 ſtruction, adapted to every cir- 


„ cumſtance of life; formed upon 
„the experience of all preceding 
* ages, and perfected by the uner- 
<« ring ſpirit of inſpiration, —Theſe 
delivered with ſuch remarkable 
« conciſeneſs, that one might ven- 
<< ture to ſay, every word is a ſen- 
* tence, at leaſt every ſentence 
% may be calledanapophthegmyipark- 
«© ling with brightnels of thought, 
« or weighty with ſolidity of ſenſe; 
*£ the whole like a profuſion of 
<6 pearls—each containing in a very 


« (mall compaſs, a value almoſt im- 
l heaped up with a 


, *£ menſe—a 
% confuſed magnificence, above the 
& little niceties of order.“ Since 
then the ſcriptures open ſuch a ſpa- 
cious field of delightful ſpeculation, 
and furniſh us with ſuch ample ma- 
terials for the moſt refined diſcourſe; 
—ſince—ineſtimable book! it heals 
the maladies of life, and ſubdues the 
fear of death; ſince it ftrikes a 
lightſome viſta, through the gloom 
of the grave, and opens a charming, 
a glorious proipe& of immorta- 
lity in the Heavens; theſe, with 
many other excellencies peculiar to 
the ſacred writings, methinks are 
more than ſufficient to engage every 


ſenfible heart in their favour, and in- 


troduce them, with the Highe/? eee, 


Theron and Aſpaſio, vol. 1. page 23. 


4 Pſal. cxix, 46. 


Vincitur Hiſtoriis. 
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Into every improving conyerſation, 
Such is the effect they had upon the 
fineſt genius, and moſt accompliſhed 
perſon that former or latter ages 
can boaſt, inſomuch that he made, 
while living, this public declaration, 
and left it, when he died, upon e- 
verlaſtingrecord.—How ſaweet are thy 
words unto my tafle ! yea ſweeter than! 
honey unto my mouth ||, O ! howw love 
I thy law It is my meditation allthe 
day f. Mins eyes prevent the night 
ewatches, that I may be occupied in 
thy precepts; and 1 will ſpeak of thy 
teſtimonies ever before Kings | Here 
then, my very dear friend, at theſe 
waters of life, theſe breaſts of divine 
conſolations, let us ſuck and be ſa- 
tisſied. This ie a fountain whole 
ſprings fail not; let us every day 
enter the field of fcripture, where 
we tread on enchanted , ſhall I ſay? 
Rather on conſecrated groundʒwhere 
aſtoniſhment and awe are awakened 
at every turn, where is all, more 
than all, the marvellous of romance;, 
connected with all the- preciſion 
and ſanctity of truth.—How copi- 
ovſly may our But I recollect, 
myſelf ; and if I rightly remember, 
intended to have cloſed my ſubje& 
with this letter ; but finding it much 
more difficult to contract than to 
enlarge, muſt beg your patience ill 
to perſevere. —Juſt before J began 
to write, a few lines in rhyme aroſe 
ſpontaneouſly in my mind, which [ 
then deſigned to ſubjoin to this e- 
pittle ; but as I have ſince re collect- 
ed a few ſtanzas, by a ſweet finger 
in our Iſracl, which will make a 
much nobler finiſning to my poor 
performance, I eſteem it my duty 
to forget my own. LD» | 


| Pal, cxix, 103. + Pfl. exix, 97e 
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he word of God is the Saint's portion; 
or, theexcellency and variety of ſcrip- 
ure. 


Lord I have made thy word my 
++ - ghee, | 

My lafting heritage; 

There ſhall my nobleſt pow'rs re- 
« ©." JOICEs : | : 

My warmeſt thoughts engage 


T11 read the hift'ries of thy love, 
And keep thy laws in ſight, 
While thro' the promiſes I rove, 

With ever freſh delight, 


YTis a broad land of wealth un- 
known, 5 
Where ſprings of life ariſe, 
Seeds of immortal bliſs are ſown, 
And hidden glory lies, 


The beſt relief that mourners have, 

It makes our ſorrows bleſt; | 
Our faireſt hope beyond the grave, 
And our eternal reſt “. 


My time at preſent fails, and my 
hand is weary, The next poſt, (if 
nothing unexpected intervenes) ſhall, 
ifnot compleat, produce a few more 
thoughts upon this ſubje&. In the 
mean time, or rather all times, I re- 
1 dear Sir, cordially and invio- 
| lably yours, 

5 1 


Tooly-Street, Southwark. 
(To be continued) 


The compleat ri hteouſneſs of Chriff 
briefly conſedered 7 * an . 1 
(he Folloaing e 

QC UH EN 3 

© Is the death and ſafferings of 
Chriit, or his pallive obedience, 

© All that is required for the ſalva- 
| © tion, and juſtification ofa ſinner 3 
* Hath his active righteouſneſs no 
part in the work, or muſt it be 
4: imputed ? Is the imputation of 
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« Chriſt's active righteouſneſs, an 
«« eſfential point of doctrine, or 
« may a man be ſafe without it?“ 


See Pious Thoughts, page 4g,vol.2, 
The Anſwer. 
HE ſubje& is very impor- 


tant and copious ; yet I ap- 
prehend that a plain an{wer may 
given to the Query, without prolixi- 
However as it is 
one of the chief articles of my 
faith, I am willing to give my opi- 
nion of it. I apprehend the law of 
Gop was given to, er enjoined upon 
man, as the amiable rule of his whole 
conduct, while he was yet in a holy 
and perfect ſtate. That law requir- 
ed, and man was able and willing to 


yield compleat and perſect obcdi- 


ence. This obedience couſiſted of 


two parts, negative and poſitive. 
The negative was, refraining from 


every thing forbidden by the law: 


the poſitive was, doing whatever 


the law commanded, The law was 
to be obſerved in this two-fold man- 
ner, by every power of the ſoul, and 
every member of the body. As 
ſoon as man diſobeyed, or neglect- 


ed to obſerve this juſt and rg law, 


he became unrighteous or ſinful, for 


fon is the tranſgreſſion of the law + 


and all uurightecuſneſi is ſin f. When 
once man became ſinful, he loſt en- 
tirely both his ability of ſpirit and 
willingneſs of mind to obey; his ele- 
ment then was, and of his offspring 
ſill, 'by nature, is to rebel &: but 
notwithſtanding all this, the law 
did neither loſe its holineſs, nor its 
authority to demand the ſame obe- 
dience as before. Now man fell 
under a double debt; that is, com- 
pleat obedience, as in his former 
ſtate both negative and poſitive, 
and penalty for ſin committed. The 
fallen creature was ſo diſabled, he 
could pay neither ; the law was {o 


©» Watts's Pſalms cxixth, 4th Part, parapbraſed, + c John wi, 4. f 1 John, 7. 
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invariably juſt and holy, it could not 
make any abatement in the one or 
the other. It is evident that the un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the king- 
dom of God * : and as evident that 
all our own righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
rags : then we muſt periſh for ever 
except we are intereſted in the righ- 


teouſneſs of another, that is, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſo made righteous 1. 


Bleſſed for ever be God, that one 
may now ſurely and ſafely ſav, in 
the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and 
Strength ||. Let us a little conſider 
the matter of the poor ſinner's juſ- 
tification before God ; or that, for 
the ſake of which he is juſtified, or 
made righteous, Man was ſubject 
to the law in his pure ſtate, what- 
ever the law ſaith, it ſays to thoſe 
who are under it 5. It requireth per- 
fect obedience, from a perfect hu- 
man nature; but it curſeth with- 
out diſtinction, every one that continu- 
eth not in all things contained it J. 


Man being entirely diſabled, as ob- 


ſerved above, ſo that he could not 
yield the obedience required, nor 
ſuſtain the curſe and eſcape eternal 
ruin, by all that he could do; it 
was neceſlary that the Wok, or 
ſecond perſon in the adorable Tri- 
nity, Who was our ſurety and cove- 
nant- head, that he ſhould be made 
fleſn ““. A body was prepared for 
him ++, and he took the nature of 
his people into union with himſelf, 
and was made under the law. But 
this nature muſt be holy, harml:/5, un- 
d filed, and ſeparate from ſinners tt. 
All this Chriſt was, and that in or- 
der to purify and juſtify his people, 
Hb. ii. 14, 16. Gal. iv. 4» 5. John 
XVU. 89. 1 Pet. iii. 18.) that he 
might be in a proper capacity to 
fulfil the law ill, and to ſuffer the 


penalty threatened by divine juſtice 


on was both God and Man 


* 


for the tranſgreſſion of the law, and 
all this for his people, in their ſtead, 
and for their benefit. As the /arezy 
of his beloved ones, Jeſus . Chriſt 
was to pay the double debt above 
noted. He obeyed the law punctu- 
ally, in aſfeQions, thoughts, words, 
actions and conduct. He further 
ſuffered, in ſoul and body, all that 
the law could inflict upon the tranſ- 
greſſors for whom he was engaged. 
Our bleſſed Redeemer, was made fin 
and a curſe, and therefore oore them 
and ſuffered from devils, from men, 
and from the vindictive juſtice of 
God'$$. All this was that he might 
bring many ſons to glory ***, in a 
glorious way. Let it be noted here, 
that the majeſty and dignity of the 
perſon doing, and ſuffering, did 
more honour to the law, than all 


the obedience of man before the fall, 


or all the penalty ſuffered by man, 
even to all eternity, after the fall, 
could have done, becauſe this per- 
Theſe things being premiſed, Inow 
declare ſolemnly upon what foun- 
dation I depend for juſtification be- 
fore a holy God ; namely, compleat 
conformity to the divine law, do- 
ing exactly whatever it required, 
and ſuffering willingly whatever, in 
juſtice, can be inflited for the 
tranſgreſſion of it by the principal; 
and all this by a human, but holy 
and ſpotleſs nature, ſo nearly re- 
lated to me, that, by a divine, glo- 
rious, and unparallelled conſtitution, 
what he has done and ſuffered is im- 
puted to me; ſo then 1 reckon that 
the active obedience of Jeſus Chriſt 
hath as great a ſhare in my juſtiſica- 
tion as what is generally called his 
paſſive obedience, and both founded 
upon the unblemiſhed holineſs of ls 
nature, and the glory and dignity 


I Cor. vi. 9. Þ Iſa. lxiv. 6, f Rom. v. 19. || Ifa. xlv, 24. § Rom. iii. 19. 
Gal. iii. 10. John i. 14. ++ Heb, x. 5, 10. 11 Heb, vii. 26. U Matt. 
Ve 17, yy Gal. iii. 13. 2 Cor. v. 24, K Heb, ii. 10, 11. | 
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of his perſon, He came 10 do the 
evill of God+, as well as to lay down 


his life for his ſheep. By his obe- 


dience all his ſeed are made righte- 
ous. He became obedient unto 
death, and learned obedience by the 
things which he ſuffered f: I ap- 
prehend then, that his active obedi- 


ence and his ſufferings ſhould never 


be ſeparated. He obeyed and ſuf- 


ſered, in ſome meaſure, from the ve- 


ry aſſumption of human nature until 
the great work was finiſhed. The 
purity of Chriſt's nature and his ac- 
tive righteouſneſs are, to me, points 
of ſalvation as eſſential as his in- 
tenſe ſufferings : without the two 
former the latter could not be valu- 


able enough. The purity of his na- 


ture, the tranſcendent glory of his 
perſon rendered his obedience and 
death ſo precious, that the law was 
abundantly magnified and made ho- 
nourable &, and the Father well 
pleaſed ||, when the divine perfecti- 
ons kiſſed each other J, ſhining 
forth in the moſt glorious and inet- 
fable manner. | 

Ok! how happy thoſe who are 
intereſted in, The Lord our Righte- 
euſne/5 ! their clothing is of wrought 
gold, and of needle work ; they are 
arrayed in fine linenclean and white. 
The glory of Jeſus upon the mount 
was an emblem of the glory of 
Saints in Heaven; and all that glo- 
ry they ſhall enjoy, by virtue of 
their relation to, and union with 
Jeſus: it will be his comelineſs which 
he ſhall put upon them. May my 
ſoul, while in the wilderneſs, delight 
continually in this righteouſneſs, and 
my view of it, by faith, daily in- 
creaſe ; ſo that I may be transform- 
edin my inner man, and be more 
.and more conformed to the image 
| of Chriſt, till at length I come to 


+ Heb, x, 7, 9. 1 Heb, v. 8. 5 Iſa, xlii, 21. 
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him, behold his glory, and ſee him 
as he is, be like him, and with him 
for ever. Amen, 

He that nameth the name of 
Chriſt, and depends upon his com- 
pleat righteouſneſs, let him depart 
from iniquity, love holineſs, follow 
after it, and long for the full perfec- 
tion of it. 


To the EoiTors of the SpIRITUAL 
Mad AZz INE. 


Gentlemen, 


The following lines, reſpecting the dife 


trefſed caſe I met with in your Ma- 

gazine, for March, 1762, page 45, 
46, 47, and adareſſed to the diſcon- 
ſolate gentleman, are at your ſervice 
to be inſerted in your next. 


| Your wellwiſher, 
4 Wiltſhire Correſpondent: 
April 24, 1762. 
| Dear Sir, 
* OUR repreſentation of your 


diſtreſſing circumſtance, not 
in body, but in mind, calls aloud for 
commiſeration from all your fellow 
pilgrims, who do know, or may have 
the knowledge of it. But, alas! 
what can fellow pilgrims do, to 
help their diſtreſſed brother? Sure- 
ly, nothing: nothing of themſelves, 
that can alleviate, and remove your 


forrow ; and indeed, it is not fit 


they hoald. This work is peculi- 
ar to him, who ſaid, let there be 
light and there was light, and from 
him only we can expect relief. Now, 


dear Sir, perhaps you have been, and 


ſtiil are ſeeking to extricate yourſelf, 
by meer natural reaſon, out of your 
preſent labyrinth; however, you 
cannot but know that faith, and 
reaſon are two things, and conſe- 


quently 


2 Pet. i. 17. J Pſal. lxxxv, 
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e out of a diſtreſs, will prove a- 
bortive, while faith gives the victo- 
ry, and a ſole confidence in God is 
our deliverance. Give me leave to 
ſubjoin a few words of a writer of 
the higheſt claſs. ** It is an un- 
« known ſomething that operates 


*& atruth, we love it, we repoſe in 
«cit, it fortifies the heart, it diſen- 
« gages us from ourſelves.” And 
now, dear Sir, may you be helped 
to wait only on the Lord, as know- 
ing that he is waiting for a proper 
ſeaſon, or opportunity to be gra- 
cCious. Oh! tis the higheſt honour 
we can do our mighty Saviour, to 
depend on nothing in ourſelves, 
nothing at all in that which he has 
peculiarly aſſigned to himſelf, *Tis, 
T-humbly apprehend, our attempt- 
ing to do what doth, not belong to 
us, and neglecting that which doth, 
which leads us into diſtreſs; and 
keeps us there. Our God is the 
God of all conſolation, and ſhall we 
endeavour to comfort ourſelves ? 
No! let us wait only on him, that 
he may fulfil in us the whole good 
pleaſure of his goodneſs, and carry 
on the work of faith, which was be- 
n in power, with power : Ponder 

a little at leaſt, on Zp-. i. 17, 18,19, 
20. and remember they were be- 
levers the Apoſtle prayed for. Ac- 
cept my poor hint, and excuſe my 
brevity, and give me leave to tell 
you, what God has done for me, 
one of his vileſt creatures; but 


though leſsthan the leaſt of all Saints. 
rich experience of divine conſolati- 


been well acquainted with, I was 
i left to call all religion in queſtion ; 
was conſtantly attended and harraſ- 
ſed with the blackeſt of blaſphemy ; 
and with ſuch violence was I at- 
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uently to endeavour to reaſon our- tacked, that T have bit my tongue | 


ec more than all reaſoning : we ſee - 


bleſſed be his name, one of his Saints, 
After many years profeſſion, and 


ons, which, I doubt not, you have 


to prevent the helliſh flame from 
flying out; at the ſame time walk- 
ing in my chamber, ſuch was the 
anguiſh of my mind, as to provoke 
ſweat in my poor weak body, and 
no longer than I was chattering in 
prayer, or reading, did I find any 
reſpite, except when dead flee 

overpowered me. Thus it was wit 

me for many months together, with 
great diſorders in my body, and a 
gloomy aſpect, as to my outward 
circumſtances, and my poor family; 
but, was our God, your God, and 


my God, unmindful of his covenant? 


No, - ſurely ! he was not: for be. 
fore I was aware, my ſoul made me 
like the chariots of Aminadab : one 
morning, opening my bible, the path 


chapter of Z/2:ah tell under my view, 


and as I began the chapter, the ve- 
ry entrance of it gave new light and 


life; I began to taſte, to ſee, to hear, 


and to feel, as I had done in time paſt; 
and as I went on, it increaſed till I 
came to the laſt verſe. But, oh! 
what an amazing ſcene of joy, rap- 
turous joy, was I ſwallowed up in, 
and with! no tongue can expres, 
eſpecially under the energy of the 
Iaſt words, „and their righteoul- 
neſs is of me ſaith the Lord. Oh, 
my dear brather, is not ſuch joy 
worth travailing in birth for? 
Wait I ſay on the Lord; and may! 
be kept in a waiting poſture at all 
times, and be favoured to hear of 
your rejoicing in the Lord, in our 
covenant keeping God. I know 
that ſometimes a broken hint has 


done much more than a long train 


of the moſt nervous reaſoning, and 
therefore have thus ſhot an arrow at 
a venture, not knowing how to get 
acquaintance with your paſt experi- 
ence, which might have been an 
help to me, in thinking of your 
caſe ; but as our compaſſionate Je- 
ſus, and Great High Prieſt is _ 


e RE RIS, 
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I would commit you, with myſelf, 


ed with a feeling of all our jnfiems- 
ties, and our covenant keeping God 


knows, and is thoroughly acqueint- 


ed with all our weakneſſes, tempta- 
tions, and heart grievances, to him 


1 
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and this ſmall token of my fincere, 


and ſympathiſing kindneſs,” and re- 


main, dear Sir, (tho' unknown) 
Your wellwiſher. 


EAA VS 
POETRY 


The COMPLAINT, 


To PALE MON. 
| - Continued from Page 63. 
F winter paſt, and ſummer's 
__ gladiome day, 
With all its fair attendants, blithe 
and gay, 
Once ſang the muſe :—the happy 
| ſtate, I mean, 
When no dark threatning clouds 
e'er came between 
My raviſh'd fight ; but, I with won- 
ger pane | 
On Jeſus, Lord of life; my voice I 
rais'd 1 
To him, and of him ſung; each 
fleeting hour : | 
I well employ'd to tell abroad his 
power, 
That power divine, by which yon 
ſtarry arch _ : 7 
Is firm upheld, while in their order 
march 
Thoſe filver worlds, around yon 
golden ball, 
Above which fits the firſt great 
| cauſe of all. | 
Juſt tribute due! the hand that 
made my frame, 


Demanded all my powers to pro- 


claim i 
His matchleſs love ; that love by 
Which I ſtand, 
The confeſt care. of his delivering 
hang, | 
From foes inſulting, and the gaping 
wave 5 
Of fell deſtruction, and impris'ning 
grave; 


Ranſom'd by love divine, my ſeul 


ſet free, 

From bondage brought to plorious 
liberty. 

This love, by right, demands my 
higheſt praiſe, | 

But languid all and low the notes I 

. 

Drawn here and there, my mind no 
center knows, | 

Save in the contemplation of her 

woes ;. | 

Hence 1 complain, and ſhall till 
onee | fee 

The cauſe remov'd, that hides my 
love from me. | 


Yon cloud, whoſe ſable hue o'er- 
ſpreads the weft, 

Hides from the world the ever wel- 
come gueſt ; | | 
The orient pearl hangs pendant on 

the blade, 


How dark and duſky is yon cypreſs. 


ſhade? 
The ſwain complains, and fear has 
hous'd his flock, | 
The light'ning darts, he feels the 
threat'ning ſhock, 

His fears ſubſide, he ſees the genial 
rays, 

His oaten pipe now, ſwells in grate- 
ful 

Oh! had I cauſe like this, Oh! might 
J. fee, 


Thy ſhining face, thou God of Ma- 


jeſty! | 
Vouchſafe a viſion of thy glorious 
form, 


O To 
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To me a worthleſs, poor, and 7 

leſs worm. 

Oh 1 I ſee thine ever- miling 
face, 

And thy kind arms, my fainting 
ſoul embrace; 

Then, with my ſongs, I'd make the 

arches ring, 

Angels ſhould gaze, and liſten while 


I ſing, 


| And learn to praiſe ; while I the tri- 


bute bring, 


Of chankfulneſs to thee my God and 


Kang, 


Clouds hide frond me that ſun, whoſe 
beams are grace, 

Beneath whoſe radiant wings, dwell 
righteouſneſs ; 


Its influence how divine! I know 


its power 
Can chaſe my fears, and ſo prevent 
the ſhower 


_ Of tears that fall, and all obſtructi- 


ons move, 

And _ reſtore to ſee my Lord, my 
ove. 

Oh! might that ſun once ſhine : oh! 
might I taſte 

Again thoſe j joys, of which I {aid in 
haſte, 

Theſe ſhall endure, and E ſhall ne- 
ver know 

— again, while 8 be- 
ow, 

Nor ground for fear, where night's 
exchanged for day, 

And all the foes to Joy drove far a- 
way 

Thus 1 5M the banner of my Lord 
was love, 

Above my head, then fear'd I no 
remove ; 

Heever nigb, Itriumph'd in his name, 

The moſt illuſtrigus of the ſons of 


- fame, 


Immanuel, my God | my God with, 


me! 


Who from my foes did kx me free 


„„ 
I ſang deſtruction then to every foe, 
Of gr led captive, and of pride laid 


The happy freedom of the Lord' 
my theme, 

Theliberty of thoſe, he does redeem 

From fin, from death and hell, each 
baneful ill; 

I ſang deliverance with an hearty 
wil 

I ſang the triumphs of my Jeſu's 
croſs, 

Satan's deſtruction, Hells 

„ 

An Altar to his victories J rais'd, 

And morn and eve the conqueror] 
prais'd ; 

I ſaw his garments ſtain'd, yea, dy'd 
in blood. 

Blood of his foes, as thro' the ſwell. 
ing flood | 

He march'd triumphant mighty till 
to ſave, | 


And ſnatcht the falling from the 
gaping grave. 


Thus ſweetly paſs'd the time, the 

| happy hours, 

And well employ'd were all my no- 
ble powers, 


eternal 


My Lord was preſent, all around 


was light, 


Fe hides his face. my day's now 


turn'd to night, 


*Tis darkneſs all, and hope, the 


ſtaff that bore 
My ſpirits up, from ſinking hereto- 
fore, 
Here fails me now ! and noughtre- 
mains for me, 
But ſad completion of my miſery, 


Oh could I hope eval hope! thy 


work revive, 
Thou God of pow'r! grant that 
again I live, 
That life of grace, that ifſyed in 
- thy praiſe, 
The beſt employment of my for- 
mer days: : 
Tan 


PO EN R F-. 


Fain would I ftrive to make his 
gcodneſs known, 
Who hath to me ſuch love and pi- 
ty ſhown, „ | 
Nor ſhall my tongue dare ſpeak a- 
gainſt my Lord, 
Nor thought conceive he's faithleſs 
JJ + Oo es 
Myſelf of faithleſsneſs I charge, and 
own 
The juſtice of the heart-tormenting 
doom; E 
That ends in death; yet let thy pi- 
tying eye | : 
In mercy look, before thy throne I 
lie: | | | 
The morn's ſhrill trumpet ſounds, 
I hear its call, 
From ſlumber rais'd; on bended 
knees I fall, = 
And early tribute to the God 1 Pare 
Who mercy ſpares, and I behold 
| the day: 5 | 
Much cauſe for thanks, much more 
than I can give, 
His demands ; in him alone I 
| IVE; | 
And have my being; to his care 1 
. 1 
My 3 and protection, from my 
I0Oe; | 
| Satan, the grand deceiver of man- 
8 as | 
And irkſome bondage of the earnal 
| mind : 


Tul call on every power within to 


join, 1 
In thankfulneſs for 

| vine, „ 
ag exceeds, not only my de- 

. er t; 5 

| But oft the beſt petition of my heart. 

His mercy ſpares, and love does me 

conſtrain | | 


To own his goodneſs, yet I muſt 


| complain, 

| 2 * he abſent is; whom moſt 1 

Ove 9 3 

The light andglory of the worlds a- 
above, 
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Light of my ſoul, to ſeek whoſe face 
alone | 
I wander, till my feet are weaty 
_ - grown, | 
How many ate the lonely ways I've 
1 ; > 
I ſeek in vain to find my Huſband 
"God; 
Beneath this dusky ſtate 1 fit me 
down, | 
And ſtrive in tears my 
to drown; © ; 
My —_— ſtate I wail no more, 
ee | 5 
My Lord, my love, who liv'd and 
dy'd for me. ; 


bitter grief 
I 


4 


80 mourns the penſlve turtle for 
her mate, 8 

In ſolitude laments her lonely ſtate, 

Hides, in» the clefted rock; her 
mournful head, | 


Like one forgotten; free among the 


dead, 


Till his return; then leave her pri- 


ſonꝰ' d cell, 
With him in more than fellowſhip 
to dwell. Bop ck 
Ryegate, Surry, 
May'29, 17624. T. C. 


The Language of a Backſlider, on cbm 


paring former Times with the preſent. 


NCE to thy temple Lord with , 
ſacred flame, | 
My willing feet went to proelai 
7 thy name z | 5 
To 72 the God of Jacob with a 
| Ong, 
And andiflembled notes fill'd all my 
tongues 8 
Drop'd ſweetly from my lips, —my + 
heart inſpir'd; . 
With ardent love to God, none elſe 
deſir'd. : 
All earthly rickes ſeem'd But glit- 
| tering toysz 
All worldly pleaſures but evanid joys; 
Deceptive in their aſpe&—ſleeting 
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And unſubſtantial as the morning 


dew 
That vaniſhes, when Sol begins to 
riſe, | | 
And take his circuit from the eaſtern 
= 
My ſoul, unus'd to trials, r 


ſtood, 
And all her nobleſt powers rever'd 
her God. 
The Wil, the leading paſſion of 


the mind, 
Was flexible ; to holineſs inclin'd ; 


Its enmity, in good degree was ſlain, 
And what remain'd, was op rative 
of pain. 


The Theughts, with the velocity 


of light, 


To Canaan's happy ſhores, oft bent 


their flight, 


And, ſpeedier than the wheels of 


nature roll, 
My warm d-/ires climb'd to the hea- 


venly pole; 

Enjoy'd ſuch prelibations ofthe place 

As made me wonder at the heights 
of grace, 

The 1 ths profound, the lengths 

breadths thereof, 

cas —— me ſay, thy ſervant 

has enough, 


Lord,“ ſtay thine hand, one ſpark. 


of heavenly flame, 
One drop of Glory's weight breaks 
nature's frame. 


Is this thy cafe ? Once happy _ 


man ! but where's 
Thy former peace, thy confidence 
and prayers ; 


Thy zeal for faith, thy fervent love 
Thy dire deſerts, ſin s juſt demerits, 


to God, 
That clear as. light were manifeſt 


abroad ? 


Ah! diſmal ſcene ! the fineſt gold is 


chang + 


And tho foul, to all that's ood | 
1 8 And never ſtrike the joyful harp of 


eſtrang'd. 


Thou liv'ſt on vapours ring from 
' the earth, - 


Jo the debafing of thy heavenly 


birth. 


T R V. 


Thou feed'ſt on an the fing 


refus'd to eat, 

And counteſt them the choiceſt of 
thy meat. 

Thy fins, as hugeſt mountains, 

point the skies, 

And num'rous are as drops that fill 
the ſeas : 

Their aggravation's of the deepeſt 
dye, 


| Enough to wound the heart ang 


Pierce. the eye ; 


| And ſtill thou dar'ſt that moſt im- 


perial name, 


That in a moment dooms thee to the 


flame 
Of endleſs wrath, — wk; 15 not 
| appeas'd, 5 
And if it ſhould, thou can'ſt but 
ſtand amaz'd, 
And ſay, —Salvation's broader than 
the ſeas, 


And deeper than the earth from 


loftieſt skies ; 
Exceeds all nature's bounds,—the 
unknown ſpace 


Of bounded worlds, is nought to 


boundleſs grace. 


So great the cauſe! thi effects cas 


never ceaſe, 
To ſhow thee that th* Almighty 
| hides his face. 
Thy God, with juſt diſlike, may 


3 be 


To hate thy ſins, altho he hates not 


thee: 

To give thee conſtant ſtripes upon 
thy ſore, 

*Till thou his pard'ning mercy ſhall 

1mplore. 


claim, 
As well eternal wok as preſent 


ſhame ; 
That thou ſhould'ſt go in mourning 


all thy days, 


raiſe ; 


That thou ſhould ve as miſerable 


d 
made - 


7); ² ( 


PL. 


MM — 


B. 
| Fo 


POETRY. 


As thou art ſinful in thy fallen head; 

And by thy actual tranſgreſſions too, 

That multiply as drops of new-born 
dew ; / 


Then where's the wretch would- 


ſhare diviner wrath, 


Or feel the tortures more of never 


dying death ? 
; N. D. 


(To be continued) 


A Paradoxical ENIGMA. 

Am nearly as old as the ſun or 
the moon, 

And exiſted with Adam, but not 
quite ſo ſoon, = 

The records of Eden my originhew, 

And ſpeaks of the wonders I con- 
ſtantly do. 


Methinks I excel evry mortal on 


earth, 


| Though a monſter made way for my 


excellent birth; 


For my nature is holy, and almoſt 


divine, . | 
And comes of a holy illuſtrious line. 
I've a body by far more tranſpa- 
rent than glaſs, 
And porous all o'er, - yet more ſolid 
than braſs, 


And brighter than Sol, in meridian 


flight, | = 
Though ne'er ſeen by man unaſſiſted 
with light ; 


| Put when eber he ſees me, he's fill'd 


with ſurprize, 

And as ſure as he feels me, there's 
tears in his eyes. 

I'm often oppos'd, tho? ſo great is 
my power, 


| That thouſands I've made to ſubmit 


in an hour, 
To the great and the good I am 
ſeldom inclin'd, 8 


But am always a friend to che poor 
and the blind; 


For 'm laden with goodneſs, as few 


will deny, 
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Though not many receive any good- 
neſs from me, 

Vet, ſtrange as it is, to a wonder 
I'm free; 

For Pm giving for ever, yet full to 
the brim, 8 

Hold! I muſt make a pauſe, or half 
tell you my name. | 

Great men, 'tis well known, will 
ſcarce ever ſtand by me, 

But yet *tis the great and the good 
that ſupply me, | 

Some ſerve me for intereſt, as others 
declare, 

Perhaps more than ever my benefits 
ſhare; Eo 

Even Kings oft defend me, without 
any love, 

Let the world, if it can, this aſſer- 

tion diſprove. 
Pve travelPd the globe, by a ſpe- 

cial command, 

And in many large kingdoms found 

no place to ſtand, 


But have frequently ſtopt in a vil- 


lage or town, 
And to unpoliſh'd countrymen made 
myſelf known: 


With them to the fields and the 


meadows I go, 
And to ſhew Pm induſtrious I fol- 
low the plough 
Till the ſwains, working by me, 
burſt into a ſong, 
Surpriz'd at my talking without e'er 
a tongue! | 7 
I'm ſought where I am not, ti 
eaſy to prove, | 
Though from thoſe that ſtill love 
me I never can rove ; 
Yet I frequently go where I am not 
invited, {TY 
And enter by force, where I'm free- 
ly admitted. 7 
In England and Scotland I'm 
pretty well known, 


But, in Rome, or in France, ſearce 


a favour am ſhown, 


Lea 


110. 

Yea, in Britain, by many I'm of- 
ten conceal'd, 

Or by foes, or by friends, to be 
wounded and heal'd, 


While thouſands more furious 
would fain have me kill'd. 


But ah ! tis in vain; for though ear- 


ly my birth, 


I muſt live whi le a mortal remains 


on the earth : 

Unalterable, always abiding the 
ſame : 

Am greatly renown'd in the re- 
cords of fame, 

Where, Sirs, if ye look, you may 
ſoon find my name, 


EA: 
The ſolution of the above is earneſtly 
| reguęſted. 
To the Editors of the Spiritual 
Magazine. 
Gentlemen, | 
By inſerting the following 4 lines you will 
oblige yours, Oc. | 
Moor fields, 


Jan. 11, 1762. . 


Seri tous 7. houghts on ævalling through a 
| burying ground.” 


H E manſions of the dead I 

| view, and ſmile, 

And croſs the caverns of the dusky 

| iſle, 

To view the numerous champions 
- there that lie, 

That fought, and overcome, and 
fought fo die : 


Whoſe iwords with skill was us'd, 


their foes to thruſt, 

But now conceal'd and in oblivion 
ruſt. 

Lodg'd in the territories of the dead, 

Their ſtrength, and skill, and love 
is ever fled ; 

In-dreary earkneſs ſtretchd/ its re- 
gions pale, 


P 0 E N U. 
A putrid lamp; amidſt the gloomy 


vale; 


The griſly monarch; equip'd with - 


darts, 


Augments his trophies, ſtriking con. 


querors hearts; 


Wrapt round in filence, without 


ſword or ſhield, 
No more to lead, no more to take 
the field ; 


All their renown 1s loſt; i in ſhades of 


night, 
No more a ſafe retreat when?put to 
flight: 


Here their remains, who oft had vic- 


tors been, 


Lie low interrd as the effects of fin; 
No knell within this lonely deſert 


ſounds, 
Since time has ran the utmoſt of her 
bounds; 


Theſe ſubterraneous arches mourns 


ful ſpread, 
And ſpeak the awful thought of be⸗ 


ing dead. 


Here to be rang'd within theſe aw- 


ful urns, 
Let finners dread, and ſaints rejoics 
in tur ns 


This bed is fenced round, tho? dark 
and cold, 


A houſe ſecure that all its priſoners 


hold. 
Here did my Jeſus lie within the 
earth, 


But like a conqueror broke the bands 


of death; 


Is now aſcended: and enthron'd on 


On high, 
Suffer'd for ſins, and lives, no ) more 
to die; 


He ſlept a time within the awful 


place, 
Perfum'd the grave for every child 
of grace, 


The path he trod, and did its ter- 


rors meet, 


By which its clods, are Fragrant and 


fo. 
g Whenes 


2 


P OE IT R x. 


Whence then my ſoul, ſhould come 
a ſhuddering thought? 
Chriſt dy'd—and here Pve peace 
and pardon brought; 
My way to Heaven may through 
_ this paſſage lead, 
Haſte then, my Lord, thy chariot 
wheels with ſpeed. 


The ambitious Saint ; or, Reflections on 
the joys of a future ſtate. 
Riſe my ſoul, from earth retires 


and ſing, 
But grace, free grace, muſt tune the 
o | 
To bail the great eternal King, 
High on a throne, and lifted high, 
KReigns nature's uniyerſal Lord; 
Prais'd by legions in the sky, 
By every Saint on earth ador'd. 
There Jeſus beauties ſtrike amaze, 
Ia the admiring tribes above, 
Bleſt victims of victorious grace, 
Or conqueſts of all conquering 
love. ; | 
[We own thee worthy, thouſands cry, 
To wear the great imperial 
crown; 
Amen, ſeraphic hoſts reply, 


Till Hallelujahs ſhake the throne]. 


[In his divine refulgent rays, 


Old Ifrael bask.,—O, endleſs joy! 


And Jacob's ſons unite to praiſe, 
In ſongs eternal as the day.] 
There early love in brilliant dreſs, 
Flows like a laviſh boundleſs ſea, 
O'er all her ſons of early choice, 
And ſtill renews the ſacred lar, 


: There grace with all her healing 
powers, 
In peaceful orb reſplendant ſhines, 


With laurels crown'd in ærialbowers, 


Where like an Empreſs ſhe reigns. 
Oh! what a glorious ſtate my ſoul, 


Prepar'd for pilgrims here below;. 


Oh! may reach the heavenly goal, 
And taſte celeſtial pleaſures too, 


See Heaven's glories ſee 
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There will T wing the lofty' flight, 
Around Jehovah's bliſsful throne, 
And loud proclaim Immanuel's right, 
To bleſſings, honours, and the 
crown. | 


A Morning H Y MN. 
gays command my morn. 
F ing's praiſe, 
To join with ſeraph's nobleſt ſongs, 
Aſſiſt me in divineſt lays, 
To thrill the notes of heavenly 


tongues, ; 
What! though the verdant ſpring 
appears, 
And ſplendid nature decks the 
earth, 


They're all but things of lower 


: ſpheres, 
But I am form'd of nobler birth. 


The wide creation ſpeaks a God, 
And nature boaſts the mornin 
light; 
And ſhan't my tongue his praiſe re- 
cor d, | | 
Whoſe ſov'reign payer reſtores 
my ſight? | . 
Early the warbling tribes reſound 
Their maker's praiſe in yonder 
grove 3 
And ſhallmine eyes in ſleep be found, 
While nature fings the God aboye? 


wm ! ſhall the lark mount up and 

ing, 

Welcome the dawn, and hail the 
EE. 

And ſhan't I chide thy lazy wing, 
4 My ſoul, that fleeps in duller 

| clay.” 


Scarce ſhould the ſun the morn pro- 
| claim, | 
Nor eaſtern skies their twilight 

give; 

But my beſt pow'rs ſhould praiſe 
: his name, | 

Who makes my ſoul in, Jeſus live. 

N. D. 
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To the Editors of the Spiritual 
Magazine. 
Gentlemen, 


I you think the following lines au0r- 
thy of your notice, by inſerting them 
| you will much oblige your conſtant 


reader and auell- auiſber, 
June 22, 1762. 3 


On the death of the Rev. Mr. T hamas 
Jams late Chaplain of $1.Savi our?s, 


Soutbavar+. 


Hile tow*ring pyramids of - 


ancient date, 


Or modern tomb, with ſacred awe, 
relate | 

The acts renown'd of thoſe, whoſe 
laurel'd name, 


proclaim, 


Whereon the mould'ring Chriſtian? "is 


graces live, 

And in perſuaſive ſtrains kind coun- 
ſel give. 

Ah! can view the mirrors of the 
dead, 

And not one ligh, one friendly tear 
be ſhed ! 

Can I the monumental lays attend, 

And not regret my dear departed 
friend! 

Though no gay tomb or tablet do 


expreſs 


The grace, which reign'd in him thro? 


righteouſneſs ; 
Yet his much honoured name, ſhall 
he careſt, 


And live within my ſympathizing 


breaſt, 
My heart (hall be both tomb, and 
tablet too, 
To ſtore his precepts, and his worth 
ty How | : 
left Joes / the much belov'd, the 
much bewail'd, 


Rev. Chap, Lil. Ver, 11. The text from which the Rev. Mr. 


zun eral ſermon, 


Who oft with feeble, languid frame 
aſſailꝰd 

To rouſe the dead, to chear the ab. 
ject mind; 


Juſt his reproofs, his arguments how 


ind, 
With ſweet perſuaſive eloquence he 
ſought ' 
The lafting welfare of the flock he 
taught. 
His aſpect was expreſſive, of the 
care, 
And * love he did to ſinners 
ear; 


6 Humble, yet zealous for Christ's 


cauſe he ſtood, 


Pleaſantly grave, and exemplary 
ood. 


But ſuch the vileneſs of . 
The marble fair, or poliſh'd braſs ut ſuch the vileneſs of the grace 


leſs breaſt, 

He (like his ſuffering maſter) was 
oppreſt | 

With dire reproach, which he with 
patience bore, 

And meekly preach'd, 'till he could 
prezch no more, 


 Hewreſtled, not alone with fleſh and 


blood, 

But principalities and powers with- 
ſtood, 

And, by the blood of the atoning 
lamb *, 

And word of truth, he boldly over- 
came, 

Spent ſtrength and life in the bleſt 
goſpel ſound, 

And living bore the croſs, but now 
1s crown'd : 

Sweet prayer and praiſe perfym'd 
his lateſt breath, 

And ſmiling met the friendly ſtroke 

| of death, 

Which wafts "IS ſoul to immortality: 

Reader, example take, and leam 
to die. 


Madan preached hit 


1s. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS, 


A Letter on the- Importance of 
Diligence, or Remiſlneſs in 
the Lord's Service, 

Dear Friend, 


O U have but a little time to 
ſerve Chriſt in, the ſhort ſpace 
of your preſent life. We are now 
called to glorify God on the earth : 
we ſhall ſoon be glorified with him 
in Heaven. And how fad will it be, 
if fin and Satan ſhould hinder you 
in running the race ſet before you, 
and ſo rob you of your crown ! I 
mean not your eternal ſalvation ; I 


truſt that is in the hands of Chriſt; 


but of that reward which he, of the 
freeſt grace, will give to thoſe who 
have ſerved him fully and faithfully 
at the approaching day of his glorious 
kingdom. You know what our 
Lord ſays, Hold that faſt which 
«+ thou haſt, let no man take thy 
ce crown.” There is a day haftens, 


when *©* we muſt all appear before 


« the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt; that 
& every one may receive the things 
« done in his body, whether they 
« be good or bad.” A day where- 
in every man's work ſhall be made 
* manifeſt ; for the day ſhall declare 
it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed by 
&« fire, and the fire ſhall try every 
c man's work, of what ſort it is. 
„If any man's work abide, which 
“e he hath built thereupon, (i. e. on 


e Chriſt the foundation, after his pro- 


* feſſion of this chief corner- ſtone) 
« he ſhall receive a reward. If any 
„ man's work ſhall be burnt, he 
* ſhall ſuffer loſs, but he himſelf 
* ſhall be ſaved ; yet ſo as by fire.” 
Oh! the awfulneſs of that day, when 


every of our works muſt be tried by 


God's fire ; as the goldſmith ſeeks 
for his precious metal, by caſting it 
it into the furnace, and burning up 
the droſs : Oh how much droſs will 
then appear to have been mixed 
With our pureſt religious —— 


word and deed, which that fierce 
day will burn up! how happy will 
thoſe be, in that day, whoſe works 


will be found to have the leaſt droſs! 


abiding the fire, they ſhall receive 
a reward, even Chriſt's „ well 
done good and faithful ſervant, 
« thou haſt been faithful in a few 
« things, I will make thee ruler o- 
yer many things; enter thou in- 
* to the Joy of thy Lord.” How 


bright will be grace's diſplay, and 


how ineffable our joy, to hear the 


King of glory own and commend. 


our poor weak endeavours in his 
ſervice, before men and Angels! 
how great, how condeſcending will 
his grace appear herein! while he 
will not loſe the leaſt act of our obe- 
dience, that has been done in faith 
and love for him, but take notice of 
the meaneſt ſervice, if it be no more 
than the giving acup of cold water! 
Our great Lord will call hat ſervice, 
which we think not worth the name, 
and quite beneath his notice ; not 
a thought, word, or deed, for him, 
or his, ſhall loſe its reward. And 
oh ! what heart can conceive the 
glory of that immortal crown, which 
overcomers ſhall then wear, who 
have been enabled to fight it out 
on the ſide of Chriſt, againſt fin and 
Satan here! I beſeech you to read 
what glories the Lord hath prepar- 


ed, and promiſed to thoſe that love 


him and keep his commandments, 
as recorded in the three firſt chapters 
of the Revelations. 


Oh, how ſhould this grace con- 


ſtrain us to be“ always abounding 
c jn the work of the Lord, foral- 
cc much as we know that our labour 
ce js not in vain in the Lord!“ Well 
might our Lord ſay, The children 
c of this world are wiſer in their 
„ generation than the children of 
„light.“ For how do they im- 
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ces! and oh, how many evil works 
are we daily guilty of, in thought, 
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pore every opportunity to get gain? 
ut as for us, through the whole of 
our lives, and every diſpenſation of 
providence that paſſeth over us, are 
put into our hands, ſo many op- 
portunities to glorify the God of 
our mercies ; yet how ſeldom have 
we a heart for this? Altho' „ in 
& keeping his commandments there 
5 is ſuch great reward” here, and 


ſuch unſpeakable gain hereafter ! 
Has Chriſt “a few names in Sardis, 


ce that have not defiled their gar- 
ments; they ſhall walk with him 
5 in white? With him here in 
love-communion, clad with the 
white robes of increaſing purity, 
honour and joy. And with him in 
future felicity, arrayed with the 
white robes of immortal glory. Has 
he in Sardis ſome, that are enabled 
to overcome? He will confeſs 
their names before his Father, and 
«© his holy Angels.“ Oh, the praiſe, 
honour, and glory, which Chriſt has 
reſerved for his favourites, eminent 
In their preſent obedience, at his 
bright kingdom day! In a degene- 
rate age, when moſt profeſſors prac- 
tically fay, het profit is there 
& jn the Lord's ſervice ?” Has he 
then a few that fear him, that 
« think upon his name, and ſpeak 
t often one to another: for them a 
* book of remembrance is written 
ec before him; and they ſhall be 
« mine, ſaĩti the Lord, in the day 
„ when [ make up my jewels,” 
And as it will be an ineffable 
blifs, in the day of Chriſt, to have 
our works abide the fire, and be 
found untc praiſe, glory and honour, 
ſo, on the other hand, Bow ſad will 
it be then, to have our works 
% burnt up, to be aſhamed before 
« him at his coming!“ yea, tho? 
our perſons ſhould be ſ ved, upon 
the bottom of ſovereign grace: how 
fad will it be to ſuſſer the loſs of all 


our Works, as it were, by that day's 
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fire, and fo, of all that honour, plos 


ry, and praiſe, which we ſhould have 
had otherwiſe ! to have loſt our 
time of glorifying God before men, 


for which we ſhall have no more op- 
portunity then! What Saint, in his 


right mind, could be content to he 


ſaved hereafter, and to do nothing to 
glorify that grace which hath ſaved 


him, while he remains here ? 
Is it not then “high time to a- 
ce wake out of ſleep ? The night is 


far ſpent, the day is at hand,” 


Be not diſcouraged, though at pre- 
ſent you may be caſt behind ; but 


c return unto the Lord, and he will 


% abundantiy pardon.” And if you 
ſhould, think on your ways, and 
© turn your feet to bis teſtimonies;” 
Who knows, but even now you may 
get before the, who are now be- 
fore you there dre firſt, which 
« ſhall be laſt, and laſt, which ſhall 
be ficſt, So run that you may ob- 
& tain.” Have you loſt much time! 
Bleſs God that it 1s not all gone, 
Redeem the reſt ; double your di- 
ligence; ſet about your work in 
good earneſt, and make holineſs your 
buſineſs. Firſt ſeek the kingdom 
& of God, and other things ſhall be 
% added.” Conſcientiouſly read 
God's word; be frequent in medi- 
tation ; keep up ſecret prayer ; neg- 
lect not family-worſhip, and bring 
up your ciiildren in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. I know 
&© Abraham, ſays God, that he will 
„ command his houſhold after 
« him.” And, as for me and m) 
5 houſe, ſaid Jou, we will lerve 
„the Lord. Remember the ſab- 
“ bath day, to keep it holy.“ Prizs 
public ordinances; bleſs God for 
the goſpel, and bring out your lit 
tle ones ro hear the glad tidings of 
ſalvation. Suffer not your children 
to be brought up like the Iadiaus 
who never heard of Jeſus, Oh ! had 


you a due ſenſe of the worthof - 
Uls, 
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fouls, ſurely the leaſt thing you 
could do for them, is to bring them 
under the ſound of goſpel grace. 
Can you be content that they ſhould 
periſh, without doing your utmoſt to 
pluck them as fire brands out of the 
burning ? There are no circum- 
ſtances that can excuſe us, from 
ſerving the Lord with our houſes, 
whatever carnal reaſon may ſuggeſt. 
Again, love the company of the 
Saints, the excellent of the earth, 
and theirs moſt, who are moſt ſpiri- 
tual in converſe ; in them let your 
delights be placed. In a word, fol- 
low hard after daily communion 
with God in Chriſt, and a growin 

conformity to his image, in al 

« manner of holy converſation and 
« godlineſs;“ and then your way 
will be pleaſant, your end peace, 
and weighty will be your crown of 
immortal bliſs —I commit you to 
« Him, who 1s able to keep you 
© from falling, and to preſent you 
ee faulileſs, before the preſence of 
« his, and of his Father's glory, 
« with exceeding joy! 

And very affectionately, I am,&c. 

A. ÞD: 


A Letter to My J. D. on his Thoughts 
concerning the Ad vocateſbip of Chriſt 


in Heaven, as inſerted in Number 


19. Page 58, of the Spiritual Ma- 


gazine. 
Dear Sir, 


A M glad that you are led into 
I the love of God in all his per- 
ſoas, as each of the three divine 
perſons, in Jehovah's undivided eſ- 
lence, hath gloriouſly diſplayed his 
own infinite love, in that part which 
each perſon hath took in the great 


ſalvation of the elect and fo that 


equal honour, ſalvation, glory, and 
bleling is to be aſcribed to cach of 
them diſtinctly, and to all of them 


/ 


4 


You will ſay, Sir, © The gracious 
« Father contrived the wonderful 
« method of our redemption, as 
«« rhe reſult of his everlaſting love. 
The beloved Son executed the 
« dreadful plan, as the conſequent 
« of his love; and the adorable. 
« ſpirit applies this falvation to the 
“ hearts of his people.” And 
doubtleſs the blood of Chriſt hath a 


voice in it. If the blood of Abe! 


cried for vengeance, much more 
doth the blood of Chriſt cry for par- 
don and peace ; thus far we agree, 
But, dear Sir, permit me to give 
you my humble thoughts, that be- 
fides the voice of Chriſt's blood, he 
himſelf doth plead for his people 
in Heaven. You know the Apottle 
ſays, by the Holy Ghoſt, “ if any 
« man ſin (i. e. if any of us be- 
„ hevers, that have fel:owſhip with 
** the Father, and with his Son Je- 
« ſus Chriſt, if any of vs fin) we 
«© have an advocate with the Father, 
<«« Jeſus Chriſt the righteous.” This 
word ad uocate, as it refers to Jeſus 
Chriſt, plainly denotes an effice, that 
perional office which he executes for 
us in Heaven, And is it not a rule 
among divines in the interpretation 
of icripture, * not to cepart from 


« the literal to a figurative ſenſe of a 


ce text, unleis neceſſity obliges ? ? 
Now I humbly think, Sir, we are 
under no neceſſity for a figure here 
T look upon the interceſion, and 
advocacy of jeſus Chriſt, to be both 
branches of his prieſtly office, or 
rather, one branch of it thus diver- 


ſified, which he executes for us in 


Heaven. Interceſhon more gene- 
rally regards the communication of 
favour, or of all grace, unto alt glo- 
ry. Advocacy more ſtrictly reſpects 
Chriſt's pleading the merits of his 
own blood, for the forgiveneſs of our. 
ſins, and for the nullifying of all 
thoſe charges, which Satan brings 
againſt us, that we may not be de- 
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frauded of that right of our inheri- 
tance, which was confirmed unto us 
by his blood ; and if interceſſion is 
vocal, why not advocacy ? That 
Chriſt's interceſſion is ſuch plainly 
aj pears, in that he ſays, I will 
« pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
% you annther comforter.” When 
alted his once humbled Son, 

his high throne in Heaven, he 
ade him . e of me, and I 
% {fail give thee the heathen for 
« thine inheritance.” Chriſt's great 
work in H-aven, is to aſe, what the 
Father has omiſed, and to plead 
Wit he has purchaſed. What our 


Lord did for his people of old, when 
they were to be returned from cap- 


tivity, in pleading for pardoning 
mercy, as their advocate, in cove- 
nant capacity, he does for us now 


in his glorified humanity ; and he 


faid, “ How long, O Lord of hotts, 


„wilt chou not have mercy, &c.” 


An advocate amongſt men, is an au- 
thorized attorney, whoſe office it is, 
to plead his client's cauſe, againſt 
thoſe who would invade his right, 
and to nonſuir all thoſe ajlegations, 
which are brought againſt him in 
courts of judicature, that ſo his cli. 
ent may enjoy his inheritance, with 
honour, ſafety and peace. And as 


the Holy Gnoſt alludes to this per/o- 


xa! office, and applies it to the per/ox 
of Chrift, I humbly think we ought 
not to di/rcbehis perſon of this office, 
which he is faithful in the execution 
of, and allow no more than the voice 
of his blood. When he that died, 


lives to plead his ſpeaking blood, 


are not both conjoined, a double mo- 
tive with God ? And may not both 
be a double comfort to a believer ? 
A client puts his cauſe into his ad- 
vocates hands; and don't believers, 
or ſhould they not, put their cauſe 
into the hands of Chriſt, though it 
be ever ſo bad, and they themſelves 


— 
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name is Jeſus Chriſt the righteons 4 
And ſo he is able to ſave them tothe 
uttermoſt, and has a ſufficient, a re. 
dundant ground, to plead for their 
diſcharge, from his all-perfeQ, in. 


finite righteouſneſs, in their work 


of cauſes, and to bring them off clear 
in open court with honour. 

It is true, Sir, The whole work 
© of our redemption was compleat. 
« ed by Chriſt on the croſs :” when 
our dying Lord, with reſpett tothe 


- ſufferings of his ſou], cried out in 


triumph, It is finiſhed !” And 
then God's law and juſtice was fully 
ſatisfied, when he bowed the head 


and died in our ſtead, and an ever- 


laſting peace was made between 
God and us, when the blood of the 
everlaſting covenant was ſhed. But 
this noway militates againft Chriſt's 
interceding and pleading for us in 
Heaven, for the communication of 
all promiſed and purchaſed bleſſings, 
but for both lays the ſtrongeſt baſis, 
I would juſt h;nt, Sir, that we are 


to diſtinguiſh between redemption 


by price, and by power. The for- 
mer was finiſhed by Chriſt on the 
croſs, he then obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. The latter will 
yot be compleated till the whole e- 
lection of grace are redeemed from 
all iniquity and miſery in their ſouls, 
or from their being and working of 
ſin, and mortality, in that reſpect, 
ſwallowed up of life, of perfect pu- 
rity, and full joy, in eternal glory. 
Nor vet, till we are redeemed in 
our bodies, from all the miſeries of 
life, of death, and of the power of 
the grave, or till we receive the re- 
demption of our bodies, and they 
are raiſed ſpiritual, powerful, in- 
corruptible, immortal, and faſhion- 
ed hke unto the glorious body of 
Chriſt. And thus we are to diſtin- 
guiſh between ſalvation by price 
and by power, or between the in- 
petration, the working out of fs 
e you 
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vation, and application. The for- 
mer was compleated, when the paſ- 
ſive obedience of our Jeſus was fi- 
niſhed. The latter will not be com- 
pleated, till all the ele& arecalled, 
janctified, and glorified. For it is 
in this reſpect that our Lord will ap- 


pear the ſecond time without fin un- 


to ſalvation. And though, dear Sir, 
againſt Chniſt's pleading for us fin- 
ners in Heaven, you object thus: 

« But what idea doth this give 
c us of the bleſſed Father? Does 
« jt not repreſent him as unrecon- 
« ciled to his people?“ I aniwer, 
No, in no wiſe.—And pleaſe to 
obſerve, That Chriſt doth not plead 
with God, as an angry Judge, but 
as a Father, a loving, gracious Fa- 
ther. We have an advocate with 
« the Father: with Chriſt's Fa- 
ther; who can deny his Son, his 
firit, his well-beloved Son, in whom 
he is well-pleaſed, nothing that he 
aſks, no ſait that he pleads, and eſ- 
pecially as he pleads for us his own 
righteouſneſs ;- and fo pleads righ- 
teouſly ; that not only free grace, 
but alſo ſtrict juſtice, grants his plea, 
And with our Father, whoſe heart 
is ſo full ef love towards us, that as 
I may fay, it wants to vent itſelf 
upon us, with honour to his infi- 


nite Majeſty, through Chrift's ad vo- 


cacy, Chriſt's plea is not to move 
an unreconciled God; not to paci- 
fy unſatisfied juſtice, but to move a 
reconciled God, to communicate ac- 
cording to the ſtrong propenſe of 
his own heart, the natural fruits of 
a perfect reconciliation made, and 
to ſue out our pardon and peace, 
from infinite grace, and ſatisfied 
juſtice, for God's glory and our joy. 
If you ſhould ask me, Sir, | 
What neceſſity can there be, fo 
Chriſt's pleading in Heaven, if juſ- 
tice by him was fully ſatisfied, and 
God perfectly reconciled to us fin- 


great office of Saviour in general, 
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ners, when he died on earth ? I an- 
{wer, 

God the Father's infinite wiſdom, |. 
ſaw a neceſſity for this, and his infinite 
grace called his own Son to engage 
as an advocate for us : and God the 
Son, inhis infinite wiſdom and grace, 
approved and accepted of this office 
for us; and was it not neceſſary, that 
he, having accepted it, ſhould fulfil 
his engagement? And was it not 
neceſſary, that the Holy Ghoſt's de- 
ſcent, for application-grace, ſhould 


be at Chriſt's requeſt, -through his 


prevalent plea, in advocacy, as for 
the Father's, and the Son's, ſo alſo, 
for his own glory? The truth is, 
Sir, every thing is managed in 
Heaven for us ſinners by Chriſt our 
Mediator, as is moſt for the glory 
of God in all his perſons, and as is 
moſt for our ſecurity and joy, pre- 
ſent and eternal. | 

And if /ome believers ſhould con- 
ceive, from Chriſt's pleading for 
them in Heaven, that God is an 
angry Judge, and not reconciled, 
but by the advocacy of Chriſt ; this 
truth affords not the leaſt ground for 
their miſcanceit ; but their miſ-ap- 
prehenſion ought to be rectiſied, by 
its due explication; and ſuch ſhould 
be exhorted to eonſider, that Chriſt's 
advocacy for tkem in Heaven, was 
founded in the Father's love of 
immenſity, It was he, in his love, 
that anointed Chriſt to be their ad- 
vocate ; his name, as ſuch, is Chriſt; 
and in the call to, and execution of 
this office, he is: jeſus, that can, and 
will ſerve them to the uttermoſt. 
As it was from the Father's bound- 
leſs love, that he anointed his 
own co-equal Son, as conſtituted 
Mediator, in the everlaſiing cove- 
nant, and as our [mmanul, when 
incarnate, with an immeaſurable 
fulneſs of the Holy Spirit, unto the 
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and to that part of his work which 
he was to perform, in his ſtate of 
humiliation; ſo likewiſe, it was 
from this ſource, that he was a- 
nointed unto this office of Advocate, 


jn particular, which he was to ex- 
ecute in his ſtate of exaltation. The 


infinite love of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, ſhines gloriouſly, with equal 


ſplendor, with illuſtrious rays, in 


Chriſt's office of advocacy! the Fa- 
ther's, in calling him to it, and a- 
nointing him for it ; the Son's, in 
accepting and executing of it, and 
the Holy Spirit's, in becoming the 
anointing, for the Saviour's plead- 
ing. Let this comfort us then, un- 
der all our griefs by fin : That we 
% have an Advocate with the Fa- 
«ther; Jeſus Chriſt the righteous.” 


Dear Sir, I am, &c. 
| . 


To the EDiroxs of the SpixIT VAI 
MAGAZINE. 


Gentlemen, 


1 apprehend that ail the gueries in your 


Magazine are propojed with a de- 
fire to have the pleaſure and ſatis- 
faction of a ſerious and pious anſwer. 
1 ſhould be jorry to ſee any paſi over 
ewithout ſome notice taken of them. 
That apprehenfion induced me 10 al- 
tempt ſomething by way of anſwer 
zo the two following, as the others, 
that ar: not anſwered, are, I think, 
all of a later date; and I hope ſome 
of your worthy correſpondents will 
mot thinkiheir time and labour loft in 
reſolving the reſt. 7 

No. XIV. 

Page 179. 
Is it poſlible for a perſon, who 


<< ig enabled to bewail his own vile- 


„% neſs, to be aſſured of an intereſt 


in Chriſt, with eternal joy; and 
*© yet not have an aſtoniſhing view 
of the glory, felneſs, and ſutta» 


PIOUS FHOUGHTS. 


e bleneſs of the Mediator, engage 
% ing and conſtraining him to love 


his Saviour, and delight in his 


« ways? And is it poſſible to have 
« ſuch an affecting view of Chriſt 
before regeneration ? ”? | 


N all our reſearches of this na- 

ture, we ſhould ſincerely aim at 
the glory of God, our own growth 
in grace, and the edification of 
others. When this is the caſe, we 
may and ought to pray earneſtly that 
we may be directed in the right way; 
neither ſhould we deſpair of a bleſs- 
ing. With regard to the Query, I 
believe that God 1s often pleaſed 
to condeſcend ſo far as to indulge 
his people with a comfortable view 
of their intereſt in Chriſt, and con- 
ſequently of their eternal glory 
and joy. IT mean a view fo clear 
and evident that they may ſay, ny 
Lord and my God; I am my belowed's 
aud my beloved is nine; who ſhall je- 
farate, Ec. and at the ſame time the 
believer may have a very diſtreſſing 
view of his own vileneſs. I donot 
think there 1s a child of God upon 
earth without the rebellious war- 
ring law in his members. How ne- 
cefiary, aud yet how humbling and 
ſeif-abaſing it is, to ſee the depravi- 
ty of our nature | upon ſome ſeaſons 


the blackueſs and comelineſ may 


appear at the ſame time. Iam of 0- 
pinion that the comeline's 701497 or 
never appears, but the black n61s 535 
alſo in view. A very infiracty? 
contraſt to a follower of Jeſus Chris 
J ſuppoſe Job had a clear evidence 
of the favour of God, as well as che 
Majeſty of Jehovah, when he cried 
out, I abhor myjelf! when the Apo, 
tle breaks forth in that mourntsl 
manner, O awuretched man, c. he 
could thank God for the victory, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. When he 
talks of the incorruptible glory above, 


he points at the corruptible here 1 
an 


f 
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and when he mentions the glorious 
body of Chriſt in Heaven, and the 
Saints likeneſs to him there, he does 
not forget the ve body here. Theſe 
obſervations appear to me very e- 
vident, viz. f | 

The clearer any one doth ſee 
his relation to, and intereſt in Chriſt, 
the more he will ſee and bewail his 
own depravity. 

A perſon may ſometimes have a 
very oppreſſing ſenſe of the preva- 
lency of fin, and at that time his in- 
tereſt in Chriſt much clouded and 
called in queſtion ; yet at thoſe ve- 
ry ſeaſons he may be under the ſav- 
ing and ſanctifying influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

It is poſſible, and perhaps too 
common, for true believers to be 
in ſo ſtupid a frame, that they are 
but little affected with a ſenſe of fin, 


or of the beauty of Chriſt and true 


holineſs. Theſe are ſad ſeaſons, and 


much to be dreaded ; for where 
they be of long continuance the 


Rate of that poor barren ſoul is much 
to be lamented. 

Itis my certain and unſhaken be- 
lief, that a perſon can never be en- 
Iightened, by the Holy Spirit, fo as 
to be aſſured of his intereſt in Chriſt, 
but he will, under the heart purify- 
ing operation of the ſame ſpirit, be- 
wail bitterly the remainder of in- 


dwelling fin. This heart grief and 


ſorrow is quite conſiſtent with ſpi- 
ritual peace and joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt, Tbelieve likewiſe, that where 
this ſorrow and joy really exiſt, the 
_ perſon muſt of neceſlity have an a- 
ſtoniſhing view of the glory, fulneſs, 


and ſuitableneſs of the Mediator, 
his willingneſs, power, and capaci- 


ty to purify entirely and glorify e- 
ternally a worm ſo vile in itſelf. 
This view of things will certainly 


engage the heart to love Jeſus Chrilt 
in the moſt fincere and affectionate 


. manner, and out of love excite to 


yield him cordial, grateful, and 
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chearful obedience, in principle and 


practice. I am confident that it is 
impoſſible to experience theſe things, 
in their transforming and affecting 


manner above noted, before rege- 
neration. Then theſe conſequences 


will follow : 

There may be aſſurance, or ſtrong 
faith, where much corruptions ſtill 
remains unmortified : the Canaa- 
nites will dwell in the land; yet this 
faith purifies the heart, breaths after 
more holineſs, and is in arms a- 
gainſt the Canaanites. | 
That true faith, weak or ſtrong, 
leads not to a looſe unguarded and 
licentious life. Ky 

That the faith which diſpoſes to 
a diſſolute condu@ is not genuine, 
but a molt pernicious deluſion. 

That thoſe who ſay that aſſurance 
leads to licentiouſneſs, do teſtify how 
deſtitute they be of the real experi- 
ence of the true grace of Gd. 

That when a perſon doth love 
Jeſus Chriſt, and depend upon him 
for acceptance with God; when he 
doth hate ſin, love and follow ho- 
lineſs, he may conclude that he is 
born again. | 
That when a perſon doth not ex- 
perience theſe things, he may con- 
clude himſelf to be in a natural ſtate, 
and in the broad way. 

J muſt not enlarge upon this, but 
haſten to : 

Qu ER y II. Vol. I. No. XV, 

Page 200. 
«© AST apprehend that this prac- 
« tice (Family Prayer, c.) is un- 
« faſhionable in our days, is it be- 


„ cauſe this age is ſa much wiſer 


&« than the laſt; or, is it becauſe 
«© we are leſs acquainted with the 
6 life, power, and comfort of that 
« religion which is pure and unde- 
& filed before God ? ?? 


A Query upon ſocial religion in 


the family 1s already well an- 
ſwered, in Vol. II. No. XVIII. 
. page 
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page 36. where it is very juſtly ob- 
ſerved, that when vital religion 
% and the power of godlineſs is up- 
4 on the decline, this ſocial religi- 
« on in the family is almoſt the 
« firſt thing neglected.“ That 
reading a portion of ſcripture to the 
houſhold, and praying with them, 
is not only expedient and profita- 
ble, but an incumbent: daty, is e- 
vidently proved, I think, in that 


anſwer, —That it is very much neg- 


lected, and by ſome profeſſors even 
derided, is a mournful truth, ſo glar- 
ing and (pen that it wants no proof. 
That it was much more in practice 
a century paſt may be eaſily demon- 
ſtrated. Now the Query is, whe- 
ther the preſent race of profeſſors 
Have attained to a ſuperior degree of 
wiſdom above their fathers, or doth 
this negligence proceed from ſome 
other cauſe ? I will not pretend to 
Juſtify every thing in our holy, va- 
hant, and heavenly minded anceſ- 
tors, but I dare ſay, they did imitate 
that great and renowned man, A. 
braham, who, for his eminency, was 


ſtiled, zhe friend of God, and Father 


of the fai:bful, better than their ſuc- 
ceſſors do. He took care to erect 
an altar for Gad in his heuſe , and 
ſet his children and ſervants an ho- 


nourable precedent; how well they 


were trained up in religion may be 
ſeen in the piety and faithfulneſs of 
his chief ſervant. God himſelf, the 
ſearcher of his heart, gives him this 
excellent and exemplary character, 


I know him, that he will command 


his children and his houſhold after 
ſhall Keep the way 
of the Lord &. A glorious teſtimo- 
ny, where the famiiy was ſo nume- 
rous, and many of them ſlaves 
bought with his money : It would 


be well if our countrymen in America 


would lay this example more to 


a> 
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heart, and endeavour to copy after 
it, But alas! we have here, in this 
land of light and peace, many pro- 
feſſing families, that call not upon 
God: will not Cornelius, the Gentile 
officer in the Roman army, riſe up 
in judgment againſt them? He was 
diligent in prayer, and feared God, 
with all his houſe ||, a clear evidence 
what pains he took with his family, 
and that his religion was not con- 
fined to his Tloſet. Perhaps the 
prayerleſs maſters of our families 
would ſoon be offended, were they 
told, that their conduct doth evi- 


dence they are but little acquainted 
with the life, power, and comfort 


of true religion, and that they nei- 
ther fear God, nor regard the ſouls 
of their families. If what 1s already 
obſerved, in the anſwer above- men- 
tioned, is not ſufficient to convince 


them of theirduty, I pray that God 


may, in his mercy, ſhew them the 
right path, and deliver them from 
fatal deceptions. I think it need- 
leſs to add any more that way 
upon the ſubject. However 1 
would beg leave to propoſe a few 
queries to three ſorts of people. 
Firſt, To thoſe who treat the 
point with diſdain, and boldly plead 
it is not their duty, to read the 


ſcripture and pray morning and e- 


vening with their family. 

Do you not preatly, if not en- 
tirely, negle& cloſet prayer, ſell⸗ 
examination, and heavenly con- 


- templation ? Then it is no wonder 


you neglect others? | 
Do you bring up your children 
and ſervants in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? Let con- 
ſcience . anſwer in the preſence of 


God. 


If you do ; pray what method 
do you take with them ? Couſidex 
Well. | 


+ Gen, xii, 7, 8. and xxiv, chap, throughout, & Gen, xvii, 19. || Acts x. 2, Ds 
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Do you take care to bring them 
acquainted with the word of God, 
with their miſery by natare, and 
the abſolute neceſſity of an intereſt 
in Chriſt ? OA 
Do they know very well that you 
pray often, and highly value the 


ſcripture, or have they room to 


conclude you ſeldom, if ever pray? 
Do you oppoſe the practice, be- 


| cauſe you believe in your conſcience 


that it is a fin before God to read 
the word and pray in your family ? 
or do you oppoſe it, becauſe you 
are too indolent to engage in it, 
and too buſy about other concerns 
that better ſuits your taſte ? 
Do you think it to be the work of 
Satan to promote family worſhip, 
but the work of the Holy Spirit to 
demoliſh it, or is it the contrary ? 
Can you, 1n the preſence of God, 
ſay to thoſe under vour care, I am 
clear from your blood? If not, what will 
be the iſſue? 75 
Secondly, To thoſe who believe 


it their duty, but often, if not al- 


ways, neglect it. ; 

Be you fo negligent about the 
affairs of this world as you be about 
the very important concerns of the 
next? Think of it ſeriouſly. 

Do you think reading a chapter 
and prayer would much hinder and 
hurt your ſecular buſineſs ? Did you 
ever tind it ſo ? ls time ſo precious 
that you cannot afford half an hour, 
moruing - and evening for religious 
exerciſes ? 
Do nat ſtrangers, that come ac- 
cidentally into your houſe, wonder 
they find no more religion under 
your roof ? Is this adorning the 
goſpel ? | 

Are you more ſkilful to excuſe 
your negligence than to reform it? 


-How will this turn out at laſt ? 


Thirdly, To thoſe who are willing 
to let up, and carry on this family 
religion, but are too baſhful, and 
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afraid they have not ſufficieut quali- 
fications for it. 

Do you. earneſtly pray in your 
clofet, that you may be enabled to 
diſcharge the duties incumbent up- 
on you as the Governor and Leader 
of a family ? | 
Did you attempt your duty? Do 
it again, and wait for a bleſſing: 
think more about it, read more, and 
converſe more about religion with 
your family. Conſult alſo with ſo- 
lid, pious aid judicious friends that 


are capable of adviſing you. If it is 


a duty, do it as well as you can, 
you will improve. 


June 27, 1762. 


Te Ploughman's Wiſh. 
For the Profeſſion and Practice of True 


Religion, and for Peace and Plenty 
in the Nation, ' 


H A T our gracious Majeſty 

King George the Third may 
have a long and happy reign over 
us. And that his preſent Majeſty 
and all future Kings and Queens 
may be nurſing fathers, and nurfin; 
mothers to the church of Chriſt, 


„ Ha, xux- 23 


That all great men may grow 
good men, and in all reſpeQs behave 
accordingly. John ili. 11. 

T hat every individual perfon uſe 
their beſt endeavours to reform them- 
ſelves and others. 2 Kings xxili. 3- 

That our officers may be peace 
and our exactors righteouſneſs. %a. 
In 27. ; 

That every man endeavour to 
fear God and honour the King 1 Pet, 
ii. 17. | 
That all party intereſt and oppo- 
ſition, both in religious principles, 


and national concerns, be aboliſhed 


and not come into future remem- 
brance. Acts ix. 31. Hſal. exxxiii. 
I, 2s 3. * 2 


D 
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That all the officers in the army 
and navy be clad in Chriſtian ar- 
mour, and learn themſelves, and 
teach others under their care, the 
Chriſtian exerciſe and diſcipline. 
Ephe/. vi. 11, 16, 17. | 
That the heads of the Colleges 
and Halls, be men truly fearing 
God and hating covetouſneſs; and 
that they yearly hold an aſſembly in 


London, for inſpecting the faith and 


manners of the clergy, and for de- 
termining all differences, &:c. Exod. 
xviii. 21. Eph. v. iii. 

That the ſaid heads take care of, 
and promote the ſtudy of true reli- 
gion, and order thoſe, under their 


care, who learn Latin, Greek, and 
Hebrew, to read only the bible and 


teſtament, and other books in theſe 
languages which treat of ſound di- 
vinity, and no heathen authors what- 
ever; and to teach the youth under 
their care the principles of true re- 
ligion, and admit none into holy 
orders but ſuch as can ſay the creed, 
the ten commandments, the Lord's 
prayer and thirty-eight articles of 
religion, in the vulgar tongue, with- 
out book. (the middle article to be 
expunged) 2 Tim. iii. 15. Col. ii. 8. 

That the clergy, for the future, be 
all on a level, and have no head 
over them but their ſpiritual head, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and their 
temporal head, the King of Great- 
Britain. Col. i. 18. Ephe/. i. 22, 
Rom. xiii. 6. 

That no miniſter have any more 
livings than one, and that he preach 
twice, at leaſt, every Lord's day. 
Rev. i. 20. Adts xx. 7. 

That double honour and reſpect 
be given to thoſe miniſters who 
preach and walk according to goſ- 
pel order. 1 Tim. v. 17. 

That religion may grow into 
faſhion, and immorality, and luke- 
warmneſs, out of faſhion. 1 Pet. 5 
14. Rev. iii. 16. | | 
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That every one who is by profeſ. 
fion a Chriſtian, may be found to be 
ſuch really in faithand practice, and 
behave in love and charity to each 
other. 2 Net. 1, 5, 8, 7, 8. 

That every man be contented 
with his own wife, and every wo- 
man, with her own husband, and 
both join in taking of a particular 
care in the education of their chil. 
dren. 1 Cor. vii. 2, 3, 4. Eph. vi. 4. 

That all poor people be {et to 
work, and paid in caſh, and ſo kept 
from idleneſs and begging, &c. 
Prov. xiv. 21. | 

That there be no perſon ſuffered 
to curſe and ſwear, nor continue in 
the alehouſes, or in the ſtreets in 
ſermon time. P/al. cix. 28. Exod, 
XX. 8. 5 

That the ſpiritual laws, for the 
future, be all taken from the ſcrip- 
ture, and all unſcriptural laws be put 
on ſhipboard and tranſported to that 
land where the King of Portugal 


ſent the Jeſuits, to which of good 


right they did belong. Fal. xix. 
7, 8. Ads xix. 38, 39. 

That peace may be reſtored in 
general, and the nations not learn 
war any more. Ja. xxiv. 4. 

That the prophecy of Iſaiah may 
be fulfilled, of the Wolf and Lamb 
feeding together. (the perſecutor 
and profeſſor living in peace. Ja. 
„ | 

That the broad way may be un- 
frequented, and the narrow way 
thronged with paſſengers. Maith, 
vi. 13. | 
That Zion may not only travail, 
but bring forth children, even a na- 
tion at once; as the Lord will aſſiſt 
to the birth, and the delivery allo. 
And that this long expected day 
may appear in the preſent age. Amen, 
Laa. Ixvi. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13; 
of | 
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To the Editors of the Spiritual 


Magazine, 
Gentlemen, 


ficial to all lovers of Chriſtianity, aud 


you will much oblige your conflant 


reader, aud humble ſervant, 
Cold: Aſhby, "  T. &. 
A SONG ts creating Wiſdom. 


*, Thee the creation ſings ; 


With thy loud name, rocks, hills, 


and ſeas, 


And Heaven's high palace rings.” 


Place me on the bright wings of day, 
To travel with the ſun ; | 

With what amaze ſhall J ſurvey 
The wonders thou haſt done. 


Thy hand how wide it ſpreads the 


IK, 
How glorious to behold, | 
Ting'd with a blue of heav'nly dye, 
And ftarr'd with ſparkling gold. 


There thou haſt bid the globes of 


: light, 
Their endleſs circles run, 
There the pale planet rules the night, 
And day obeys the ſun, 
Downward I turn my wond'ring eys, 
On clouds and ftorms below, 


Thoſe under regions of the skies 


Thy num'rous glories ſhow. 


The noiſy winds ſtand ready there 
Thy orders to obey, 

With ſounding. wings, they ſweep 

| the air, 

To make thy chariot way, 

There like a trumpet, loud and 

ſtrong, 

Thy thunder ſhakes our coaſt, 


Wbile the red light'nings wave along 


The banners of thine hoſt. 
On the thin air, without a prop, 
Hang fruitful ſhowers around, 


Ternal wiſdom thee we praiſe, 


At thy command, they ſink and drop 
Their fatneſs on the ground, 


| Now to the earth I bend my ſony, 
Pleaſe to inſert the following lines in 
your uſeful miſcellany, as highly bene- 


And caſt my eyes abroad, 
Glancing the Britiſh iſles along; 
Bleſt iſles, confeſs your God! 


How did his wond'rous skill array, 
| Your fields in charming green 
A thouſand herbs his art diſplay, 
A thouſand flowers between. 


Tall oaks for future navies grow, 
Fair Albion's beſt defence, 

While corn and vines rejoice below, 
Thoſe luxuries of ſenſe. | 


The bleating flocks his paſture feeds; 
And herds of larger ſize, 
That bellow through the Liddian 
meads, f ö 
His bounteous hands ſupplies. 


We ſee the Thames careſs the ſhores, 
He guides the ſilver flood; 


While angry Severn ſwells and roars, 


Vet hears the Ruler God. 


The rolling mountains of the deep, 
Obſerve his ſtrong command, 


His breath can raiſe the bijlows ſteep 


Or ſink them to the ſand, 


Amidſt thy watry kingdoms, Lord, 
The finny nations play, 

And ſcaly monſters, at thy word, 
Ruſh through the northern ſea. 


Thy glories blaze, all nature round 
And ftrike the wond'ring fight, 
Through skies and ſeas, and ſolid 

| round, 
With terror and delight. 


Infinite ſtrength and equal skil! 
Shine through the worlds abroad, 


Our ſouls with vaſt amazement fill, 


And ſpake the Builder God. 


But the vaſt beauties of thy grace, 
Our ſofter paſſions move, 


Pity divine, in Jeſus face, 


We ſee, adore, and love, 


22 Mercy 
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Mercy and Truth met together. 


MID ST ten thouſand wand- 

| ring thoughts, 

That daily crowd the mind, 

My God diſcerns ten thouſand faults, 
And yet my God how kind! 


Conſcious of fin, Pm drown'd in 
uilt, 
And here I ſhould remain, 
But Chriſt applies the blood he ſpilt, 
Aud makes my conſcience clean. 


Juſtice requires in ſtricteſt terms, 

A perfect righteouſneſs, 
And dooms th' offender to the 
| flames, h 

As if there Were no grace. 


The Lax can no abatement make, 
For he that fins muſt die, 
But Chriſt can peace and pardon 

ſpeak, : 
His blood can juſtify. 


Mercy flows like the rolling ſeas, 
Unbounded by the ſhores ; | 
It comes oꝰer fins that reach the skies, 

And heals ten thouſand ſores. 


It flows as fully and as free, 
As if no Laab had place; 
And thus the Attribur's agree 


To fave the choſen race. 
N. W. 


Old Things are paſſed away. 


HE genuine fruit of grace 
beg un, | 


Is love to precious Chriſt ; 
Old things are paſs' away and gone, 
When he becomes our Prieft, 


Though once our hearts delir'd to 


know, 
Novght but the ways to Hell, 
Yet weerett a Heilel now, 
Where God delights 10 dwell, 
Naked and perithing we fiy, 
To th? arms of ſov'reign love; 
Our prayers mere conſtant than the 
day, | 
Mate ſuit in courts above. 


 Defid in lip, corrupt in heart, 


Es TRY, 


No more for works that we have D 
8 done, | | 
We hope to be forgiv'n; „ 


The Law condemns us e'ery one, 


And bars us out of Heaven, 


But when the voice of Jeſus? blood, 

Comes whiſpering from the skies, T 
Our ſouls adore a pard*ning God, 

And hail the ſacrifice! 


Thy courts, O Lord, are now che | 


beſt, 
And there we love to meet : S 
*T1s Jeſus welcomes every gueſt, He 
And makes the banquet ſweet, 


N. w. Nl. 

The Language of a ſenſible Soul 
in No 
ON G have I ſat in ſhades of 
Night, * 


Encompaſs'd round with fears, 
Nor ſcarce a ſtar of heavenly light, T 
In all my paths appears. | 


My monſtrous fins, a numerous hoſt! Cor 
Impede my way to Heaven; f 

And 'tis in vain, my ſoul would truſty 
Thoſe fins are all forgiven, Tis 
I'm bound in chains of unbelief, A 
And deſtin'd to the goal, Anc 
Where captives mourn without re- 1 
lief, | 


And pains afflict the ſoul. 


« When awful Majeſty proclaims, 
„The chaſtening is but juſt, 

Thea | confeſs how vile I am, 
And fink beneath the duſt.” 


My foul reflects with bitter ſighs, 
How baſe my ways have been, 
And owus the Lord may well chaſ- 
tile, 
A wretchthat's ſo unclean. 


And all my life impure, 
What can I once expect but ſmart, 
And wounds beyond a cure ? 

Ee 


Dear 


ET Rr. 


Dear * d, affor d a ſoy'reign balm, 


And heal my ſore diſeaſe, 
Let fair ſereneneſs and a calm 
Bid all my troubles ceaſe. 


N. W. 


The chequer'd Life of a real 
Chriſtian, 2M 


'm loſt when Icount o'er my ſtate, 
What once I was, and what I'm 
now, | 
How I defire my fins to hate, 
Yet how theſe reign, and triumph 
too. 
In nature's dungeon once I lay, 
Faſt bound in chains of heavieſt 
weight, 5 
Nor &er deſir'd one heavenly ray, 
But hugg'd my chains and choſe 
the night. 
But now mine eyes have ſeen the 
ſun, 75 — 
That glorious light, whoſe heaven- 
Oc. 
Convert my ſoul, condemn my fin, 


And all my doubts diſſolve in 


praiſe. 


Tis through this light that I behold 
A wee las odious beaſts of prey, 

And armies, yet unſeen, I'm told, 
Threaten to ſtop me in my way, 


[ dread their ſpite, while in this clime, 
And fear I ſhan't reſiſt their will; 
Vait are the trials ty'd to time, 
And all my thoughts confuſion ſtill. 


Clouds and thick darkneſs veil my 


eyes, 

Yet with the Saints J truſt I ſhare; 
But &er I reach eternal joys, 

A thouſand deaths and bonds I 


fear. 5 
Lord raiſe my ſoul, by faith, to view, 
The glories of the upper sky; 
Where mirth, unmix'd, 1s ever new, 
And praiſe celeſtial as the day. 


June 16, 1762, N. W. 


125 
To the Editors of the SpIRIT VAR 
MAGAZIxE. | 
Gentlemen, 


The following Ode (wrote by a young 
Gentleman who lived in Hampſhire, 
and ſome time ago deceaſed) is pre- 
ſented to your readers, by . 

Your Correſpondent, | 

| | W. B. 


The Barr, or RAT TIER-Mousx, 
An 0 0 © 


hing fowl, and cresping things 
praije ye the Lord. Pſal. exlviii. . o. 


| All things ſpeat a God; but in 
| the ſmall, - i 
Men trace out him. 


Night Thoughts, No. g. 


Thus while the meaner creatures Ang, 
Ze mor tals take the ſound. 


atis, Hor. Lyr. 


Ature thro? all her variated 
plan, 5 | 
Yields conſtant pleaſure to the en- 
gquiring man, 
Bright ſcenes of wonder riſing ever 
new, 
In an unbounded proſpect to his 
view. 
Take thy perſpective, man, ſur- 
vey the ſtars, 
The fixed planets, and the dancing 
ſpheres, 
All in their orbits regularly roll, 
In fields of æther, round the ſteddy 
ole, | 
Up ee. unmeaſurable ſpace the 
CCC 
Beyond the ſtricteſt ken of well affiſt- 
ed eyes. 
Dive to the bottom of the deep pro- 
| found, | 
Where world's of water compaſs thee. 
around; 
Where ſmaller fiſh, and larger mon- 


ſters play, . 


— — 
”_ * 

A 
— * 
ot 


— 
R 


— 
5 
; . - 
an W "EA . - — n 0 
— * 2 — — SNK 1 2 — = — — — — — 
oe — — — gu — — 
— FP = 5 y —_— > 
2 — . 
- * — — 0. * — — Parr rn ———— hops geen 
. — » a 4 - — 0 y 0 «A = 2 1 a -- 
ESD Bio a ar RC "IE ia Ez - — 6 * 3 


126 oö ET RN. 2 


Arbouſand fathom from the open- 
ing day; i 
Where earth's foundations well ce- 
mented lis, 
Firm as the pillars of the eee 
Deck with the ſun's bright morn- 
beams thy robe, 
And fly 15 him thy circuit round 
the globe; 


Borne on a wt eaſt wind purſue 


thy-w 
Croſs the broad . and more ex- 
tenſi ve ſea. 
India's and Ophir's golden mines 
explore, 


Freight thee with myſteries bro't 
a. trom every more 


From earth, and ait thy grand col- 
| lection bring. 

Devouring beaſt, and fow! of every 
wing, 

Then gather” all theſe miracles di- 
vine, 

To form one aniverſal magazine. 

Wonder, and that Almighty name 
adore, 

That form'd the creatares by his 
matchleſs power; 


reign nod, 


And lives and reipns the ſelf-ſuffici- 
ent God. 


Faſt as thy knowledge let thy plea- 


fure riſe, 
Lex) joy increaſe with every new ſur- 
prize; 
Solace thy growing mind, and pleaſe 
| thy fight, 
The wonderous Batt ſhall yield thee 
freſh delight ; 


The flying Patt by heavenly wiſ- 


dom made, 

Tutns night to day, and day-light 
into ſhade. 

Soon as the glorious k ours of day 
are run, 

einge his flight, his dawning is 
begun: 

Exults in ſhining midnight, and as 
ſoon, 


Shuns the dark ſun-bearbs, and the 
ſhades of noon; 
Retires fo reſt and leaves the dark. 


ſome day, 
Kor men to labour, and ſor lambs to 
, plays + 
Vet here a more uncommon myſ. 
4 tery lies, | 
Walks with his wings, and with 
his legs he ffies. 


Norten Pal gute, June 17, 1762. 
On the Death of a favourite 


Bird. 


OOR Dickey's gone, ſweet 
£ ſong ter, now no more 

In pleaſing ſongs he'l} * his Ma- 
ker's power 

Ne more his praiſe in tuneful ac- 
cents ſi 

Earth's univerſal Lord, and Hea- 
ven's eternal King. 

That mighty God, who ſpread the 


=thereal frame, 


Whoform'd the ſtars, and calls then 


all by name ; 


| Who made « Gy ſun, chat ſhining 
Who governs all things with a ſove- 


- . world of light, 
The ſun that rules the day, and 
moon the night. 


The whole creation roſe at his com- 


mand, 

And all's ſupported by his mighty 
hand; 

To him the feathered choir their 
praiſes bring, 

Who form'd them by his power, and 
taught them how to ſing. 

How did the little ſongſter ſweetly 
raiſe 

His artleſs notes to his Creator's 
praiſe ? 

The warbling- notes long dwelt up- 

on his tongue, 


Whilſt Dick, with active wings, 


flew upwards, as he ſung. 
The tender maſter, with indulgent 
| care, 


EN Aud 
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And liberal hand, apes daily 
fare; 
The Miſtreſs fond, with pleaſing 
| care was ſeen 
To give poor Dickey food, and 
ſpread the verdant green. 


While in 9h houſe the little ſong- 


ſter hung, 
Long tun'd their care, with his un- 
wearied tongue. 
But, now, behold, proſtrate poor 
Dickey hes, 
Now nevermore to fing, nor ever- 
more to rile, 
Shall little birds to God their voices 
raiſe ? | 
And not the Saints? H ”_ they no 
ſongs of praiſe ? 
O may my ſoul to God thank offer- 
ings bring, 
And on the wings ot faith, fly up- 
wards as J ling. 
Sing how eternal love a Saviour 
chole, 
To raiſe poor ſinners from the depth 
of woes; 
Bid's awful juſtice draw its dreadful 
ſword, 
Go, ſmite the man, my fellow, ſaith 
the Lord. 
ding matchleſs love that nail'd him 
to the tree, 
Who bled and groan'd, and dy'd tor 
ſuch as me! 
ding how the rebels chat deſerv'd to 
die, 
Are pardon'd here, and rais'd to joys 
| on high : 
To ſprings of pleaſure, that will 
never dry, 
Where troubles are no more, and 
death itſelf thall die. 
Here all creation's ſilent. Birds may 
raiſe 
Their feeble notes, to their crea- 
tors praiſe. 
The angelic hoſt, in bliſsful realms 
above. 
Not for themſelves, can ſing — 
ing love; 


'Tis man alone, poor fallen man may 
praiſe, 
F or pard'ning mercy, and redeem 
ing grace. 
May this he my delightfal work be- 


low, 


And when Pve travelled the difert | 


through, 


May thy woes hand, O God, then 


© me o'er 

Jordan? 8 Wr flood, to Canaan's 
heavenly Mare. 

There pleaſures in perfection will 
be known, : 

There all the Saints will meet a- 

round the throne, 
With ſinleſs, ceaſeleſs, endleſs \ 
ſongs,to make thy glory knawy 


A Song of praiſe and thanksgiving allepiad © to 
the c 2 Juch as haue þeen ,deprived of 
ſpecial mercies and priviledges, and pra 
ing for the return thereof, baue receiu 


gracious and ſpeedy anſwer. 


1 matchleſs wiſdom heavenly K ing, 
Marſhals the whole creation's frame 
We would attempt thy praiſe to ſing 
In our moſt worthy Saviaqur's name. 


Our ſouls would magnify.the Lord,, 
The Lord in whom our help is found, 
For he alone is richly ſtor d, 
With ſov? reign balm for every wound. © 


Although his providential voice, 
Did lately call us for to mourn, 
Yet now, we hope, we may rejoice, 
In what our God for us hath done, 


Though he in wiſdom faw it juſt, 
That we of late ſhould feel his rod, 

Yet he, rememb'ring we were duſt, 
Did ſhew the pity of a God. 


Thou heard'ſt our voice, thou King of 
Heav'n, 
When we did call upon thy name z 
Yea, and before the ſtroke was given, 
Thou did'ft prepare to hell the ſame, 


Thy wiſdom, and thy grace we fing, 
Thy love and pity all divine; 

Thy counſels thou to paſs doft bring. 
No foe can fruſtrate thy deſign. 


Now Lord aſſiſt us to improve, 
Whilſt we enjoy the means of grace; 
Shew us freſh tokens of thy love, 
Through Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of 
peace. 
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Gentlemen, 


Zy inſerting the following Verſes ü occæſioned by the under written Lines obſerve 
in the Parlour Window, at the White Horſe in Cold- Abby, you will oblige, 


Your Conſtant Reader, 


Cold- 4ſpby. 


ee Diftruſt and darkneſs of a future ſtate, 
« Makes poor mankind ſo fearful of their fate; 
« Death in itſelf is nothing, but we fear, | 
* To be we know not what, we know not where.“ 


T thy command I meekly yield And can't I truſt ? when loos'd from 


| My body to the auſt 
Jeſus ! I fly to thee alone, 
And know in whom I truſt. 


f Fix thou the time (the time is fix' d- 


In the divine decree) | 
Call, when the time is fully come, 
And I will anſwer thee. 


My fleſh and ſoul to thee I've giv'n 
In their united ftate, _ 

And ſhall I e' er diſtruſt the Lord, 
With each when ſeparate! 


J claim thy promiſe here below, 
To dwell always with me, | 
And ſhan't Itruſt the word that ſays, 
% Where I am thou ſhalt be“? 


The glorious Angels flood prepar'd 


Soon as the beggar dy'd , 
His parting ſpirit 10 convey, 

To faithſul Abraham's fide. 
Thoſe morning ſtars, thro? all my 
| way, ; 
Have been my daily guard ; 


Jh xiv. 3 


PUOE TRY, 


To the ProPRIEToRs of the SPIRITUAL MaGaAzine, 


T. 8. 


clay, 
They'll bear me to my Lord. 


Soon as cold death hath clos'd my 
4 eyes, 
Thoſe radiant ſons of light, 
Are preſent to my mental view, 
Oh ! what a glorious ſight. 


They'll bear me up, with friendly 
hands, , 
To regions yet unknown ; 
And wafting o'er zthereal ftrands, 
Preſent me at thy throne, 


How glorious is thy gift of faith, 
That chears the darkſome tomb, 

And on the grave of noiſome death, 
Can ſhed a rich perfume. 

Glorious that faith! that bears the 

ſoul 

Above deſponding fear, 

Joying to reach the heavenly goal, 
And longing to be there. 


+ Luke xvi. 22. 


ed 


ny 


ral times along a cloſe 


PloUS THOUGHTS. 
Mornings Excurſion into the 


Coun try improved. 


LETTER VE. 
Dear Correſpondent, 


Am now at the very agreeable 
ſeat of my very worthy friend 
Eugenio; where buſineſs and ircli- 
nation will fix me for a few weeks. 
The laſt evening we had a moſt 
pleaſing ramble. I have met with 
nothing more agreeable ſince I left 
town, and loſt your improving com- 
pany. | 
«© Then was the ſun in weſtern ca- 
dence low, 

* From noon ; and gentle airs, due 
| at their hour, 

& To fan the Earth, then wak'd, to 

_ uſher in 
«© The Ev'ning cool, +” 


At this juncture, Eugenio invited 
me to take the air. Remote from 
the village; hid from every eye, 


and the whole world withdrawn 


from our view, we walked ſeve- 
ſhady 
alley, arched with a thick and al- 
molt impenetrable foliage of leaves, 
Turning ſhort at the end, we enter- 
ed a parallel range of majeſtic and 
uniformly-ſpreading oaks. The beau- 
tiful colour, the large trunks of 
thoſe lordly trees, their very diffu- 
fve ſpread, added to their prodigi- 
ous height, gave them an air of 
uncommon dignity, It ſwells the 
imagination with vaſt ideas, and en- 
tertains us with a romantic kind of 
delight, to expatiate amidſt ſuch 
huge columns, and under ſuch ſu- 
perb elevations of living architec- 
ture, | 

Emerging from our gloomy fitu- 
ation, where we ſeemed like Monks 


1 Milton, 


= 6 


129 
ſtroling in their cloyſters, we, at 
once, found ourſelves upon a walk 
covered with the neateſt gravel; and 
not a weed to be ſeen, nor ons 
ſpire of graſs, through the whole 
extended ſurface, It ſtole into a 
continual aſcent; yet ſo very gradu- 
ally, that the rite was ſcarce diſcern- 
able, either by the ſearching eye, 
the toiling feet, or the panting 
breath. At the extremity a hand- 
ſome ſum mer-houſe ſhewed a flightof 
ſteps, and half a Venetian door. The 
reſt of the building was hid by the 
cluſtering branches. Advancing to- 
wards the apartment, our ſurpriſe 
and ſatisfaction was greatly aug- 
mented, when we caſt our eyes back- 
wards, and beheld the beautiful 
meads, which from the foot of this 
elegant mount, ſtretch themſelves 
into a ſpace almoſt unmeaſvrable. 

Admiring this extenſive vale, 
which was decked with the fineſt 
verdure, and repleniſhed with the 
richeſt herbage ; ata great diſtance, 


I beheld a river rolling its copious 


flood in a thouſand ſerpentine me- 
anders, as though it had loſt its 
way in the flowery labyrinth, or 
made repeated efforts of flowing 
back to its ſource. Struck with this 
auguſt and magnificent appearance; 
J could not avoid pouring out my 
whole ſoul in thoſe emphatical lines 
of a great author, 


« God of all worlds! ſource and 
ſapreme of things 
« From whom all life, from whom 
duration ſprings ! 
Intenſe, O let me for thy plory 
burn, M7 
Nor freitleſs view my days and 
months return, | 
„% Give me with wonder at thy 
works to glow, 
„% To graſp thy viſion, and thy 
truths to know: 
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Ober time's tempeſtuous ſea to 


reach the ſhore, - 
« And live, and ſing, where time 
ſhall be no. more. „ 


It is impoſſible, Sir, for my pen to 
paint to you the matchleſs beauties 
of nature in this delightful ſeaſon, 
of which I am every day the aſtoniſh- 
ed ſpectator! I often, with eager 
view, ſurvey the extenſive proſpect, 
and wander over all the magnifi- 
cence of things, charmed with the 
endleſs variety of graceful objects 
and noble ſcenes! each ſoliciting 
my chief regard—every one worthy 
of my whole attention—all conſpir- 
ing to touch the heart with a min- 
gled tranſport of gratitude, and of 
joy. I have ſeveral times lately at 
the approach of ſober eve, 


6c when vernal airs, 

« Breathipg the ſmell of field and 
grove, attune : 

4 The trembling leaves.“ . 


ſtole away from company and con- 
verſat ion, ſoſtly to tread the graſſy 
path, and liſten to the melodious 
woe of the Nizh:ingale's ſong. I am 
more than ever convinced that art 
is dim-ſighted in her plans, and de- 
fective even in her moſt elaborate 
eſſays; and that nature, or rather 
nature's ſublime AUTHOR, 1s 
indeed a deſigner, and a workman 
that need not be aſhamed ft. His eye 
ſtrikes out ten thouſand elegant 
models, and his touch executes them 
all with the niceſt ſkill, and inimi- 
Sometimes at a 
conſiderable diſtance I ſurvey the 
hills, thoſe ſtupendous and majeſtic 
elevations of the earth, which, like 


+ Milton 
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grand amphitheatres ariſe, and ſcem 
ro lend their amazing ridges as a 
baſis to ſupport Heaven's Wide-ex- 
panded arch! here I view the moun- 


tains lift their brows, or penetrate 


the clouds with their afpiring peaks, 


Great and aſtoniſhing are the opera- 


tions of thy hand, Lord God Al. 
mighty, multiplied even to a prodi. 
gy ! yet in wiſdom, the moſt con- 
ſummate wiſdom haſt thou made 
them all !--what is nature, but a 
ſeries of wonders, and a fund of 
delight ! 


The Kitchen Garden adjoining to 


the very genteel box where I reſide, 
preſents us with a vaſt variety of 
benefits. The Orchard, contiguous 
thereto, is juſt now all fair, and 


ruddy, and bowing down beneath 


its own delicious burthen ; this gives 
us freſh demonſtrations of our 
CREATO R's kindneſs ; regales 
us, firſt, with all the delicacies of 


Summer-fruits ; next, with the more 


laſting ſucceſſion of au/umnal dainties. 
How lavifh is nature of her boun- 
ties ! how highly does ſhe charm 


the eye, pleaſe the taſte, and attract 


the ſmell ! what exhalations ſo rich 
as thoſe which embalm my morning 
and evening walks“? Yonder I ſee 
agroveof Tulips, and a knot of Pink, 
on the right ſide of the room where 
I am writing, a choice collection of 
Carnaticns captivate every eye with 
a noble ſpread of graces, and charm 
another tenſe with a profuſion of 
exquiſite odours ; while a few Ra- 
nunculus's all bold and graceful, ex- 
pand the riches of their foliage, and 
acquire, by degrees, the lovelieſt en- 
amel in the world.—The left hand 
window commands a proipect truly 


1 2 Tim. Th 15. | \ 


* The twining Feſjemin, and the bluſhing Roſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe; 


The ſwelling Tub'roſe, and Jonquil declare, 
The ſtronzer impulle of an e ning air. 


PR IOR's Sol, 


delighfal! 
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delightful! I am ſtruck with a pleaſ- 
ing aſtoniſhment, while beholding 
thoſe ſtores of mellow treaſure; the 
downy Peach, and the poliſhed Plumb, 


the muſky Apricot, and the juicy Pear, 


with the Cherry, and its coral pen- 
dants plowing through lattices of 
green, 


TE: and dark, 
« Beneath her ample leaf, the luci- 
ous Fig.” Milton. 


Oh the goodneſs, the exuberant 
goodneſs of God! man! how great- 
ly art thou beloved by thy Creator, 
thou darling of Providence! Fehovah 
ofeneth his hand and filleth all things 
living with plenteouſneſs, Nature! 
what a cabinet of curioſities ; what 
a rich and inexhauſtible Magazine; 
what an ample volume, and every 
paze rich with ſacred hints ! 


«Theſe are thy glorious works, pa- 
rent of good, 
« Almighty | Thine this univerſal 
frame, | 
« Thus wond'rous fair! thyſelf 
how wond'rous then!” 
Milton 


ho can paint 

“Like nature? Can imagination 
boaſt, | 

* Amid his gay creation, hues like 
theſe ? 

“ And can he mix them with that 
matchleſs skill, 

* And lay them on fo delicately fine, 


„ And loſe them in each other, as 


appears 
In every bud that blows ? 
Thomp/en's Spring. 
| © —Thou ſitt'ſt above all Heav'ns, 
To us inviſible or dimly ſeen 
* In theſe thy loweſt works; yet 
| theſe declare on. 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, 
and pow'r divine.“ 
Miltin. Book 5. 


1 Pſal, cxxxiii, 1. 
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Bat I correct myſelf for thus heed- 
leſsly roving from the ſubject I had 
principally in view when I firſt ſat 
down to write. Excuſe me, dear 
Sir, at this time, for my prolix in- 
troduction; or . for ſurniſhing the 
ſide board more copiouſly than the 
table. I flatter myſelf you are not 
ſo covetous, as to deſire a tranſerip- 
tion of my journal in my preſent un- 
ſettled ſituation. I therefore forbear, 
that, at my return to town, a diſtint 
relation of my rural expedition, may 
render our perſonal interview more 
highly agreeable. 
In my late morning's excurſions 


when, rifing with the dawn, I firok 


led into the fragrant air, and dewy 
fields, I remember I was not a little 
delighted at the view of a confide- 
rable collection of the Heating tribe. 
They were inclos'd in a pretty am- 
ple ſpot, which appeared to pro- 


duce a great plenty of paſturage. 


Some were couchant; others nib- 
bling the tender production of the 
round; while a few little lambs, 
fricking by the ſides of their grave 
and venerable matrons, and now and 
then breaking upon the filent air 
in ſhrill and infantile accents, pre- 
ſenting to mea ſtriking view of inno- 
cence and love, and not a little in- 
creaſed my inclination for a country 
1 
2 very ſhort pauſe was ſufficient 
to furniſh me with a few reflections 
upon this pleaſing, fruitful ſubject. 
What amity appears to reign be- 
tween theſe tenants of the dewy 
lawn! notwithſtanding they are fo 
very numerous, they ſeem to belong 
to one family; they live amicably 
and ſociably together; not the leaſt 
diſſention is ever to be diſcerned. 
Pretty emblem this, of thoſe bre- 
thren, whoſe conſtant endeavour it 


is 70 dwell together in unity f. There 


are modes in religion, which admitof 
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variation, without prejudice to ſound 
faith, or real holineſs. Be it ſo then, 
that 1a ſome points of inconſiderable 
conſequence, we beg leave to differ 
from ſeveral of our Chriſtian Bre- 
tbren. What! though we vary in 
pun#ilios, if we harmonize in prin- 
ciples, ſhall we not join in converſa- 
tion, and intermingle intereits ? 
How extremely unbecoming and 
injudicious it is, in theſe circum- 
ſtances, to diſcover the leaſt eſtrange- 
ment of behaviour, or to cheriſh 
the leaſt alienation of affection? If 
any /irife ſubſiſts, if any ambition, for 
ſuperiority ſhould fire our boſoms, 
let this be the /r:/e, this the ambili- 
on, who ſhall follow our divine Maſ- 
ter moſt cloſely in humility of heart, 
and unblameableneſs of lIife—who 
Mall ſerve one another moſt readily, 
in all the kind offices of a cordial 
friendſhip. Thus ſhall we be united, 
though diſtinguiſped united in the 
ſame grand fundamentals, though 
diſtinguiſned by ſome ſmall circum- 
ſtantials—united in one important 
bond of brotherly love, though diſ- 
ting uiſned by ſome ſlighter peculia- 


ritiet of ſentiment. I ſay not, my 


dear friend, but that it is our incum- 
bent duty, 70 contend earneſtiy for the 
aith which wwas once delivered to the 


Jaints +. I deny not, but 27 is good to 


be zealouſly affetted always in a good 
thing ||. I readily acknowledge, we 


ought always to be ready to give an 


anſwer to every man that aſteth us a 
reaſon of the hope that is in us; but 
Jet prudence, mixed with religion, 
direct it with Meekne/s and Fear 1. 


Between Chriſtians, whoſe judg- 


ments diſagree only in reſpect of a 
ferm of prayer, or manner of wor- 
ſhip, there is no more 2/ential dif- 
ference, than between flowers that 
blow from the ſame kind of ſeed, 
but happen to be ſomewhat diverſi- 


+ Jude 3. | Gal. iv, 18. f Pet. iii, 15. 9 Matt. x. 16, 
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fied in the mixture of their colours, 
Whereas, if the moſt important doc. 
trines of the goſpel are denied, and 
errors advanced, unhappily deroga. 
tory to the great Redeemer's digni. 
ty, and not a little prejudicial to the 
comfort of his people; againſt theſe 
to remonſtrate, beſpeaxs not the 
cenſorious bigot, but the friend if 
truth, and the lover of mankind, 
To ſtand neuter and filent, while ſuch 
principles are propagated, would 


certainly be an inſtance of criminal 


remiſſneſs, rather than of Chriſtian 
moderation. Let us then, dear sir, 
aſſiduouſly endeavour, to be ae as 
ſerpents and harmie/s as do ves F. Let 
us acknowledge, love, and ſtrive to 
imitate, whatever is truly excellent 
and amiable in our opponents; let 
us not fail to maintain a tender com- 
paſſion for them, nor ceaſe to watt 
up the moſt earneſt interceſſions in 
their benalf; thus ſhould we cordial- 
ly join in heart and prayer, though 
we chuſe not, we dare not ſubſcribe 
their creed. | 

I cannot, in this place, omit 
man the fleecy garments in 
which theſe innocent creatures are 
clad. —Garments, which, when left 
by them, are wore by Kings, and 
had in admiration by the honoura- 
ble of the earth. What is there ſo 
very enamouring, O ye. admirers of 
a coſtly are/s, in an embroidered weſturt, 
to trail along the ground, or even 
in a robe of the richeſt dyes ? Why 
do ye thus diſcover a poor, con- 
temptible, groveling taſte, by be- 
ing delighted with ſilken finery, and 
making the attributes of a ſheep or 
butterfly the 24¼ of your affections? 
Who can forbear eee, with 
ſome degree of ſorrow, on the t00 
prevailing humour of being find and 
o/tentatious of a ſplendid ſuit! what 
an abje& and miſtaken ambition 1 


this! 
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this ! how unworthy the dignity of 
immortal, and the wvi/dom of rational 
beings ! go cloath thyſelf with pur- 
ple and fine linen ; trick thyſelf up 


- inall the gay attire, that the ſhuttle 


or the needle can furniſh : yet know, 


to the mortification of thy vanity, - 


that the nativeelegance of acommon 
daiſy *, eclipſes all this elaborate fine- 
ry. Nay, wert thou decked like 
ſome illuſtrious Prince/5, on her co- 
ronation-day, in all the ſplendor of 


royal apparel ; couldeſt thou equal 


even Solomon, in the heighth of his 


grandeur and glory ? Vet muſt thou 
de beholden to the cloathing of this 


mean creature, or to that animal, 
that /þins her ſoft, her ſhining, her 
exquiſitely fine fi/ken thread; whoſe 
matchleſs manufactures lend an or- 
nament to grandeur, and make 
Royalty itſelf mcre magnificent. 
Scorn then to borrow thy recom- 
mendations from a neat diſpoſitionof 
threads, and a curious arrangement 
of colours. Aſſume a becoming 
oreatn2is of temper—Let thy en- 


dow ments be of the immortal kind 


—Study to be all glorious within— 
Be cloathed with humility—Wear 


the ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſpirit : ina word, put on the Lord 


Jeſus Chri/? 4 : If his blood is ſprink- 
led upon thy conſcience, it will be 


_ whiter than the virgin ſnows, or the 


pureſt wool : If his righteouſne/s, 
like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy inner 
man, thou wilt appear amiable, even 
in the moſt diſtinguiſhing eye of 
God : If his bleſſed /p:rie dwell in 


thy heart, under his ſanctifying o- 


perations, thou ſhalt be made par- 


taker of the divine nature. Theſe 
are real excellencies; truly noble 
accompliſhments theſe. If thou art 
in this manner arrayed and beauti- 
fied, thou wilt not find a rival in the 
feathers of a peacock, or the foliati- 
on of a tulip. Theſe will exalt 
thee far above the loo pretenſions of 
lace and embroidery; theſe will 


prepare thee to ſtand in the beatike * 


preſence, and to take thy ſeat a- 
mong the angels of light, _ 
Bleſſed Jeſus ! didſt thou in thy 
ſtupendous commiſeration bequeath 
the fine linen of thy own molt per- 
fect righteouſneſs, to compoſe the 
marriage garment for our naked 
ſouls ? Didſt thou, before thy fleſh 
ſaw corruption, emerge triumphant 
from the grave, and mount, not the 
lower firmament only, but aſcend 
the higheſt Heavens, taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe immortal manſions 
in our name, and as our forerunner ? 
Praiſe him then ye Heaven of Hea- 
vas, Angels and Archangels, let your 
ſongs be of Te/us ; let all that have 
breath ſwell the ſacred concert, and 
burſt into a boundlels peal of melo- 
dy! but chiefly let man exalt his 
voice, let man, with diſtinguiſhed 
hoſannas hail the Redeemer ! Excuſe 
me, Sir, for indulging ſome flights 
of-fancy upon this ſublime occaſion; 
Enthuſiaſm itſelf, methinks, has a 
meaning, a propriety, a beauty, 
while expatiating on ſuch a tranſ- 
porting theme, But I conslude. 


* Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toll z 
Yet with confeſs'd magnificence deride 
Our mean attire and impotence of pride, PR ron, 


＋ How beautifully does the Prophet deſcribe the furniture of a renewed and heavenly 


mind, under the fimilitude of a rich and compleat ſuit of apparel. © I will greatly re- 


joice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; for be hath cloathed me with the 
© garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a*Bride- 
** groom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a Bride adoraeth herſelf with her 


* jewels,” Ila, Ii. 10, 


T Rom, xiv. 14. 
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I acknowledge my letter has been 
tedions, but aſſure you, ſuch was 
the nature of my ſubject, that I hawe 
aot had time to make it ſhorter. Shall 
expect yours as 
not but I ſhall have reaſon to ac- 


exchange that I receive ; or, as the 
eloquent //aiah ſpeaks, for braſs you 
evill bring gold, and for iron you will 
bring fal ver 5 
| Yours affeQtionately, 
Tooley-Street, . 
Southwark. 
(To be continued.) 


A Letter on a Believer's Safety, a- 
midſt all his Spiritual Enemies. 


Dear Sir, 


"Rejoice to find by your letter, 

that the things of God abide on 
your heart with ſuch power and ſa- 
vour ; that you ſee fuch a glory in 
falvation-grace by Chriſt, that ex- 


could juſtify God in his righteouſ- 
neſs, if you was ſent down to Hell, 


admire that grace which hath kept 
you out of it for fo long a ſpace, 
and that you are reconciled to the 
ſovereignty of God, in his electing 

race, : 
Theſe things, Sir, are what the 
Lord works, in none but thoſe that 
are his, and wherever they are found, 
they are a clear evidence of love to 
God, and faith in Chriſt. Of love 
to God ; in that ſuch a ſoul takes 
part with God againſt itſelf, and 
would acknowledge his righteouſ- 
neſs to his honour, if he ſhould be to 
itſelf, as a ſinner, a righteous aven- 
ger; while to others, of his free fa- 
vour, he 1s, and will be a glorious 


üſual, and doubt 


knowledge the ſuperiority of the 


cites your deſires after it; that you 


as your deſerved place; that you 


Saviour, Of faith in Chriſt, in 


— —— —— EE rn a Roe a 
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that ſuch a ſoul, ſees ſach a glory in 
ſalvation- grace by him, that fills it 


with admiration, that draws it to 


put in for its con part in God's fa}. 
vation, and that bows the heart into 


a humble ſubmiſſion, . even under 


fears of ſelf· excluſion. 


And not ſuch a ſoul under Hea- 
ven ſhall ever periſh, or be ſent to 
Hell. No, the ſoul that is reconcil- 
ed to God's free grace in Chriſt, 
that betakes itſelf unto this refuge, 
that pleads ſovereign mercy, under 
all its fin and miſery : that ſoul is a 
veſſel of mercy to be filled by grace, 
with glory to a vaſt eternity! Such 
a ſoul appeals unto grace, and unto 
grace it ſhall go: it calls for mercy, 


and mercy will anſwer to its name, - 


It pleads free, ſovereign love, and 
love will embrace it, in its everlaſt- 
ing arms. Such a ſoul is God's 


„ workmanſhip, created anew in 


« Chriſt-Jeſus.” It is made willing 
to be ſaved in God's way, in and by 
Chriſt alone; and God bill not, yea, 
with reverence let me ſay, God can- 
not, caſt ſuch a ſoul away. For © he 
s cannot deny himſelf” in the de- 
ſigned diſplays of his love, grace, 
and mercy ; in the revelations there- 
of, which he hath made in his Son, 
to the very chief of ſinners, who, at 


his call, come in, nor in, his faith- 
fulneſs to his promiſe of ſalvation, 


unto every ſoul that ventures there- 
on. The Saviour who hath ſaid, 


& him that cometh unto me, 1 will 


« in no wiſe (in no caſe, for no fin 
& whatſoever) caſt out,” is of one 
mind, and who, or what, can urn 
him He is of infinite freng/h, and 
what can be too hard for his ſalva- 
tion-might * The Holy Ghoſt, who 
hath made that ſoul awi/ling to be 
ſaved alone by God's free grace in 
Chriſt, from all fin and miſery, and 


* Ifaigh Is, 17. 
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untoall purity and glory,to the praiſe 
of Jehova/'s grace, in its preſent and 
eternal bliſs; he cannot deny his 
own work on that heart. No, as 
the Father, Son, and Spirit are one. 
in eſſence, one in will, counſel and 
defigtt, one in love, grace and mercy, 
me in wiſdom, power and faithful- 
neſs, and one in working in prepar- 
ing ſuch. a ſoul for ſalvation, it is 
impoſſible for that ſoul to fink into 
damnation ! “ Heaven and earth 
« ſhall paſs away; and the whole 
frame of the univerſe be rolled into 
confuſion 3 but Jehovah, the rock of 
ages, upon which that ſoul doth reſt, 
can never fink with all its weight, 
but is, and will be his falvation ! 
God the Father . will go oz with his 
reat deſign in eternal election, and 
re that ſoul up unto full ſalvati- 
on. God the Son, who in his aſſum- 
ed human nature, was once dead, 
« but is alive, and lives for ever 
© more; wall /e to it, that the 
purchaſe of his God · like blood ſhall 
never be loſt; nor the conqueſt of 
his omnipotent arm be wrenched 
out of his hand. And God the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt will perform by his Al- 
mighty arm, the good work of grace, 
which in thar ſoul, he hath &4egun, 
until the day of Chriſt, unto its com- 
pleat and eternal bliſs: and the 
three- one God being thus engaged 
for ſuch a- ſoul's eternal ſalvation ; 
who, or what ſhall be ab/e to fink 
him into evetlaſting deſtruction 
Shall Saran do it, with all his 
malice, ſubtilty and force ? No, 
the Lord, the Father which hath 
choſen F:ra/alem ; will rebuke him. 
Shall the avorl4 do it, with its ſmiles 
or frowns, its ſnares and cares ? No, 
the Lord, the Son, hath owercome 
that enemy for every ſoul that flees 
to him for ſafety, But O fin! this 
laſt and worſt foe, heart, lip, and 
ble fin, and eſpecially againſt par- 
doning mercy ; ſhall fin do it? No, 
the Lord, the Holy Ghoſt, dwells 


_ deſtroy ? 
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in that ſoul as a /an#ifer, and mau- 


gres all oppoſition, will ſubdue fin 
mightily, and deſtroy it utterly ; he 
will maintain, increaſe and perfect 


that ſoul's begun-purity, and raiſe 


him from the deepeſt depreſſion, to 
inherit a complete and everlaſting 
ſalvation |! | 


Whence then, dear Sir, all your 


fears of periſhing through in- dwell - 
ing corrup tions, which enkindle by 
the ſparks of outward temptations ? 
Is there any fin in you now, that 
God did not fore/ee when he choſe 
you of old, unto eternal glory ? Is 
there any fin of yours that can po/e 
that infinite love, grace and mercy 
of his * Or rather, did not God, 
your all-wiſe Father, permit fin's 
entrance, with its partial preva- 
lence, the more to diſplay his love, 


grace, and mercy, in their infinite, 


all- ſurmounting, immutable and e- 
ternal glories? Is there any ſin in 
you zow, that Jeſus did not bear, 
and bear in 1ts guilt for ever away, 
when tor you he died upon the ac- 
curſed tree! Was not your fin con- 


demned to die, by the dying of rhe 


Lord Jeſus ? Struggle for a-while, it 
may, bat die it muff; die it ſhall 
ſhortly by virtue of the death of 
Chriſt, in every power of your ſoul 
and body, entirely and totally. And 
is there any ſin in you that is too 

rong for the omnipotent grace of 
God the Holy Ghoſt, to ſubdue and 
In a word, God your 
Father forgives all your iniquities; 
God your Saviour hath redeemed 
you from all iniquity, and will give 
you to ſet your feet ſnortly on the 
neck of this cruel enemy; and God 
your ſanctifier, will ſubdue and de- 


ſtroy you iniquity, will fight for you 


againſt ſin, to its preſent mortifica- 
tion, and to its future entire deſtrue- 
tion, and make you as holy and: 


happy as your foul can wiſh, in a 


full and everlaſting falvatioa ! Only» 
tear finning, to God's 2 
| an 


— 


IT PTR ONE 
1 * 7 
wo — _ > o 


42A — ern 
A 5 — 
: þ £06 
Re "noni _ — 
* 


8 
** 
— 


4: a NOT S rgt r 
3 * * 1 "ot 7 . 1 

MASS 1 0 4 = 

— 2 * 5 r 


U 
1 
. 
[LE 
AT q 
4 
wt ns | 
I 
. 
by 5 
} 
\ 
$164 
"4 
18 
LT 
> 
x 
- 
; | 
„ 
* 2 
II 1 
1 4 
. $ 
4 
FR 
- Ws 
7 
* * 
* 
| * 
1! 
_a# 
: 1 


PS" Ons — — 
— — — 
— — — — 


— — 25 — 
2 oo 
2 7 


— 8 


— = Iz ibs. ai 
20 . 
r 
p 8 
"EE 
ern 


(NG 64 
> 


—_—— — 
3 
wat \ 


Es TED 
we 1 


_ * 2 > as 2 — —— — _ ox 
neee 
* 1 


| 


136 


and your ſoul's wounding ; but 
never fear periſhing by fin ; ſince 
you have truſted your /ou/ in his 
hands, whoſe © name is called Jefus, 
„ becauſe he ſaves his people from 
« their fins.” The grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, the love of God 
our Father, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt be with you, now, 
and forever. Amen. ET 


Dear Sir, I am, &. 
A. D. 


To the Editors of the Spiritual 
3 Magazine. 

. Gentlemen, 

In your 21ſt Number for the Month of 
June, (Pious Thoughts Page 94) 
nd the following Query, wiz. 
„HOW may a perfon know that 
* he is juſtified, pardoned and ac- 
% cepted with God, and how ma- 
* ny ways God takes, according 
% to Scripture, to give evidence 


£ and comfort of ſuch juſtification, 


466 &c.“ N 
Em Anſaer to it is found worthy of 


a Place in your next, and may be 
thoug ht of any Uſe to the Children 
. of God, it is at your Liberty to in- 


fert it; and as the Query is a very 


material one, my Prolixity in an- 
ſauering it may be the better excuſed, 
. by fuch as are aſking the Way to 
Zion, with their Faces thither- 


 avards, 
The Anſwer. 


" Suppoſe the author of the Que- 


ry, by juſtification, pardon and 
acceptance with God, would be 


thought to mean a manifeſtation of 


It to the conſcience. As I appre- 


hend, that all the ele& of God were 


from eternity virtually jukified, ſo 
J look upon a diſcovery of intereſt 
an it, to be a weighty and awful 
concern; and if this be the mean. 
ing of the Gentleman that propoſ- 
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ed the query, it is as much as if he 
bad ſaid, ** What bottom ſtands my 
4 ſon! upon, reſpecting another 
« world? On what foundation 
c“ are my hopes built for Heaven, 
and where will my ſoul be lodg. 


„ ed when it leaves the earthly 


«© houſe, the priſon of the body, and 
e takes its flight into a world of 
« ſpirits.” Theſe thoughts have 
occaſioned the attention of my mind, 


and often employ my thoughts to 
their utmoſt extent; and ſuch will be 
the caſe with thoſe whoſe ſearch i; 


truly ingenuous and ſpiritual, whoſe 
owers and faculties of ſoul are live- 


ly, and all directed by the unerring 


guidance and management of the 
Lord the Spirit; for as led by this 
teacher, every ſenſible ſinner has 
his recourſe to the ſpirit for ſuch ma- 
nifeſtation, &c. 

For a perſon to know that he is 
juſtified, pardoned, and accepted 
with God, 1s a thing of great im- 
portance, tho” a privilege that per- 
haps 1s peculiar only to ſome of 
God's people, or but few of them 
comparatively enjoy the comforta- 
ble ſenſation of. Among others it 
is one of the chiefeſt of the ſecrets of 
the Lord, revealed only to them 
that fear him, P/a/. xxv. 14. a ſecret 
that can never be purchaſed by no 
creature whatſoever; a ſecret that 
no natural man, (as ſuch) can ever 
be acquainted with; a fecret that is 
not only totally hid from the men 


of this world, but ſometimes for 2 


ſeaſon, from the favourites of the 
Lord, his own dear children, that 
he efteems as his jewels, and ſhall 
be apparently fo in the day when 
he makes them up, Mal. iii. 17. A 
ſecret that will ever employ the 
Saints in their Father's houſe, while 
the glorious diſplays of the preat- 
neſs of the grace, will demand the 
attention and excite the wonder of 
the angelic tribes, Ns 
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That there are but few of the 
Lord's family acquainted fatis- 
factorily with it, appears from 
their many great and bitter com- 
plaints, the frequent diſtreſſes they 
are in, the ſinkings of foul they la- 
bour under, who, with David, in 
another caſe, are ſometimes heard 
to ſay, with uncommon compunc- 
tian, O my God, my ſoul is caſt 


down within me! P/alms xlii. 6. 


Which, ha ing been my caſe, tho? 
through divine goodneſs being de- 
liveced from the burthen, I can 
theretare ſpeak it by experience, 
having found, it is one thing to be 


juſtified, pardoned and accepted, 


(which are the words of the query) 
and another thing to know the 


mercy belongs to me ; the former 
aſcertains the ſafety of the people 


of God that they can never periſh 
nor miſcarry of everlaſting happineſs, 
and the latter is the foundation of 
their preſent comfort, under all their 
trials in the wilderneſs, as that 


which enables them by the ſpirit of 


the Lord always to triumph in 


Chriſt ; and as to the knowledge of 


this, juſtification, pardon and accep- 
tance with God, it is through be- 
lieving in Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, 
which a ſoul could not do, did not 
the mercy belong to him, and were 
It not given on the behalf of Chriſt, 
Phil. 1. 29. and he that believeth and 
is baptiſed ſhall be ſaved, Mark xvi, 
16. and be that believeth hath the 
witneſs in himſelf, 1 Jobn v. 10. and 
as the Apoſtle fully expreſſeth it in 
As xiii. 39. by him [Chriſt] ail that 
believe are juſtified from all things, from 


* which ye could net be juſtiſed by the 


law of Moſes. From waoich it is evi- 


dent, and an enquiring ſoul may ret 
ſatisfied in the truth of this, that 


whoever believes in Chriſt, whether 


he be a Jew or Gentile, as his faith 


latens upon and lays hold of him, 


* 


he is juſtified, his ſins are pardoned, 
he is accepted with God. | 

The firſt part of the life of young 
Chriſtians 1s moſtly made up of 
ſight, they have ſenſible enjoyments 
from the Lord, and here their ſouls 


are filled with raptures ; they can 


bleſs and praiſe the Lord, and ex- 
ultin him, can tel] others what he 
has done for their ſouls; here their 
mountains ſtand ſtrong, and mas 
can do much for Chriſt, under ſuc 

divine influence, and with Peter, 
they think and ſay, Lord I am ready 


to go with thie, both into Priſon, and 


to death, Luke xxii. 33. They find 
no duty hard nor difficult, can pray 
with much fervour and enlargement 
of ſoul ; their mouths are filled with 
arguments at the throne of grace; 
the ſpirit of the Lord is now a ſpi- 
rit of freedom and liberty ; they are 
not ſhut up as in after ſeaſons, but 
entertained with the plealing beau- 
ties of a riſen and exalted Redeemer, 
at which times they can truſt the 
Lord, and are ready to think that 
this is all faith, and that they are 
ſtrong in this grace, when at the 
ſame time, this is rather ſenſation a- 
riſing from the evident manifeſtaii- 
on of the divine preſence: now 
when theſe are withdrawn from 
them, there is little or no faith in 


exerciſe to be found, their joy, hope 


and conſolation (to them) ſeems ſor 
awhile all to be loſt, and ia fact, fore 
of them, when this is the caſe, are 
ready to think, that their Chriſt, 
pardon of ſins, and Heaven are all 
gone; but faith believes, truſteth 
in the Lord, lives upon Chriſt, and 
the fulneſs of grace that there is in 
him; walks with him in darkneſs 
lives upon what it ſhall one day en- 
joy, and depends upon him when 
he hides his face, believing the 
word and promiſes of God, his 
faithfulneſs to perſorm them, the 
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certainty of the covenant of grace, 
and the reſpects in which it is well 
ordered; here the ſatules of the Lord 
(by the view of faith) become the ſongs 
of the Jaints in the houſe of their pilgri- 
mage, Pal. exix. 54. I would not 


be underitood to think light of the 


preſence of Chriſt, nor write any 
thing diminutively of it, having en- 


Joyed the happineſs of it in my own. 


ſoul, and prizing it above all the 
world, and all things in it, nay, ten 
thouſands of worlds; 1 know no- 
thing that can be compared with it, 
having found it my ſtrength, hope, 
and joy, meat and driok, the life of 
my ſoul, and ſubſtance of vital god- 
lineis ; but I ſpeak of theſe things 
in this manner, to ſhew the miſta- 
ken notion of young Chriſtians at 


ſuch ſeaſons, and how apt we are to 


take that for a life of faith which is 
rather the ſweet emanations of di- 
vine love, wrought in the foul by 
the ipirit of Ckriſt, in a ſpecial and 
ſer ſible enjoyment of his preſence, 
which is fight, more properly than 
faith, though the latter is a conco- 
mitant that will always attend it in 
our preſent ſtate ; neither can the 


ſormer be where the latter is want- 


ing, except it be in imagination 
oniy ; for faith muſt be firſt given 
end feated in the ſoul (as to the ha- 
bit of it at leaſt) before it can be 
known that there is ſenſible com- 
munion with the Lord, for it is af- 
ter believing, th: t the foul has ho- 
Iy joy, comfort, peace and conſo- 
lation, and the vifts of Chriſtin a 


ſaving way; to ſuppoſe the contrary 


will appear as ridiculous as it is blaſ- 
pPhemous, unſcriptural, and diame- 


rxrically oppoſite to the experience 


of all the redeemed of the Lord, who 
at times eojoy both his ſenſible pre- 
ſence, as well as a perſuaſion of 
faith in him, each of which are pre- 
cations, or foretaſtes of the belt 


things, and by which it may be 
known, or a ſoul may fairly conclude 
that he is juſtified, his fins are par. 
doned, he is accepted with God, 
&c. *Tis true, and J grant, that 


there may be that faith in the ſoul, 


that is of a right kind, called Jt 
precious faith, 2 Pet. 1.1. and the 
faith of the operaticn of God, Col. ii, 
12. and faith awhich worketh by love, 
Gal. v. 6. and faith that purifies the 
heart, Acts xv. q, &c. and at the 


ſame time it may be difficult for the 


ſubject of it to determine, whether 
he has it or not, the thing may ap- 
pear dubious and doubtful to the 
ſoul, for want of a cloſe applicati- 
on to the word, the nature of God's 
dealings with thoſe he brirgs to 
glory, and the various methods he 
makes uie of in effecting the ſame, 
Where corruptions work ſtrongly, 
and are frequently bubbling up, and 
there is but a ſmall meaſure of faith, 
it is not to be wondered at: Moſt of 
God's people at their firſt awaken- 
ings find it to be ſo, though the 
genuine effects of it, as a living 
faith, is evident and ſatisfactory 10 
other Saints, who have taſled and 
ſavingly handled them themſelves, 
and find them agreeably recorded in 
the ſacred writings, and can make out 
their title to Heaven from them, as 
ſuch that believe, are juſtified, their 
ſins pardoned, and they accepted 
with God. 


But to make the thing more evi- 
dent (as to my own experience of it, 
reſpecting the author of the query, 
if the Lord 1s pleaſed to bleſs it to 
him, or any other of God's people) 


as by faith in Chriſt Ican be aſſured 
that I am juſtified, my fins are par- 


doned, and I am accepted with God, 
I apprehend that my faith is of a 
right kind, becauſe I have been en- 


abled to venture my ſoul upon 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and I find none ever did this 
and. periſhed, were loſt and caſt 
away. The caſe of the ſoul that is 
brought to do this, 1s like that of 
the four lepers, mentioned 2 Kings vil. 
4, 4. and there weie four leprous 
« men at the entering in of the 
« oate: and they ſaid one to another, 
« why fit we here until we die? If 
« we ſay, we will enter into the 
« city, then the famine is in the ci- 
« ty, and we ſhall die there: -and if 
« we fit ill here, we die alſo. 
« Now therefore come, and let us 
« fall into the hoſt of the Syrians : 
« if they fave us alive, we ſhall live; 
« and if they kill us, we ſhall bue 
« die.” So the ſoul that is ſpiritu- 


ally enlightened from above, views 


himſelf as a leper by fin, a nauſeous 
and filthy creature in his own eyes, 
in a deplorable ſtate and condition, 
undone as to any help in himſelf, 
and either more or leſs for the pre- 
ſent is ready to conclude, he muſt be 
mut out of the camp of God for e- 
ver, till. he has faith given him, 


whereby, upon the declaration of 


the goſpel in its power, he Jaoks 
to Chriſt, and runs where the righ- 
teous run and find ſatety, Prov. 
XV1li. 10. and ſays, Lord if thou ayilt 
thou canſt make me clean, Matt. viii. 
2, and to ſome the Lord is pleaſed 
more clearly and particularly to ſay 
as he did to his Diſciples, John xv. 
3. Now ye are clean through the word 
which ] have ſpoken uuto you; and 
what was this, but the word of faith, 
the word of ſanctiſication, the word 
of hope, the word of peace, and the 

ord of pardon, brought home to 
the ſoul by the ſpirit of the Lord, 
which removes the burden of fin, 
(though the ſoul may experience ſad 
declenſions and backſlidings, and 


may be heard with David, under a 


ſenſe of it, to cry to the Lord to 
reflare to him the joy of his /alvation, 
end to upboid bim with his free Jpirit. 


Pſal. Ii. 12.) and enables the ſoul to 
believe that God abides faithful, and 
cannot deny himſelf, and thus to de- 
pend upon it, that he is juſtified, his 
ſins pardoned, and he accepied with 
God, &c. A conformity to Chriff, 
in a meaſure, with goſpel obedience, 
will ever be found where the new 
creature is, and there is a ſolid foun- 
dation for Heaven, the Apoſtle Paul 
laysit down for granted as an unde- 
niable maxim, at to aubom ye yield 


yourſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants 


je are, to au/ om ye obey, whether of fin 
unio death, or of obedience unto 1 igh- 
tecu/nes, Rom. vi. 16. from which 
I would conclude that yielding o- 
bedience to a perſon, proves the 
perſon ſo yielding this obedience, 
to be his ſervant, and this obedience 
will ever follow a ſoul's venturing 
upon Chcitt ; but to make it appear 
more plainly, I would give the rea- 
ſons why I conclude I have ventur - 
ed my ſoul upon Chriſt; and, 
Firſt, 1 conclude I have ventured 
my ſoul upon Chrift, or into his 
hands, as 1 heve ſeen my need of 
him: a conviction of the need of 
Chriſt is abſolutely neceſſary and 
prior to a ſinner's venturing upon 
him, and, without it, it is impoſlible 
to be done: the prodigal convict- 
ed of this, and his own imbecility, 
cries out, I periſh with hunger, and I 
avill ariſe and go to my Father, Luke 
xv. 17, 18. They that be whole nend 
not a Phyſician, but they that are ſicł, 
Matt. ix. 12. and the ſpirit of 
Chriſt diſcovers this to the ſoul, not 
the law (which may ſhew a mean his 
miſery, and theie leave him, without 
pointing out to him any remedy, bur 
cannot ſh-w him a Chriſt, nor lay 
before him the need he has of an in- 
tereſt in him) this being the proper 
work of Chriſt, revealed to the foul 
by his ſpirit, which ſearches all 
things, yea the dtp things of God, 1 
Cor. 11, 10. which convinces of fn, 
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and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. 
John xvi. 8. neither does a ſaving 
or W conviction, wherever it 
is, 

his miſerable ſtate, without hope, 
wretched and undone, as a legal or 
natural conviction does: great ſor- 
row for ſin is not always a proof, 
that the heart is right with God, it 
may be where there is no grace of. a 
ſaving nature, no love to God nor 
delight in him, nor ſpiritual life in 


the ſoul; ſuch was the ſorrow of 


Cain, Judas, and others. Fear of 
puniſhment, may fill the mind with 
horror and terror, make a man for- 
mally ſerve God, but the reaſon is, 


fear of the Devil, and fo his forrow 


leaves him, upon the verge of Hell, 


in the very ſaburbs of damnation : 


His conſcience not being cleanſed, 
nor purged by faith, in the blood 
of Chriſt, muſt neceſſarily be evil, 
and ſo it may haunt him from place 
to place, teſtifying that he is not 
only a ſinner, but a great one too, 
and fo remaining a ſtranger to the 
ſanctifying work of the ſpirit of the 
Lord upon his foul, and having no 
believing views of Chriſt, w ill ſoon- 


er or later make him conclude, not- 


withſtanding his great degrees of ſor- 
row, that his caſe is deſperate, and 
will admit of no relief. 

Secondly, 1 conclude that I have 
ventured my ſoul upon Chriſt, be- 
cauſe I have been enabled to con- 
fide in him, even in ſeaſons of dark- 
neſs, both in providence and as to 
the frame of my mind, and have 
truſted him with it and all its con- 
cerns, agreeable to what the Pſal- 
miſt =: nl and they that know 
thy name will put their truſt in thee, 
P/. ix. 10. here I have found my- 
ſelf immoveable as Mount Zion, 
Pſal. exxv. 1. Nothing could move 
me from my hold and confidence ; 
oy I could not only challenge, but 
face death and hell, and all the 
powers of darkneſs ; here I ſaw wy 


eave the ſoul under the view of 
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ſoul ſtedfaſt, andwell anchoredamidſt 
the ſtorms and billows of a flu. 
ating ſtate and tempeſtuous world; 
here I could meet all oppoſition, and 
ſee every mountain of apparent 
and ſuppoſed difficulties to become 


a plain, Zechariah iv, 6, 7. come 


trials, temptations, evil tidings or 
death, my heart was fixed, I was 
not afraid of them, zrufting in thy 
Lord, Pſal. cxii. 7. | 7 

Thirdly, I conclude that I have 
ventyred my ſoul upon Chriſt, hay, 
ing been enabled to take him as the 
gift of grace, the gift of God, fot 
my whole and compleat ſalvation. 
Here I faw the emptineſs and in- 
ſufficiency of all things but Chriſt; 
and every thing in this world was 
as ſo many nothings and droſs, 
when compared with him; I hearii- 
ly approved of him, and him on- 
ly, as God's way of ſaving fin- 
ners, thro? the fulneſs of his offering 
and ſatisfaction to divine juſtice : 
Theſe things I have mentioned in 
the room of many others, from 
which I conclude I have ventured 
my ſoul upon Chriſt, and that I am 
juſtified, my fins pardoned, and my 
perſon accepted with God; but here 
are ſix things, among others, that 
] was greatly taken with in Chriſt, 

Firſt, With his ſupreme ability 
as a Saviour: that Je vas able to 
Save to the uttermeſt, all them that 
come to God by him, Heb. vii. 25. 
that no fin nor iniquity whatever, 
could be any bar in his way, he 
ſpeaks in righteouſneſs mighty lo 
ja ve, Iſa. Ixiii. J. and is called 7he 
mighty God, Iſa. ix. 6. capable, and 
every way qualified, and fitted for 
ſo great an undertaking : mighty, 
without any aid fiom men or angels 
—nmighty to fulfil, make good, and 
perform,' all that be has promiſed 
—mighty beyond all ourmighty and 
potent enemies, whether men, devil, 
or corruptions ; and this is beaut!- 
fully implied in every ſenſible fin: 

I gere 


PIOUS- THOUGHTS. 


ner's being brought to him in the 
language of the Diſciples, Lord ſa ve 


us, ave periſh, Matt. viii. 25. 


Secondly, I was greatly taken 


with the call of Chriſt, not in an 


outward but inward and ſpiritual 
way, Rom. 1i. 28, 29. (I fat long 
under the means of grace, and ſo 
was externally called, but knew 
nothing of the power of grace 
till the Lord was pleaſed to work it) 
I found my heart waxing warm to 
the Lord ; this was the day of his 
power, when he made me willing 
to relinquith all my former hopes 
and righteouſneſs. —I was enabled 


to hunger and thirſt after the bre ad 


and water of life, and nothing but 
Chriſt, and him alone, could ſatisfy 
my ſoul.— I found him to be my 
reit, and ſeldom went to the throne 
of grace but I enjoyed his preſence, 
my heart was drawn forth, and my 


ſoul like the chariots of Aminadab, 


Cant, vi. 12. and the more my joys 
and comforts were, the -more my 
foul was humbled in me.—T was 
enabled to praiſe the Lord, to bleſs 
the Lord, and lift up my hands in 
his name, Eſal. Ixiii. 3, 4. This 
was a time of love manifeſted, and 
diſcovered; and ſuch was the indul- 


gence of the Lord, that at ſome ſea- 


ſons, it was but to ask and have: 
I drank deeply of that love that 
paſleth knowledge, and muſt fay 
was ſometimes almoſt filled to the 


brim; and from hence began to 


conclude, I ſhould never know 


darkneſs, nor carnality any more, as 


the Lord manifeſted his everlaſting 
love, by drawing me with loving 
kin neſs, Jer. xxxi. 3. as the effect 
of his early regard for me, There 


Was no previous preparations nor 


qualifications in my ſoul prior to 


this, that I could ever find, nor 


ſhould I ever have deſired Chriſt, 
nor loved him, had he not firſt ſet 
his here upan my and loved me, Cant, 
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vii. 10. 1 John iv. 19. and his mak- 


ing it known by an me, is an 
undeniable evidence of my relation 


to him, as the Apoſlle expreſſeth it, 
moreover, whom h: did predeflinate, 
them he alſo called; and whom he call- 
ed, them he alſo juſtified; and whom he 
juſtified, them he alſo glorified, Rom. 
viii. 30. ſo that it is plain, from this 
portion of ſcripture, that a- perſon 
that is thus called by ſpecial grace, 
may make it out that he is jultified, 
his ſins are pardoned, and that he 
is accepted with God. 

Thirdly, I was greatly taken 
with Chriſt, in his taking poſſeſſion 
of my heart; in conſequence of this, 
and not before, was I enavied to 


give it to him, and ' obſerve his 


ways, Prov. xxiii. 26. The heart 
of man maſt be firſt touched, opened 


and poſſeſſed by the ſpirit of Chriſt, 


before he can make an entire and 
ſolemn ſurrender of it into the hands 
of the Lord; and whoever: is eaas 
bled to do this, not only performs 
it by a ſupernatural power, but may 
aſſure himſelf of his ſonſhip with 
Chriſt; he that impartially, and wich- 
out mental reſervation, gives his 
heart co Chriſt, malt be an heir of 
Chritt. - 2 a ne 

Fourthly, I was greatly taken 
with Chriſt in his being precious to 
my ſoul, and I find this to be among 
the diſcriminating characters of them 


that truly believe, to ſuch the A- 


poſtle Peter tells us, he is precicus, 1 
Pet. ii. 7. and here my hope for 
glory, | apprehend, is made ſtedfaſt; 
and when Chriſt has been remark- 
ably ſo to my ſou], I have longed to 
be gone home, and wiſhed for 
the wings of a dove, that I might fly 
away, and be at everlaſting reft, Plal. 
Iv. 6. aad nothing would have been 
ſo welcome to me then as death; ba: 
alas! this has not been always my 
experience, ſince I have known the 
grace of God in truth; at ſome 4ea- 
a ä 
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{ons I have ſhuddered and trembled 
at the thoughts of it ; but fince the 


Lord has weighed me out freſh tri- 


als and afflictions, and given me his 
preſence when in the furnace, I 
have been more eſtabliſned in the 
covenant of grace: Afflictions have 
been ſweet ſeaſons to my ſoul, hav- 
ing enjoyed the Lord in them, they 
have been his candle to diſcover my 
darkneſs, and to bring me into his 
light; never has Chriſt been more 


precious to my foul than now, nor 


his word more ſweet and ſavoury : 
I have now, found him to be my 
ſafe reſt indeed, She ſhadow of a great 
rock in a weary land, Iſa. xxxii. 2. 
he has taken my burthens off my 
ſhoulders, and ſpoke, peace to my 
ſoul in-the blood. of the everlaſting 


covenant; my heart hath been ſo 


upon Chriſt, my treaſure, that I 
could ſcarce think upon any thing 
elſe; my meditation. was ſweet up- 
on him, and his company to me 
was the moſt entertaining, ſleeping 
and waking fill with the Lord; a 
ſweet, large and compoſing portion 
to my ſoul, oh | by what tongue can 
theſe joys of the Saints be expreſied! 
Fifchly, I was greatly taken with 
Chriſt, as being my King as well as 
Prophet and Prieſt, and 1 deſire that 
he would always ſway the ſceptre 
in my ſoul, and ſuffer no rival there; 
J delight in his laws, his govern- 
ment and rule, and not only in the 
pleaſing proſpect of his driving out, 


and deſtroying all my inbred ene- 


mies at laſt, but in his power in 
ſubduiag and keeping them under 
at preſent, not ſuffering of them to 
reign nor domineer: When corrup- 
tions ſenſibly riſe, from the old cor- 
rupt fountain, and begin to ſtir 
themſelves, it is the grief and trou- 
ble; of my foul, and I beg of the 
Lord to keep them down, and keep 
me watchful, | | > 

Sixthly, I was greatly taken with 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


contentment in Chriſt and all hi; 
dealings, having been enabled to 
chooſe him as my whole and entire 
ſalvation. A view of intereſt in 
Chriſt, tends to reconcile the mind 
of a child of God to all his diſpen- 
ſations ; teaches the ſoul. to think 
and ſay, that it is all weil with him; 
that his heavenly Father is wiſe in 
heart, and that his wiſdom, as well 
as his power, is concerned for him, 
and ſtands ever engaged to bring 
good out of every apprehended e- 
vil. Can it be ſuppoſed that a ſpi- 
rit of diſcontent can prevail with a 
believer, when he is under the wit- 
neſſing of God's ſpirit, and no in- 
terveneing cloud between God and 
his ſoul : when he is ſatisfied of 
covenant relation with him; and the 
certainty of his perſon being ſecured 


in Chriſt from everlaſting, he can 


read his name written in Heaven, 
and by faith ſee it wrote upon the 
breaſt-plate of Chriſt, and that he 
is graven upon the palms. of his 
hands, ſet as a ſeal upon his heart, 
as a ſeal upon his arm, and that his 
belt things are ſeated on high, be- 
yond the reach of every adverſary. 
Aſk the man that has known this, 
how it was with him under ſuch en. 
joyments? he will tell you he was 
enabled to ſubmit cheartully to the 
will of God, and thought (for the 
time) no evil of his dealing with him 


in the affairs of this world, but that 


he hath done all things well. 
« was content, ſays he, with Chriſt 
my portion, had I been deprived 
% of even bread and water; as long 


„% as | have the bread and water of 


e life, this ſatisfies my ſoul; the foun- 
« tain Chriſt is open, and-I hape 
« enough, though the ſprings of all 


creature comſorts ſhould be dried 
up; here I am content with ad- 
* verſity and afflitions, and can 


« welcome the croſs, ſhame and 


« diſgrace for Chriſt ; ard with 2 
48 thanks 


A. — 


to 4 


* 
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PIOUS THOUGHTS. 
ec thankful heart bleſs the Lord for' 


« theſe mercies, for I efleem them 
« ſuch.” Thus have I related a 
little of my experience in this affair, 
as I thought upon the query, which 
if the perſon that propoſed it, can- 
not exactly fall in with, yet if he 
can make out his faith in Chriſt; 
his truſting in him alone for ſalva- 
tion; his venturing upon him; his 
finding him precious to his ſoul; his 
being called by efficacious grace; 
his having the genuine fruits and ef- 


feds of it, or the things which ac- 


company ſalvation; bis being a 
ſharer of the love of God, as it is 
free, rich, diſcriminating mercy, and 
of his good pleaſure, which he pro- 
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oſed in himſelf,” Eypbeſ. i. g. called 


his choice in Chriſt before the foun- 
dation of the world, Eyheſ. i. 4. an 
ordination to eternal life, 4&s xiii, 
48. an appointment to ſalyation by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 77. v. 9. 
the foundation of God and his ſeal, 
2 Tim. ii. 19. a ſettipg a part, P/al. 
iv. 3. his having mercy on whom 


he will haye mercy, Rom. ix. 18. 


the favour that he bears to his peo- 
ple, P/al. evi. 4. a graving upon the 
alms of his hands, 1/a. xlix. 16, 
if ſo, he' may warrantably conclude, 
that he 1s juſtified, his fins pardoned, 
and he accepted in the Beloved, 


 Moorfields, Aug. 17. W. D. 


To the Proprietors of the Spiritual For. this they raiſe their higheſt 


Magazine. 
| Gentlemen, 
By inſerting the following Hymns, yeu 
abi ablige your conſtant Reader, 
a H. W. 


N our Emmanuel's land is ſeen, 


1 The paſture's fair, both freſh and 


green, 
The chryſtal ſtreams beſide 1t flow, 
Which maketh glad the city thro'. 


'Tis here, the Saints, their voices 
raiſe, 

And ev'ry ſong of perfect praiſe: 

Aſeribe ſalvation to that King, 

Who ſhelters them beneath his wing. 


*Twas him that firſt the work be- 


gun, 


Twas him, that did it carry on, 


"Twas him, that made their Heaven 
ſecure, : 


Now time, and death's with them 


no more. 


ſongs,. / | 
Grace, glory, all to him belongs: 
Who all their bliſs has freely giv'n, 


Whoſe preſence makes their high- 


_ eſt Heaven, 


The Fall of Man, and his Refloration. 


1 i O W deep! how deſp'rate is 
t | 
Of Adam's race in fin! 
How blind ! how deaf to mercy's 
| cali © 
How wretched ! how unclean ! 


We try, but ah! how vain our toil 
To cleanſe away the ſtain, | 

In Pharphar ſtreams, orAbya's wave, 
But lep'rous ſtill remain. 


No righteouſneſs have we to plead, 
Our guilt engraven ſtands 


On iron plates, with diamond points, 
'Fhe breach of God's commands. 


While 
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While Sinai's lightnings flaſh a- 
- round, 

: Where wrath incenſed glows, 


And ev'ry deaf*ning peal proclaims 


Aloud, eternal woes. 

Bat oh ! how balmy are the ſounds, 
Pardon proclaim'd from God; 
And better things, to ſinners, ſpoke 
Buy Jeſus” precious blood, | 
Pardon's proclaim'd, thro' Jeſus' 


5 name, . 
All power to him is given; 


He faves from Hel}, the wand'ring 


"a ſheep, 
And brings them ſafe to Heaven. 


"Twas he ſuſtain'd the Father's 
Be. wrath, | 
And bore away our fin ; 
While juſtice ſt:iFt, and mercy ſweet 
Harmonioully doth ſhine. 
See ! ſtill the holy law's preſerv'd, 
Its precepts magnify'd ; 
In Jeſus? life, and precious death, 
By which we're juſtify'd. 
A ſecond Adam, full, complcat, 
ls our incarnate God, 
An interceſſor now on high, 
Who pleadeth with his blood. 


On the V. anity of Creature Joys. | 
W HAT anxious thoughts and 
groundleſs fears, 
Doth daily crofs the human heart; 
Our greateſt caſe is mix'd with 
cares, 


Our greateſt comforts edg'd with 
imart.” | 


Is vain we ſeck, in creature joys 
An undiſturbed reſt io gain; 
Our hope in full fruition cloys, 
And ſpeaks them all but light and 


vain. 


The more we have, the more we 
lack, | 
Of all this trifling earth can give; 


o nv. 


Nor wealth, nor honour's tempting 


tracks”: , | 
Our weary ſpirits can relieve. 
Amidſt it all, a mighty void 
The ſoul muſt feel withont the 
x Lord; | 


Nor can it ever be ſupply'd, 
But by the everlaſting word. 


4 . 


| To the Editors of the 811 TUAL 


' - MAGAZINE. 


Be pleaſed to inſert the following, aUwrott 
| by a young Gentleman of Tavuelvt 
t ears of Age. 185 


1 Hear the voice of Jeſus ſay, 
Come to my banquet, come a- 
"way! | * 
Behold the feaſt, I now prepare, 
Approach and taſte the Heavenly 
fare, 
Here of my body broke partake, 
And drink my blood ſhed for yout 
ſake; 
For mortals I reſign'd my breath, 
And by my dying conquet'd death; 
For you I hung upon the tree, 
Fix'd on the top of Calvary. 
O Lord! why doſt thou thus invite 
The rebel man that ſhun'd thy fight! 
Why doſt thov Lord ſuch favour ſhow 
To thoſe who ſought thy overthrow! 
Amazing favour | boundleſs love! 
Ne'er ſuch was ſhewn to thoſe above: 


Thy feet for us were pierc'd by 


nails, 
Thou'rt tortur'd thus till nature 
fails, | 
While, down thy bleeding ſide, 3 
| flood | 


Diſtill'd, of water mix'd with blood, 
But, lo! exalted now he ſtands, 
And opens wide his wounded handy 
May 1 in wedding cloaths be dreſt, 
That I may be a welcome gueſt. 
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To the Proprietors of the Spiritual 
Magazine. 

An Attempt to anſwer Mr. R a's 
Four Queries, Page 48. Vol. II. 
of Pious Thoughts. 


By a Friend to Chriſtian Experience. 


QUERY I. What ſight and 
« ſenſe of fin is abſolutely neceſſary 
« to Chriſtian Experience? 
T F I underſtand the Query aright, 
the ſum of it is, What fight 
« and ſenſe of fin is abſolutely ne- 
« ceflary to evidence a perſon to be 
« a true experimental believer, and 
« in a ſafe way to eternal joy.“ In 
this view I take it. We ſhould al- 
ways be inquiſitive about the true 
fate of our precious ſouls, and en- 
deavour to have our evidence of fu- 
tüte happineſs very clear, leſt we 
| ſhould be deceived in the moſt im- 
portant affair. The Query ſeems 
to imply, That a perſon may have 
ſome ſight and ſenſe of fin, and yet 
not be a real Chriſtian.— And, that 
without a certain kind or degree of 
this ſight and ſenſe, one cannot be 
a regenerate perſon. Theſe two 
propoſitions, I think, may be eaſily 
proved; Cain, Judas, and others of 
that ſtamp, had a painful view and 
a piercing ſenſe of fin ; the covetous 
and niggard hates prodigality and 
laviſhneſs ; the ſelf-righteous lega- 
lit doth ſee and hate man y fins, that 
go under the odious names of open 
vice and immorality: In a word, 
all thoſe unhappy ones, on the left 
hand of the great judge, will have 
a dreadful fight, a gnawing, burn- 
ing and tormenting ſenſe of ſin, but 
the believer's view of things differ 
1 from theſe. 5 
Firſt, as to his ght of fin, The com- 
mandment *, or 115 We when 


* Rom, vii. 9, 12. f Prov. xxiv. 9 
XX11; 37» &c, q Rom. ii. 8, 9. Gal. ill, 


em. vii, 21, 23.4 Iſa. vi. 5. and lxiv. P tt Jam. ii. 10, 
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it comes into the ſoul; under the 


ſaving influence of the bleſſed ſpirit, 
appears unto the enlightened mind, 
to be very juſt, holy, reaſonable; and 
extenſive ; reaching to not only the 
actions, words, and conduct, but 
the very thoughts +, affections 7; 


and inclinations, demandigg the 


whole heart with every power o 

the ſoul, and member of the body 
for God only; and that we ſhould 
love our neighbour exactly as our- 
ſelves || He further perceives, that 
the law, with all divine Majeſty and 
authority, pronounces dread curſes 
upon every one that does not com- 
ply with its juſt requirements F. The 
true believer perceives plainly and 
conſents, that the law is good in 
each of theſe articles ; good, be- 
cauſe ſtrict, allowing no tranſgrefliong 
either commiſſion or omiſſion, and 
by this view of it is the true and juſt 
knowledge of fin ++ : For the new- 
born ſoul doth fee another law in his 
members |||}; that is, he finds in e- 
very faculty of his ſoul, and in all 
his ſenſitive appetites, a ſtrong in- 
clination and ability to do what the 
law forbids, but an unaccountable 
propenſity to neglect, and inability 
to perform what it enjoins, though 
ever ſo juſt, reaſonable, and ad van- 
tagedus. Now the perſon perceives 
himſelf to be infected, defiled, and 


diſabled by fin throughout the whole 


man, and looks upon himſelf to be 
an unclean, vile and abominable 
creature &, deſerving all the curſes 
of a holy law, tranſgreſſed by him 


in every part thereof f; but in order 


to evidence a perſon to be a genuine 
convert, he muſt carefully conſider, 
Secondly, The ſenſe he has of fin, Hay» 
ing that view of himſelf 2s already 
noted, he loathes himſelf, hates 


; 7 Matt. v. 23. Rom. vii. 7. Matt, 


10. + Rom. vi 9,14, 16, nv, 20, 
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vain thoughts“; abhors that which 
is evil; confefies and bewails his fin 


and ſinfulneſs before God in prayer; 


conceives a wonderful glory in the 
way of ſalvation, by free grace, as 
revealed in the goſpel ; and doth af- 
fectionately love Jeſus Chriſt, ad- 
miring his ability, capacity, and 


ſuitableneſs to ſave, cleanſe, purity 


and glorify a wretch fo vile and re- 
bellious as he is. Moreover the 
perſon that has a due ſenſe of fin, 
doth often think with concern of 


his miſerable caſe, and pray for mer- 


cy through Jeſus Chriſt ; begging 
earneſlly for free and frequent com- 
munications of grace, that he may 
be enabled to put off the old man 
with his curſed affections and de- 
ceitful enſnaring luſts, and put on 
the new man; for he is now brought 
to love heart-holineſs and life-holi- 
neſs, having within himſelf a princi- 
ple that delights in the law of God, 
and being deſirous to walk in new- 
neſs of life, ſetting his affections on 
things above, and his face heaven- 
ward in earneſt. His whole depen- 
dence for eternal glory, is upon Je- 


fus Chriſt; but he loves to be an o- 


bedient, active child. Much more 
might be added, but I humbly con- 
ceive, that where theſe things are 
experienced, the perſon may be 
ſafely denominated an J/jraelite in- 
dec d. 

QUERY II. Whether to 
*© have the terrors of the law work- 
« ing wrath in the conſcience, ſo 
as almoſt to drive to deſpair, is 
*© abiolutely neceilary to ſalvati- 
Ec on? ” 8 

That many under the terrors of 
an awakened conſcience, alarmed by 


the threatenings of athundering, be- 


cauſe violated law, have been hur- 
ried and driven to the very brink of 
deſpair, and yet, after al!, have been 


* Pſa's exix. 1137 


— 


ing grace. 


Ads x. 44, 45, 46, 
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brought, through rich grace, to tri. 
umph in Chrift Jeſus, is an evident 


trath ; but that others have been 


effectually brought from darkneſs t 
light, and from the ſervice and l;- 
very of fin and Satan, to be loyal 
ſubjeds to the King of Zion, and 
ſincere followers of a dear Redeemer, 
without a great degree of theſe 
dreadful rerrors, may not be 95 
ficult to prove. ng 
Upon this point, ſcripture and 
common experience ought to be con- 
ſuited. The three thouſand con- 
vinced under the notable ſermon 
preached by Peter and his fellow 
Apoſtles ; Paul at his firſt conyic- 
tion, and the trembling Jailor, ſeem 
to be under great terrors at fiſt, 
Theſe were extraordinary caſes, of 
which kind there are ſome inſtances 
ſtill. But, by the account we have 
of thoſe in the houſe of Cornelius f, 


thoſe in Ads xiii. 48. Lydia with 


her family, and many others in the 


New Teſtament; it does not look 


probable, that they were much 
terrified at their converſion : nay, 
it ſeems to me, that the greateſt 
part of the converts of the Apoſtolic 
age, though ſo very numerous, had 
their underſtanding in a ſweet, yet 


rational way enlightened, and the 


word was attended with ſuch a ſe- 
cret power and divine energy, that 
an effectual and ſaving change was 
wrought in them, and I think their 
joy exceeded their terror. It may 
be noted further, that Zaccheus and 
Mary, with the penitent thief on 
the croſs, and ſome others who were 
reckoned notorious finners, do not 
appear to be under deſpairing hor- 
rors, but rather ſweetly melted with 
a ſenſe of divine love, and pardon- 
If we conſult general 
experience, it will be found, that 
ſaving light doth often enter into the 


mind. 
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dency is a much better evidence for 
us than all our fears and joy; and 


mind, as it were by ſmall crevices, 
and in an imperceptible manner, 
eſpecially where perſons are religi- 
giouſly educated, or fit ſtatedly un- 
der a lively and ſound miniftry. 
There are alſo many inſtances of 
perſons enlightened in a more viſible 
manner, and drawn by love, with- 
out much of the ſcorching fire of 
a flaming law, Theſe perſons are 
commonly. tempted to queſtion the 
reality of their converſion, becauſe 
they have not been ſhaken over the 
very mouth of Hell, as ſome other 
good men have been. Perſons have 
been, at times, ſo very imprudent 
as to wiſh, if not pray, for trying 
times; but they have afterwards 
ſcen, and perhaps ſmarted for their 
provoking conduct. 

But to conclude upon this head, 
I am perſuaded, that if a perſon 


views the law of God, and hath ſuch 


a ſight and ſenſe of fin, as has been 
noted in the preceding query; if he 
love Chriſt, and depend upon him 
wholly for ſalvation ; if holineſs be 
the delight of his ſoul ; if his ſtea- 
dy exerciſe be to bewail the remain- 
der of indwelling fio, and pray ftill 
for more grace that he may be able 
to bring or fruit to the glory of 
God, adorn the goſpel, and be fitted 
daily more and more for eternal fe- 
licity ; let him not be diſcouraged, 
and dejeted, but rather be very 
thankful, that he has not been lon- 
ger under the awful thunders and 
lightenings of Sinai. Finally, I do 
not think that any, or at leaſt very 
few, are converted without ſome 
fears and terrors about their future 
ſtate; but no degree of that terror 
can be a ſtandard for others: for of 
thoſe who have been greatly terrifi- 
ed, ſome have been ſaved, but not 
all; and ſo it may be faid, perhaps, 
of every degree of fear. The na- 
ture of our faith, its fruit and ten- 
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above all, we ſhould pray that our 
faith in Chriſt may be increaſed, to 
ſuch a happy degree, that we may 
fafely ſay, © The ſpirit of truth doth 
e witneſs to, and with our ſpirit, 
«« that we are the children of God.” 
This will fill us with joy and peace 
in believing, and enable us to con- 
fide more in the promiſes of the goſ- 
pel, than in all the terrors of the 
law. So this query is anſwered in 
the negative. | 

Q UER Y III. Whether that 
„ ſight and ſenſe of fin, that leads 


% a perſon to ſee that they are (he 


« 15) loft and undone for ever, with- 


© out acompleat ſalvation in Chriſt, 


ce js only abſolutely neceſſary ? ?” 


What has been , 0. 


query, will almoſt quite anſwer this. 
A perſon by the light of nature, àſ- 
ſited by the word of God, may ea- 
fily ſee all that is contained in the 
query. One may, by meer ſpecula- 


tion and juft reaſoning, ſee plainly 


the depravity of human nature, and 
when he reads the ſcripture with at- 
tention, he may ſee that Chriſt is the 
only conſiſtent way of ſalvation : but 
if any man be in Chriſt he is a new 
creature, and breathes after his com- 


paſſionate Redeemer, longing alſo 


for preſent purity. Sin 1s his bur- 
then ; earthly riches will yield him 
but little ſatisfaction, for he wants 
more durable riches, even an inhe- 


ritance, incorruptible, and uadefiled. 


It is very deſirable to have a con- 
ſiſtent idea of our own ſtate by na- 
ture, and of the ſubſtance of the 
goſpel, but it is very dangerous, at- 
ter all our acquirements, to reſt up- 
on a bare notion. The knowledge 
that puffeth up, and emboldens in 
ſin, is always to be dreaded. The 
knowledge that accompanieth ſalva- 
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of eternal life , will be ſure to 
bring the perſon, as a poor, guilty 
wretch to cry for mercy ; it will 
not fail to wound and affect the 
heart. The nature and effect of this 
excellent knowledge is ſet forth by 
the inſpired Apoſtles, Paul, Peter, 
and John, in the following paſſages, 
Phil. mi. 8, &c. 2 Peter i. 5, 6, 7, 
8. 1 John ii. 4, 5, 6. I conclude, 
that more 1s abſolutely neceſſary to 
falvation than is expreſſed in the 
nery. 


QUERY IV. Whether a 


e perſon may not experience much 
“ of the terrors of the law, and yet 
* bea ſtranger to a work of grace 
* in their (his) heart? | 
This has been already anſwered 
affirmitively, in what has been noted 
on the ſecond query. Belfazzar's 
countenance changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him in. a moſt 
_ fearful manner, when the joints of 
his loins were looſed, and his knees 
ſmote one againſt another. 
not this proceed from guilt and ter- 
ror ? Cuin and Judas are awful ex- 
amples. But more to the purpoſe, 
probably, than all theſe is the Ro- 
man Deputy, who trembled while 
hearing an eminent Goſpel Miniſter 
preaching the law 5: Yet who can 
ſay that ever Felix was acquainted 
with a work of grace on his heart ? 
Many have been in great fear and 
terror for ſome time, but afterwards 
healed themſelves, or at leaſt gave 
but obſcure evidence of their being 
In the way to endleſs joy. Our af- 
fections to the goſpel, and our love, 
in, and through Chriſt, to the holy 
commandment, is a better proof of 
a gracious heart than all the terrors 
and dread of a condemning law. But 
Here we muſt remember, that many 
of God's dear Children may be, 
and remain a long while under ſome 


Did 


+ Luke xvii, 13, 
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legal fears and terrors, much doubt- 
ing whether ever they ſhall be delj. 
vered from guilt : Yet they love 
Chriſt and truſt in him, endeavouyr- 
ing to adorn his goſpel, notwith. 
ſtanding all their darkneſs ard 
diſcouragernents. Let ſuch pray, 
not for more unbelieving fears, but 
for more loye to Chriſt, more ſpi- 
ritual light, life, joy, and liberty, 


To the EpiTorsof the SpIRIT VAI 
MAGAZINE. 


Gentlemen, 
8 your plan and propoſals have 


opened a way for a variety 


of ſubjects, and different thoughts 


of the believing children of God to 
appear in public, and to be ſeen by 
each other ; ſo I hope it will be a 
means in the hand of the ſpirit of all 
grace, to increaſe love among them, 
and kindle a ſpirit of prayer in e- 
very breaſt for each other. I would 
rejoice to ſee the different gifts, 
with which your Miſcellaneous part, 
is already fo finely decorated; and 
may your divine and heavenly Di: 
alogue be {till increaſing with that 
light which will ſhine more and 
more unto the perfect day. I can- 
not think we have yet attained, the 
Apoſtle Paul had not; and who 
knows what further light may break 
forth in your miſcellaneous papers, 


if but ſome obſcure believer may 


but find liberty of ſoul, to ſend you 
ſomething of that, which their hea- 
venly father has given ta them. 
Things both new and old belong ta 
the family of Heaven, and ſhould be 
common among them, As I have 
already been one of your. unworthy 
correſpondents, ſo if I could have 
but the following Query anſwered, 
and find ſatisfaction therein, I might 
poſſibly offer a feẽC more of my un- 
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embelliſhed thoughts to your ſer- 
vice; and otters hkewiſe might be 
encouraged to offer theirs; for 
what can encourage a ſerious perſon 
to do any thing, more than to be ſa- 
tisfied his aim in doing it is the glo- 
ry of God. This we are directed to 
do in eating and drinking; how 
much more ought we to do it in 
things of ſuch vaſt importance ? 
Sure I am, howeyer embelliſhed a 
work may be, if it has not God for 
its end, it will be but like putrid 
duſt, or at beſt but like glittering 
chaff, which will be ſoon blown a- 
way. My Query then is, ; 

How ſhall a perſon know, and 


e be ſatisfied he aims principally 8 


at the glory of God, in his doing 
* this, ox that, or the other thing?“ 

I fay principally, for J humbly 
apprehend we may lawfully aim at 
other things in eating and drinking 
in a ſubordinate- was, and conſe- 
quently in all other actions. But 
alas! thoſe things which we may 
lawfully aim at in a ſubordinate 
way, will not contentedly ftand in 
their own. ſphere, but will (if grace 
don't prevent) ſoon, though 1ecretly 
get the aſcendency; on account of 
which, and the deceitfulneſs of the 
heart, I ſhould be glad to have the 


Query, as aboye inſerted, ſtated 


and anſwered in your heavenly trea- 
ſure. The Scribes and Phariſees, 
did many things which our Lord 
Jeſus approved of, but they wanted 
this precious and heavenly treaſure, 
an holy ambition to glorify God: 
we read in Ja. Ixvi. 5. of ſome 
who, thought it enough to ſay, let 


Cod be glorified, and at the ſame 


ume, did very ſhamefully, and were 
helliſhly wicked; they caſt out their 
brethren. *Tis poſſible, many may, 
irom a well furni hed head, be pret- 
ty much unconcerned. about the 
end propoſed in acting, provided 
iy may but kind acceptance with 
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men : And fatisfied I am, that on 
the other hand, there are many well 
furniſhed hearts (if I may ſo expreſs 
it) may be ſo much concerned a- 
bout the end in acting, that they 
can't find liberty to do, what other- 
wiſe might be a delightful employ 
to them. On the accounts, with 
many more which I need not men- 
tion, | hun bly appreherd ſome ju- 
dicious anſwers to this intereſtin 


Query, and the matter wiſſely dif- 


cuſed, and brought to a diſtinct ſo- 
lution, according to ſcripture and 
Chriſtian experience, would be ve- 
ry acceptable to many, and poſſibly 
made of a laſting, and extenſive u- 
tility to the church of Chriſt. 


I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your Well-wiſher, &c. 


Extract out of the Life of 


Owen Stockton, 
40 AVIN G been foiled by 
1 the luſts of my own heart 
ſeveral times, and conſidering what 
I ſhould do to get rid of thoſe luſts, 
which had ſo often prevailed over 
me; God directed me to three ſeveral 


means. The one was ſuggeſted to 


me as I was walking in my gardeng 
and meditating on the affairs of my 
ſoul ; and that was to be more fre- 
quent in eyeing, applying, and me- 


ditating on the promiſes; and the 


ſcripture, which the Holy Spirit of 
God ſet before me for this end, 
was 2 Pet. i. 4. By the precious pro- 
miles given to us, we eſcape the 
pollution that is in the world thro? 
tuft, : 

The other was ſuggeſted to me 
as I was hearing aſermon, and that 
was to be daily applying the Lord 
Jeſus to my ſoul, grounded on Rem. 
XHi. 13, 14. where the Apoſtle ad- 
viſeth to put on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as an help againſt chamber» 
ing and wantonneſs, ſtrife and en- 


vying. 
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vying. The third was ſuggeſted to 
me as I was riding abroad, and diſ- 
courſing of the/ things of God, 
which was Gal. v. 16. Walk in the 
ſpirit and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſts 
of the fleſh. 

In purſuance of theſe means for 
the mortifying of the luſts of 
the fleſh, I determined with my- 


felf, to eye the promiſes of God 


more frequently than I had done, 
and to that end, I choſe out ſome 
promiſes of daily and continual uſe, 
and determined by the help of God, 
to ſalute and embrace them once a 
day, and not only to take a view 


of them myſelf, but in my medi- 
-1t pleaſeth God to ſee us taking hold 


tations, and ſcliloquies to ſpread 
them before God, and to put the 
Lord in remembrance of them. For 
ſupplying all the wants of the day, 
I "choſe that promiſe Phil. iv. 19. 
For growth in grace, H/. xiv. 5. 
For ſubduing my ſins, Micah vii. 19. 
Rom. vi. 14. For ſucceſs in my un- 
dertakings, P/al. i. 3. For turning 
all the events of the day for good 
to me, Rom. viii. 28. For the con- 
verſion and ſanctification of my chil- 
_ dren, Ja. xliv. 3. For my yoke- 
fellow and ſervants, and all others 
in my family, that they might get 
good from me, and return to God, 
and grow in grace, H/. xiv. 7. 
For ſanctifying of my afflictions, 
La. xxvii. 9. Zech. xiii. 9. For au- 
dience of my prayers, Micah vn. 7. 
Jobn xiv. 13, 14. For grace and 
ſtrength to manage all the works of 
the Day, to the glory of God, Zech. 
x. 12. For protection from dangers 
and caſualties, Gen. xv. 1. For 
giving me eternal life, in caſe the 
day ſhould bring death to me, Luke 
X11. 32. John iii. 16. For counſel 
and direction in all caſes of difficul- 
ty and unexpected emergencies, Ja. 
viii. 11. P/al. xxxii. 8. . 

„I judged it alſo very conduci- 
ble, to the glory of God, and my 
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own ſoul's good, to manage all my 
employments, as much as may be, 
with an eye to the promiſes, and as 


to my calling, when-I am ſtudying 
to compoſe ſermons, Deut. xxviu. 


8. When I go to preach, Matt. 
xxviii. 19, 20. For ſucceſs in my 
preaching, Ja. lvi. 8, Ixv. 23. 


„I was the more confirmed in 


this frequent, and familiar converſe 


with the promiſes, not only as it 


helps on our participation of the 
divine nature, and our eſcaping the 
pollution that is in the world thro? 
luſt; but becauſe the Lord com- 


mands us to be always mindful of 


his covenant, 1 Chron. xvi. 15. And 


of his covenant, 1/2. lvi. 4. And it 
1s for the glory of God. 

« determined alſo when I ſhould 
feel the workings of any luſt, pre- 
ſently to look up to Jeſus Chriſt: 
It being the remedy which the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt preſcribes againſt ſuch ſins 
as do molt eaſily beſet us, Heb. xii, 
I, 2. I have often been encouraged 
and helped in this practice, of look- 
ing unto Jeſus, to ſubdue my fins, 
from Acts iii. ult. God ſent his Son 
Jeſus to bleſs us, in turning us every 
one from his iniquities. Beza's note 
upon that text 1s very good, and 
hath been of uſe to me, viz. that 


the great word for iniquities, ſigni- 
fies the roots and habits of fin. I 


ſaw it was my duty and concern- 
ment every day, to be more frequen} 
in applying my ſoul to Chriſt, and 
Chriſt's benefits to my ſoul. 

In purſuance of the third means 
of mortification, viz. Walking 1n 
the Spirit ; I reſolved to endeavour 


to do my work, and duties, both to 


God and men, more ſpiritually, 2nd 
in order hereunto, to reduce' my 
actings io ſome word, and as oft as 1 
could, to eye ſome word of God, as 
I was entering on them; as for in- 


ſtance, If I be called out by _ 


n 


wed ©&=323 
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or ſtirred up in my own ſpirit to vis 


ſit the fick, or any afflicted perſon, 
to have my thoughts on Matt. xxv. 
36. or Jam. i. 27. When any poor 
people come to me for relief, or any 
object of charity is preſented to me, 
to eye Gal. vi. 10. or Heb. xiii. 16. 
or Ja. lviii. 10. or Eccl. xi. 1. or 
Prov. xix. 17. When a poor man 
cometh to borrow, Deut. xv. 7, 8, 
10. When to write letters, take a 
journey, or be any ways employed 
for others, Gal. v. 13. Phil. ii. 4. 
When to viſit out of courteſy, or do 
any thing which courteſy requireth, 
1 Pet. iii. 8. When to inſtruct my 
ſervants and children, Deut. vi. 7. 
Cen. xviii. 19. When to catechiſe 
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the youth that come to my family, 
Jebn xxi. 15. Prov. xxii. 6. When 
invited to exerciſe abroad among 
poor or rich, //2. xxxii. ult. When 


to adminiſter a reproof, Lev. xix. 17. 
When to confer about ſpiritual 
things, Mal. iii. 17. ; 

This was the wiſe and holy me- 
thod which this faithful ſervant and 
ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt preſcribed to 
himſelf, by divine direction, where- 
by to manage the ſpiritual war, with 
the ſin that dwelt in him, that he 
might not be overcome with it. Ac- 
cording to which he moreover 
charged himſelf with the practice of 
univerſal poſitive holineſs, which 
he records in page 12, of his life, 
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Lenging for Chery, an Hymn, 


ORD what a reſtleſs ſtate, 
Is this that's here below, 
New troubles conſtantly create, 
And make us daily woe. 


How oft my heart miſguides, 
How oft my love grows cold ; 

How often unbelief preſides, 
And faith lets go its hold. 


Oh ! when ſhall I remove 
To yonder bleſt abode ; 

Oh! when ſhall I, with perfect love, 
Adore a perfe& God. 


When ſhall I reach that place, 
And bow before that throne, 

Where love omnipotent, and grace, 
Triumphant reigns alone. 


Tlong to bear a part, 
In Heav'us {eraphic lays; 

I long to give my worthleſs heart, 
To thy eternal praiſe 


Oh! that J had the wings, 
The pinions of a dove ; 

How would J quit terreſtr'al things 
And ſoar to joys above. 


There I'd rejoice and ſing, 
And ever cry aloud ; 


All praife and glory to my King, . 


Salvation to my God. 
'There I ſhall never ceaſe, 


Nor ever thence remove; 
But live and dwell in perfect peace, 
And everlaſting love. 


St. Thomas's, 
Southwark, . 


Defrres after Chrift, Pardon and Peact. 
An Hymn. 


Wait the viſits of thy grace, 
My Saviour and iny God, 


O! come and ſhew thy ſmiling face, 


And waſh me in thy blood. 
ot L am 
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I languih almoſt in deſpair, 
My weary ſaul lift up; 
My mournful finking ſpirits chear, 
Open a door of hope. 


I fee myſelf a finner baſe, 
Infected quite throughout; 

Whate'er I have, I have by grace, 

| Without thy grace Pve nought. 


If I for thee would do ſomething, -- 

In honour of thy name, 

There i is ſo much of felf within, 
It gives me grief and ſhame. 


Oh ! whither can I go to get, 
A pardon for my fin ; 

But only to my Saviour's feet, 
And wait and call on him, 


Oh! that I could, but once, by faith 
Behold him on the tree, 
And ſee him languiſh there to death, 
And ſhed his blood for me. | 


Oh! that I might but once be 
found 
In that bleſt median 3. 
Which in my ears doth often ſound, 
His blood and righteouſneſs, 


Tis this alone can give me caſe, 
And heal my wounded heart ; 
My Saviour's blood and righteouſ- 

= Mets. 
True peace alone impart. 


. 


An HY MN. 


Inners attend, attend J pray, 
8 And hear the Goſpel word; 
Repard your viſitation day, 

And entertain your Lord. 
He calls unto the fons of men, 
His er d grace to. prove; 
That they in ſeeking might attain, 
Repentance, faith, and love. 


Give me thy heart, the Saviour cries, 
Juſtly he doth it claim; 


· 0 E 8 R Y. 


His arms are open to receive, | 
. Whoever to him flies; 
Pardon and preſent peace. to pive, 
And love which never dies. 


In love the Lord will you embrace, 


And welcome wand”rers home; 
Heal all your wounds, proclaim 
e your peace, f 

And mark you for his own, 


Come then receive your ſuitor i in, 
The Royal heavenly gueſt, 


And to your joy you'll find in him, 


A ſweet refreſhing feaſt. 


Jeſus our Prophet, Prieſt, and King, 


Thou friend of Gavers come; 
Deſcend kind comforter and bring 
The great ſalvation home. 


T he following Lines were wrote on a 


Blank Leaf in Pope's Abelard and 


Heloiſe, by injerting of which, you 


vill oblige, Yours, &c. 
G. 8. 
EE youthful luſts from youthful 


nature ſpring, > 


»Till nobler wiſhes riſe on tender 


wein 
Till human nature feels its heavy 
fall, 


And true converſion proves the cure 


of all. 
"Tis not from learning, virtue is de- 
| riv'n, 
'Tis all of grace, and grace deſcends 
from Heav'in; 
The world by knowledge, miſs' dtrue 
Wiſdom's plan, 
They wander'd, err'd, and tumbled - 


_ to A man, 
Learning too frequent is the cloak 
price, 
It ſwells the foul, or does the ſoul 
| miſpuide; 
Fondly allures, with ornament and 
| wit, 1 | 
Our minds from what alone is juſt 


and fit ; 3 


Why ſhould you then his ſuit deſ- While meekneſs, love and charity 


piſe, 
And grieve the tender lamb ? 


divine, 
Ow all ſhall periſh, will for ever 
mine. 
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Shoft but True ACCOUNT 


OF A 


Work of Grace wrought in the Soul of a 


poor Ploughman. 


5 8 the place of my birth, or a- 


bode, my name, &c. are not 


material in the following relation, 
I ſhall endeavour to keep them con- 
cealed, and begin with informing 
you of the firſt principles of . 
I adhered to, and the manner of my 
life. I was brought up by my pa- 
rents in the doctrine and ſervice of 
the Church of England, and was 
taught to conform myſelf to the 
rules and cuſioms of the religion I 
profeſſed ; having the greateſt vene- 

ration for the feaſts and faſts of the 


church; believing the Prieſts there- 


of were lawfully called and divinely 
inſpired, and aſſiſted to execute their 
office ; and that all other Teachers, 


who were not qualified with their 


ſeveral degrees of Collegiate learn- 
ing, nor covered with the ſame ſort 
of canonical veſtments, nor obſerv- 
ed the ſame forms and ceremonies 
in public worſhip, were thieves and 
robbers. I further believed that 
whoever were conformable to rhe 
ſaid rights and ceremonies, might 
take liberty, when the duty of the 
day was over, as, on a ſunday, to 
ſpend the remainder of the day in 
harmleſs diverſions ; ſuch as viſiting 
a friend and drinking freely with 
him, or talking chearfully on any 
ſubject; walking in the fields, or 
going a journey, or doing of Buſt- 


I See Bp. 78 Book of Sports; 


neſs, &c. And on other days, might 
ſpend all the. time which could be 
ſpared from buſineſs, in gaming, 
playing at cards, and throwing the 
dice, all night ; or ſo long as. the 
company would ſtay, or the people, 
in whoſe houſe we were, ſeemed 


eaſy with it, and yet not commit a- 
ny fin, by ſuch or the like practices. 


My parents did not reprove me for 


committing ſuch evils, nor did the 
miniſter, when I afterward came to 


receive the Sacrament, ask me, if I 
had repented of my paſt fins and fol- 


lies, (of which he could not be quite 


ignorant, as I had ſometimes been 


in his company) nor did he ever re- 


prove me in our converſation, to 


the beſt of my remembrance, 


Now though the religion I pro- 
feſſed, did not allow me to live and 
walk 1n ſuch a vain courſe of life. 
yet as I met with no reproof from 
either parents, or miniſters, I judg- 


ed it lawful, and found it very pleaſ- 
ing, as it brought ſo great indul- 


gence to my pleaſures, which I could 
purſue without check or controul, 
trom the world or conſcience, Jf 
I did but perform the duty of the 
day, there was ſpare time enough 
to ſpend in pleaſure, to make ten 


times amends for the trouble of the 


ſhort time ſpent in duty. I could 
ſoon gallop over my prayers, to go 
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to my ſports and pleaſures (when I 
had leiſure) all the remainder of the 
day; and under the notion of their 
being lawful, gained an experimen- 


tal knowledge of them fo far as to 


improve them to my own advantage, 
and to other perſons diſadvantage, in 
our way of gaming both at cards 
and dice. | 

This knowledge gave my plea- 
fares a double ſweetneſs, made me 
endeavour to get into ſuch company 
as I could take advantage of their 
weakneſs, or ignorance, to increafe 
my own profit ; and t us by an aſ- 


ſiduous application of my thoughts 


and fpare time to this purpoſe, I bad 
gained great knowledge in the art 


of gamiog, avd my heart would ex- 


uit, and applaud me, on account of 
the advantage I had gained upon the 
vnwary perions with whom I had 
been at play, and more eſpecially 
upon ſuch of tnem as were my ſupe- 
riors, or thoſe who were of other 
principles in religion different from 


my own, My mort prayers at night 


were ſoon 1aid, and | ſlept fweeily, 
and contentediy: when JI awoke 
in the morning, I began to ſcheme 
the. pleaſures of che growing day, or 
evening, and ſet every faculty at 
work to contnve the molt modiſn, 
and genteel way, to ioſinuate myſelf 
into the good liking and company 
of the moſt wary. perſons, as well as 
the moſt innocent. | 

Upon a time hearing a Gentleman, 
who accidently came into the com- 
pany where I was, {peak well of the 
King and Council, and endeayour to 
remove ſome of the prejudices I had 
entertained geinſt him and them ; I 
was in my heart very angry with him, 


but feared, as he was much of a gen- 


tleman, I ſhould never have an op- 
portunity to be fully revenged on 
him; yer, as the penerality of the 


Hoſea iy, 17. 


PIOUS: THOUGHTS. 


company propoſed a game at cards, 
and I beiog admitted to make one 
amongſt them, be'ore we parted, I 
made myſelf ample zmends ;_ and as 
my vain thoughts then ſtood bent, 
thoaght ] meritoriouſly won the mo- 
ney from a perſon I believed to be 
worſe than an infidel. There be- 
ing ſomething ſo very pleaſing to 
my mind, in winning his money, 
made me put that good work amongſt 


my other works of ſupererogation, 


ſuch as ſpeaking againſt the King 
and Council, and perſecuting Dif- 
ſenters, drink ing healths to the Pre- 
tender and his party, confuſion to 
—, Damnation to 5 &. 
Of ſuch good works I had a great 
ſtock, and was by the party whoſe 
Good Old Cauſe 1 eſpouſed, owned, 
loved, encouraged, and thought to 
be ſettled ſo faſt on that foundation, 
that nothing could ever remove me, 
Theſe with many other follies, at- 
tending ſuch principles, and ſuch. 
converſation, I was daily guilty of, 
and yet ſo ſtupidly ignorant, ſo deep- 
ly infatuated, as to think my eternal 
ſlate good, and myſelf in the right 


way to heaven. 


The Bible I el'eved to be the | 
word of God, nor do I remember 


J ever doubted of that, but I feldom - 


read therein, except a chapter e- 
very Sunday night; for 1 then 
thought (as too many now think, 
even thouſands of perſons) there 
was no great occaſion to read in the 
bible any oftener than once every 
week, ſeeing I had read it over and 
over again at ſchool ; and befides the 


excellent Liturgy preſented we with 


prayers, ſuitable to almoſt all occa- 
lions ; thus Ephraim was joined to 
idols, and let alone“, and I conti- 


nued walking in the broad way, with 


the major part of mankind, not 
queſtioning the goodneſs, or ſafety, 


o/ 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


of my eternal tate, whilf in my 
yowhfal years; and if upon ſome 
flight ſurvey of my actions, or words, 
I found ſome of them a little irre- 
gular, yet, thought I, being a pe- 
nitent when death came, and having 
then but time to ſay, Lord have mer- 
cy upon me, would merit my pardon. 

Going on in this courſe, and en- 
creaſing my acquaintance with young 
people, (either from their practice, 
or from the prevailing corruption of 
nature, now more powerfully work- 
ing in me) ſwearing and lying be- 
gan to grow upon me, and the ad- 
dition of theſe to my equivocating 
and flattery, made me, amongit my 
own companions, thought of as 
more modiſh, and not the leſs re- 

ſpected; but yet I could ſeldom 
/ without meeting with ſome 
reproof within, Which ſomrtimes 
would io fright me, as io make me 
reſolve again it for the future; yet 
J cculd not refrain, although 1 


ſtrongly endeavoured to do it, and 


my conſcience accuſed me for it. 
Conſcience, in thoſe youthful days, 
235 not ſo ſeared as to be paſt teel- 
but a ceriain horror would at 
7120 attend ſuch a practice; and 
the iceing and hearing of others a- 
bound in fins of this Nature, as no 
ſufficient excuſe for me. Tis true, 
too true indeed! I have heard ſome 
of my ſuperiors more guilty. herein 
than myſelf; and although fome- 
thing more and better, than could 
be found in me, might be expect- 
ed from them, on account of cheir 
education, &c, yet their practice 
was, in many reſpects, as bad as my 
on, and in ſome reſpects much 
worſe, 
Although I was thus walking in 
a vain Converſation and religion, as 
received by tradition from my fore- 
raking T, I net 'erthelels thought 


it whimfical, or fanatic 


more than 


1 33 
myſclf a good Chriſtian, and a very 
good Ch darchman, and went to 
church al: uoſt every ſuadaz ; for ſick- 
nels, except very violent, could not 


keep me away, and even that, ho- 


ever terrifying to others, dd not 


ruffle my temper, or diiturd my_ 


peace. The griſiy King did not 
tright me, and if ever I ought on 
the ſharpneſs of his dart on the ac- 
count of my ſwearing, I he:jed the 
wound betorehand, by applying the 
many chirities I had done towarcs 
the po ON} [ had laid up a great 
ſtock of good woiks, againſt ſuch a 
day, full enough, as [tha thought, 
to cover a multitude of fins, and 
ſave my ſoul from deach; beſide, [ 
perſuaded myſelf, my ſwearing was 
but a trifle in compariſon with others, 
and my charities to boundleſe, that 
even God himſelf was a great deal 
in debt to me; and further, having 
the Parſon to pray with me, and the 
prayers of the church put up for me, 
with all cheſe advantages I did not 
miſtruſt any miſcarriage; but tho't 
cal to doubt 
of the validity of ſuch evidences, 
Moreover, as my g:andfat ther en- 
tered as a volunteer imo the army 
of King Charles the Firit, and 
fought for the Church 2nd King, 
ſpending a large ſum of money to 
ſupport himſeli through, and after 
that war, and as neither that Ri g. 
nor his ſons, ina de him any fort of 
amends, the debt of merit mult be 
put upon the ſcore of the Church; 
and as this {uperozatory work wa 
1wihclnt to merit his 
1 there mull canleg ently be 
a ſurp jus 1212410: ag in tue treuſur Y 
of the Church, vaich muit be a- 
vailable to ſome of his deſcendants 
Who wa 10 tis | thought 
no one had 10 good a right ag a0 = 
ſelf. Aud thus convictions for fa 
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were ſometimes ſmothered, and I 
continued in theſe courſes until I 
was about twenty three years ofage, 
though, thanks be to God, I was not 
left to walk thus for term of life. 
The Lord remembered me in mercy, 
and ſtopped me in my walk in the 
broad way, and at jength brought me 
back into the narrow way; deliver- 
ed me from going down into the 
Pit, having founda ranſom ; knock- 
ed off my fetters ; opened my blind 
eyes, and ſet my face towards Zion, 
and tavght me to ask the way thi- 

ther with weeping and* ſupplicati- 
ons &; carried me ſaſe through all 
oppohtion, the greateſt of which 
attended me from my dear and near 
relations, who would not be tho- 
roughly reconciled to me until 
death; but then, indeed, they ſhew- 
ed ſome kind of concern for former 
Prejudices againſt me, Their op- 
poſition againſt my walking in the 
narrew way extended ſo far, as to 
Join and agree to deprive me of all 
favours I had any hopes to expect 
from them, and turn me out into 
the wide wor'd, to ſhift for myſelf 
as well as I could; to which 1 was 
made willing to ſubmit rather than 
be conformable to their ways. 

I defire ever to adore free, rich, 
unme1ited grace, which convinced 
me firſt of my ſinful ways, and then 
carried me ſafe through all oppo- 
fition 4, and did not leave, nor for- 
fake me under it; but bore me up 
with an everlaſting arm, and carri- 
ed me through every trial I met 
with from theworld and Satan; and, 
Iike a kind ſhepherd 4, who not on- 
Iy carries the lamb in his arms, 
but lays it in his boſom, to impart 
warmth unto it, and kindly nouriſh 
it, protected me from the cold 


J. Heb, xiii. * . 
Cant Ia 11. 11. 
41. 20 11 Rom. iii. 19. xli, 15. 


proved me puilty, and condemned 


Matt. vii. 15. Job xxxiii. 24. Iſa. xxix. 18. 
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blaſts of perſecution, and cheriſhed 
by the ſmiles of my great Lord, the 
Shepherd of Iſrael ; fed me with the | 
milk of the word, brought me to 

my ſpiritual mother the Church | 
of Chriſt, whoſe breaſts of conſola- 

tion made me grow ſtronger and | 
ſtronger * : I fed in the green paſ. | 
tures, drank of the ſtil] waters, yea a 
drew water from the wells of ſalva- a 
tion. 

My dear Lord made uſe of a fa- i 
miliar and particuler way at firſt to , 
couvince me of my ſins and follies, 

not by a Goſpel Miniter, for thoſe | 
I did not go near, but by a female . 
friend, with whom I was well ac- G 
quainted. Her words lay cloſe to 5 
me, and ſtung me to the heart; f 
brought me into a ſerious way of q 
thinking, and reflecting upon my h 


paſt ſins and future miſeries. She U 
told me I was a liar, a flatterer, and 10 
a deceitful man, and that David 5 


ſaid, God wwould deſtroy the deceitful 5 5 
man. I looked into the Pſalms and 
ſoon found the words ſhe mention- 
ed ||, which were to my ſou] as an 
unexpected clap of thunder, &c. 1 
ſtood as thunder ſtruck, conſidering 
whether I was deſerving of this e- 
pithet (Deceitful) or not! but up- 
on ſtrict examination of my paſt con- 
duct, my conſcience accuſed me, 


me; and if my own conſcience con- 


demned me, God was greater than 70 
my conſcience , knew more of ri 
my wickedneſs, and would con- or 
demn me to everlaſting puniſhment. 1 
Other fins alſo came in as witneſſes 10 
againſt me, and confirming the ſen- _ 
tence paſſedon me atthe bar of con- ty 
ſcience, proved me guilty of the Er 
breach of all God's commandments, be 


in either thought word, or deed [| 
: ou 
Jer. I. 4, 5. IIa. XII. 1. 
* Epheſ. v. 29. Fal. Kii. 1 1 et. 1. 2 s 
„„ 2; if. xi, 3. AL 6. T7 5 John 0 


Thus 
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Thus had I a heavy burthen, more 


than I could well bear, and to this 


load Satan added his accuſations 
againſt me, ſuggeſting that my 


fas were too great to expect any 


ardon, for the ſoul that finneth 
mall die“; and when I attempted 
to pray he reliſted, and hindered 
me ; bringing thoſe words to my 


mind, The prayers of the wicked are 


an abomination to the Lerd +, and that 
it was not only in vain to pray, but 
alſo too late to pray now. 

In ſhort [ was brought ſo low, as 
to think myſelf the moſt wretched 
creature living upon earth, and to 
wiſh myſelf any thing rather than 
what I was, even a dog, or a devil, 
Ke. Thus my guilt, horror, and 
deſpair were great, yea too great to 
be deſcribed; and J, a guilty ca- 
tive, went about fearing the earth 
would open her mouth and ſwallow 
me up, or ſome other juſt judgment 
of God fall on me, and be my eter- 
ral ruin. I was much afraid of go- 
ing to ſleep at night, Jeſt I ſhould 
awake in that place of torment 
where I expected ſoon to be; my 
conſcience was-awake now, and kept 
zccuſing me for ſwearing, lying, 
cheating, deceitfulneſs, flattery, &c. 
Ihad reaſon now not to think fo 
well of myſelf as I formerly did, 
nor ſo well as my companions might 
poſibly think of me, but quite the 
reverſe, for I was gone out of the 
night way and become abominable t, 
unjuſt in my actions, full of guile 
and hypocriſy in my words; my 
tongue was full of deadly poiſon 8, 
my lips of deceit, miſchief and vani- 
ty, and the way of peace had not 
known, nor had the fear of God 
before my eyes F. 85 

Reflecting upon my paſt behavi— 
our, ] found it not good, neither in 


* Ezek, xviii. 4. 
| Rem. iii. 17, 18, | Micah vi. 7. 


+ Proy xv. 8. 
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the whole, nor in any part of it, 

eing not according to ſcripture 
rule; and therefore took a ſtrong 
relolution to grow better, and now 

ave more largely to the poor than 
1 formerly had done; and had I 
been able, would have built an hoſ- 
pitzl, or endowed ſome religious 
houte, or done any other good work 
that had been recommended meri- 
torious; I would have given, if I 
had been avle, thoulands of rams, 
or ten thouſand rivers of oil, or the 
fruit of my body for the fin of my 
foul |]; I would have given any 
thing I had, or done any thing I 
could, to have purchaſed theforgive- 
neſs of my fins, and to this end, 
was oftimes thinking about giving 
and doing, &c. | 

I much endeavoured now to 
change my companions, my plea- 
ſures, and ways in life; but their 
former impreſſions was deeply re- 
ceived into my nature, and kept on 
by the enemy of good, which 
again entangled me, and brought 
freſh guilt upon my conſcience :_ 
However I made ſreſh refolations, 
in my own ſtrength, which I alſo 
broke, and ſtill met with new, and 
more ſtrong convictions. _- | 

Looking back upon my paſt life, 
T found it one continued ſcene of 
wickedneſs, from the time I could 
act reaſon to the preſent time, com- 
mencing from the firſt breach of 
God's holy law, and continuing 
almoſt ever fince, in repeated viola- 
tions of his commands, and breach 
of promiſes made by me. 

Theſe conſiderations brought me 
to acknowledge the vileneſs of my 
heart, and wickedneſs of my ways, 
with great contrition and confeſſion 
of my fins to God, and raiſed ear- 
neſt deſires in me after pardon and 


* 


{ Pſal- liii, 1, 3. SC Plal. x, 7. 
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paſt any hopes of pardon, and hav- 
ing no other way, but that of prayer, 
to approach an offended Deity, I 


fell down on my knees, intending to 


confeſs my ſins, and 'orrows, on their 
account, and beg pardon in ſuch a 
way as my deep diltreſs prompted 
me to; but ſo ſoon as I began, my 
mouth was ſtopped, and an uncom- 
mon temptation prevented my pray- 
ing, and Satan by his wiles fo ter- 
ritied me, and fri; hted me from the 
duty, that I could not proceed, but 
Mas almoſt driven to deſpair of any 
mercy or pardon. My fins were ſo 
heavy they loaded me don: Satan 
ſhut me up, and I could not come 


re. 18. 
11. J Ia xh. 20. 


there every opportunity. 


Fiel Wii. 4, 20. 
§ 2 Sam. xil. 13s 
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forgiveneſs. In this condemned forth: Pity or help from my deareg w” 
Rate , and under this load of guilt, friends, or neareſt relations, I could 1 / 
J often went to church, and took as not expect, nor durlt I ask it fron Nes. 
much notice as was poſibie of what ſtrangers; go to God I could not, Ng 
the Miniſter ſaid in his fe-mon, hop- nor yet from myſelf. I went to the Sh 
ing to find fome cordial to alleviate bible, but found it a book ſealed |, $6 
my diftrets, or heal my tin-fick foul, I went to the world, and it hid in ner 
but could not find any. He told face from me, and ſhewed me now con 
me to keep the law, and fo to pur- no good or ſatisfying object, nor a. yt 
chaſe the favour of God, and the ny thing, or way, that was diverting, Moa 
forgiveneſs of fins I wanted; but as If I now went to feed upon the plea. M 
J had for ſome weeks paſt been en- ſures thereof as formerly, I fed up- iy. 
deavourirg in vain to do this, knew on aſhes F; a deceived heart had tore 
that it was altogether impracticable: turned me alide, I could not deliver MW: 
Beſides the keeping of the law, the myſelf, nor ſay, is there not a lie in parc 
moral law, (were it poſſible) would my right hand? I wandered from Nat 
now be too late to make amends for mountain to hill like Cain, a fugi- Wii 
former tranſgreſſions thereof, becauſe tive, and a vagabond ; but could Nord 
the ſoul that finneth ſhall die ; and find no reſting place, nor hopes of Moki 
as death eternal is the wages alrea- any pardon ; for I now deſpaired of Mite 
dy due to me for the breach thereof, any, nor could my good works, or 
the keeping it now could not make works of ſupererogation, now avail 
a full ſatis faction, or atonement, for me; but I continued many weeks 
paſt offences. oy dragging my chain about, and con- 
I wanted to confeſs my ſins to  tinually fearing death, judgment and 
God, and beg pardon, but knew not eternal puniſhment ; till, wading in 
how; I had learned no ſuitable the depth of deſpair, I was a: laſt 
prayer, nor could I find one exactiy remembered in mercy, and theſe 
adapted to my preſent diſtreſſed words brought to my mind, The 
circumſtances ; but being almoſt Lord alſo hath put away thy fin, thou 
With joytul haſte ! 


ſhalt not die F. | 
had recourle to the bible, and found 
and read the ſacred text, and gain- 
ed thereby ſome hopes of a pardon, 
which I held {aſt; now, as often 
reading the word, I gained encou- 
ragement to my hopes, by examples 
of mercy there recorded, and pro - 


miſes of forgiveneſs made; and my 


hoping and longing for mercy tomy 
poor ſoul, encouraged me to read 
Some 
glimmerings of prace and favour 
appeared through the whole book, 
towards repenting fianers **; ſome 
bowels of mercy ſhown towards 
returning prodigals tf, which 


IIa. xxix. 
it Luke xv. 20, 
made 


1 Pal. Ixxxviii, 8. 
* Luke Xxiii. 42. 


made me now much delighted in 

that which was heretofore but a de- 
ell ſpiſed book. | p 
Id As a great reformation now at- 
m tcoded my whole walk and conver- 
ot, WM lation, 1, after much faſting and 
be paying, and forſaking the vain 
i Withiags of life, partook of the ſacra- 
ts nent, whereby I was filled with 
comfort and much elated ; for eve- 
n thing and ceremony about it ap- 
g. Whpcared, as I then thought, with 
a Wome intrinſick worth and holineſs. 
p. vas indeed greatly reformed, al- 
al Ntered, and mended apace, but tho” 
er ais brought me comfort, yet no 
in pardon ; however I kept reading 
n ia the bible daily, and oftimes in a 
variety of books wrote by perſons 
of different denominations, ſome of 
which met with my approbation, 
others my cenſure, : 

I was now hike too many young 
converts, or «.eak believers, think- 
ing my own weak light ſufficient to 
gude me through all the difficult 
points of controverſy, in the princi- 
ples of religion, and that. I had a 
wht to coademn all others which 
were not exactly of my breadth and 
ſengtk; but herein I now think 
yſelf much to blame, as well as all 
others of ſuch ſuperficial Knowledge, 
md infant underſtanding, in divine 
yſteries. Notwithſtanding all this 
Iteration in me for the better, my 
pardon was not yet made out to me; 
but thus J continued for about two 
years or more, much altered and re- 
ormed, and beginning to have but 
ery indifferent thoughts of my for- 
er friends, withdrew myſelf from 
beit acquaintance and converſation, 


ae | vas not yet ſo happy.as 1 want- 
=: d to be; the corruption of my fal- 


1d my original pollution would 
reak out. It was with me as with 


——— — gs at — ————— — S 
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len nature began to diſcover itſelf, 


159 
an old ſore new healed, or skinned, 
but not being ſearched to the bot- 
tom, was far from a perfect cure. 

I was under great diſtreſs, at cer- 
tain times, for my paſl fins, and 
preſent corrupt heart; and, at other 
times, leſs thoughtful and more 
chearful : I was a conſtant attender 
at the communion every opportuni- 
ty, and, althaugh this brought ſome 
peace, vet no pardon. Upon an 
Eaſter Sunday (if I remember the 


day right) after I had received the 


elements of bread and wine, (being 
uſual with me to faſt all the day and 
night) when the family went to din- 
ner I went away, and laid me down 
on the bed, and fell aſleep, and 
dreamed a perſon in black cloaths 
came to me, and, after ſome diſ- 
courſe about my eternal concerns, 
told me tnat he was the perſon God 
had appointed to adminiſter com- 
fort to my diſconſolate ſoul ; he was 
once a Miniſter in the eſtabliſhed 
church, but the Lord had called 
him thence, and would ſoon call me 
away alſo. After he was gone a- 
way, I further dreamed, that an 
angel came to me, and converſed 
much with me about divine things, 


and in particular about the decrees 


of God; and pointed to a bright ſug 
beam which ſtretched acroſs the 
earth in a direct line: He told me 
the divine decrees were like that 
ſun beam, without any variableneſs 
or ſo much as a ſhadow of turning ; 
and having reconciled me to the 
divine diſpenſations, told me 1n re- 
ſpe& to my great troubles from my 
relations, and fears about my eter- 
nal ſtate, F ſhould be free next Mid- 
ſammer. I awaked in an extaſy ot 
joy, ſinging, I ſhall be free by 
Midſummer, I ſhall get free next 
Midſummer. A divine joy ſat up- 
on my ſpirit for ſome days after this 
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' . ſweet dream, and wes even a fore- 


tafte of future glory ; and the hopes 
of being delivered from my chains, 
ſo ſoon 2s midſummer, made a plea- 
ſant abiding impreſſion on my foul 
many days. But theſe pleaſant 
days were ſucceeded by others of a 
different nature ; for my relations 
perceiving, by my. much reading, 
faſting, and ſerious diſcourſes, that 
I was fo fanatical, as they appre- 
hended, as to be weary of the way 
of worſhip of my fathers ; and this 


opinion of tpeirs being confirmed 


by my reading only the bible, and 
books of different principles, and in 
particular John Bunyan, &c.. they 
combined together, and reſolved 
whatever was the confequence, not 
to ſuffer me to leave their way; and 
beginning to ule ſeverity towards 
me, their cruel uſage raiſed many 
a conflict in my mind, as well as 
many a diſpute with them; but in 
the diſputes, bleſſed, for ever bleſo- 
ed be God, Idid not want a mouth, 
and wildom, &c. + according to his 
promiſe to his ſuffering» people; but 
theſe conflicts drownei the voice of 
my deliverance at Midſummer, and 
made me really forget it. However, 
after all my hear: breaking conflicts, 
I was by providence carried a jour- 


ney to the county town, upon buſi- 


neſs, on a Saturday, and ſtaid there 
all night, and on the Sabbath day 
morning intended to go to hear a 
learned Miniſter at the Preſbyterian 


meeting houſe ; but providentially 


met with an acquazntance, who 
would carry me with himſelf to the 
Independent meeting hcute. I went 


Vith great reluctance, although I 


had no real cauſe, but ſomething 
within me ſeemed to reſiſt and op- 
poſe my going thither, So ſoon as 


T Luke xxi.'15, 
if 1 Cor. i. 8, 


} 1 Corinth, 


(To be continued) 


| the Minifter began to pray, my eyes 


were fixed upon his face, and by 
the ſtreams of tears running down 
his cheeks, I found him an earnef 
pleader for poor ſouls. I had neyer 
ſeen ſuch a ſight before; but I was 
ſoon brought to remember this waz 
the perſon I had ſeen in my dream 
on Eaſter Sunday laſt, and when! 
confidered the time, as 1t was now 
near Midſummer, I thought the man 


and time were come for my delire. 


rance. His prayer was too ſoon [ 
thought ended, my ſoul was not ful. 
ly ſatisfied, I wanted more; yet al. 
though they were ſhort, they were 
very ſweer. Prayer ended, &c. he 
took the bible, and read therein theſe 
words, God is faithful, by whom j: 
abere called into the fellowſhip of bi 
Sou Jeſus Chriſt our Lord I; which 
words he opened and explained, and 
raiſed comfortable doctrine from 
them (more eſpecially to my ſoul) 
from the faithfulneſs of God in cal. 
ing his people, and accepting them 
in Chriſt Jeſus, imputing their fin 
ro Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs to 
them, and not puniſhing his people 
as their ſins deſerved ; becauſe Chil 
had paid the debt due to juſtice or 
their account, being delivered fol 
their offences, and roſe again to 
their juſtification &; who ſhall l 
any thing to the charge of God 
elect, it was Chrifl that died, th: 
they might be blameleſs in the di 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Il. The 
were the only ſcriptures which 
can remember of all thoſe he bro 
to prove his doctrine, which mad 
an abiding impreſſion upon 1 
mind, and 1 had not then, nor net 
ſhall have reaſon to repent bei 
carried by my friend to hear th 
Minifter ; for there, under | 


i. 9. & Rom, iv. 25. vill, i 


preaii 
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preaching, I met with pardon and 
forgiveneſs from a gracious God, 
who looked on me in mercy, grace, 
peace, pardon, and ſatisfaction, thro? 


my ſurety, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


The raging torments, which had fo 
much, and ſo long, diſtreſſed my 
ſoul, were now removed, and ſuc- 
ceeded by peace, and the wild diſ- 
orders thereof, by bliſsful harmony, 
the ſtorms and tempeſts were blown 
over, and a divine calm and ſerenity 
enſued. | 

A new ſcene of things began to 
appear before I quitted the place. I 
had the propitious countenance of 
my Heavenly Father lifred up upon 
me, and his love ſtreaming down to 
me through a crucified, dying, bleed- 
ing Jeſus, and great comfort from 
this ſcripture, who was delivered 
for our offences and roſe again for 
our juſtification *, I never can for- 
get the pleaſure that ſat upon my 
ſoul at the diſcovery of ſuch grace, 
nor that ſweet good man (although 
deſpiſed by the world) the Lord 
made uſe of, as an inſtrument in his 
hand, to blow the goſpel trumpet, 
the ſound of which reached my heart. 

Adieu my former friends, and 
dear relations, you and I muſt part 
for ever, except ſuch of you as the 
Lord is pleaſed to call out of that 
ftate of nature wherein you have 
been born and brought up, and re- 
veal his ſon unto you. Such of you 
with me can now with wonder 
and admiration, ſurvey the hidden 
way the Lord hath taken to call us 
out of the kingdom of darkneſs, and 
tranſlate us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son +, and more fully know, 
the true nature of love, triendſhip, 
and communion in this new profeſ- 
ſion and relation, than we ever 
could have done in that ſtate we have 


8 John XV. 18. | John 111. 6, 27. 


— —— — — 


Rem. iv. 2c, Tis. xzvii. 13. Joel it, 14. + CO 1 
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left. Such romantic dreams of im- 
aginary joys, and ſlaviſn meritorious 
duty, are proper themes for thoſe 
who are enamoured of a lepend, or 
cheated with an alchoran, Our plea- 
ſures now are more noble and re- 
fined ; our friendſhip more true and 
ſolid; our love more ardent and 
lafting, and our affection ro God ſo 
Haming, that what we had formerly 
bears no compariſon to it. | 
Thrice happy ſouls ! to bear pa- 
tiently the reproachful names of en- 


thuſiaſt, ſchiſmaric, heretic, &c. bind 


thoſe, and other undeſerved re- 
proaches to you, and wear them as 
your crown of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jeſus f, and know, and 
take comfort in this, that you are 
not of this world, if you were the 


world would love you, for it loves 


its own; but as you are choſen out 
of the world, therefore the world 
hate you 8; but this is no wonder, 
for it hated our dear Lord, before it 


hated us, and hath hated his people 


ever fince his days, to the preſent 
time. | 5 
However my former thoughts 
were about converſion, or how much 
ſoever I ſlighred and diſliked that 
doCtrine, as believing is was not 
neceſſary, I was now brought to ſee 
an abſolute neceſſity thereof, both 
in myſelf and others, in order to 
our ſalvation ||. My heart by na- 
ture was a carnal heart, was an 
ignorant heart, and oppoſite to the 
ways of God; a malicious heart a- 
gainſt the true worſhippers of God, 
namely, againft thoſe who worſhip- 
ed him, in ſpirit and truth; and to 
be thus carnally minded is death, 
becauſe the carual mind is enmity 
againſt God; forit is not ſubject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can 
be : So then, they that are in the 


1 Cor. i. 14. 
fleſh, 
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fleſh, cannot pleaſe God“; and a- 
las ! as this was my caſe, then how 
could I pleaſe God by my works, 


f 
cf | 
| 
Ft 
F} 
4 

7 
1 


nant of works, unconverted and 
knew it not, but was blind to my 
diſeaſe and to my remedy. | 

As carnal, I was filled with en- 
mity againſt the true ſpiritual way 
and worſhip of God's people; as un- 


vering and cloathing myſelf with my 
own righteouſnefs , hoping for 
acceptance by the merit thereof; 
_ forgetting the man who was caſt out 
not having on a wedding garment ; 
and knowing there was a Beſt Robe, 
to be put on returning prodigals ||, 
like Adam I was for ſewing fig- 
leaves together, to make a covering to 
hide my nakedneſs &; but the Lord 
cloathed him with a far better and 
more durable covering, and J hope 
will cover me alſo, with a far better 
covering than my own good works. 

As unconverted, 1 knew not 
heht from darkneſs, nor the true 
difference between the broad and 
narrow way ; 1 knew not the way 
unto the Father, nor the way he 
took to communicate his grace and 
favour to poor ſinners; I was igno- 
rant of God's righteouſneſs, and 10 
went about to eſtabliſn my own, 
and would not ſubmit to the righte- 
ouſneſs of God J. Thus I continu- 
ed above twenty years, and ſhould 
have ſtill continued in that blind 
ſtate, had not the Lord been pleaſed, 
by his work of grace upon my ſoul, 
to open my blindeyes, and enlighten 
me who ſat in in darkneſs, and the 
ſhadow of death, ard guide my feet 
into the (narrow way) the ways of 
peace and truth **, and draw out 
my defires towards true holineſs, 
and everlaſting happineſs, | 


* Nom. viii. 6, 75 8. 
AC 205 © 8 Gen. iii. 21. 
Axzi. 26. 11 1 Pet. ix. 4. 
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PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


when I was carnal and under a cove- 


der a covenant of works, I was co- 


. | 
q| Rom. x. 3» 44 ns Luke i. 78, 79%. 


The greateſt part of my ſpare time. 
from buſineſs, was now 1pent in ad- 
miring the works of grace, and the 
providence of a kind God and Fa- 
ther; in contemplating his love, 
favour, and kindneſs toward his 
children; in hearing ſermons and 
reading the bible, and other good 
books; in ſinging his praiſes, and 
adoring his goodneſs, and ſpeaking 
thereof to the ſons of men: Theſe 
pleaſant days were generally ſuc- 
ceeded by happy nights; and oh! 
how ſweet was fleep ! oftimes when 
the goodneſs of God impreſſed di- 
vine joys on my ſoul, in making 
his goodneſs paſs before me +4, 
and diſcovering his love to me, 
when my body was aſleep; ſuch 
happineſs cannot be fully expreſſed. 
Theſe happy davs, theſe bleſſed 
times, wherein I ſecreted myſelf 
from the world, and walked in the 
paths of duty, were taken notice of 
by my old companions, in a way of 
ridicule and banter, becauſe I did 
not run with them into the ſame ex- 
ceſs of riot I formerly had done jt. 
They think me now too ſtrict and 
formal in my converſation, and are 
oftimes accuſing and condemning 
me on that account. 

But although they accuſe me, my 
conſcience does not; for God was 
diſhonoured by my former ways 
and words; his true worſhip neg- 
lected and deſpiſed ; and the taking 
liberty to purſue worldly pleaſures, 
drew away the thoughts and affec- 
tions from God. How it is with o- 
thers I know not, but with myſelf 
they have. a very bad effect, for I 
cannot pet free from thoſe tempting 
allurements, in many hours, ſome- 
times days, and weeks; but my 
heart is not in a right frame, when 


I appear before God, and when L 


{| Luk? 
* 


would 


+ Matt, xxii. 11, 12. 


ov 


Job. xv. 11. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


5 F - 
would approach the throne of grace a great diſtance where I could not 
go to hear him any more, 


in peace, in faith, and comfort, Sa- 
tan ſtands at my right hand, to re- 
fiſt me“; my affections are dwin- 
dled away; my hope can take no 


hold; my faith flags; my joy is 
gone; my prayers then are cold 


and dead F. I have loſt the light 


of that lovely countenance, which 


I foraetimes have with pleaſure be- 
held, and continue wiſhing and 
longing for what I have ſinned away; 
Iam crying out with the ſpouſe, 
faw ye him whom my ſoul loveth ; 
I ſought him, but I found him not g. 
I am left to bewail my leanneſs and 


darkneſs, occaſioned by his abſence, 


during his pleaſure, either for a 
ſhort or long ſeaſon, which to him 
is moſt agreeable, and for me moiſt 
neceilary, and am again favoured 
with the ſmiles of his reconciled 
face ; he put in his hand by the 


hole of the door, and my bowels 


were moved for him ||, I fat down 
under his ſhadow with great delight, 


and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte 8. 


I again hear his word preached with 
profit, and pray to him with plea- 
{ure ; he is white and ruddy, the 


chiefeſt among ten thouſands, and 


altogether lovely ; this is my belov- 
ed, and this 1s my friend, O daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem C. | 

I have gone many times ten miles 
on a ſabbath day to hear the Miniſ- 
ter, before referred to, preach the 
goſpel, and never have repented ſo 
doing ; for I Fave bcen made ten 
times amends for my journeys, and 
have, in one day, enjoyed more ſo- 
lid pleaſure, than all my uncon- 
verted life ever afforded me. But 
it was not alwys thus with me, that 


Miniſter was removed to a place, at 


+ Pfal. iv. 6. 
Cant. V. IQ, 16, 
II Philip, i, 23. 

* 


Zech. iii. 1. 
§ Cant, ii. 3 


8 Ila. Xi, 2. 
2 | 
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After my comfortable ſeaſon, a- 
bove- mentioned, I was afflicted with 
a fit of ſickneſs which continued a 
month, and was in that time brought 


ſo near the grave, that my doctor, 


friends, and ſelf thought I could not 
recover: My bible lay by my bed- 
fide, and was my ſweet companion 
and delight ; for in thoſe days the 
word of God was precious **, and 
as [ was getting into the bed when 
firſt taken ill, theſe words were 
2 me, the Lord auiil make all his 

ed in his ficineſs Ft, This ſeripture 
was ſweet, and the conſolations of 
God was neither few nor ſmall with 
me tf ; I was ſupported with a di- 
vine hand, and ſweetly reſigned :0 
the will of God, begging and long- 


ing to be diſſolved, and be with my 


Redeemer I. And, as I received 
further comfort from the following 


ſcripture words, ordered a funeral 


ſermon to be preached from them at 
my burial, Behold God is my ſalvati- 
on, I will triſt and nut be afraid; for 
the Lord Fehovabh is my ftrength and 


Jong ; he alſo is my jalwuntion FF. 


Whilſt this ſickneſs continued, 
one of my relations, who had dealt 
hardly with me, on account of my 
change, died, and left me ſomething 
more than I expected, on which my 
other relation (feeing I had now 
ſome ſubſiſtence) grew reconciled. 
towards me. Recovering from my 
illneſs, the world ſmiled on me, and I 
ſoon entered into the holy late of 
matrimony, and had great buſineſs 
in purſuance thereof, I often went 
into the world, where I ſoon loſt the 
Joys and comforcs 1 had whilſt re- 
tired in the field at plough. The 


Cant. v. 4. 


＋ Cant. iii. 3. 
++ Pſal. xli. 3. 


* * 1 Sam. Ul, I, 


frequent 
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frequent calls of the world, engag- 


ed my heart and affections too much, 


and earth lay ſo near my heart, that 
Heaven was at a much greater diſ- 
tance now than uſual. 

I continued, about a quarter of a 
year under Egyptian darkneſs, and 
grew ſo cold, that I could ſcarce 
Pray, and when J did, it was with- 
out faith or comfort. Theſe follow- 
ing ſcriptures were often on my 
mind, has God fo long forgotten to 
be gracious ? Has he 1n anger ſhut 
up his tender mercies ? Will the 
Lord caſt off for ever? Will he be 
favourable no more. I am the 
man that hath ſeen affliction by 
the rod of his wrath. He hath 
led me and brought me into 
darkneſs, but not into light, ſurely 
againſt me is he turned f. I was 
at the ſame time alſo under the moſt 
Horrid temptations, and helliſh ſug- 
geſtions of Satan, ſurely, that ever 
any poor Chriſtian ever was, filled 
With blaſphemous thoughts, and at 
Jaſt, ſtrongly tempted to curſe God 
and die, and ſo get rid of thoſe 
troubles. Once, in particular, my 
lips and tongue was moved by an 
inviſible hand, and almoſt forced to 
it; but upon my earneſt praying to 
the Lord, for help, I was relieved : 
At length my darkneſs and tempta- 
tions were removed by an Almighty 
Power, in a way little leſs than mi- 
raculous, which was brought about 
In the following manner : 

One day as my eyes were caſt 
down upon the ground, in my own 
Houſe, under a ſenſe of my vileneſs, 
and miſery, I ſaw a little ragged 
book, lying under the table, which 
J took up, and upon opening of it, 

y eye fixed upon the following 
words, thy blefjedrefs in this life fands 
wot in a ſalitty and full enjoyment of 
ba. Hic thou evouldeſt have, but 


. * 
#Plal, Izxvii, 75 8, 9. 


T Lam. 111. 1, 2. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


in an hungring and tbirſting fer it. 


If bad pronounced them bleſjed, that 


are new ſatis. d with righteouſneſs, 
then thy avants might moſt juſily have 
diſcouraged thee : But I calied them 
bleſſed ihat hungen; in reading of 
which words, and by an 1mmediate 
application of this ſcripture, bleſſed 
are they which hunger and thirſt af- 


ter righteouſneſs, for they ſhall 


be filled t, my caſe was much al- 
tered for the better ; I knew I was, 
in fact, a hungry, thirſty ſoul, and 
therefore had no doubt, but this 
ſcripture belonged tome. The book 
was wrote by the Rev. Mr. Cowper, 
of Pert, and entitled, a Dialogue 
between Chriſt and the ſoul, but 
was never ſeen by me before, that [I 
could remember, nor was I ever a- 
ble to find out how it came into my 
houſe, nor whoſe book it had been. 
Being nowdelivered from my temp- 
tations and darkneſs, I walked more 
comfortably, but was again afflicted 
with ſickneſs, and as I was undreſs- 
ing myſelf to go to bed, being very 
ill, theſe words were brought to my 
mind, and faſtened there by a divine 
hand, ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
thee : For behold the darkneſs ſhall co- 
ver the earth, and groſs darkneſs the 
people; but the Lord ſhall ariſe upon 
thee and his glory ſhall be upon thee ||. 
This ſweet icripture came with ſuch 
power to my ſoul, and made ſuch 
an abiding impreſſion there, as bro't 
me immediately to conclude, that I 
ſhould die this ſickneſs, and ſhine in 
another world; for I thought it im- 
poſſible for ſuch a dark ſoul as I was 
to ſhine in this life; but theſe 
thoughts were ſoon over, the Lord 
rebuked the fever, and raiſed me up 
again, continuing his viſits of love, 
and confirming them to me, by 
the following ſcripture, I heave lowed 


I Matt. v. 6. 


thee 


ſi Tia, Ix, 1, 2. | 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


the avith an everlaſting love, therefore 
auth loving kindneſs baue I drawn 
the *, My ſoul was immediately 
flled with joyful light, and with 
love to God, and under the moſt 
grateful remembrance of the mercy, 
and the higheſt ſenſe of the favour, 
trod the ſacred paths of duty, and 
ſpent ſome time, 1n praiſes of the 
higheſt kind, and moſt pleaſant na- 
ture, that can by any creature be at- 
tained to (I preſume to think) in 
this life. I beheld the reconciled 
face of God in Chriſt : He removed 
my darkneſs, and filled me with 
light, joy and peace, ſhewing me 
that my adoption and ſonſhip was 
ſecured againſt all the attacks of Sa- 
tan, by giving me this ſcripture, for 
[ am the Lord, I change not, therefore 
Jr ſons of Jacob are not conſumed +. 

As I was one day conſidering of 
theſe choice mercies received, and of 
my former dark miſerable days, 
ſomething of a fear poſſeſſed me for 
a few minutes, that darkneſs might 
again return, and I be as wretched as 
before, but as I was begging of the 
Lord to prevent that, while praying, 
he anſwered in a gracious manner 
by the gift of the following ſcripture, 


Hall thy moon wwitharaw itſelf ; for 
the Lord foall be thine everlaſting light, 
and the days of thy mourning ſhall be 


The Twelfth Chapter of Iſaiah. 


This C hapter in General, but the ſecond 


7 N 
Perſe thereof, in Particular, was 
Sweet 19 my Soul in the Time of my 


long Sickneſs in the Year 1723, and 


by me then put into Verſe, 
by that great and glorious day, 


x OS 


My ſoul the Lord ſhall praiſe, 


# Jer. xxxi. 3. T Mal. iii. 6. 
TÞ Epheſ, ii. 4, 55 8, 9, 


La) 
*** «avg 
* «+. + 
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thy ſun ſhall no more go down ; neither 


1 Iſa. Ix, 20. 
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ended t. I took freſh comfort from 
this ſcripture, and found the words 


of the Evangelical Prophet to be 
true J. Thoſe three ſcriptures were 


often on my mind; but more eſpe- 


cially that of Jeremiah xxxi. 3. 
which was often brought home with 
ſweetneſs and power into my foul, 
and I was melted into godly forrow 
at all my miſcarriages and tempta- 
tions, being helped to ſee it was from 
the everlaſting love of God to me 
in Chriſt Jeſus, that he had drawn 
me to himſelf in mercy and love; 
that nothing in me could merit his 
favour, nor any thing done by me 
could be acceptable to a holy God, 
ſo as to purchaſe. his love; even 
faith in me could be no motive for 
God to love me; for if I have any 
faith, I know to whom I am obliged 
for it, and who is the author and 
finiſher of it &. And now I hope I 
can, with a thankful heart, behold 
the marvellous footſteps of Divine 
Providence in protecting and pre- 
ſerving me, RE that I ſhall be en- 


abled, ſo long as life laſts, to adore 


and honour the Father of Mercies, 
and God of all comforts, who 1s rich 
in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved me, even when I was 
dead in fins, having quickened me 
with Chriſt, for by grace am I ſav- 


ed 1. 


The two following Hymns, compoſed on particular Paſſages of. Scriptures 


dere very comfortable to me in my Sickneſs. 


My ſpirit bleſs his name alway, 
Thus ſpend my future days. 
Altho' his anger ſeem'd to burn, 

Unto my tearful mind, 
Yet he in mercy doth return, 
And I much comfort find. 
Jchovah is my ſtrength, my ſong, 
My God in whom I truſt ; 


G Iſa, xxxii. 17. § Heb, 
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He's my ſalvation ſure and ſtrong, 
My King and Saviour juſt, 


Therefore, with a becoming joy, 
My ſoul ſweet comforts taſte, 
From Zion's wells ſalvation draw, 

Which will for ever laſt. | 


And in this joyful glorious day, 
Will call upon his name, 
Him high exalt, and praiſe alway, 
And ſpeak of his great fame. 


I tothe Lord will ever ſing, ” 
Him praiſe while I have breath, 
For this moſt great and glorious 

thing, | 
Is known throughout the earth. 


Zion's inhabitants cry out, 
Cry out, O Iſrael ! | 
For thy great King begin to ſhout, 
For he in thee will dwell. 


Recovery from Sickneſs. 


Upon the 10th of May, 1746, being 
afflifted by an Ague and Fewer, and 
at the ſame Time under great Di/- 
treſs of Soul, I was at once relieved 
by fome Scripture Words, being im- 

. prejjed upon my mind by a divine 

Hand, vis. Ia. Ixi1. 1. I that 
ſpake in Righteouſneſs, mighty to 
ſave ; and although I was Jo much 
difordered by a Pain in my head, as 
70 talk Nonſenſe but a few Minutes 
before, yet, ſo ſoon as this Scripture 
was given me, I found immediate 
. Relief to both Body and Seul, The 
Fewer abated, the Agus came no more, 
and joyful light appeared and ſtayed 
with me: Not having Strength 10 
fit up, as I lay I comprjed and wrote 
ze following Verſes, and intended a 
true Paraphraſe upon the two firft 
Verſes, but the Scripture Thread 
avas often broke to give vent to the 
grateful Sentiments of my exalicd 
Spirit, which I often endeavoured 
to catch again, and hold faſt, but 
was as often diſappointed. 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


| WBO. this that brings ſie, 
dawn of day, 

And uſhers in the morning light, 

From Edom ſeems to point the way, 

Where all my foes are put t 

flight? 


Hail long expected joyful morn, 
That brings the great Redeemer 


forth, Ti 
Whoſe many conqueſts do adorn 
His ways, in majeſty and love, Hl 
How many were my days of grief, 
Which, like a tide, roll'd on 3. 
pace; Hi 
But this bright ray brings me relief, WM 
I read it in his glorious face. Tt 
See in his greateſt ſtrength hin Ml 
move, M. 


From Bozrah's land, now bathd Il | 
in blood; 
This is the chariot pav'd with love, Wl 7 
Whereon the mighty conqueror 
ſtood. 


*Tis love which mov'd the chariot 
wheels, 
And brought him to my longing 
fight, 
My ſharpeſt pains he quickly heals, 
And gives me new. and ſweet de- 
light. I 
Dear Lord! why thy apparel red? M 
Why is thy veſture thus all ſtains? 
Like him who did the wine-prels 
tread, | 
Why did'ſt thou take ſuch migh- 
ty pains! 


To free a captive bound in thrall, 
Redeem a ſlave in miſery, 
Who daily eats wormwood and gall, WF 
| And ſaid, my love, thou ſhalt not | 
die, ; 
Oh! what are all the mighty ones, 
Compar'd unto my Lord, my love, 
Or, what are all the firſt born ſons, l 
Not one of them could with hin . 
move. # WM 


4 


2 
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lt was my Lord, *twas he alone, 
Redeem'd his dear, his early 
ſpouſe ; N 
He, the great Conqueror, treads 
down, | | 
The enemies that her oppoſe, 


He wanted none for to partake, 
Or lend a hand, or ſhow the way; 
The beſt of men are all too weak, 


HOT, fave themſelves in that great 
day. 

kf How does his beauteous veſture 
: ſhine, | 


ef, W How righteous and how ſweet his 
1 a+ voice; | 
His gracious preſence, all divine, 
lief Inſpires my ſoul now to rejoice. 
Thrice happy day, morehappy hour, 
him WW That brings deliv*rance unto me, 


My foul adore th* Almighty power, 


thd For this ſalvation I now ſee. 


e, WH The Fiſly-fourth Chaprer of Iſaiah. 


: inthe Year 1724, and the 4th Verſe 
5 thereof particularly ſauect, made me 
; put it into Poetic Paraphraſe, and 
ing 7; ſing it when alone. | 
H! barren thou, who didſt not 
bear, | | 
Break forth and ſweetly ſing, 
In fruitful travail thou'lt appear, 
And gracious children bring. 


ea, more than thoſe in marriage 
„ 
Who numbers did obtain, 
Though thou waſt moſt diſconſolate, 
And barren didſt remain. 
anlarge with ſpeed thy meeting= 
place, 
To hear the goſpel ſound, 
for great effuſions of my grace, 
Amongſt thee ſhall be found. 


iy ſons ſhall ſpread on every ſide, 


e 
6 And grow with great increaſe ; 
n ill deſolated places wide, 


And ſweetly walk in Peace. 


This Chapter was often on my Mind , 


Fear not, for thou ſhalt ſee no ſhames 


Thy fearful ſoul to wound, 
Nor things which bear a frighiful 
name | - 

Shall thee again confound, 


All former fears thou ſhalt forget, 
No more reproaches bear, 

No youthful luſts ſhall thee beſet 
Nor widows terrors fear. 


Thy Maker is thy Husband dear, 
Thy Lord, the Lord of Hoſts ; ' 

Thy great Redeemer will appear, 
And guard thee on all coaſts, 


When thou didſt lead a mournful 
life, | s 
And was afflicted ſore, | 
Like to a young divorced wife, 
And piercing ſorrows bore, 


* 
"I 


Thy ſoul was griev'd, I hid my face, 


Thou could'ſt no comfort find, 


But yet it was a little ſpace, 
E'er thou didſt find me kind. 


It feem'd in wrath my face was hid 
To thee, whilſt in the dark, 
Yet *twas true love mov'd all I did, 


Thou oft doſt miſs the mark. 


It was a kind and faithful look, 

That brought me to thy ſight; 

In thee I pleaſure always took, 
-And ever did delight. 


J can't be angry with my child, 
Nor caſt thee from my face, 
For I to thee am reconcil'd, 
In Chriſt, thro' my rich grace. 


When I was gone thy ſoul did burn, 
With longing for the Lord; 

In richeſt mercy J return, 
Yet of my own accord. 


It was no gift, nor grace of thine, 
That brought me to thy will; 

But from a motion wholly mine, 
For I am ſov'reign ſtill. 


And as I to my cov'nant look, 
No more to drown the earth; 
So thee I never will rebuke, 
With thee I can't be wrath. 
The 
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The mountains ſtrong I own may 
ſhake, , 
+ The hills they may remove; 
But yet from thee I'll never take 
The covenant of my love. 


None can divide *tween me and 
thee, 
Nor break my cov'nant ſure ; 
My mercy to thy ſoul is free, 
And ſo it will endure. 


What tho? thou now afflicted we. 
And comfortleſs remain, 


Thy baſis ſtrong with ſapphires fair, 


Shall ſoon be laid again. 


Thy outward glory ſhall appear, 
Great lights I'Il ſurely frame; 
Thy beauty ſhine both far and near, 
By ſons which I can name. 


And all thy children ſhall be taught 
Their God for to obey, 

In ſweeteſt peace to Zion brought, 
There to abide alway. 


And thou ſhalt walk i in righteouſ- 
. 
And be eſtabliſned; 
No fear ſhall ever thee oppreſs, 
No terror, nor no dread. 


Tagether they may gather'd be, 
Bat not by me at all, 

But when they docome againſt thee, 
They for thy ſake ſhall fall. 


Behold the Smith, which I Mes 
made, 
That bloweth coals of fire; 
Miſchievous weapons are his trade, 
Performing my deſire. 


But all the weapons that are wrought 
Thee to afflict, ſhall fall; 
And every tongue in judgment 
brought, 
Thou ſhalt condemn them all, 
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All the Lord's ſervants have this 
bliſs, 
Then know aſſuredly, 
That all thy ſtrength and righteouſ- 
neſs, 


Is of the Lord. Moſt High, 


P/alm 77 F. 17. 


1 
HAT man is bleſs'd chat hath 


not lent, 
To wicked man his ear; 
Nor in his heart hath ever meant 
To fit in ſcorner's chair. 


1 
But in the law of God alway, 
- Doth truly meditate, 
And is not tir'd by length of day, 
Nor weary when *tis late. 


III. 


Like trees which grow, and fruitful 


are 
By pleaſant water fide ; - 
So ſhall this man for ever bear 
© A leaf that ſhall not fade. 


IV. 


The wicked men are not ſo lafe, 
Nor meet with ſuch ſucceſs ; 
But driven are away like chaff 
When winnowed oy diſtreſs. 
V. 

Ungodly men can never ſtand, 
Where God in judgment ſat, 
Nor ſinners may a place command, 

With Saints to congregate. 


Yb: [ ways, 


The Lord Jah know. his peoples 


And them he will preſerve ; 
But will cut ſhort the ſinner's days, 
As they do much deſerve, 


this 


pul- 


zath 


Yy 


tful 


10 
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To the ED Irons of the SPiRITUAL 
MAGAZINE. | 


Gentlemen, 


Upon the reading of your Magazine, 
juftly entitled Spiritual, I am become 
an admirer of the Jame, and althd 
1 avas for ſome time prejudiced againſt 

tt, yet I now rejoice to ſee the glori- 
ous doctrines of the everlaſting g 
el, therein conſiſtently and charm- 
ingly lluftrated.—T he different ex- 
periences of the godly, with ſo much 
ſpirituality, gravity, and becoming 
/amplicity touched upon. — T be perli- 
nent anſawers to ſeveral intereſting 
and important queries therein inſert- 
ed, which hath not only baniſhed my 
prejudice, but hath tended to the edi- 

Hing and comforting my ſoul, and con- 
trained me to recommend the peruſal 
thereof to my acquaintances ; hoping 
that God the Holy Ghoſt may blejs 

the ſame to their precious ſoul, as he 
hath to mine. | 


Now propoſe, for the firſt time, 


to throw my mite into your 


treaſury ; which if you judge agree- 
able, pleaſe to accept. 
duces me to write, is the affecting 
caſe of a miniſter, ſrom whom a let- 
ter is inſerted from J. T. with a 
query, viz. * What advice can be 
„given to a perſon that is grievouſ- 
ly diſtrefled with fears, doubts, 
and unbelief.” ſee Spiritual Ma- 
gazine for March laſt, No. 18. page 
45» 47» 2 5 

What makes the gentleman's caſe 
to me the more affecting, àad the 
more engages me to offer à few 
things to his conſideration, is this, 
his complaints were once my own, 
for ſeveral years; the warm-word and 
the gall my ſoul hath fill in remem- 
brance. When I was brought firſt un- 
der abiding concern for my foul, I 
was an enemy to ſeveral of the diſ- 
tinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel, 
chat are inſeparably — 2 with 


ing at laſt through a view of the 


ſoul, I then thought I ſhould not be 


What in- 


takin 
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that ſalvation, of which Chriſt is the 
author. After many fruitleſs at- 
tempts to make my peace, or ac- 
commodate matters with God, be- 


plague of my own heart, and the 
temptations of Satan, brought to the 
very brink of deſpair, and thinking 
that hell muſt be my portion, for e- 
ver and ever; then it pleaſed the 
Lord to open to me a door of hope, 
by a diſcovery of a free, and full 
ſalvation, finiſhed by Chriſt, for un- 
done ſinners, as ſuch, Upon Chriſt 
my ſoul reſted, and found peace, 
pleaſure, joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory. I then ſaw a glorious 
beauty 1n, and harmony between 
the great doctrines that 1 before diĩſ- 
credited and oppoſed, and found 
them ſupporting and feeding to my 


moved, my mountain ſtood ſtrong: 
But, alas! after ſome confiderable 
time, the Lord hid his face, and 1 
was greatly troubled with Satan's 
temptations, which were very great 
and grievous, and continued ſeveral 
years; in which time, I was fre- 
quently brought to queſtion the 
truth of almoſt every doctrine of the 
goſpel; I ſay frequently, becauſe the 
evidence of truth, obje#ively, was ſo 
great that J could not long continue 
to diſbelive it; but my fixed diſtreſs 
was, fearing that I had been de- 
ceived, having neither real loye to, 
fear of, nor faith in God, and fo no 
part nor lot in Jeſus. However, the 
Lord has been pleaſed again, I truſt; 
to reſtore my ſoul to the joys of his 
ſalvation. Therefore, out of gtati- 
tude to the Lord, and compaſſion 
to this diſconſolate gentleman, and 
others in like circumſtances, I ſhalt. 
recommend a few things that have 
been of great uſe to me; and, not 
notice of all thoſe things 
wherein his unbelief conſiſts, attend 
to the work of grace begun * _ 
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ſoul. Uabelief, concerning that, is 
the great champion, which if con- 
. reſt would flee as the 

hiliſtines, when their ſwaggering 


Goliath fell; or, as this Gentleman 


obſer ves, If 1 were but ſure that 
«© the good work of grace was begun 
in my foul, I think all my other 
% doubts woy/d flee away and 
* vaniſh; but, while I doubt 
« of the very beginning of the 


* work, I cannot be confident in 


T any thing that may profit me.” 
Page 46. I would then adviſe this 


Gentleman, ard all in the like caſe, 


to a cioſe attendance upon the Lord 
by reading and prayer,—to examine 
and conſider what character doth 
beſt ſuit the knowledge they have 
of themſelves, — or by what their 


caſe is molt exactly deſcribed in the 


word of God; for, I think, it muſt 
be granted, that every one, gracious 
and graceleſs, are by the Lord de- 
ſcribed there, with their future ſtate 
annexed, conſidered as ſuch. Let 
fuch examine, and aſk conſcience the 


following queſtions : 


Do I realy find that I am an un- 
done ſinner, through the depravity 


of my nature and criminal conduct? 


All are certainly ſo, but all do not 


think ſo; but do I feel myſelf fo, 


and unable to help myſelf ? 

Do I find myſelf poor in ſpirit, 
without any internal qualification to 
recommend me to the approbation 
of an holy God? Am I deſtitute of, 


and hungering for food for my ſoul? 


have I neither money to procure, 
nor ability to earn any ?. 

Do I view myſelf naked before 
God ? Is all that was by myſelf, or 
Dy others, counted excellent or orni- 
mental, inſufficient to cover me? 
Are all my intellectual and corporeal 
acts as filthy rags; rags that cannot 
cover, but defile ? | 

Do I find a ſtout, hard heart, 
that in the ſenſe of Scripture is @ 
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« ſtone?” dol groan under it, and 

long to be delivered from it? Ina 
word, Am ] in the ſame mind, or do 
] agree with God in the account he 
has given of the depravity of lapſed 
man? are not my imapinations 
vain, my underſtanding dark? do I 
want divine wiſdom ? do J long to 
be holy ? +. _ 
Do I conſider myſelf, in conſe- 

quence of fin, a condemned criminal 


at Jchovah's bar? can I ſay amen, by 


way of approbation to the divine ſen- 
tence, as being juſt and equitable ? if 
be ſhew mercy, and pardon me, will 
I exto) him for ever ; but if he con- 
demn, will I not complain, only 
with an oh! wretched man that! 
am? 

Do I ſee an impoſſibility of eſcap- 
ing everlaſting burnings, if un- 
merited mercy be not diſplayed 
through the crucified Jeſus? In a 
word, Is the Redeemer's perſon, 
blood, righteouſneſs and graceful- 
neſs, what my ſoul views a preciouſ- 
nefs in, and longs for the enjoyment 
of? can nothing ſatisfy me without 
him? am not I undone, eternally 
undone without the knowledge of 
him, as mine? Yes, ſays a gracious 
ſoul, ſave Lord, or 1 periſh for ewer. 

To ſuch an one, I would next ob- 
ſerve, and adviſe to the conſideration 
of, what the God of all grace doth 
ſpeak to ſuch in his word; for, I 
think, (as before hinted) to the 
name, deſcription or character, of 
every one, the mind of the Lord is 
annexed, ., As a parent calleth his 
children by name, that they, know- 
ing the ſame, might anſwer, here am 
I; ſo the Lord calleth his ſheep by 
name, and leadeth them out, John 
x. 3. Their names muſt be ſuch as 
they know themſelves by, or Low 
can they anſwer to them. A perſon 
knows that the contents of a letter 
belongs ro him by the ſuperſcription 
containing his name; and thus a 

: perſon, 
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perſon, whoſe name is mentioned in 
a teſtament, as a legatee, carefully 
reads the ſame, to know what the 
donors will concerning him is; and 
however poor, has a right and claim 
to whatever 1s therein bequeathed 
him by will. Now the Lord, in his 
Goſpel, the better teſtament, has 
declared, bequeathed or promiſed, 

to the burthen'd heavy 1400 ſinner, 
ret: — To the hungry thirſty ſoul, 
the waters of life, and the bread of 
the covenant: — To the naked, a 
covering; nothing leſs than the 8% 
robe, the robe of righteouſneſs, and 
garments of ſalvation : — To the 
poor in ſpirit, durable riches; or, 
as in Matt, v. 3. the kingdom of 
Heaven :—To the dark, even ſuch 
as have no light, he ſpeaks with in- 
viting language, to encourage them 
to ſtay themſelves upon him; yea, 
doth not he more than intimate that 
he is the God of ſuch? ſee I/. l. 10. 
—To thoſe whoſe name is ſtout- 
hearted, and far from righteouſneſs, 
having no righteouſneſs of their own, 
thinking themſelves far from the 
Lord's; he ſays, he will bring near 
his righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be far 
off, and his falvation ſhall not tarry, 
Ja. xlvi. 12. 13, —To the ſtout- 
hearted, or ſuch as with ſorrow feel 
their heart, in the“ ſenſe of Scrip- 
«© ture, to be a ſtone,” he ſays, = 
will give a heart of fleſh, and take 
the former away, Exel. xxxvi. 26. 
and that it is ſuch as are ſenſible of 
the heart of ſtone, ſee ver. 36. 8 
Ina word, the ſeeking, the ſighing, 

the ſimple, the fooliſh, that lack un- 


derſtanding, the longing, yea, every 


ſorrowful ſoul, the Saviour ſpeaks 
encouraging to. And further con- 


fider, as the Redeemer is mighty, 


able ta ſave to the very uttermoſt, 
ſo he will not caſt out, or reject, any 
poor ſinner that comes to him, as 
guilty, for pardon; as filthy, for 
gleaning ; as naked, for cloathing ; 


* | 


I7I 
as hungry, for food; as nothing, 
yea, worſe than nothing, for all, in 
time and eternity. „5 

If theſe things be ſo, then con- 
ſider, is there not ſcriptural and 
rational grounds for faith and hope ? 
May not a foul, ſo deſcribed, venture 
near the Lord; and, upon ſuch a 
bottom as the promiſes of God made 
to him, fill his mouth with argue 
ments? Will the Lord be angry 
with ſach a one for fo doing? Will 
he plead againſt thee with his great 
power? No, he will put ſtrength in 
thee. Nay, may not the ſoul's ne- 
ceſſity be conſidered as an encourage- 
ment to draw near the Lord, in the 
name of Jeſqs ? not becauſe, or for 
its being neceſſitous, but, ſeeing it 
is in ſuch circumſtances, as agracious 
God has promiſedrelief: Davidcriedg 
pardon my iniquities, for they are 
very great; and if God has pro- 


miſed, the performance is ſure; for 


he is faithful who hath promiſed, 
who alſo will do it. I thought here 
to have added ſome thoughts con- 
cerning the nature of true faith, 
Jubjecively and objedively ; and ſnewa 
how even aflurance of faith objediwe- 
ly, is conſiſtent with fears and doubts 
JubjeRively ; but ſhall wave this at 
the preſent. — 

In regard to the Gentleman's call 
to the great work of the miniſtry, 


c. I ſuppoſe, diſtreſs of that nature 


is common to all employed by God 
therein, 1 ſhall only recommend, 
an attendance to the priaciples from 
whence he, in the main, does act, — 
the ends he has in view, and the mo- 
tives influencing thereunto. Where 
theſe are right, the Devil endeayours 
to give great diſturbance; hut, 


who art thou that judgeſt another 


man's ſervant? to his own maſter 
he ſtandeth or falleth; yea, he ſhall. 
be holden up, for God is able to 
make him ſtand. This is ſuitable, 
[ have often thought, to interrogate 
Satan 
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Satan with. But, to conclude, let 
every ſuch dejected ſoul, as hath 


been now addreſſed, confider whether 
it is not contrary to the nature of 


God; theerrand and office of Chriſt, 


as a Saviour; the Holy Ghoſt, as a 


ſpirit of truth and comfort, to, raiſe 
x in expectation of a poor guilty ſin- 
ner, by promiſing a full uncondi- 
tional ſalvation, with eternal glory, 
to all that come to him ſenſible of 
their need of it, and at laſt diſap- 
point ſuch a one, by his promiſe 
failing for evermore. Yes, certainly 
it is, for ſuch ſhall be ſaved in the 
Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation, 
and ſhall not be aſhamed nor con- 
founded, world without end. 
though the viſion is yet for an ap- 
pointed time, at theend it will ſpeak 
and not lie; though it tarry, wait 
for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, 
it will not tarry, Hab. ii. 3. 

Theſe hints, Gentlemen, I in- 
tended to have ſent to be inſerted 
before, if you ſhould judge them 
worthy ofa place in your Magazine ; 
but, from a ſenſe of my inability to 
Iay any thing before the public with 
acceptableneis, thought proper to 
ſuppreſs them for a time, till at laſt 
conſidering, that out of the mouths 
of babes, &c. the Lord hath perfected 
his praiſe, I was encouraged to tranſ- 
mit them to you. That the Lord 
may gratefully own your labours, 
and all concerned for the good of 


«ouls, is, and I hope ſhall be, the 


earneſt prayer of, Gentlemen, your 
now conſtant reader, R. H. 
A ſhort Diſſertation on Ps ALM 
Ixxxix. 30.--- 34. 
Tf his children forſake my law, and 
wall not in my judgments; if they 


break my flatutes, and keep not my 


For 
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commandments; then avill I viſit 
their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and 
their iniquity with ſtripes : Newer- 
theleſs my loving kindneſs wi/l ] not 
utterly take from HIM, nor /uffer 
my faithfulneſs to foil: My covenant 
will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips. | 

\ HIS paſlage of ſacred Scrip- 
ture 15 generally underſtood, 
as having reſpe& to thoſe afflictions 
with which the people of God are 
exerciſed in their own perſons ; but, 
perhaps, upon a more cloſe inſpec- 
tion of the words, and a diligent at- 
tention to the con-text, they will be 
found to have no reference at all to 
theſe “. 

In this pſalm we have the Father's 
choice of Chrift, and appointment 
of him to the work and office of 
Mediator; I have laid help upon one 


. that is mighty, I have exalted one 


choſen out of the people; I hade found 
David my ſervant, with my holy oil 
have I anointed him f: And the 
promiſes that follow are made more 
immediately to him, reſpecting the 
execution of that important office, 
Now let it be obſerved, that Chritt 
was ſet up as Mediator from ever- 
laſting t; ſo early therefore were 
theſe promiſes made to him; conſe- 
quently this muſt be prior to the fall 
of our firſt parents, which fall, ] ap- 
rehend, is particularly referred to 
in the following words, / his 
children for/ake my law, &c. for Adam 
in innocency, ſtanding as a federal 
head, when he ſinned all his poſterity 
ſinned in him; the elect, the children 
of Chriſt, who, by the divine Father, 
were given unto him, and made his 
care and charge, as well as others, 
for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of God |. Now in a fore- 


I would not here be underſtood to mean, that the Lord does not chaſtiſe his people 
tor their fins and tranſgreſſions; this would be to run counter to the tenor of Scripture 


and the whole courſe of Chriſtian experience. 
1 Prov. viii 23. 
* 


| T Verſe BO: 


Rom. iii. 23. 


view 


wof this, Jehovah (the Father) 

.clares, 77 his children forſale my 

, and avalk not in my ſtatutes, &c. 

n will Twifet their tranſgreſſion with 
I rod, and their iniquit avith ftripes 3 
dich words, I humbly apprehend, 

we a ſpecial reference to the ſuf- 
rings of Chriſt, and not to the 
ferings of his people; be was 
unded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 
ried for our iniquities; the chaſli/e- 

mt of our peace was upon him, and 
ith his fripes wwe are healed +. And 
e promiſe which Jehovah, the Fa- 
er, immediately makes of a con- 
nuation of his loving kindneſs, 
als for peculiar attention. It is 
ot there ſaid, . my loving kind- 
ness will I not utterly — from 
them ;“ but it is ſaid, newerthe- 
ny loving kindneſs will I not utterly 
dle from Him; that is, from Chriſt, 
ho is the Him ſpoken of through- 
ut the whole pſalm, and who is the 
in that was wounded for their 
anſprefſions and bruiſed for their 
niquities. 

If it ſhould be objected, that by 
Chnſt we are ſometimes to under- 
land his people, as in the 1 Cor. 
i. 12. and that the pronoun Him 
nay be here underſtood as compre- 
ending the whole election of grace. 
anſwer, the pſalm principally treats 
f Chriſt perſonal, and not of Chriſt 
Mical; as alſo that where his 
Xople are ſpoken of, they are mani- 
ltly diſtinguiſhed from him, by 
deing called his children, as in 
erſe zoth; or his ſeed, as in verſes 
29th and 36th, | 
Lambeth, 


ov, 8, 1762. 


I. H. 


f La. Iii. 5. 
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To the EorTors ofthe SPIRITUAL 
MAGAZINE, 
Gentlemen, 


As the inſtilling of juſt principles of re- 
ligion and morality in the minds of 
youth, is of the higheft importance, 
and tends greatly to their uſefulneſs 
in life, the following thoughts are re- 
commended to thoſe concerned in their 
education; and, if you judge them 
worthy of a place in your monthl 

publication, your inſerting them will 
oblige your conſtant reader, 


J. T. Schoolmaſter. 


1 


The School-MaAsrER's Me- 


morandum, 

Pointing out the importance of 
his Function, as far only as concerns 
Religion, conſiſting of | 

Ten Queries for him to propoſe 
to his own conſcience. b | 

Ten Objections anſwered. 
Ten Motives and Encourage- 
ments, and | : 

Ten Corollaries. 


QUERIES. 


I. O make religion the prin- 
cipal aim of all my labours, 

and Wy it to my ſcholars, as the 
grand end to which all their inſtrue- 
tions tend ; and, as it ought to be, 
their ultimate view, in all the pro- 
greſs they make in learning ? | 
II. Do I endeavour to imprint 
on their minds, a ſenſe of the im- 
portance of religion, by ſhewing 
them their loſt ſtate by nature, and 


thence taking occaſion to inform 


them of the abſolute neceſſity of a 


| Redeemer, of the riches of divine 


grace thiough him, and of the im- 


* This conditional conjunction if, is ſometimes to be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe as 
vben, which is an adverb of time; ſo in Fudg. xxi. 21, it is ſaid, * and behold, if the 
laughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances,” &c, that is, behold when the daughters, 

e. then come ye out of the vineyard; ſo here, © j 
© when his children forſake my law, &c. then will I viſit, &c. 


his children forſake my law, that 


I Had this paſſage had any reference to the afflictions with which the Lord's people 
e Exerciſed in their owno erſons, it would yndoubted have been ſo expreſſed. 7 


| poſſibility 


CCC ˙ůuñ mm; 
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poſſibility of ſalvation without him; 
therefore how neceflary is it for 
them to be ſolicitous about an inte- 
reſt in Chriſt ; chow reaſonable and 
even comfortable it is for them to 
dedicate all their time to the ſervice 
of God? SP. OY 
III. Do I attempt to convince 
them of the inſufficiency of all ſelf- 
righteouſneſs to juſtify them before 
God, and point out unto them the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt as the only 
way to happineſs ? 


IV. Before they be initiated into 


the errors of Heathen Theology, 
have I inſtructed them carefully in 


the principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion; obſerving the ſolid foundati- 
on on which it ſtands ; the nume- 
rous advantages of true Godlineſs, 
and the miſerable ſtate of ſuch as 
deſpiſe or reject the goſpel? 


V. Do I endeavour, according to 


my ability, to explain the bible un- 
to them, as the ſacred repoſitory of 


all true learning and knowledge, at- 


tempting to create in them a vene- 
ration and eſteem for it, as God's 
will revealed unto man, and the 
foundation of all fature hope, point- 
ing out all its beauties and excellen- 
cies above all human compoſitions, 
quite outſtripping them in antiqui- 
ty; true, though wonderful and 
extenſive hiſtory, philoſophy, moral- 
ity, bravery, law and goſpel? 

VI. When profane authors are 


read, do I take care to ſhew the ab- 


ſurdity of their Theology, and the 


defect of their Morality, in order to 


ſet forth the excellency of the Chril- 
tian Religion ? | 


VII. Do I take care that no au- 


thor, which may recommend im- 
morality and indecency, be put into 
their hands ? And if any paſſage, 
eending that way, ſhould unavoida- 
bly occur, do I ſhew the error of it, 
though it may lurk under a fine 
gels, and beautiful defeription ? 


— — 
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| tare neceſlity of regeneration, 2 
true faith, as well as the reaſonabl 


that I may at laſt 
from your blood ? 


ters; beſides, God will reward jf 


Tay we corrupt their children. 


Vice is ugly ſtill and deforns 
however charming it may be painliſſ® 
ed by a lively and licentious imayili 
nation. = 

VIII. Do I ſeriouſly and ft 
quently inculcate to them the abſt 


cal piety ? | 

IX. Do I pray and ſtudy that 
may be inſtrumental, in the hand 
God, to form the mind of you 
for real uſefulneſs here, and ett 
nal glory hereafter ? — 
X. Do I meditate often hoy 
may faithfully diſcharge the impo 
tant duty of inſtructing youth, 
ſay, J an dle 


neſs, duty, and advantage of praf 


OBIECTIONS. 


I. Arents do not e hel 
a P things at A." or 

Anſ. Some earneftly with it, an 
molt expect that their children ſhoul 
be catechiſed at ſchool; what is cat 
chiſing but religious inſtruction? I. 
77th and 79th canons of the Chur 
of England require that School 
maſters ſhould be able to 1nſirut 
youth in the principles of religio 
and piety, not only by teach 
them the catechiſm, but alſo by et 


aminations at proper times, 2 . * 
training them in the holy ſcriptuceger 
as ſhall be moſt expedient to induc F 
them unto godlineſs. *y 

II. Parents do not pay for til P 


trouble and fatigue. ' = 
An. They pay you for the di 
charge of your duty, as School-mi 


if you be faithful. oy 
III. Parents will be offended # 


Anſ. Your inſtructions ſhould" 
in the moſt important and indilp? 
ſible points of religion, 25 nh 


— 


joſe which diſtinguiſh perſons into 
ferent denominations. ff ſome 
arents ſhould be ſo unreaſonable as 


nficuted. _ 
IV. Scholars are ſo childiſh they 


jill take but little notice of what 


we lay. © 3 
45 Though they be childiſh, 
vet they will take notice. Hints, 
n their youth may, and often do, 
emain with perſons to old age, 
ſpecially what they learn at ſchool. 
V. Children will think it very 
urthenſome, and ſo be prejudiced 
painſt religion, rather than 1aclin- 
[to it. / | 
4%. You ſhould endeavonr to 
revent that as much ss poſlible : 
iſt, by not burthening them with 
getting much, if any, out of book, 
ut taking opportunities, now and 
en to ask them ſhort, ſtriking, 
nd pertinent queſtions, being ne- 
er tedious, but helping them in 
heir anſwers, Secondly, By diverſt- 
ing the method, ſometimes taking 
tice of any piece of ſcripture hiſto- 
Vat other times expoſing particular 
ces, ſuch as lying, ſwearing, &c. 
urning to ſome ſcripture paſſage 
bidding it, and perhaps ſome 
dzment upon the guilty, as Numb, 
9.32, &, Againſt profaning the 
ord's day, Lev. xxiv. 14, &c. 
gainſt ſwearing, The caſe of Ana- 
a and Saphira againſt lying, Acts 
l. 21, 23. Againſt pride. Thus 
lief and practice may be diverſi- 
d, the underſtandirg enlightened, 
a pleaſant, though ſerious way, 
d more of the matter retained in 
*mory, the heart being more af- 
ted, than if a great deal were re- 
ated by rote. It would entertain 
ther than burthen the children. 
VI. Iam not endued with a ca- 
y for theſe things. 
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o be offended at that, let thoſe chil- 
en be hearexs only, and the reſt 
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 Ax/. 1. I you be a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, I hope you'll bluſh to 
make this objection; for it is part 
of your miniſtry. 2. If not, conſi- 
der how you can anſwer the pre- 
ceding queries. Do your duty as 
well as you can, ſtudy it often, and 
pray that you may be directed. 
A og This will be loft labour at 
alt. | 

4. It will not be ſo to you; if 
you be faithful your reward is ſure: 
neither do you know how far your 
labour may be bleſſed beyond your 
fears. 5 | | 
VIII. It is not common for School- 
maſters to take this method. 

Anſ. It is ſo much the more ne- 
ceſſary for us to follow it. We ſhould 
mind our duty more than the mul- 
titude. | E 
IX. Tre ſcripture doth not re- 
quire this at our hands. 

Anſ. Then read Rom. 11. 19, 20, 
2t. Prov, xxii. 6. As xxii. 3. 
X. It is rather the province of the 
parents and minhiſter. 

Anſ. There is work enough for 
you all; yet you have ſome advan- 
tages and opportunities, which nei- 
ther parents nor miniſters have, E- 
very one ſhould aim at the glory of 
God, and the falvation of ſouls, 


Motives and Encouragements. 


13 OU have an Opportunity to 
I lay the foundation, human 
ly ſpeaking, for time and eternity. 


If you lay it well, all others will but | 


carry on the ſuperſtructure. | 
II. If you be ſkilful and faithful, 
vou will be an honourable and ex- 


ceeding uſeful member of the church 


of God, and of the common wealth, 
III. If you be careleſs and indo- 


lent, you will be the peſt and ſcan- 


dal of the nation: for when chil. 
dren are not carefully cultivated, 


(hey 
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they will learn many vices at ſchool, 
and ſo be much more corrupt when 
they leave you, than when they came 
TO you, | 
IV. If you do your duty, your 
ſchool may be a ſeminary for Chriſt, 
if not, it is like to be ghe reverſe. 
V. A judicious Schoolmaſter is a 
very extenſive and diffuſive bleſſing. 
His ſcholars may ſpread through the 
nation, and into foreign land: 
wherever they go, it is natural to 
ſuppoſe they will carry with them 
ſomething of what they learnt at 
ſchool. Maſters of a contrary diſ- 
poſition will be the reverſe. _ 
VI. Faithful Schoolmaſters may 
be very uſeful Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Lord may bleſs their 


iaſtructions for the converſion of 


| ſome, and may be of great uſe to 
many. Their ſeaſonable and time- 


ly advice may prevent abundance of 


fin, 
VII. If your work is well per- 
formed many will bleſs you; but if 
_ etherwiſe 3 | 
VIII. If you diſcharge your du- 
ty faithfully, your reward will be 
great in Heaven ; if not : 
IX. Ia the great day jou may ſee 
many of your former pupils, to 
your everlaſting comfort and glory. 
X. Good Schoolmaſters are the 
fathers of their country, 


_CORDLLARIES. 
1 HAT a Schoolmaſter's func- 


ficult, and 1mportaat than many are 
aware. 


II. That therefore he ſhould be a 


perſon of peculiar talen:s, ſcill, and 
tdelity. | 


III. That he ſhould be a perſon. 
given to prayer, and ſtudy, it he 


would be ſucceſsful. 
IV. That an ungodly perſon +5 
very unfit to be a teacher of youth, 


and ſet himſelf to work without de 
lay, praying for direction and co 


queſtion; neither can it be doudt 


tion is more exten ſive, dif- preſſion, and formality in religior 
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V. That parents, in ſending the 
Children to ſchool, ſhould be mind 
ful of their eternal as well as prefer 
welfare. | 

VI. That they ſhould give 2 
due and reaſonable encouragemen 
to faithful and ſkilful maſters, 

VII. That Schoolmaſters qual 
fied are very ſcarce, 1 

VIII. That this is one conſide 
rable ſource of the vicioſity and is 
fidelity which prevails ſo much in th 
nation. | 5 

IX. That where the glory of Go 
the knowledge of jeius Chriſt, an; 
eternal ſalvation are negleted, it 
educating youth, li:tle bleſſing cat 
be expected. wy 

X. That every perſon concert 
in the education of youth, Gired 
or indirectly, ſhould ſeriouſly con 
ſider what reformation is neceſſary 


fdent of ſucceſs. 


To the Editors of the Spirity; 

Magazine. 
Gentlemen, | 

If you can find a place in your nextfi 

theſe lines, they are here at jour jj 

VICE» oe 5 

HAT there is ſuch a thin 

as grieving and quenchin 

the ſpirit, is not, I think, called! 


whether the frightful train of cam 
defection, pride, covetouſnels, q 


do not all ſpring from, or at leaſt a 
connectled with, that execrabl 
bractice. Therefore I would, wi 
ihe umoſt ſeriouſneſs, and profound - 
et humility, propoſe the followin 
Query. | 
hen and wherein it may be 
that hei:evzrs do grieve aud gue 
the Spie: 4 


thei 


Und 
eſen 


e al 
men 


vali 


fide 
d 10 
n th 
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A Morning's Excurſion into the 
Country improved. 
LETTELA Is 

To — 

Dear Sir, | 

J Acknowledge: myſelf much o- 

1 bliged for your late preſent of 

franks ; as they were greatly wanted, 


they could never be more welcome. 
The peruſal of your incloſed epiſtle 


* — 


afforded me real pleaſure, and, 1 


hope, ſolid improvement. May e- 
very of your friendly hints be as 
rails faſtened in a ſure place. I 
could eaſily enlarge, and treat you 
as a ſtranger, or complimentary 
correſpondent ; but as we profeſs to 
be friends, boſom friends, Chriſtian 
friends, it muſt not be ſo. Praiſes 
of this nature, are indeed kind, but 
alas! pernicicuſſy king, and are very 
apt to fetch our thoughts from their 
proper element, and proper object, 
to gaze and grovel on a creature, 
(and if we really know ourſelves, 
we ſhall have the greateſt reaſon to 
lay) the meaneſt of creatures, S. 
] heartily wiſh you and J, dear Sir, 
on all ſoch occaſions, like the deaf 
adder, which ſtoppeth her ears, and 
refuſeth to hear the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely. 


Praiſe is moſt enchanting muſic _ 


to the human ear ; ſhall I not ra- 
ther ſay, moſt delicious poiſon to 
the human taſte, Let us not then 
expect from each other, the leaſt 
touch upon this ſtring, the leaſt 
ſprinkling of this very pernicious 


| ſpice. Rather let us, my dear friend, 
continually harp upon that moſt 


ſublime and ſtupendous of all themes; 
and teach one another's hearts to 
riſe in wonder, and glow with love, 
at the conſideration of that ever 


* Lam. 1. 12. 
pau \ 


notwithſtanding, 
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bleſſed ſovereign, who is higher than 
the Kings of the earth, incompre- 
henſibly more exalted than the moſt 
auguſt potentates of Heaven, and 
was enwrapped 
in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, 
that we might be introduced to the 
ineffable effulgence of Paradice, and 
exalted to everlaſting life. Pardon 


my excurſions upon this delightful 


ſubject. 
Narux and her whole family, 


are our o&/equious ſervants, our ver- 


active labourers. They bring the 
fruits of their united induſtry, and 
pour them 1nto our lap, or depoſit 
them in our ſtore- rooms. The /beep, 
whoſe procedures I lately admired, 
(and which furniſhed me with a few 
thoughts in my laſt letter) not only 
fill their fleeces, and thereby pro- 
vide for our comfortable cloathing; 


but give their udders to be drained. 


by the buſy, friſking lambs, and are 
even fattening their fleſh for our 
nouriſhment and ſupport, Have we 
not ſometimes experienced ſome 
yearnings of compaſſion, when we 
have beheld the naked blade pre- 
ſented to their throats, and they 
wallowing in their blood, and firug- 
gling out their Jaſt ! 

But, my friend, what is this in- 
ſignificant ſcene of ſuffering, com- 
pared with that tremendous and fa- 
ta] cataſtrophe, that tragedy of un- 
parrallel woe, of agonizing forrow, 
once exhibited on Calwvary's horrid 
eminence ! What heart ſo obdurate, 
that can refrain ſhuddering, when 
reflecting on the bleeding Prince of 
Life, and beholding the /aughtered 


Lamb of God, the adorable /urety 


for ruined ſinners ! Behold and ſee if 
tbere be any ſorrow, comparable with 
his forrow * A 
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For us he liv'd, 
„% Toil'd for ow eaſe, ed for 


our ſafet) bled.” 
Vous. 


O! the ſufferings, the expreſsleſs 


ſuſſerings of this divinely-glorious 
Vicrim! He was numbered with 
tranigreſſors, and ranked with felons. 
He was led, all meetneſs and innocency; 
like a LaMB to rhe Slaughter, and 
as @ ſheep before her Shearers is dumb, 

Jo the blejjed Jeſus opened not his 
mouth . ** He took fleſh and bore 
«© the ies of human nature, 
«© not for himſelf, but for us men and 
* cur ſalvation. He ſuffered want, 
* and endured miſery in all its 
„forms; that wwe might poſſeſs the 
« fulneſs of joy, and abound in 
* pleaſures for evermore.— When 
* he poured out bis ſoul in agonies 
«© under the curſe of an av ning 
« law ; it was with a compaſhonate 
„view, to make us partakers of 


« eternal bleſſedneſs. — When he 
« fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled, the 


„% whole commanding law, 1t was for 
this gracious purpoſe, that his 
« merits might be imputed to us, 


& that ve, by his obedience, might 


3, 


% be made righteous ; Yes, in 
the beautiful language of our com- 

mon favourite Miiton, hear Meſſiab 
pleading in the behalt of fallen men, 
and thus addreſſing his Almighty 
Father : 


% Man, dead in fin and loſt, 
* Atonement for himſelf, or offer- 
ing meet 
15 * (Indebted and undone !) hath 
none to bring. 
« Behold Me then! Me for him 
life for life 


«© I offer, On me let thine anger 


fall. 


„ Ifa, 18. 7. 
4 Matt, xxv. 21 


 mankons of Hieaven. 


+ Theron and A ſpaſio, Vol, I, Page 43. 
Book III. 233. 
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« Account me man: I for his ſake 
will leave 

'Thy boſom,' and this glory next to 
thee 

60 Freely put off; and for him laſt- 
ly die 


„ Well Sheard; on me let death 
wreak all his rage ||, 

Yes, my dear Friend, He, even 

He who 1s high above. all height, 

humbled” himſelf to be made of a 

woman, and born in a ſtable, that 


we might be admitted into the fa- 


mily of God, and exalted to the 
T he only be- 
goiten, and the ſupreme delight of 
the Father, in his holy humanity, 
was arraigned as a climinal; and 
(though 1nnocence itſelf, yea, the 
very pattern of all perfection) was 
condemned to die, hke the moſt ex- 
ecrable miſcreant ; as a nuiſance to 
ſociety, and the very bane of the 
public happineſs ; he was hurried 
away to execution, and hammered 
to the gibbet, that by his blood, he 

might prepare a ſovereign medi- 
cine, to cure us of a more fatal diſ- 
temperthan the peſtilence that walk- 
eth in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs that 
deſtroyeth at noon-day; that he 
might himſelf ſay to our laſt ene- 
my, «© O death, I will be thy 
«+ plague; O grave, I will be thy 
s deſtruction &; that we might be 
Joined to the innumerable company 
of angels, and aſſociated with ſaints 
in glory everlaſting. All manner of e- 
vil was ſpoken of the faultleſs Jeſus; 
his bleſſed name was vilified by blaſ- 
pheming tongues, and his unblame- 
able conduct blackened with the 
fouleſt aſperſions ; on purpoſe that 
we might be applauded when we are 


judged, and each hear thoſe conde- 


ic ending, tranſporting words, Well— 
done theu good and faithful jervant &. 


J Hol, xiii. 14. 
He 
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He went, galled with the laſhes 
of the ſcourge, and penetrated with 
the pungent thorns ; his bleſſed head 
was encircled with the lacerating 
wreath ; his face defiled with con- 
tumelious ſpitting; and his body 
bathed in a bloody ſweat, —He went 
loaded with the execrable croſs, and 
marked the way with his precious 
blood! all the waves and billows of 
inexorable vengeance, paſi® over 
his tormented body, and aiflited 
ſoul! He refigned his ſacred perion 
to the moſt barbarous and provok- 
ing inſults ; ſubmitted his beneficent 
hands to the ponderous hammer, 
and the piercing nail; yea, with- 
heid not his heart, his very heart 
from the ſtab of the executioner's 
{pear ! O flupendous abaſement! 


© ——- Sarvey the wonderous cure: 
* And at each ſtep, let higher won- 
„„ 
« Pardon for infinite offence ! and 
pardon, 
«6 Thro' means, that ſpeak its va- 
lue infinite! | 
& A pardon bought with blood! 
| with blood divine! - 
* With blood divine of Him, I 
made my foe! 
&« Perſiſted to provoke ! 
“ Bleſt and chaftis'd, a flagrant re- 
: bel ſtill! | 
A rebel, midft the thunders of his 
throne | | 
& Nor | alone, a rebel univerſe ! 
«My ſpecies up in arms ! not one 
exempt ! 


6 Yet for the fouleſt of the foul he 


dies.“ 


Behold ! He hangs on the ac- 
curled tree | How ignominious, and 
tormenting the exit! There, there 
he hangs; rent with wounds, and 
racked with pain. He pours his 


* Young, Night 4th, . + Luke 
| L 2 an 


groans, and ſpills his blood; he 
bo:vs his head, his patient princely 
head, and dies, Aſtoniſhing, raviſh- 
ing conſideration! He dies, I truſt, 
for you and me! and oh! what a 
pattern of patience for all his Saints! 
what an object of admiration for Se- 
raphs aboye ! what a conſtellation 
of every mild, amiable, and benign 
virtue, ſhining in this hour of dark- 
neis, with ineffable ſplendor and 


beauty! What compaſſion worthy of 


a God; what clemency and charity 
truly divine doth he diſcover ! in- 
Read of flaſhing confuſion on his 
outrageous tormentors ; inſtead of 
ſtriking them dead to the earth, or 
plunging them to the depths of hell 
with his frown, he prays, he pravs 
for his enemies; he cried, in his laſt 


moment, and with his agonizing / 


lips, he cried, Farther, forgive them, 


For they know wot what they do. f 


«© Bound ev'ry heart! and ev'ry bo- 
ſom barn |! 


« Oh what a ſcale of miracles is 


here! 

4 Its loweſt round, bigh planted on 
the ſkies ; Y 

„ [ts tow'ring ſummit loſt beyond 
the thought | | 

« Of man or angel ! Oh that I 

could climb 

« The wonderful aſcent, with e- 
qual praiſe! 

«© Praiſe! flow for ever, (if aſtoniſh- 
ment 


« Will give thee leave) my praiſe 


for ever flow 3!” 


Had all the creatures upon earth, 
or Archangels in Heaven, ſubje&ed 
themſelves to bleed and die; had 
they ſacrificed themſelves in one 
univerſal blaze; had all the Poten- 
tates that ſway the ſceptre in a thou- 
ſand kingdoms, devoted their ſacred 


«xiii, 34 1 Young, Night 4th. _ 
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and honoured lives, to reſcue an ob- 
noxious creature from the ſtroke of 
Almighty vengeance ; alas ! it muſt 
colt more, vaſtly more, to expiate 
the malignity of ſin, and ſave a guil- 
ty wretch from hell. Had all the 
principalitics of Heaven been content 
to aſſume our nature, and reſign 
themſelves to death for our pardon; 
even this would have been too mean. 
a ſatis faction for inexorable juſtice; 
nay, would it not have been rejected 
with abhorrence, as too ſcanty a re- 
paration of God's injured honour! 
ſo flagrant is human guilt, ſo dread- 
fully deep the ſcarlet and crimſon 
dye of fin ! 


6 Say, heav'nly powers, where ſhall 
we find ſuch love? 

ce Which of you will be mortal, to 
redeem 

« Man's mortal crime? And die, 

the dead to ſave ? 
« We aſk ; but all the heav'nly 
cChoir ſtands mute, 
& And ſilence reigns in Heay'n, * 


J have ſinned, may every child of 
Adam ſay, and what fhail I do unto 
thee, O thou ebſerver of min ; Shall 


I give my firſt-born for my tranſ- 


greſſion, the fruit of my body for 
the fin of my ſoul ? Vain commuta- 
tion! and ſuch as would be deſpiſ- 
ed by the bleſſed God, with the ut- 
moſt deteſtation. None but Chri/? 
then, none but Chrift.—He, who 
cloaths himſelf with /ght as with a 
garment, and walks upon the wings 
of the wind t—He who is ſove- 
reign of all the kingdoms upon 
earth, and ſanctities in Heaven: 


He muſt wear the habiliments of 


„ Milton, Book III. 213. + 
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Job vii. 20. 


mortality ;—-He muſt be conſigned 
to the gloomy /epulchre F, and dwelb 
among the proſtrate dead. He, who 
ſaid, let there be light and there was 
light ; let there be a firmament, and 
immediately the blue curtains float- 
ed in the sky; even He muſt take 
fleſh, muſt feel the fierce torments 
of crucifixion, and pour out his 
ſoul in agonies, if ever ſuch tranſ- 
greſſo. are pardoned. ' a 
Behold then he comes! bend, ye 
Kings from your thrones of ivory 
and gold; in your robes of Imperi- 
al purple, fall proſtrate at his feet, 
who forſook a nobler throne, and 
laid aſide more illuſtrious enſigns 
of Majeſty ! hail him ye Angels, ye 
Princes of Heaven, that excel in 
Atrengtb, and are cloathed with tranſ- 
cencent brightneſs ! he comes upon 
the molt momentous errand, 7o put 


away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf **. 


O goodneſs infinite! goodneſs im- 
menle ! z 

And love that paſſeth knowledge ! 
words are vain ; 
Language is loſt in wonders ſo di- 
vine. - „„ 
« Come then, expreſſive ſilence, 
mule his praiſe.” 

How great, how ſuperlatively pre- 
cious is the expiation of the dy- 
ing Jeſus ! *ris impoſſible for the 
human mind, to exalt this atone- 
ment, too highly; *tis impoſlible 
for the humble penitent to confide in 
it too ſteadily, That blood on which 
we rely (the ſcriptures of eternal 
truth aſſert it) is God's own blood Ft 
and therefore all. ſufficient to ex- 


} Pſal. civ. 3. Job xxii. 14 


$ Darkneſs his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 
The 1un and ftars are duſt beneath his throne, 


$# Heb, ix, 26, tt Acts xx, 28, 


Night Thoughts, Night IV. 


piate, 
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piate, omnipotent to ſave T. Who 


can poſſibly doubt the efficacy of 


this glorious propitiation? Who, 
that /ees a glimpſe of its matchleſs 
excellency, and werily believe them- 
ſelves intereſted in its. merits, can 
know what it is, to feel any miſ- 
giving ſuſpicions ; but muſt be ſtead- 
faſt in faith, and joyful through 
hope. The unutterably precious blood 
of the adorable Jeſus, cleanſeih even 
from all fin ||. He hath borne our 
grief5, and carried our ſorrows ; he was 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and afflicted. 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
he was bruiſed for our iniquities. The 
Lord hath laid upon him the iniquities 
of us all t. He wvas made fin for us, 
who of himſelf knew no fin, that awe 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
in him. Gracious, divinely gract- 
ous exchange ! pregnant with a- 
mazing goodneſs, and rich with in- 
eſtimable benefits ! the inceſſant tri- 
umph of the frog ; the ſovereign 
conſolations of the eat believer ! 
Theyare truly bleſſed, they alone are 
happy, who are enabled to exult in 


the garment of celeſtial glory, which 


never waxeth old; in the illuſtrious 
robes of a Saviour's conſummate 
righteouſneſs, which are incorrupti- 
ble and immortal; no moth can cor- 
rode their texture; no number of 
ages /ully their brightneſs. This is 


that raiment of needle work, and cloath- 


ing of wrought:Gold tt, in which the 
King's daughter is introduced to 


him, who ſitteth in the Heavens o- 
ver all. This is a robe which hides 
every ſin, of thought, word or deed, 
that we my dear friend, have com- 
mitted. A robe, which ſcreens 


With joy, 


from the ſword of juſtice, the curſe 


of the law, and all the vengeance 


our iniquities deſerve. A robe which 
adorns and dipnifies our ſouls ; ren- 
ders them fairer than the moon, 
clear as the ſun, and meet for the 
inheritance of the Saints in light. 


O how unſpeakably happy are all 


the ſeed of Iſrael, who are juſtified 
by this all-perfe&t righteouſneſs of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and who 
therein can conſtantly triumph an d 
glory **, ſaying, I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in 
my God; for he hath cloathed me with 
the garments of ſalvation, he hath co- 
vered me with the robe of righteouſ- 
neſs J. And can we, Sir, can we 
forget that precious, precious name, 
which is to every ſaint as ointment 
poured forth ++ ? Can we forget him 
who thought upon us, long before 
the foundations of the world were 
laid; who remembers us now he is 
exzlted to the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty in the Heavens, and who will 
never, never forget us N the 
immeaſurable revolutions of eter- 


nity? No, impreſſed with a ſenſe of 


his invariable and everlaſting kind- 
neſs, let us declare ourſelves as aſſiſt- 
ed in the following pathetic lines. 


6 Ay, my dear Lord, while memo- 
ry holds a Teat 

In this devoted breaſt Re 
member thee ! 

c Yes, from the table of my me- 
mory _ | 


& Pl wipe away all trivial, fond 


records, | : 
« Which youth and oblervation 
copied there, 


with grief, that “ healing hand” I ſcez 


The ſkies it form'd, and yet it bleeds for me. 


1 John i. 7. I IIa. liii. 4,—7. 


## Ja, xlv, 25. C Ia, Ixi, 19. r Jol. Song. i. ji. 


There hangs all human hope; 
That nail ſupports the falling Univerſe. 


YouNG, Night IV. | 
24 Pal. xIv. 73 


„And 


2 Cor. v. 21. 


Remember thee! 
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66 And thy remembrance all alone 
ſhall live, . 


4 Within the book and volume of 


my brain J.“ 


But I am tedious, and prone to 
intrude upon your experienced good 
nature. Hope in your next you 
will condeſcend to take me for your 
pattern; and that what you write 
may be the power of God to each of 
us, is, I aſſure you, breathed fer- 
vently from' the very heart of him, 


who efteems it both an happineſs. 


and an honour to acknowledge him- 
ſelf, dear Sir, | 
Yoars ſincerely, 


Holbourn, London. . 
A Supplement to a Reply inſerted in 
Pious Thoughts, Vol. II. Page 
136. No. 24. writ in Anſwer 70 
a Query propoſed in a former Num- 


ere 


W HEN I take my pen in 
hand, it is not becauſe I am 
inclined, or diſpoſed to cenſure Mr, 
W. D. No, his doctrinal ſenii- 
ments I approve of. What he has 
delivered of his experience I look 
upon to be agreeable to ſcripture, 
and love to read the experience of 
ſolid, ſavory, and pious perſons ; by 
it my ſoul has been often affected 
and benefited ; and I have read 
what he has wrote with a good deal 
of ſatisfaction: I am glad to ſee it, 
and hope it will be of uſe to others. 
But I truſt it will be no offence, if 
I declare it to be my opinion, that 
the experience of no perſon upon 
earth can be a common ſtandard to 
another. The ſacred ſcripture only 
is, and ought to be the infallible 
touchſtone. I apprehend that the 
experience of Saints differ as their 
faces do. There are differences of ad- 


A Shakeſpear 


* 
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miniſtrations, and diver/ities F opera- 
tions &: Yet, as the good work in 
all is begun and carried on by the 
ſame holy ſpirit, it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that the experience of every 
believer will, and doth agree in the 
main part; as there is a great ſimi- 
larity in every man's countenance, 
notwithſtanding all the difference, 
I am fully perſuaded, that many of 
the Lord's people, while they be 
young in years, and younger in 
grace, are warm in their affections, 
zealous in their profeſſion, fervent 
and frequent in prayer, comforta. 
ble in their ſoul, and circumſpe in 
their conduct. In ſhort, their love 
to Jeſus Chriſt is ſtrong ; . they love 


his name aad perſon ; they admire 
his early and unchangeable love, 


the freeneſs, ſufficiency, and riches 
of his grace; they delight in his 
ordinances and truths; they rejoice 
in his ſalvation, neither are they a- 
fraid or aſhamed of bis croſs : ſo 
they may anſwer in moſt particulars 
to what Mr. W. D. has obſerved. 
But then J am as fully perſuaded, 
that many of the flock of Chriſt, 
though beloved, choſen, redeemed, 
and called, have very different ex- 
perience at the beginning of their 
ſpiritual pilgrimage. Here I deſign 
to be ſo free as to give a. ſhort sketch 
of my own experience, hoping and 
praying it may be of ſome uſe to the 
weak and hindmoſt of the travellers 
through the wilderneſs, 5 
It is above twenty years ſince ! 
began to be ſeriouſly thoughtfol a- 
bout a future ſtate : though I had 
been, from my very infancy, kept 
from open vice, and groſs immorah- 
ties; for which I would be very 
thankful while I have breath ; yet 
I had no reliſh, but rather averſion, 
to true religion and real piety. I was 


not without ſome convictions now 


" 1 Cor. xii, 5, 6. 


and 


* 
F C ion uno hoe a , r ¼ IEEE Ta The” Ry ou one =_(war; OO gr mny . P 0 e e got A 


ow az 


Free A Nan * . «a. A 


PA WY WEIS 


er 


Provs:TrovenuTs alk 


and then, yet they were not abiding. 
Thus I ſpent the firſt twenty years 
of my time to very little purpoſe in 
the world, and have more than once 
looked upon it as ſo much precious 
time loſt, I. remember well, that 
the converfion and viſible alteration 
in the life and converſation of ſome 
oung people of my age and ac- 
een. did ſenfibiy * cloſely 
affect my mind; ſo that I was bro't 
to think, auhat would become of me ? 
I ſoon after began to pray, hear, 
read, think, and converſe about re- 
ligion with more reliſh, feeling, and 


concern than in time paſt; and of 
courſe I ſoon did forſake former 


unprofitable company, and other 
vanities of youth. So there was a 
change wrought in me, by ſteps or 
deprees almoit imperceptible, and 
quite ſo often. But notwithſtand- 
ing all this, my comforts were not 
many, my joy was not great, but 
my love to Jeſus Chriſt was, in my 
apprehenſion, exceeding weak, my 
affections for Heaven very languid, 
my heart very hard, and I was ge- 
nerally much ſtraitened and ve- 
ry dull in prayer; nay, 1 have 
often greatly queſtioned my ſtate, 


from my barrenneſs in prayer, and 


that for many years, thus thinking, 
If [ were a child of God, ſurely T ſhould 
vave more freedom and liberty to ſpeak 
to my Father, 1 did, after a while, 
partake of the Lord's Supper, un- 
der a perſuaſion of duty; but ſtill 
I was very little affected. My diſ- 


couragements every Way were Nu-. 


merous, yet I was, by ſome means 
or other, enabled to continue in the 
path of duty, though I much doubt- 
ed whether any thing of a real fav- 
ing work was begun on my ſoul. 
When I would read or hear the ex- 
perience of others, expreſſed much 


in the ſame manner as Mr. W. D. 


: Job, Mix, . 2s 4. 


does his, and found ſo little of it in 
myſelf, my doubts would greatly in- 
creaſe; but ſtill I went on, feebly 
praying, and faintly hoping. Ma- 
ny times did I hear, or read of 
others crying and complaining in 
Job's words, O that I were as in 
«© months paſt, as in the days 
& when God preſerved me, when 
« his candle did ſhine upon my 
«© head, when by his light I walked 
«« through darkneſs, as I was in the 
% days of my youth. f” But that 
was never my complaint to this day, 
My longings and deſires were for 
better times, more life and light, 
ſtronger love, warmer zeal, clearer 
evidence, and ſweeter comforts than 
ever | had yet been indulged with. 
Thus I continued for the moſt-part 
of twenty years, though not with- 
out ſome ebbings and flowings. My 
deadneſs and formality in private 
prayer for about twelve years of that 
time, or upwards, few would believe 
it, I think, were I to relate particu- 
lars ; yet through all there was ſome- 
thing of the ſavour of religion kept 
up in my ſoul, and I durſt not ſor- 
ſake the little I had. I prayed then 
in my weak way for many things, 
but my unbelief in prayer was very 
prevalent, for I hardly expected to 
receive what I prayed for? nay, Idid 
often rather conclude, or atleaſt fear, 
I never ſhould: How often did L 
doubt in prayer! poor ſhattered 
prayer indeed | I had many cauſes 
of complaint, but little heart to do 
it. I found more ability by far to 
truſt God with my temporal con- 
cerns, than to lay hold on Jeſus 
Chriſt and all his fulneſs, or to be 
ſatisfied about my eternal ſtate, 
that concern was ſo weighty ; whe- 
ther God had undertaken for me, 
was the great queſtion f. Neverthe- 
leſs, I certainly was like the four 


1 Iſa. xxxviii. 14, 


lepers 
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lepers at 8 of Samaria: I was 
reſolved to depend upon Chritt let 
what would follow; I did chuſe, 
if I muſt periſh, to periſh waiting 


upon, and longing for Chriſt, rather 


than to die in a courſe of wilful re- 
bellion againſt him : .though he 
ſhould ſlay me, I would wait and 
hope to the end. Thus for many 
years I had but little real comfort, 
nor was I deſpairingly diſtreſſed with 
terrifying fears; but I was not eaſy 


and unconcerned, though too lifeleſs . 


in my ſou]. I think it needleſs to 
proceed any farther to relate my 
ewn barrennefs; no matter how 
few of the Lord's people do tread 
the ſame path : yet I muſt make 
this obſervation, that in all this 
time there was rather an increaſe 
than a decreaſe in life and religious 
favour, when I conſider things in 
the general ; fo that 1 never long 
wiſhed for former experience, but 
wanted to preſs forward, though 
fo weak and heartleſs. Surely the 
glory of all my ſalvation is to be 
rendered unto God, and I am very 
deſirous it ſhould. | 

Iwill not, at this time, produce 
any arguments to prove, that I am 
Juſtified, &c. I look upon the way, 
mentioned by Mr. W. D. to be ſafe 
and good, for thoſe who are favour- 
ed with the ſame experience as that 
mentioned by him. But I believe 
there are others, who, when they 


read the comfortable experience of 


good men, are ſo diſcouraged and 
caſt down that they are ready to 
conclude, they are not juſtified ; that 
their fins are not pardoned, and that 
they are not accepted with God; 
becauſe they find not in themielves 
what they hear others do feel and 
enjoy. This greatly daunts them, 
and they fear to think ſerioufly of 
death and an awful eternity. They 
know not what to do.— Chiefly for 
the ſake of theſe weak brethren of 
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mine, I write this ; therefore to ſach 
beg leave to ſhew my opinion upon 
the important point. 

Thon weak and fearful believer-—- 
If thou art ſo concerned about thy 
future ſtate and eternal happineſs, 
and thy mind enlightened ſo far ag 
to perceive the vileneſs of ſin, and 
to bewail thine own vileneſs becauſe 
of ſinIf thou ſeeſt the ſuitableneſs 
of Chriſt, as a Redeemer, to deliver 
thee from all the dreadful curſes of 
a good and holy law, which thou 
lieſt expoſed to for ſin—If thou art 
brought to depend upon Chriſt with 
all thy ſoul, for thy whole falvation 
If the little hope in Chriſt, which 
thou haſt, doth humble thee, and 
encourage thee to obedience—lf 
thy ſou] doth long after perfect ho- 
lineſs—and if the thought of the 
probability of ſalvation freely by 
grace, through Jeſus Chriſt, does 
give thee ſome caſe and ſatis faction, 
and animate thee to pray, to purity 
of heart and life, &c. my dear friend, 
if this is thy caſe, I will be confi. 
dent to ſay unto thee, Son, or 
< Daughter, be of good cheer, thy 
“ manifold fins be forgiven thee.” 
But methinks I do, as it were, hear 
the good man or woman, with a 
trembling heart. ready to anſwer, 
« Alas ! my eternal ſalvation is ſo 
« weighty a concern, that I know 
not how to take your word for it.“ 
J can in that ſenſibly feel with thee; 


However go on ſtill, as I did; I can 


tell thee, that, through great mercy, 
I have been for ſome time much 
better ſatisfied about the ſtate of my 
ſoul than in years paſt : 1 did for 
ſeveral years believe certainly, that 
the Lord might be pleaſed, ſome 
time or other, to adminiſter comfort 
to ſuch an unworthy duft as me; 
and even ſtill, I believe and hope 1 
may yet be favoured, with clearer 
views of things, by far than I have 


now, before J leave the wilderneſs. 
Lord 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


Lord, help me to be humble, and 
go forward, leaning upon Chriſt, 
and to take poor weak believers 
with me by the hand, Therefore, 
my friend, look up, and do not be 
dejected, there is yet hope in Iſrael 
. concerning thee. | 
But further, one part of the query 
above-mentioned is, How many 
« ways doth God take, according 
« to {cripture, to give evidence and 
« comfort of juſtification, &c. It 
has been already obſerved, that 
there are diverſities of operations by 
the ſame Holy Spirit; and I be- 
lieve that may be ſafely applied to 
the preſent caſe ; but, among wri- 
ters, two more general ways are ta- 
ken notice of, wiz. by the airect, 
or by the refie# act of faith. The 
direct act is, a looking directly unto 
Chriſt, as ſet forth in the goſpel, in 
the fulneſs and freeneſs of his grace, 
in his capacity, ability, compaſſion, 
and readineſs to receive poor ſin- 
ners, let them be ever ſo much 
preſſed down with guilt, and a 
wounding, bumbling aſe of their 
vileneſs, helpleſineſs, unworthineſs, 
_ rebellion, &c. This, I believe, was 
the caſe with the thief on the croſs, 
the Jailor, with a great number of 
thoſe whoſe ft der is mentioned 
in the New Teſtament ; and, I am 
perſuaded, is the caſe with many to 
this day. The goſpel comes in 
power, under the ſpecial influence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and in much a/- 
Jurance F. They are enabled to be- 
lieve the goſpel report, and to lay 
hold on it, as their own precious 
portion, and that with joy and 
thankfulneſs. This bleſſing has been 
afforded to many ſoon after their 
firſt enlightening, as the The/aloni- 
ans and others. Bat the Lord is 
pleaſed to work in this powerful 
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manner upon ſome, who have been 
a conſiderable time under real ſoul 
concern. Theſe perſons do not con- 

ſider and depend upon former expe- 

rience, as they do on the Lord's pre- 

ſent dealings and free promiſes, the 

ability they find in themſelves to be- 

lieve in Chriſt as their own Saviour 

and precious Redeemer, the warmth 

of their affection to him and his 

ways, and their love to his croſs ſo 

far as to deſpiſe any ſhame upon his 

account; they being comfortably 

and ſafely perſuaded of their juſtih- 

cation, that their fins are pardoned 

and they accepted with God, 

The reflect act of faith is, a look- 
ing back and ſeriouſly confidering 
the dealings of God with the ſoul in 
time paſt, viz. What convittions 
have been experienced, what im- 
preſſions have been made on the 
heart, what light received in the 
underſtanding, what change in the 
will and affection, and what altera- 
tion in the mind. So upon an im- 
partial ſearch, they find that old 
things, in a great meaſure, are paſt 
away, and all things wear a new 
complexion, therefore they conclude 
they are new creatures f. They ſay 
with Manoah's wife thus, „If the 
Lord did not deſign my ſalvation 
© he would not have wrought theſe 
«© things upon my heart —If. 
Chriſt had not loved me and given 
himſelf for me, I had never loved. 
him as 1 do—If I had not ſome real 
love to him, I ſhould never be ſo 
uneaſy that I do not love him more, 
and fo jealous leſt other objects 
ſhould ſteal away my affections 
If I had not been a child of God, 
my experience could not agree in 
ſo many particulars with that of Old 
and New Teſtament Saints. They 
lothed themſelves ; they bewailed 
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their ſinfalneſs; they hated vain 
thoughts ; they ſometimes refuſed 
to be comforted ; they could hard- 
Iy ſpeak or look up, iniquities did 
ſo prevail ; they had ſuch a quick 
ſenſe of ſin, when they would do 
good, evil was preſent; the fleſh 
Juited againſt the holy wiſhes, de- 
fires, and luſtings of the ſpirit, where 
the ſpirit was willing the fleſh was 
weak, ſo they could not find how 
to perform that which was good |. 
Theſe particulars and many more of 
the ſame nature I find recorded in 
ſeripture, and expreſſed by eminent 
Saints as their own experience. Thus 
the believer, upon comparing notes, 
will ſoon agree with former Saints 
in complaints. He can alſo join 
with them in prayer, ſaying, ** Cre- 
state a clean heart in me, let my ſpi- 
* rit be renewed, O that my ways 
*« were directed to keep thy ſtatutes! 
% open thou mine eyes, &c.“ Ma- 
ny particulars of this kind might be 
obſerved, but it would ſwell this 
letter into a pamphlet. By this 
cloſe and impartial reaſoning, and 


comparing themſelves with ſcrip- 


.ture, many come to enjoy a com- 
fortable view of their juſtification, 


pardon of ſin, and acceptance with 


God. I lock upon this to be a ſafe 
and ſcripture way. The Apoſtle 
puts believers upon diligence, that 
they might enjoy the comfort of 
their election in life, and leave the 
world in full joy &. The firſt epiſ- 
tle of Jobn is full of this kind of 
reaſoning and concluding, ſee Chap. 
ii. 3, 4» 5, 6, , 10, &c. Chap. 
itt. 3, 10, 14, 17, 24. Chap. iv. 
F2, 13, 19. Chap. v. 2, 3, 13. Now 
in the direct and reflect act of faith, 
it is the Holy Spirit only that can 
enable to believe aright, for it is 
his proper work to comfort and ſeal |), 
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And I am perſuaded he condeſcends 
to ſeal in both theſe ways; and I do 
believe he doth often join theſe 
together. He that is enabled to 
believe in the direct way, caſting 
himſelf wholly and immediately up- 
on Jeſus Chriſt and his fulneſs, if he 

lives any time after in the world, 
ſhould look that his character and 
conduct anſwers to fcripture, lef 
after all he ſhould be under a delu- 
ſion; for Satan is artful. Some 


have thought their faith of this kind 


to be right, when, alas! they did 


too much reſemble thoſe mentioned 
in the Epiſtle of Jude, ver. 4, 8, 10, 
11, 12, &c. Again, he that re- 
ceives comfort from the reflect act 
of faith, ſhould by no means neg- 
le& the direct looking unto Jeſus far 
juſtification, pardon and acceptance, 
otherwiſe he will be grievouſly per- 
plexed, and a legal ſpirit will ſteal 
in. The believer ſhould be, like 
thoſe living creatures, full of eyes 
before and behind. 

O4;. Should not a perſon always 
have ſome particular promiſe ſet 
home upon has foul with a particu- 
lar energy, before he can receive 
any comfortable and ſafe evidence 
of his juftification, &c. ſuch as, / 
bave blotted out thy fins, or ſome pro- 
miſe of that kind ? 

Anſ. Many have had comfortable 
and ſatis factory evidences that way, 
but, perhaps, others have rejected 


good evidences, becauſe not brought 


to them in the ſame manner. If a 
perſon finds his heart enabled to de- 
pend upon Chriſt, and a willing- 
neſs to deyote himſelf to his ſervice, 
yielding himſelf to the Lord; upon 
the whole ſcope and authority of 
the goſpel, I think his fe undation 

uite fafe, and that he ſhould not 
fear to receive comfort. We may 
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be ſure that Satan may, and often 
doth apply ſcripture to deluded 


minds, in order to ſecure them more 


and more in their deluſions. See 


his bold attempt upon the Lord of 


life and glory Maze. iv. 6. I think 


that in the 2 Kings ix. 36. and x. 


10. littte better. We are not al- 
ways to depend upon particular 


| ſcriptures brought to our mind, ex- 


cept they incline us to love Chriſt; 


for the holy ſpirit always leads to 


Jeſus ; if the ſcriptures brought to, 
and faſtened on our mind, render 
our hearts tender of the glory of 
God, if we are, by their influence, 
made more humble, holy, and re- 


ſigned to the will of God, and diſ- 


poſed to deny our ſelf will, take up 
the croſs and follow Chriſt; then 
we may truſt that thoſe ſcriptures 
are applied by the good ſpirit : 


Likewiſe if we find in ourſelves this 
eneral ſcope 
of 3 it may anſwer the ſame 
end. 85 
Now upon the whole, theſe ob- 


ſervations ſeem to me true, viz. 


That ſome of the people of God 
have much comfort ſoon after re- 
generation; though afterward much 
darkneſs and gloomineſs may pre- 
vail. This obſervation ſhould ex- 


cite comfortable perſons to be very 


watchful and humble. 

That others of the heirs of glory 
may be very weak at the beginning, 
and continue heartleſs and dejected 
a long while ; and yet be growing 
in grace, fo that in proceſs of time 


they are filled with joy and peace in 


believing. 

That thoſe who enjoy a comfort- 
able meaſure of evidence ſnould not 
deſpiſe the weak and feeble, and 
conclude they are graceleſs becauſe 


their fears and doubts are ſo many. 
Thoſe that ſtand ſhould take heed 
left they be left of God, and fall. 


That thoſe who are much in the 


dark about their ſuture ſtate, and 
often in great fear about it, ſhould 
not be over-much dejected and caft 
down 3 but lift up their heads, truſt 
in Chriſt ; pray to God, conſider 


the nature of his promiſes, and hope 


for better times. Others out of 

weatneſs were made ftrang, and why 

not they ? | 
That perfons may be much ftrait- 


ened in prayer, and other religious 


exerciſes, and yet be new creatures. 

That if many believers have ex- 
perienced much more than I ever 
did, I ſhould not from thence con- 
clude myſelf an unbeliever. If I do 


now experience what I did not for- 


merly, why may I not hope that [ 
may yet experience much more than 


I do now? The poſſibility ſhould 
. excite and animate me to prayer, 


hope, believe, and the diligent uſe 


of means. 


That ſome may well remember 
the time and means of their effectual 


calling; but the work upon others 


has been ſo gradual, that they can- 


not point out either: but if a per- 
ſon is enabled to conclude, that he 


is called by the grace of God, he 
ſhould give the glory to the author 
of his ſalvation, and not perplex 
himſelf about times and ſeaſons. 
That every believer ſhould pray 
for, and expect a clear and camfort- 


able evidence of his intereſt in Chriſt, 


and more ſpiritual joy. ; 
That the Holy Spirit has diverſe 
ways to ſeal believers, but all, ac- 
cording to ſcripture, leading to 
Chriſt and a holy life. He that 
nameth the name of Chriſt ſhould 
depart from iniquity. To the 
bleſſing of God 1 defire to commit 
this ſhort eſſay. I am an unworthy 
Petitioner and Expectant. 


UE 


I. How may we diſtinguiſh, be- 
| ewixt 
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twixt that which is moral, and that 
which is typical, or merely ceremo- 


nial, in the Books of Maſes? and 


conſequently, which of thoſe pre- 


cepts are ſtill in force, and which 
are thoſe long ſince abrogated ? 

II. Is Matt. xxi. 22. to be con- 
fined wholly to the faith of mira- 
cles, or doth it reſpect the faith of 
every belieyer ? If the latter, how 
is it to be underſtood ? 5 


III. What is the real difference 


between true faith and mere pre- 
ſumption? 


To the EpiTors of the SpIXIT VAI. 
MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


Tf you think the following lines worthy 
a place in the Pious Thoughts / 
your Magazine, Pleaſe lo inſert them, 
and you will oblige, | 
Tour Humble Servant, 
T. 8. 


On the Neceſſity of improving e- 
very Moment of Time. 


Redeeming the time becauſe the days 
are evil. Epheſ. v. 16. 


— Life can little more ſupply, 

Than juſt to look about us and to 
die. Pop E. 

Life's litile ſtage is a ſmall eminence 


inch high, the grave above. 
Night Thoughts, N. II. 


O W quick are the advances 
of time ! the day 1s gone al- 
molt as ſoon as dawned; the filent 


moments {lip inſenſibly away; no 


thief ſteals more unperceived from 
the pillaged houſe. Wherever we 
are, however employed, time pur- 
ſues his inceſſant courſe. Though 
we are liſtleſs and djlatory, the 

reat meaſurer of our days preſſes 
on, fill preſſes on, in his unwearied 
eareer, and whirls our weeks, and 


carefully huſband our 
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months, and years away. Ts it net 
then ſurprizingly ſtrange, to hear 
people complain of the tediouſneſs 
of their time, and how heavy it 
hangs upon their hands? To ſee 
them contriving a variety of amui. 
ing artifices to accelerate its flight, 
and get rid of its burthen ? Why, 
thoughtleſs mortals! need you urge 
the headlong torrent? Your days 
are ſwifter than a poſt, which, car- 
rying diſpatches of the utmoſt im- 
portance, with unremitted ſpeed, 
ſcours the road. They paſs away 
like the flying ſhips which have 
wind in their wings, and skim along 


the watry plain. 


Time when it is gone, how ſhort 
it appears; when the fond eye be- 
held it in perſpective it ſeemed an 
extenſive plan, but on a retroſpec- 
tive view, how wonderfully the 
ſcene is altered ! the landſcape large 
and ſpacious, which a warm fancy 
drew, brought to the teſt of cool 
experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan, juſt 
as the ſhores vaniſh, and mountains 
dwindle to a ſpot, when the ſailor, 
ſurrounded by skies and ocean, 
throws his laſt look on his native 
land. | | 
Shall we, then, be induſtrious to 
ſhorten what 1s no longer than a 
ſpan, or to quicken the pace of 
what is ever on the wing ? Shall we 
ſquander away what 1s unutterably 
important while it laſts, and when 
once departed, is altogether irreco- 
verable ? Forbear the folly, forbear 
the deſperate extravagance ! Shall 
we chide, as a loiterer, the arrow 
that · boundeth from the ſtring, or 
{weep away diamonds as the refuſe 
of our houſes? How parſimonious 
ſhould we be of our days ? How 
precious 


hours! they go indiflolubly con- 
netted with happineſs or milery. 
Improved they are a ſure pledge of 

| Lvef- 
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everlaſting glory; waſted, they are 
a ſad preface. to never-ending con- 
fuſion and anguiſh. On theſe, there- 
fore, our eternal all depends. And 
will an affair of ſuch unſpeakable 
weight admit of a moment's delay, 
or admit of the leaſt remiſſneſs? E- 
ſpecially ſince much of our appoint- 
ed time is already eſcaped, and the 
remainder is all uncertainty, But 
ſuppoſe we had made ,a covenant 
with the grave, and were aſſured of 
reaching the age of Methuſelah, how 
ſoon would even ſuch a leaſe expire! 
let it be extended yet farther, and 
made co- exiſtent with nature - itſelf ; 
yet how ſpeedily will the conſum- 
mation of all things commence ! for 
yet a little while and the commiſ- 
fioned Archangel will lift up his 
hand to heaven, and ſwear by the 
Almighty name, That time ſhall 
« be no longer t.” Then abuſed 
opportunities will never return, and 
new opportunities will never more 
be offered. Then ſhould negligent 
mortals wiſh, ever ſo paſſionately, 
for a few moments only to be 
thrown back from the opening eter- 
nity, thouſands of worlds would not 

be able to procure the grant. 
What inexprefſible conſternation 
muſt overwhelm unthinking mor- 
tals, who have ſquandered their 
time in vice, when the general con- 
flagration commences ! That dread- 
ful day will ſoon approach *, in 
which the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
with agreat noiſe, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent heat ; the 
earth alſo, and all the works that 
are therein ſha]l be burnt up ! thar 
mighty hand which once opened the 
windows from on high, and broke 
up the fountains of the great deep, 
will then unlock all the magazines 

of fe, and pour a ſecond deluge 


1 Rev. x. 5, 6. 


upon the earth. The vengeful 
flames, kindled by the breath of the 
Almighty, will ſpread them ſelves 
from the center to the circumference; 
nothing will withſtand their impe- 
tuoſity, nothing eſcape their rage. 
Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn 
temples, will be laid in aſhes. Spa- 
cious cities and impregnable towers 


buried in one 3 maſs. Not 


only the productions of human art, 
but the works of Almighty power, 


will be fuel for the devouring ele- 
ment. The everlaſting mountains 


will melt, like the ſnows which co- 
ver the ſummits ; and even the vaſt 
oceans, ſerve only to augment the 
inconceiveable rapidity and fury of 
the blaze. | 


Amazing period ! when each moun- 
| tain-height 

Out- burns Veſuvius, rocks eternal 
pour | 

Their melted maſs, as rivers once 
they pour'd ; "AI 

Stars ruſh, and final ruin fiercely 
drives 

Her ploughſhare o' er creation. 


Night Thoughts, N. IX. 


Theſe are events, the greatneſs of 
which nothing finite can meaſure ; 
ſuch as will cauſe whatever is con- 
ſiderable, or momentous, in the an- 
nals of all generations, to fink into 
littleneſs and nothing. Events, big 
with the everlaſting fates of all the 
living and all the dead. We mult 
ſee the graves cleaving, the ſea teem- 
ing, and ſwarms unſuſpected, crowds 
unnumbered; yea, multitudes of 
thronging nations riſing from both. 
We muſt ſee the world in flames; 
muſt ſtand at the diſſolution of all 


terreſtrial things, and be attendants 


ou the burial of nature. 


* 2 Pet. 111. 10. 
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When horror univerſal ſhall de- 
ſcend; | 

And Heaven's dark concave urn all 


human race. 
Night Thoughts, N. VII. 


We muſt ſee the vaſt expanſe of 
sky wrapped up like a ſcroll 5, and 
the incarnate God ifſuing from light 
inacceſſible, with ten thouſand an- 

els to judge both men and devils. 
We muſt ſee the curtain of time 


drop, ſee all eternity difclos'd to 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


view, and enter upon a ſtate of be. 
ing that will never have an end. 
Ought we not, therefore, to hu. 
band well every moment of our 
time, and take heed to our ways? 
Is there an enquiry, is there a care 
of greater, of equal, of comparable 
importance? For n: how 
can we ſtand with boldneſs, when 
the ſtars of Heaven fall from their 
orbs ? How ſhould we look up with 
joy, and ſee our ſalvation drawing 
nigh, when the hearts of millions 
fail for fear. : | 


Por TRY, 


To theEvprrons of the SPIRITUAL 
| MacAZINE. 


Gentlemen, | | 
Als the intent of your Magazine js to 


promote true religion and virtue, and 


fuppre/s wice and inmorality. The 
defire ] have to contribute to the en- 
couragement of an undertaking jo 
profitable to all mankind, has engag- 
ed me to ſend you the following Poem. 
T hape to fee it inſerted for the next 
month, and the Favour will be re- 
turned by ſome future Eſſay from 
Your Humble 1 
„8. 


Advice to the Youth of Great- 
8 Britain. 


Remember now thy Creator in the Days 
of thy Youth, While the evil Days come 
not, nor the Years draw nigh, when thou 
ſhalt ſay I bave no Pleaſure in them, 

Ks Eccl. xii. 1. 


E thoughtleſs Youths, by im- 
pious paſſions ſway'd, 
God in the prime of life muſt be o- 
* bey'd ; | 


I Rev, oi, 14. 


God, the ſole fountain of each good 


we know, 
From whoſe right hand eternal 
bleſſings flow; 
In him, your friend, in him alone 
rejoice, 


Nor dare let ſports and plays attract 
your choice; _ 
But, in your vigour, in the heat of 


Youth, 

Fulfil his precepts and embrace the 
truth. | 
Repent betimes, nor ſay with impi- 

ous breath, . 
That youth protects us from the 
hand of death. = 
To all life's joys now let us ſlack 
the reins, f 
Whilſt vigorous nature plays within 
. thy veins. , 
But above all conſider whil.t you 
dan, 5 


How ſhort's the date of life's un- 


certain ſpan, 
And know that God requires 
the early man. 
That Chrift redeem'd you with his 
precious blood; 1 
Then learn, while young, that ſci- 
ence, to be good. 
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The ſeeds of virtue, ſown in only 


youth, 

Will guide your feet into the ways 
of truth; 

Blofſom and ſpread around a rich 
perfume, | 

Nor time itſelf can ever ſpoil their 

| bloom. 

Thus when the mazes of the great 
and good, 

In life's ſhort period, you 've  ſe- 
curely trod ; 

When you are ſummon'd to reſign 
your breath, | 

Smiling, you'll fall into the arms of 
death; 


Then will vod ſouls a crown of 


life receive, 
And *midft pure ſtreams of endleſs 
pleaſure live. 


But if from virtue's paths you blind- - 


ly run, 
Your fate is juſt, for ever you're 
_ undone. . 
Ye c_ 1 Infidels ! audacious 


View the "bright orbs, the azure 
concave view; 

Behold yon glorious ſun, who runs 
on high 

His radiant journey through the 

| boundleſs sky: 

Then check your pride, confeſs th' 
Almighty power, 

Or dread the vengeance of an evil 
hour, 

Repent and turn unto the Lord 
your God, 

Before he ſtrikes you with affliction 8 
rod. 


Briton's | theſe calls with gratitude 

receive, 

Awake i in time, turn penitent and 
hve, 

Conſcience declares, that we muft 
all ſurmount 

The dreary tomb, and give a ſtrict 
account 


— 


Of ev'ry action, every idle word, 
Before the great tribunal of the 
Lord. 
If theſe ſhould fail true virtue to 
excite, 
And men chuſe darkneſs rather than 
the light; 
When the loud trump ſhall rend the 
ſolid ground, 


ä Then will they tremble at th' awake 


*ning ſound ; 
Feel the convulſions of a tott'ring 
world, 


See ſmoking 1 mountains into ruin 


hurl 


Rendin with do the etherial 


. rame, ; 
And dreadful lightnings' darting 
through the ſame z 
See the firm earth lie burning at 


their feet 

When all the elements ſhall * 
with heat *. 

See the deep ocean boil and hear it 
roar, 

Whilſt its proud billows laſh the 
ſounding ſhore ; 

Hear nature groan beneath her dead- 
ly weight, 

See the dread horrors of her ſieken- 
ing ſtate. 

What! at that hour, can guilty mor- 
tals ſay, 

How bear the terrors of that awful 
day ? 


Surrounded thus with ſuch a direful 
ill, 

Their ſinful breaſts what mighty 
pangs will fill; 

Wounded with ſhame they know 
not where to fly, 

When lo! their Judge deſcends the 
rending sky; 

Whoſe ſacred laws moſt impiauſly 
they ſpurn'd, 

Scoff'd at religion and his Prieſt- 
hood ſcor n'd, 


* 2 Pet, ill, 10, 11, 12, 
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Pore his ſabbaths, did his church 


lect, 


And all his glorious means of grace 


reject. 


Now conſcience truck! their crimes 


in black array, 


Vet uprepented, fill them with dif 


may; 
* ex- 
pectations vain, 
Through Jeſus Chriſt ſalvation to 
obtain, 


By his pure goſpel (which they lit- | 


tle priz'd, 


Nay, little thought of, not to ſay 


deſpis'd. 


Whoſe wholeſome precepts would 


* have led the way, 


To the bright manſions of eternal 


day.) 


They now are judg'd: Behol4! the 


+ - ſentence paſt, 


Trembling they ſtand upon the 


woful waſte : 


Lo! Hell's grim tyrant, and his 


horrid train, 


With hideous howlings, fill th af- 


frighted plain. 


See the poor wretches, loves to 


wanton luſt, 


Who in their youth too fondly oe 


their truſt ; 


See in what agonies they groan and 


ſhake, 


Doom'd to be plung'd into the | 


burning lake. 


An HYMN for New Year's Day. 
H Y Majeſty, great God, is 


known, 
Thy vaſt exiſting pow'r ; 
's kinder bounty doth alone 
Protect us every hour. 


rn. 


God doth his wiſdom ſoon unfold, 
When we his works ſurvey, 

Tarn o'er a leaf, and there behold 
He crowns the riſing day. 


His Sovereign wiſdom's infinite, 


His power abroad he hurls, 


© Goodneſs and mercy doth unite, 


To rule theſe lower worlds. 


How Providence may rule below, 


A ſecret from us hid, 


Nor ought we to attempt to know, 


What God pas once forbid. 

In brighter robes the skies are deckt, 
Jehovah there doth ſhine, 

The ſun doth thence its rays reflect, 
And owns a God divine. 

Morning, and evening, noon, and 

night, 

Perform th? Almighty's will, 

And every year with vaſt delight, 

His wiſe decrees fulfil. 

Time doth an equab balance bear, 
O'er-rules the life of man, 

Such the event of ev'ry year, 
Our frailty cannot ſcan. 

The wheels of time roll on apace, 
And to its period run, 

A minute ends the narrow race, 
We juſt before begun. 

The preſent year ſucceeds the paſt, 
Our days will ſoon be o'er, 

The Angel ſounds his trump at laſt, 
'That time ſhall be no more. 

That trumpet ſilent ſeems as yet, 
And a new year is giv'n, 

For joys renew'd, can we forget 

To praiſe indulgent Heaven ? 

God our Creator we adore, 
(Angels inſpire the ſong) - 

Bleflings allow'd us heretofore, 
Attend us all along. 

Bleſſings of life and time appear, 
In every ſeaſon new ; 

Nor can we render thro” the year, 


To God, the half his due. 


— 
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Occaſional LETTERS. 
II. 


To Philetus on is turning a/ide to Folly 


{after having experienced the Mani- 


feſtation of the pardoning Love of 
Cad) urging his Return to the Way 


of Peace. 


Love may conftrain, 
While harſher notes are vain, 
And ineffe ctual prove, 
The heart once turn'd to move, 
From Perils road : | 
May its magnetic charms, 
Reſiſting Hell's alarms, 
Draw each backſlider near, 
To God with filial fear; 
Love is the ſharpeſt goad. 


Dear Philetus, 


J7 OURS came fafe to hand, 
by which I find, it is juſt as I 


feared; my heart miſgave me 
when I ſaw you laſt, that all was 


not right ; your countenance, your 
manner ſeemed to declare your in- 


ward trouble. I could not help me- 


ditating on Peter's caſe, after I left 
you; if thou haft finned like him, 
like him mayeſt thou repent and 
find mercy. You ask my advice, 


and your openneſs demands it ; 
therefore as your friend I pive it. 


I do not at all wonder at your fears, 
I marve] not that your reſt is bro- 
ken, ſo that you have no ſleep to 


your eyes, nor ſlumber to your 


eyelids ; and as for your hard tho'ts 
of God, and your wiſhes tha: your 
preſent trouble was any way altered, 
they come from you know what 
quarter: *Tis your mercy, and I re- 
Joice to think, that thy former way 


is now thy loathing, and that thou 


art ready to declare among men, 
thy abhorrence of thyſelf, and thy 
fins : You ſay, ** Hell, from be- 
„ neath, hath opened her mouth 


to meet thee at thy coming, 5 a 


<« that thou ſhalt never ſee the face 
of God in the land of the living; 


* that you have made a covenant 


« with Hell, and that you ſhall 
« ſurely have your portion with the 
« damned.” Alas ! poor wan- 
derer! I pity thee, and if what I 
can do, can be of any ſervice, I will 
pray and weep for thee too; but, 
come, let us reaſqn together, per- 
haps thy wound is not mortal, tho? 
I would probe it to the bottom, and 
the judgment thou feareſt, may not 
happen unto thee : thou ſtileſt thy- 


_ ſelf, a ſon of Belial ;” but time 


was you thought yourſelf a member 
of Chriſt. Call to mind then the 
tender carriage of thy Lord towards 
thee, in the day of thine eſpouſals z 
when thou, as a. tender lamb, was 
carried in the boſom of Immanuel; 
when, as a fond parent, he che- 
riſhed thee, and delighted to do thee 
good. How ſecure then, from the 
ſtorms of pride and paſſion, rode 
the little bark of thy ſoul, on the 
tempeſtuous ocean of this ſea of 
temptation, the world ! how free 
then from the power of corruption, 
and inordinate deſire! how Jooſe 
ſat thy affections, on the things of 
time and ſenſe ! how little! how 
trifling ! how inſignificant! yea, as 
altogether vanity, hen appeared all 
things under the ſun! a Chriſt's 
croſs was not thy burthen, but thy 
olory; and thy heart equally dead 
to worldly hopes and worldly fears. 
All what mortals call good and 
great, appeared to thee in their 
proper colours ; and while under 
the guidance of ſo powerful a guar- - 
dian, thou waſt helped to eſtimate 
their value, (not as valued by others, 


but by what they were really, when 


brought to the teſt, and weighed in 
the balance of the ſanctuary) they 
appeared as trifles, not worthy th 
regard ; as weights that would * 3 

bs 
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thee down, and hinder thy progreſs 
in the divine life; as clogs that 

would hinder thy walk in the de- 
hghtful narrow way; or as mana- 

cles that would lock faſt thy hands, 
ſo that thou couldeſt not in duty 


ſtretch them out to God, nor in 


love to thy brother; for as thy heart 
ſeemed formed for God, ſo God in 
Chriſt was thy ſoul's object and cen- 


tre; while all beneath the ftars ap- 


peared not worth thy craving, yea, 
not worthy of a with from thee. 
Thoſe were days of delight and 
hours of joy; for while the muck- 
worms ot the earth boaſted of thoſe 
things on which their affections 
are fixed, thy boaſt was of Chriſt 
thy beloved, and the prime employ- 
ment of thy day, was it not in me- 
ditating on his love to thee ? 

The gay and giddy, amazed at 
thy conduct, marvelled at the change 
they ſaw and hated ; they wonder- 
ed thou couldeſt no more join in 
thy old exceſs of riot, and imputed 
thy regard for things ſerious and 
Important, to thy want of taſte; they 
_ enquired what is thy beloved more 
than their beloved luſts and plea- 


ſures, in which they delight, and 


which they are bent to gratify, tho? 
ſure deſtruction be the reward and 
end? To ſuch as theſe, thy anſwer 
was heretofore ever ready, thy 
heart being wrapped up in love, 


thou couldeſt ſay of Chriſt, He zs 


chief among ten thouſand, and alioge- 
ther lovely, and of his ways, (ſuch 
was thy delipht in them) thou 


could ſay, they are all woys of plea- 


 fantneſs and all his ee peace; for 
preſent and eternal peace is, and 
will be, the ſure reward of ſuch 
whoſe delight is in the ways of 
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guage of thy heart, <vhom have I in 
Heu. ven but thee, and there 1s none on 
earth I defire in compariſon of thee, 

Then thou waſt not afraid of ſhame 
nor reproach, of heat nor cold; no 
diffticulty'deterred thee from follow- 
ing thy Lord, though it had been 
where the nipping froſt chains faſt 
the rivers to their ſhores, and where 
the mountains are covered with 
unſullied ſnow, or where the ſcorch- 
ing ſun burns up the green herbage, 
proclaiming univerſal dearth. 

This was thy reſolution, to go 
where Chriſt went, and lodge where 
he lodged, to make his people thy 
people, and their God thy God: 
Then the candle of the Lord ſhone 
bright in thy ſoul, and by that light 
thou didſt walk through darkneſs, 


experiencing the ſuſtaining, as well 


as the guardian power of his arm, 
whoſe arm 1s Almighty ; for under- 
neath thee his everlaſting arm was, 
and to thee his care extended, 1n 
this wilderneſs, which care thou 
couldeſt not but admire. To him 


thou ſwore fealty, determined to be 
on the Lord's fide alone; nay, thou 


waſt near ready to cry out to thy 
fellows, Come /ee my zeal for the Lord 


of hofis; the danger attending the 
way, did not affright, but rather 


animated thee to follow on to know 
the Lord; thy chariot wheels ran 
ſwiftly, and thy ſoul once was like 
the chariots of Aminadab. But oh! 
Philetus, Philetus, how art thou 
changed ! alas! alas! thy filver 1s 
become droſs, and thy fine gold dim. 
J would fain ask the cauſe, why 


thou art aſhamed of the ci oſs of thy 


once dear maſter. 
Him whom thon more than life did 
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love and prize, 
And he who ſav'd thee from thine 
enemies. . «EC: 


peace. Thus was it with thee in 
months paſt, when alone to Chriſt 
thy deſire was, and to the remem © 
-brance of his name, and the lan- 
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the only ſon of his mother, now 
ſlighted by thee? Time was, when 
if he once knocked, thy bowels 
yearned, and thy heart went out 
after him, while thy beſt affections 
joined the invitation, come in thou 
altogether lovely ; but now he may 
tarry without, till his head is wet 
with the dew, and his locks hang 
pendant with the drops of night; 
while all the anſwer he can get from 
thee, is this ſhameful wicked ex- 
cuſe; 1 have put off my coat, how 
ſhall I put it on, I have waſhed my 
feet, how ſhall I defile them? Oh! 
unkind treatment to the beſt of 
friends! thou hadft better have 
come naked, than have pleaded fo 
idle an excuſe ; nor regarding the 
defiling of thy feet, ſeeing he that 
cleanſeth, cleanſeth every wit. Hath 
thy beloved no charms ! hath he no 
beauty left, that thou ſhouideſt de- 
ſire him! If his viſage is marred, it 
is thou haſt done it, or it was done 
for thee; but I rather fear, ſome 


rival, ſome baſe luſt hath beguiled 


thee, and with thy conſent (O trea- 
cherous) has aſſumed thy maſter's 
place, in thy heart ; thou art there- 
fore defiled and ſpoiled by thieves, 
robbed of thy comforts and thy 
Lord ; nay, and haſt given up thy- 
ſelf to. work vanity before him. 
This, and more than this, hath been 
the language of thy late condu t,and 
'tts no marvel thou art aſſailed by 
doubts and diſtreſſing fears of being 
again led away captive entirely, ſee- 
ing thou haſt not properly prized 
thy liberty, nor, before all others, 
preferred thy all-powerful deliverer. 
How fhall he pardon thee for this! 


how wilt thou anſwer thy ſlizhted 


Lord for this thy ingratitude ! what 
ſhall be done unto thee for all thine 
adulteries, when thy God ſhall 
come in judgment and advert all 


thy miſdoings! Indeed, I mark with 


B bz 
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pleaſure, that part of yours, where 
you with, „your head was water, 
„ and your eyes fountains of tears, 
& and that you could fee your'elf 
cc. properly, that ſo you might re- 
e pent aright, and not reſt ſhort of 
a proper reſtoration, if there be 
«© hope.” To heighten therefore 


thy guilt and thy forrow, remem- 


ber, remember, thy backſlidings 
are many; call to mind, Oh ! wan. 


derer, if thou canſt, how oft thy 


compaſſionate Redeemer hath ſought 
thee out, and diſentangled thee from 
the briers and thorns, the ſnares thy 


enemy privily laid for thy ſoul! 


How many times hath thy kind 
Shepherd left the ninety and nine 
to ſeek for thee ? For thee, before 
others, as if thou alone waſt worthy 
of his regard, and alone his peculiar 


charge! tell, if thou canſt, how | 


oft thou haſt been laid on his 


ſhoulder, and brought back to, the 
fold, to the joy of angels in glory, 


. who ſang Hallelujals for joy at thy 


return; yea, and thine own heart 


was ready to break with the alter- 


nate paſſions of grief and joy; eric 
when thou lovkedit back on rhe for- 
bidden paths in which thou haft 
wandered, to the grief of God's 
holy ſpirit, aod the wounding of thy 
own con{cience; joy, when thy chen 
preſent was compared with thy palt 
condition; late a wanderer on the 
mountains of fin and error, which 
terminate in death ; now a home 
brought ſheep to the told of Chriſt, 
—all thy paſt follies were forgiven, 
yea forgotten, and thou a worthleis 
creature, once more in the boſom 
of thy Shepherd, now became thy 
joys predominant, which appeared 
in mingling thy ſongs with ſaints 
below, and joining with thoſe who, 
paſt danger, ſing Hallelujah! ſalva- 
tion, glory, honour and power to 
him that loved them, and waſhed 
them 
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them from their fins in his blood; 


and as none eye pitied thy diſtreſs 


when thou ſaweſt thy folly, ſo no- 
ſtranger intermeddled in thy joy, 


when thy raptured ſoul cried (on 


ſurveying the ſtupendous myſtery of 
love) Oh | the breadth, and length, 


and depth, and heighth of the un- 
ſearchable riches of the grace of 
Chriſt! Yet, ſince all this, thou 
haſt almoſt forgotten him that bou't 
thee, thou haſt not regarded all his 
ſtatutes to do them, and it is the o- 


miſſion of thy duty, is the chief 


ſource of thy preſent darkneſs, and 
which cauſed thy complaints in our 
laſt meeting ; and now what remain- 
eth, but that he, who 1s jcalous of 
his honour, ſhould vincicate the 
fame againſt thee. Hear ye there- 
fore the words of the Lord, thus 
faith. the Lord, Behcld I will bring 
e and blaſting on all thy 

eaſant things in which thou delight- 
ed; thy lovers ſhall all go into captivi- 


ty, they ſhall be aſhamed aud confound- 


ed, who were pariners in thy adulterics; 


yea, the Lord ſhall ſinite and utterly 


deftroy them, even all thy fins, for his 
eye ſhall not pity, nor his hand ſpare, 
until he hath made a full end, for not 
one ſhall eſcape ; but as for thee, for 
the preſent, thou ſhalt be a witneſs 
to the overthrow of thoſe (and 'a 
joyful one 400) with whom thou 
waſt lately delighted, and be aſham- 
ed of thy naughtineſs before a ſin- 
ſlaying God; yea, thou ſhalt be 
cloathed with thy ſhame, and cover- 
ed with confuſion, as with a gar- 
ment ; thou ſhalt go on movrning, 
and ſay, I am aſhamed to lift up 
my face, becauſe of my fins ; for 
with weeping and with ſupplications 
he ſhall lead thee, and thou ſhalt 
drink large draughts of the bitter 
waters of Mirah 5; thy cup ſhall be 
Mipgled with gall, and thy bread 


y Repentance, 


ſhall be as wormwood, for the hand 
of the Lord is againſt thee, becauſe 
of all thy abominations ; thus ſhall 
it be done unto thee fince thou haſt 
diſhonoured thy God, Yet, again, 


hear the word of the Lord, Thou 
Halt be ſpared, for the Lord, even the 


Lord that redeemeth his children from 


captivity, hath declared there is hope 


in thy end; his bowels yearn toward; 
thee 3 how ſhall I give ti ee up Ephra- 
im / how ſhall I give thee up into the 
hands of thy foes ! thee whom I lowed, 
before the mountains were formed, or 
the hills were brought forth ; thee 
evhom 1 lowe, and will love for ever! 
Such, my dear Philetus, is the lan- 
guage of thy God towards thee ; he 
that ſcatters thy foes ſhall gather 
thee. By this time thou art crying 
out, O! amazing grace! O! com- 
paſſions truly divine! O love where 
is thy depth! paſt the fathom of 
of mortal plummet! This and more 
thou mayeſt ſay truly, for thy tranſ- 
greſſions ſhall be all forgiven, thy 
iniquities pardoned, yea, thy back- 
ſlidings ſhall be all forgotten, tho? 
many times for thy folly thou ſhalt 
ſay, ah me! On this plea then, I 
urge thy return unto thy Lord; oh 
may his love conſtrain thee : liſt vp 
thy heart, and ſay, draw me, and 


further know, to his ore and thy 


comfort, his compaſſion fails not; 


for though thy ſins were as ſcarlet 
they ſhall be as ſnow, he will melt 
them away by the fire of his love; 
ray, though they be red like crim- 
ſon, they ſhall be as wool, fair, 


and white, for he hath a robe to co- | 


ver thee, on which there is no ſpot: 


look unto him then, whom ye have 


pierced, and mourn; behold ye 
the lamb of God! behold him 
whoſe arms are ſtretched out, all 
the day long, to receive returning 
prodigals ! Balten unto him who 


ſaid 


1 
| 
| 
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faid, and ſtill faith, 7, even I, am be 
who blotteth out all thy tranſgreſſions, 


for m name's ſake, and will not re- 
member thy fin. Hearken unto him, 


who alone hath a right in thee, 
who loved and called, taught and 
healed thee ; yea, and led thee by 
the hand, as his own fon, though 


thou kneweſt not as yet thy friend. 


Hearken unto him, whoſe love is 
bke himſelf, eternal ; with loving 
kindneſs he draws thee, he conde- 
ſcends ta exhort thee himſelf. Re- 
turn unto me, O backſliding child, 
I will heal your backſlidings, and 
love thee freely; and Oh! that thou 
wouldeſt hearken diligently and re- 
turn, thy helper is near. Return 
return for thy life, that thy ſoul may 
proſper : Return to him who was 
thy firſt, and is (till thy only huſband; 
for thy maker is thy huſband, the 
Lord of Hoſts is his name: then 
ſhall it be with thee, as in the 
day of thine eſpouſals, the day of 
the gladneſs of thy heart; then, 
and not till then, thou wilt expe- 
rience a happy frame of mind; 
a pleaſure to which thou art a ſtran- 
ger now ; a pleaſure which nothing 
can exceed, fave that more tranquil, 
that infinitely more happy fate, 
where the very occaſions of ſin ſhall 
not be found, and where it will be 
impoſſible to backſlide : for there 
thy wicked heart ſhall ceaſe to 
trouble thee, and thy ſin-ſick ſoul 


for ever; and who leads his pur- 


chaſe from the ſtreams below, to 
fountains of living weters above, 


That thou mayeſt drink of theſe 
waters, at the fountain head, is the 
prayer of many; but of none more 


than him, who is, with the greateſt 


ſincerity, Yours, &c. 


Ryegate, Dec. 16, 1762. T. C. 


To the Evirors of the SPIRI- 


TUAL MaGaAZINE, 


Gentlemen, 


J return you thanks, for favouring me 
with a place, in a former Number, 
for my thoug bis on the Advocateſbip 
of Chriſt in Heaven : By inſerting 
the following letter to your worthy 
corręſpondent, aubo favoured me 
with an anſwer on that ſubject, you 
vill further oblige, 

Your conſtant Reader, 


J. D. 

Dear Sir, 
Return you my hearty thanks 
for taking my thoughts in con- 
ſideration, and for that mild and 


tender manner with which you have 
handled them: I have prayed over 


your letter, and hope, have re- 


ceived ſome ſpiritual information 
from it. What I am ignorant of, 
may the ſpirit of all grace be pleaſe 
ed to teach me: but as the wiſeſt 
of men ſays, In the multitude of coun- 


(in breathing the untainted air ſellers there is ſafety, I humbly con- 


of the New Jerufalem) experienee 
perfect health; for there is no more 


night, becauſe the ſun of righteouſ- 


neſs ſhines ever in full ſplendour, 
without an intervening cloud; there 


| ſhall be no more death, but life 


for ever bloom there; the inhabi- 
tants ſorrow no more, but inceſſant- 
ly ing ſongs, the moſt traalporting 
and delightiag to him that was, and 
15, that was dead but is now alive 


ceive, when believers meet with 
difficulties in their ſpiritual race, 


that next to the word of God, it is 


their duty to conſult their godly and 


judicious friends; from this conſide- 


ration, I have wrote you the follow- 
ing letter, believing you will anſwer 


it, it being occaſioned by a para- 


graph in yours that has givea me 
ſome uneaſineſs: It ttandsthus, “1 
„ humbly think we ought not to 

ec diſ- 
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& diſrobe his perſon (that is Chriſt) 


& of this office, which is faithful 
© jn the execution of, &c'* This, 
Sir, viz, for a believer to diſrobe 
his dear Redeemer, is a very 
heavy charge ; for this cauſe, I ap- 
prehend it to be of ſome importance 
to have good ſatisfaftion, how far 
it is neceſſary to the being or well- 
being of a Chriſtian, to be firmly 
perſuaded of the doctrine of our 
Lord's advocateſhip or interceſſion 
in Heaven. It appears to me that 


a perion cannot be in a ſtate of ſal- 


vation unleſs he believes the funda- 
mental doctrines of the goſpel ; ſuch 
as, our Lord Jeſus being truly and 
properly God co- equal, co-eſſential, 


and co eternal with the Father. — 


That the ſcriptures are the word of 
God, and our only rule of faith and 
practice, for | look upon a deiſt to 
be half an atheift, thoſe who deny 
the word of God, will ſoon deny 
the God of the word. The doc- 
trine of original fin, or total depra- 
vation of our nature by the fall ; 
for if a man 1s not thoroughly con- 
vinced of his mortal fickneſs by ſin, 
he will never ſee the need he has of 
Chriſt the great Phyſician of the 
ſoul. I will alſo add, as a funda- 
mental, a ſound faith on the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt alone, imputed of 
God, by which he is juſtified before 
God without any works of the law. 
J humbly think alſo that there are 
other doctrines which are needful 
to our well being as Chriſtians, 
ſuch as the doctrines of election 
the everlaſting unchangeable love 
of God in Chriſt to his people from 
all eternity, with that moſt com- 
fortable doctrine, the final perſe- 
verance of the Saints that they can- 
not fall away from grace, and others 
that I could mention. Now I can- 
not ſee that a perſon can be in a 
ſtate of ſalyation without belieying 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


the former, nor a comfortableChrif. 
tian without the knowledge of the 
latter. But that I may bring this 
down to the caſe in hand, viz. the 
advocateſhip of Chriſt in Heaven, 
as obſerved before, I would ask, 
how far does the diſbelief of this 
doctrine affect a perſon either in his 
being, or well-being as a Chriſtian, 
or his union, or communion as a 
church member ? Your ſolution of 
this queſtion, I imagine may be of 


- ſpiritual ſervice to others as well as 


me. 
Other thoughts on this ſubje& 


having occurred to my mind, altho' 
they may appear ſomewhat new, 
yet I think they deſerve notice, viz, 
Whether or not the Old Teſtament 
Saints in the Antediluvian world, 
or before and after the giving of 
the law, until the coming of Cirift, 
had any need of, or had an advo- 
cateſhip in Heaven? (I would juſt 
obſerve what you hint at, that our 
Lord was an advocate for his peo- 
ple of old, when they were to be 
returned from captivity, &c.) That 
they were all ſaved by faith in the 
Meſſiah to come is certain, altho? 
many of their views were dark and 
obſcure. There is no doubt but 
that our firſt parents underſtood that 
promiſe in the garden, viz. The 
ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head ; for Eve ſaid, on 
bringing forth her firſt child, I have 
got a man from the Lord, or as the 
learned and uſeful Dr. Gill obſerves 
on that text, Some render it I 
** have got a man, the Lord, the 
5 promiſed ſeed that ſhould bruiſe 
ce the ſerpent's head. By this it ap- 
«© pears that ſhe took hat ſeed to be 
« a divine perſon, the true God, 
„% even Jehovah, that ſhould be- 
% come man, altho? the muſt have 
«© been ignorant of the myſtery of 
& his incarnation, or his taking 


£6 fleſh. 


— 


PIOUS THOUGHTS. 


« fleſh of a virgin.” And J appre- 
bend that the Lord having reſpect 
unto Abel, and his offering, when 
be had none to Cain; was, that the 
former was offered in faith of the 
Chriſt to come, when the latter 
was not. Our bleſſed Lord tells 
the Jews, Your Father Abraham re- 
joiced to ſee my day, and he ſaw it and 
was glad: and many godly divines 


are of opinion that the Old Teſta- 


ment matrons being ſo deſirous of 
having children, was, that they 
might be the mother of the Meſſiah, 
or at leaſt that he might ariſe from 
their ſeed. I believe, Sir, we ſhall 
agree in thoſe points, and that all 
the ſacrifices, offerings, burnt offer- 
ings, and ſhedding of blood under 
the law, without which there was 
no remiſſion of fin, all pointed at a 
Chriſt to come, although none but 
the ſpiritual Iſrael had faith to ſee 
i: ſo. I would obſerve, that many of 
the Old Teſtament Saints were ſo 
dark that ſome knew nothing of 
his incarnation, others knew no- 
thing of his ſufferings, and indeed 
the whole body of the Jewiſh nation 
(a few only excepted) ſeem to be 


' diſappointed in the manner of our 


Lord's appearing on earth. They 
expected him as a powerful King 
to deliver them from the Roman's 


yoke, and in this they were ſadly 


miſtaken ; nay, the diſciples them- 
ſelves were ignorant, and had im- 
bibed the notion of a temporal 
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kingdom, and with thoſe beclouded 
views of a Saviour to come they all 
died in faith. I would ask again, 
had they an advocate in Heaven to 
plead for them under that dark diſ- 
p<nſation or not? I aſſure you Ido 
not propoſe thoſe queſtions for con- 
troverſy, but for ſpiritual edificati- 
on, and ſhall be glad to have it 
proved by texts of ſcripture. I will 
conclude, praying that the God of 
Gods, and Lord of Lords, would gra- 
ciouſly be pleaſed to grant that as 
Miniſters and private Chriſtians, each 
of us may adorn our Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, that we may ſtand faſt in one 
ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving to- 
gether for the faith of the goſpel, 
may we always depend upon a 
whole Chriſt for a whole ſalvation, 
truſting alone in his righteouſneſs to 


Juſtify us, and his blood to cleanſe 
us from all fin. And the beſt way 


to prove our juſtification, is by ſane- 
tification, an imputed righteouſneſs 
by imparted holinefs, until we ar- 
rive at that place where our know- 
ledge of divine things ſhall be per- 
fect; we ſhall then be all we can 
deſire, and all that our God would 
have us to be ; and what will crown 
all our happineſs, ave ſhall be ever 
a the Lord. | 


] am, dear Sir, 
Yours in our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
"A J. D. 


POETRY. 
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MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


place in your uſeful Magazine, by 
inſerting it you wwill much oblige, 


your conſtant reader, 
1 
The Saint's Triumph. - 
ANOME my ſoul, and let us 
raiſe, 5 


To the l a ſong of praiſe, 


He is only worthy, who 
Thee redeem'd from endleſs woe ; 
See! my ſoul, with wonder ſee, 

_ "Jeſus dies to ranſom thee ! 


Thy condemning fins he bore, 


Cleans'd thee in his heart-ſpent gore; 


Thee accepts to reign above ; 


Praiſe, my foul, redeeming love! 


May that power, which did redeem, 
Sanctify me ſtill to him; 


What! my ſoul, ſhould thee divett, 
From thy Saviour's loving heart. 


Ceaſe, fond world, my heart to gain, 
Thy deluſi ve joys are vain, | 
Riches, honour, all adieu, 

I eternal bliſs purſue. 

Nothing elle I'd ſeek to prove, 

But my dying Saviour's love. 


May his free and boundleſs grace, 
Fill my foul with love and praiſe ; 
Join with me ye ranſom'd throny, 


And afift my feeble ſong ; 


Join, ye powers above, to bleſs 

Chnſt my fizength, and righteouſ- 
neſs. 

And, when this frail life is o'er, 

We, on wings of love will ſoar, 

Join the bleſſed choir above, 


Ever fing redeeming love. 


Till that bleſſed morn appear, 
eſus be thou ever near! 
ay I ne'er from thee depart, 
Nor thy preſence from my heart, 


*Till my foul unprifon'd flee 


To poſſeſſion Lord of thee, 


O ET Ry; + 


| . 
To the EpiToss of the SyiRiTUAL 


# 


Free'd from fin for e'er to reſt, 
Witk my dear Redeemer bleſt; 
There to chant 1n rapt'rous lay, 


Tf you think this Hymn worthy of a Boundleſs love, in endleſs day, 


A Word for the Tempted to the 
Tempter. 


Reſiſt the Devil and be will fl from 
you. Jam. iv. 7. 


Us y Tempter, hence away, 
Strive no more my ſoul to 
| move; | 
| Kept by grace, no more 11! ſtray, 
From the centre of my love, 
_ Ceaſe thy accuſations bold, 
Horrid, blaſphemous and foul, 
Gainſt the ſhepherd of his fold, 
Iſrael ; ſhepherd of my ſoul, 


Say not liar, he no more 
Viſit with ſalvation wall, 
Boundleſs love, eternal power, 
Far ſurpaſſes thine in skill. 


He the tempted doth ſuſtain, | 
Can and will ſupport the weak, 
And his work in them maintain, 
Mercy give to them that ſeek. 


Hater of the ranſom'd race, 
Miſchief's only thy delight; 

Stranger to the God of grace, 
Say, the cauſe of all thy ſpite ? 


Seeſt thou with an envious eye, 
Man exalted on thy fall ; 
Lo, they fit enthron'd on high, 
In their head, and ever ſhall. 
Why dofſt ſtalk abroad and roar, 
»Gainſt the ranſom'd ſrom the 
| grave ; 
Hate thou mayeſt, but can't devour, 
One whom ſ[eſus dy'd to ſave. 
Roar on ſtill, the God of might, 
Keeps thee faſt within thy chain; 
Sure's thy doom, eternal night, 
Thine to dwell in endleſs pain, 
Now thy kingdom totters ; ſoon 
Its foundation ſhall be raz'd, 


6s 80 
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«© $0 the taper dies at noon” 
*Fore the ſun's meridian blaze. 


For the glorious word of light, 


Shall thy kingdom dark deſtroy, 
So once from his tow'ring height, 
*Dagon fell, to Iſrael's joy. 


All thy vot'ries, who like thee, 


Hate the ſimple truth, and ſcorn 


Him that hung upon the tree, 


Shall, like thee, be quite forlorn. 


Get thee gone, perfidious fiend ! 
All my former works | hate ; 

Jeſus is the finners friend, 

Late I come, though not too late. 


Say I've been, and am too vile, 
And that mercy won't receive, 


One ſo black, and fo defil'd ; 


What thou ſay'ſt I won't believe. 


Curſed fiend, I hate thy charms, 
All thy power I defy ; | 

Wreited from thy pris'ning charms, 
I for grace to Jeſus fly. 


Say, I've broke the law of God, 
Sinn'd againſt both light and love; 
Say, for me God keeps his rod, 


Sap, I ſhall not dwell above. 


Say, my ſins have been too preat, 
Say, I've ſinn'd away the day 


Of grace; and that 'tis too late 


For me now to learn to pray. 


Say, no mercy is in ſtore, 
Say, that God won't hear me cry; 
Say, cloſe ſhut is mercy's door, 
And that I ſhall ſurely die. 


Say, with Peter J deny'd, 


And, with Judas vile, betray'd 
Him that once for ſinners dy'd, 
And their compleat ranſom paid. 


Say, with Pilate I condemn'd, 
(Liſtening to the rabble ſtrife f;) 

Say, with wicked Jews I kill'd f, 
Chriſt the Lord of endleſs life. 


Say, I ſcourg'd and crown'd with 


thorn, | 
Say, I nail'd him to the tree ; 
1 Sam. v. 4 ＋ Mark. xv. 4. 


C 
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Pierc'd his precious ſide in ſcorn, 
Vet, I'll ſay he dy'd for me. 
Charge on me what elſe thy skill 
Can ſuggeſt, that | have done; 


I the charge confeſs, but will 
All thy ways for ever ſhun. 


Shame I take, but not from thee ; 
Sorrow for my fin, I learn, 
By his grace, who let me tree, 
Bleſſed change I now diſcern, 
Once thy captive at thy will, 
Led to evil now no more 
Pleaſure find in ways of ill, 
Ill to run on mercy's ſcore. 


Tempter and accuſer too, 
\  Baſely vile in all thy arts; 


Drawn away to fin by you, 
Now condemn'd infernal part. 


Part infernal, this thine act, 
Author of the ill alone, 

Thoſe that follow in thy track, 
Thou'lt accuſe before the throne, 


Ceaſe to talk to me of gold, 


Eaſe and happineſs, and joy; 


Here the rich in fin grow bold, 


Creature com forts ever cloy. 


Are they good |! and thine to give, 
Whence thy warrant to diſpenſe ?- 
Folly's ſons may thee believe, 
But I truſt Omnipotence. 


Vile deceiver how doſt dare, 
Call this lower world thy own ? 
And, to draw within thy ſnare, 
Proffer'ſt bold, thy ſlaves a crown, 
Yet I'll aot deny thy power, 
Mammon of unrighteouineſs ; 
Haſt'ning onward is the hour, 


That ſhall finiſh thy diſtreſs. 
Curſed reptile ! ſubtle foe! 

Thou the curſe ſhalt ever bear, 
Doom'd to everlaſting woe, 

Thine the miſchief of the ſnare. 


Duſt's the ſerpent's proper food, 
Take it, choak thee ©, tis thy 


owns; 


. + Acts iii. 15. Gen, 111, 14. H Vide 
: Herbert's Poem, tiled L—Envoy, page 192, i 
50 C 
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1 hou ſhalt have none other good, 
Ever bearing Jeſu's frown. 


While, triumphant o'er thine hate, 
Happineſs ſhall be their end; 

Who, alone on ſeſus wait, 
Truſting him the ſinner's friend. 


Ryegate, Surry, A 


To the Eprronxs of the SPIRIT VAI. 
MAGAZINE. 5 


Gentlemen, 
F you think the following Emblem 


worthy of a Place in your Magazine, 


by inſerting it you will greatly oblige 


your conflant Reader, 
Wolverhampton. E. F. 
An EMBL E M. 
OO K here, and mark, her 
45 ſickly birds to feed, 
How freely this kind Pelican doth 
bleed! 


See! how, when other ſalves could 
not be found, 

To cure their ſorrows,” ſhe herſelf 
doth wound : | 

Then when this holy Emblem thou 
ſhall fee, $8 

Lift up thy ſoul to him, who dy'd 
for thee. | 

For this our Hieroglyphic would 
expreſs, 

That Pelican, which, in the wilder- 
neſs 

Of this vaſt world, was 


alone, 
Our miſerable nature to Demoan ; 


And in whoſe eyes, the tears of pity 


leſt, as all 


* ſtood, | 
When he beheld his own unthank- 
ful brood, 
His favours and his mercies ſtill 
contemn, 
When, with his wings, he would 
have brooded them,. 


Ta | 
And ſought their endleſs peace to 
have confirm'd, 


Though to procure his ruin they 


were arm'd : | 
To be their food, himſelf he freely 
gave ; | 
His heart was pierc'd, that he their 
ſouls might ſave, 
R difobey'd the facred 
will, 
He did the law of righteouſneſs 
fulfill; | 
And to that end, though guiltleſs 
due had been, 
Was offered, for our univerſal ſin. 
Let me, O God! for ever fix mine 
eyes, | D 


Upon the merit of that ſacrifice ; 


Let me retain a due commemora- 
tion 

Of thoſe dear mercies, and that 
bloody paſſion, a 

Which here is meant; and by true 
faith ſtill feed, 

Upon the drops this Pelican did 
bleed; 

Vea let me ſirm unto thy law abide, 

And ever love that floc k, for which 
he dy'd. | | 


Our Pelican by bleeding thus, 
FulfiPd the law, and cured us. 


On Chriſt, the Believer's Roſe. 


Cant. 11. I. 


Midſt a world of fin and fears, 

\ A blooming ſpring, and waſt- 
ing years; 

Whatever things my joy oppoſe, 

Chriſt is my all- fufficient roſe. 


The world may tarniſh'd good pre- 
| ſent, . 
And on it carnal minds be bent; 
In fading arms enwrapp'd it goes, 
While Chriſt's to me a charming 
roſe, - 254 
Tim® 


P.O E TXT 


Time courts my thoughts, and takes 
my heart, 

And makes my inward foul to 
'. (mart; 

Here fleſh would fain take her re- 

| poſe, | 

*Till Chriſt appears, th* reviving 


roſe. 


Empty delights attracts the mind, 

But ſolid joys, and more refin'd, 

With richeſt dreſs I aim to cloſe, 

Contain'd in Chriſt, the fragrant 
roſe. 


The globe with all its gaudy ſhews, 

That claims fo much the wanton 
mule; 

Can ne'er of real good diſpoſe, 

As 'tis in Chriſt, my quick*ning 
roſe. 


What ſtrokes of art can draw the 
| line, | 
Or pencil make that beauty ſhine 
So full, which all its beſt compoſe, 
As 'tis in Chriſt, my heavenly roſe. 


Can Angels brightneſs here outvie, 

Or rather bear a ſemblance nigh, 

Mere traſh—Oh ! wond'rous to ſup- 
. 

To Chriſt, my never- fading roſe. 


Guilt, in its mountainous diſplay, 

My conſcience eats and breeds a 
| fray ; 

But when e'er I ſpeak in verſe or 

proſe, 


Chriſt is my temp'ring cooling roſe. 


Troubles and wars I find within, 


Depreſs'd and clogg'd with loads of 


ſin; 
But though environ'd round with 
| woek. 
Chriſt is my fair and comely roſe. 


Naked and vile from Adam came, 


Decrepit, blind, and torn, - and 


lame, 


203 
Yet found, and cloath'd with ſhoes 


and hoſe 
By Chriſt my ornamental roſe. 


Could Iunwearied fly and move, 

And join in ſong like tribes above, 

Yet what's their notes! yea what 
are thoſe | 

To Chriſt my chearing, lively roſe, 


Tho? mortals, dying flowers chuſe, 
Ive verdure here I cannot looſe ; 
Its ſcent may fright its daring foes, 
Yer *tis Chriſt, my beauteous roſe, 


It yields a look, not pale and faint, 

But cheers the heart of every Szint; 

Twixt fainting fears, doth inter- 
poſe, 

*Tis Chrift, my rich, wy ſtanding - 

| roſe. 

Not Sol, with all its ſcorching heat, 

Can ſhut, nor bind its influence 
{weet ; 

Could life and heart be cold and 
froze, | 

Chriſt is my all-prevailing roſe. 


Could I the loudeſt-ſonrets ſing, 
And was my ſoul juſt taking wing; 
I frow the Spirit would depoſe, 
Chriſt is my ſoul's eternal rote: 


Moor fields. W. D. 


An Hymn on the Nativity of 
CHN 


TOY to the tenants of the earth, 
3 Let all Creation riſe, 
At our divine Redeemer's birth, 
In ſongs of tweet ſurprize. 


Shepherds lift up your longing eyes, 
Nor dare to be afraid, 

Behold ! the Monarch of the ſkies, 
Within a manger\laid, 


Jeſus, whom Angels ſtill adore, 


And Saints rejoice to ſing, | 
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To pay the ſinner's dreadful ſcore, 
Deſcends on balmy wing. 


Gabriel, commiſſion'd by his God, 
Declares the Saviour Man : 
Angels reſound the news abroad, 
And thus their joys began. 


Glory to One who rules above, 
Let peace the nations fill, 


Mortals ſhall taſte their Saviour's 


love, 
And nearken to his will. 


Wake, e'ery breathing creature, 

wake 

To melody and mirth ; 

Let rocks the general joy partake, 
And praiſe ſurround the earth. 


To the EpiTors of the SPIRITUAL 
MAGAZINE. 
Gentlemen, 


Tf you think the following Verſes wwor- 
thy of your Notice, by inſerting them 
ou vill much oblige your conſlant 


Reader and I ellauiſper, 
Birmingham, 


October 17, 1762. "= © 


Thc Comfortable Reflection. 


HILE ſome are ſtriving to be 
rich, 
And other pleaſures take; 
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Pl fix my meditation where, 
I can be truly great. | 


On jeſus Chriſt the Lord of life, 


Who bought me with his blood, 
Who gave himſelf a ſacrifice, 
To an incenſed God. 
How matchleſe was the love of God, 
In ſending of his Son, 
To ſave a race of ſinners, who 
By law were quite undone. _- 
How matchleſs the love of Chriſt 
our Lord, 
Who ſuffer'd in our ſtead; 
And like a mighty conqueror, | 
Aroſe and left the dead. 
Thus he a triumph made o'er death, 
And ſhook the powers of Hell; 
Thus he redeem'd our captive ſouls, 
In conquering when he fel]. 
Now he's aſcended up on high, 
Before his Father's throne ; 
Pleading the merits of his death, 
For all that to him come. 
Here ſinners read his promiſe then, 
«© Whoever ill may came; 
And he that cometh through his 
name, 
Shall never be undone. 
From hence let ſinners courage take, 
And draw near the throne of 
race, 
From hencc let ſaints for ever bring, 
+ he tribute of their praiſe. 


2 


Second Volume of MISCELLANIES. 


| . | 
NEA Morning's Excurſion in 
87 A the Country i prov- 
1 


ed, Letter III page 1 
KI LK 


Contemplations on the 
8 HIL O H. 


laſt ingatherings by 

. : | 9 
Adiligent Attention on the Throne 
of Grace, the Believer's Duty and 


Priviledge b 

Poetic Thoughts on Chriſtmas Day 
"1 

— | on the Paſſion of 

Chriſt ib. 

_ on the Exaltation of 

Chriſt. 14 


on John xx. 27, 28. 


| ib, 
on the Love of God 
in all his Perſons 26. 
A Song of Praiſe for our late Suc- 
ceſs in war 15 
Prayer and Praiſe, a Hymn ib, 
Communion with God ſweet, but 
dften interrupted by ſin, a Hymn 


16 
On Creation,Providence and Grace, 
a Hymn 716, 


The With, a Poem 
Confidence under Temptation, a 


Stanza e ib, 
A Morning's Excurſion, &c. Letter 
IV. | 17 


The pious Soul's Covenant with 
God, and Review of that Cove- 
Rang „„ 


13. 


A Poem on the Spiritual Reign of 
of Chriſt 8 26 


An Evening Ode | 29 


The Believer's ardent Deſire, a Po- 
em 3 
Verſes on the late Declaration of 
War with Spain 1 
A Poetic Paraphraſe on Pfal. 5 1 76. 
The Spiritual Staff 33 
Query, How far the Maſter of a 
Family ſhould concern himſelf 
about their Welfare,“ page 
199, vol. I anſwered. 35 
Query, Whether. a Perſon may 
be born again, and, for many 
„ Years,fear he is not, &c.” page 
199, vol. I. anſwered. 40 
Query, What Advice can be given 
to a Perſon diſtreſſed with fears, 
&c. propoſed, with a letter to a 
Friend-- -*- =; | 45 
Different Queries propoſed 47, 48 
A Morning's Excurſion, &c. Letter 
Be 49 
Reflections on the Paſſion of Chriſt 


— on the Advocateſhip yy 
Chriſt | 58 
How far a Believer's Deſire for pro- 
ſent comfort may be extended, 
conſiſtant with a View to the 
Glory of God conſidered, in a 


Letter to a Friend 59 
The Comolaint, a Poem G1 
Advice to Amynta, a Poem, 63 


A Morne» 


0 A. —— 
1 


92 a 
' NY 
eu i, 


p *. = * — 
—— — EGO ANG lt, 


C022 Long a 


— = = 
46) * * = — 
3 1 a WI * N - VB a > = 
— n 283 2 dev / 8 7 — 
F ͤ ˙Ü-— CO An. P . "af, 
ML Deb ts ee tit 8 4 * - . — A 2 1 
. r 
0 3 


OG © N T 
Page 

A Morning? s Excurſion, Kc. en 
VI. 6 

A Letter on the State af a "REL 
Spirit 9 

Query concerning the Juſtification 
of a Sinner, anſwered 

Another Anſwer to the above Query 


75 
Query, „ What Sight and Senſe of 
« Sin 1s neceſlary to Chriſtian 


« Experience,” anſwered 76 
Verſes on the Excelleacy of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt 77 
A Hymn tb, 
A Hymn, to a Friend on his late 
Diſappointments, 8 78 


The Riphidim Combat, a Poetic 
Paraphraſe on Exod, xvii. 8. 26. 


Death's Warrant and the Soul's 


Welcome, a Poem 


A Poem on the Judgment-Day 80 


Thoughts on Love with the genuine 


Effects of it $1 
A Letter on the Lord's Preſence 


with his People in Trouble 83 
on the Joy prepared for 


Zion's Mourners 85 
on the ſuperlative Gain of 


the Service of Chriſt 86 
to a Friend in Affliction 87 
Query, « What Advice can be 
« given to a Perſon diſtreſſed 

& with 8. Doubts, &c.“ an- 
ſwered 90 
Query concerning Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance, propoſed 94 
Happineſs not to be found Soles. 
a Poetic Eſſay 16. 
Verſes on Man's Mortality 95 
A Morning's Excurſion, &c. L2tter 


VII 


| 97 
A Third Anſwer to the Query con- 


cerning the j uſtification of a Sin- 
ner 101 
A Second Anſwer to Query, What 
Advice can be given to one diſ- 


treſſed with fears, &c. 103 
The Complaint, a Poem, continu— 
ed from Page 63 | 105 


EN © 03 


Page 
The Language of a Backſlider, on 
comparing former Times with 
preſent, a Poem 107 
A Poetic Peradoxical Enigma log 
Serious Poetic Thoughts on walk. 
ing thro” a burying Ground 110 
The ambitious Saint, or Reflections 
on the Joys of a future State, a 


Hymn 111 
A Morning Hymn ib. 
On the Death of the Rev. Mr, Jones, | 

a Poem 112 


A Letter on the Importance of Di- 
ligence, or Remiſſneſs in 7 
Lord's Service 113 

on the Advocateſhip of 
Chriſt 115 

Query concerning Intereſt in Chriſt, 
Vol. I. Page 179, anſwered 118 


Query concerning Family Prayer, 


Vol. I. Page 200, anſwered 119 
The Ploughman's Wiſh 121 
A Song to creating Wiſdom 123 
A Hymn, Mercy and Truth met to- 

ether 124 


Old Things are paſſed a- 
ib. 


way 


— The Language of a ſenſible 
Soul in Darkneſs ib, 
The chequered life of the 
real Chriſtian 125 
The Bat or Rattle Mouſe, an on 
ib, 

A Poem on the Death of a favomite 
Bird | „5 
A Song of Praiſe for Mercies and 
Priviledges reſtored 127 
Verſes on a future State 128 
A Morning's Excurſion, &c, Letter 
VIII. 129 


A Letter on a Believer's Safety, a- 
midſt all his Spiritual Enemies 
134 

Query concerning the Knowledge 
of a Perſons Juflification, &. 
page 94, anſwered 13 
Hymn 143 
on the fall of Man and his 


Reſtoration 7 
A Hyms 


5 
A Hymn on the Vanity of Creature 


Joys 144 
Zy a Young Gentleman 
of twelve Vears of Age 16. 


Anſwers to four Queries propoſed, 
Page 48, Vol. II, by R a, 
143 

Query, How ſhall a Perſon know 
he aims at the Glory of God in 
his Actions, propoſed 148 
Extract out of the Life of Owen 
Stockton 149 
Longing for Glory, a Hymn, 151 
Deſires after Chriſt, &c. a Hymn 


ib. 


An Hymn | 152 
Verſes taken from a blank Leaf in 


Pope's Abelard and Heloiſe 
A ſhort but true Account of a 

Ploughman's Converſion 153 
A Poetic Paraphraſe on the 12th 

Chapter of Iſaiah 16 


Verſes on Recovery from Sickneſs 


166 
A Poetic Paraphraſe on the 54th 
Chapter of Iſaiah 167 
Palm the 1ſt verſified - os 
A Third Anſwer to Query, What 
Advice can be given to one diſ- 
treſſed with Fears, &c. 169 
A ſhort Diſſertation on Pſal. Ixxxix. 


30, 34+ 172 


The End of the Contents. 


16. 


R * 


— 2 oa" "oP N 
- . — — * — 2 * . — * _ 2 1 8 
by oats * E * Rt. "2 Lan, 
PPP 2 x 
* * 9 - »--+. = - ” 
. 5 5 


E + 


The Schoolmaſter's Memorandum 
+ 1 

Query, When and wherein Be: 
liever's may be ſaid to grieve the 
Spirit, propoſed | 176 
A Morning*s Excurſion, &c. Letter 
IX. ro. 
A Supplement to an Anſwer con- 
cerning the Knowledge of Juſti- 
fication, &c. Page 136, Vol. II. 
182 

Several Queries propoſed 187 
Thoughts on the Neceſſity of Im- 
proving Time 188 
Advice to the Youth of Great-Bri- 
tain, a Poem 190 
A Hymn for New Year's Day 192 
A Letter to Philetus, on his turning 
aſide to Folly, urging his return 

to the Way of Peace 193 
A Letter from J. D. to A. D. con- 
cerning Chriſt's Ad vocateſhip, 
with a Query 197 
The Saints Triumph, a Hymn 200 
A Word from the Tempted to the 


Tempter ; 1b. 
An Emblem 202 
On Chriſt the Believers Roſe 76. 


An Hy:nn on the Nativity of Chriſt 
| 203 


The comfortable Reflection 304 


K N 
* te * „ 3 
— N "Ye [* + ct Hex £ 2 n - 
* A 741  _ - * * 
: 2 
* 


„ 


ET 3 . 


PP 


©» wat 


* 


PPP 


- BOOBS Ty es oy” 


4 — my . 
? - Jr Be > OS. 
— 


— 


—— — —— — 
3 wp» n 3 
7 


CCE I — Ha. err ere RAR Ps oe 


n — 


E 


